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N PICTURESQUE ATTIRE

Astonishment of Staid Tourists in the
Valley at Sight of Short-skirted
Pack Carriers,

By MARION RANDALL PARSONS,

Treasurer of the Siermm Club
—In June TYosemite

Yosemite, June
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too, the rivers are at thelr highest and
51 beanty while the fast

deep in the upper

the falls in wilde
melting snow =still lies

forests and on ihe higher mountain
¥lopes,
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HARRY T. MARTIN

General Contractor and Expert Carpenter.

‘ears’ Connection with Prominent Bullding Firms and Con-
Il am Now in Business for Myself and ame Prepared

to D}o High-class and Satisfactory Work.
Address: 17241

L St N. W. Telephone Main 4105.

After

‘Clinton A. Mann

EXPRESSMAN

Long i";ht].s*rq in Bs urw...;
Patrons

4 Address:

AXD DRAYMAN.
Quick sand Satisfactory Service to All

1521 M St N. W, North: 4373-J.

EXCAVATING (0.

Incorporated.

No job too large or too small for

us. Personal attention given te every
i

contract.

619 Second Street N. W.

Stables:
203 Indiana Ave. N. ‘I'.
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and other no-

monuments to

Statesmen, scholars
and men
the!r memory, which muy

tablez die erect

ulso be done

in respect to bullding contractors, but|
& econtractor erects monuments for
himself in buildings that perpetuate

his ability as a bullder
0Of all the

notable men

master
monuments c¢rected to
in Washington, could one
the District

Avenue, the

have n greater than
Bullding on
of History, or

butlding

Pennsylvania
Caollege
spartment on Connecticut
avenue
erected by James L.
contractor, whose activities for nearly
half a century in Washington have
been connected with the grandest and
grentest projects of Washington's ma-

terial and substantial prosperity.

Pursons, general

There has been nothing spectacular
about Mr. Parson’s life or his business
career, Throughout the sixty-eight
yvears of his extremely sctive life, the
course of his career has run consis-
tently with energy judiciously direct-
ed and the results achleved were the

natural outcome of well Inid plans
bonestly made and legitimately exe-
cuted.

Came from “‘the Backwoods."

Like the majority of self-made men,
Mr, Parsons is rather proud of the
fact that he came from the “tall tim- |
bers,” ns the parlance of the street
would put it. The "tall timbers” sur-
roumding Mr. Parsons’ home were at
Thompson's Cross FRoads, {ive miles
from Lewiston, Va. JMr. Parsons was
born at thet place March 1%, 1847, and
he lived there with his parents, dolng
honest toll on the farm until the civil
war began. Imbued with patriotic fer-
vor for the Southern cause and flll-
ed with enthusiasm, Mr. Parsons en-
listed in the Confederate army in 1882
As he was born in 1847 you will read-
ily ascertain by a mental calculation
that he was only fifteen years old
when he became a soldier. BSeeking
the hero of the time, Mr Parsons en-
listed with Stonewall Jackson and he
followsd the fortunes of that famous
Confederate general from the begin-

the Stoneleigh |

? Yet these are the monuments |

Few thnt
t larger number of Important epguge-
Parsons wis in tha battle
Bull Bun, Antietam,
Chancelorsville,

men in

|ning of the eclvil war until Hts finish
war participated In]
ments.  Mr
of Cedar Run,
Fredaricksburg,
Cold Harbor. He in the siege of
| Richhmond nnd finally. with the rest

|
uf his command, surrendered at Appo-

mattox

and

WE

the Confederate

amd  came

“1 went ip army @

ont a private"" sald
Parsons proudly to a Herald repre-
thus sustalning the pride of
general who oncve suld that the
| greatest eredit in all wars belonged to
iu.-» privates—the men who obeved rather
| than the who commanded.

Takes Advice,
Soon war,
Ilke many other young men of the day,
Mr. Parsons took Horace Greeley's ad-
vice and went Wesi. He got as far as
leavenworth, kans, and there he
stopped, partly because he didn't have
the moncy to go farther and partly be-
| cause he was glven an opportunity in
that Western town to learn the trade of
a carpenter in the Quartermaster's De-
partment of the Federal government at
Fort Ikavenworth, and for two Years
[was engaged in the construction of large
Isunrnmem buildings at that paint. At
| that time he worked under Col. Haszen,
| subsequently a chief signal officer for
!tlm government.

private
| e
sentntive,

j & ETeat

men

Horare Greeley's

after the close of the civil

Years of Weork Bring Snccess.
It was in 1572 that Mr. Parsons at-
tached himself to this town and became

|a general contractor, which means that
he has been more or less prominent in
the progress and advancement of the
city for forty-three years. In this nearly
half a century of energy and enterprise
Mr. Parsons has been connected with
many notable contracting achievements.
The most notable buildings yhe haa
erected are the District B k. Penn-
svivania avenue and Fourteenth streel:
the College of Hilstory at the Amerl-
can University, the Stoneligsh apartment
building on Coennecticut avenue, and
Washington's newest and most palatial
department store on Thirteenth street,
between F and G streets. The Iatter
building is owned by 8. Kann & Sona and
its comstruction represents an outlay of

S A & .5 = b

on a percentage basls and the ownerf
shook his hand when a final statement
wis made In token of their entire sat-
isfaction with the work and with the
manner In which Mr. Pursons had kept
the accounts.

Treasury Department Trasts Him.

One of many tasks assigned to Mr.
Parsons which reflects great credit on
him was the construction of a large
number of additional wvaults at {hl
United States Treasury. For this work,
costing $150,M, Mr. Parsons was chosen
by the government without the question
of competition entering into the matter
at all, and it Is the mere to his credit
that this important undertaking was also
executed on n percentage basis.  This
meana that the government trusted Mr,
Parsons to make an accurate and hon-
est accounting of the cost of the work
and the materials and of his time and
services, all of which he did to the en-
tire satisfaction of Treasury officials

A remarkable construction feat was
that embraced (n the building of a roof
over the Immensa Pension Bullding in
littla more than a week previous to
Cleveland'y first Inauguration In order
that the inauzural dall might be heid
there. The bullding was not constructed
to Its full height., but it had advanced
sufficlently toward completion to make
the ballroom avallable for ths ball, if It
only had a roof on (t. Mr. Parsons was
engaged to put a temporary roof on the
big building. He employed 300 men night
and day for elght days and astonished
the city by completing the immenae job
in that short length of time, and the
ball was a grand affalr.

Among other special tasks of Impor-
tance for which Mr. Parsons was selected
by government and District officials was
that inveolved in the inspection of Ellls
1sland, the appralsement of 237 bulldings
which were condemned to make way for
the House Office Building, the appralse.
ment of property values and buildings at
Fort Leavenworth and at Atlanta, all of
which taska Mr. Parsons discharged in a
manner that won him high praise.

District Bulldiag a Model.

When a Herald representative suggest-
ed to Mr, Parsons that the District Bulld-
ing was his gr test monument as a con-
tractor Mr. Parsons deprecatingly said
that the College of History might maore
properly be considered as n monument if
any bullding that he had constructed
were to be so deslgnated. Neverthel
in the eye of the average person the Dis-
triet Bullding will stand most promi-
nent, although it Is dificult net to In-
clude Stoneleigh apartments as most de-
uﬂhdhthﬂﬁrdﬂnl&u\:ln
few more t structures of the

mum-m However, the Dig-life
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trict Building. because of its being de-
voted to the public service, is undoubt-

edly the most fmportant. It cost $2.000,-
M0, and s everywhere recognized as a
model municipal bullding

In the speeches made that day Mr.

Farsons was eulozized as the contractor
and his work complimented, as It has
bean complimented many times since not
only In respect to the District Building.
but many other important structures.

FPersonally Supervises Work.

One reagon for Mr
that he personally
tract he

Parsons’ success ia
EUpervises svery con-
undertnkes. A representative

f The Herald recentl found himself
in the company of several prominent
architects, and when Mr. Pnrsons abii-
ity as a contractor was refeired to one
of the architects sald: "I always feet
ecany when Mr. Parsons obtains a con-
tract for the construction of any bulld-
ing I bave designed, hecause 1 feel cone
fident that it will be done right, and not
only right, but honestly. If & dollar's
worth of material s tielivered to Mr
Parsons which he considers below the
standard he will reject it absolutely
and, more than that, he will go out of
the way to do more than his contract
reslly calls for If it seems necessary to
bring the standard of construction up to
iig high Idea.”

Far many vears Mr. Parsons has done
practically all of the Capital Traction
Company's construction work, having
done over $Stwum in construcion work
for this company alone,

Among many magnificent resldences

erected by him In Washington Is the pa--!

latial home of Mrs. Bubcock, at Thirty-
fourth street and Massachusetts aveous.

Anolier of his notable achievements was .

the constricion of the Administration
Building at Fort Meyer. To consider Mr.

Parsons’ work from the standpoint of I

cost alone, it may be sald that the bulld-
ings he has constructed in the Distriet
of Columbla represent in vajue mililons
and milllons of dollars, and yet his hon-
esty In construction of all these valuable
bulidings has never been questioned for

a moment by uny one, and his work has |
always given an wunusually high per-

centage of general satisfaction.
daughters and three sons. He has -m

fine home at 1812 Massachusetlts Aveniw
northeast, and his business ofice le in. -

the Munsey Bullding on Peansylvanis
avenue. Mr. Pargons is president of the
Bullders' League, president of the Man-
ufacturers’ Exchange, a member of

Engineera’ Socicty and a director in
National Capital Bank of Washingten:
He is a prominent Muson and Is
hizh esteem, both im private and




