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“DIDN’'T TURN
DOWN LOAN,”
JOHN D. SAYS
[ssues Official Denial of Story

that He Has Refused
War Cash.

MORGAN “INTERESTED,” BUT
SILENT ON HIS STATEMENT

Bankers, Big and Little, to Get
Same Terms, Assurance of

Commissioners.
B ] to The Washi Herald.

New York, Sept. 17.—In a formal state-
ment issued tonight Ivy L. Lee, personal
representative of John D. Rockefeller.
denipd the authenticity of an interview
with the elder Rockefeller printed this
afternoon

“We have received a telegram from
Mr. Rockefeller,” the statement said,
“gaying that he has not made any state-
ment whatsosver on the proposed loan.”

In the alleged interview Mr. Rocke-
feller is quoted as having said:

"In answer to the question asking
whether he was expecting any call from
the Anglo-Prench commissioners: ‘No, I
certainly am not expecting a visit from
the commission, nor do I expect them to
gzk me for the war loan. They know I
would not consider it

“Both England and Russia asked
me for loans They were refused.
This war i awful. Don't you think
it is awful”

The interview created a sensation
in Wall Street on {is appearance
which abated somewhat when the

tickers carried the official denial

The statement was taken to the of-
gees of J. P. Morgan, and taken by
sne of the officlals to the banker.
After a few minutes it was returned
with the statement: "You may Eay
that we are greatly interested in the
gtatement. but that we have no com-
ment to make.”

Open to All Bamkers,
By B C. FORBEE&

New York, Sept. 17.—The amount of
the Anglo-French loan to buy Ameri-
can products will be, as I stated yes-
terday, §750,000,000 wunless present
plans are changed, which is most un-
likely.

There ¥ill be no J. P. Morgan & Co. or
Morgan-luhn, Lo¢b underwriting syndi-
cate, Every banker, from Morgan to the
head of the smallest country institution,
will receive exactly the same terms. The
tssue wil] prohably run from five to ten
vears, part mafuring each year after fivs
VPUrS,

May Block Arma Purchases.

Pourpariers have been opened for hav-
ing the powerful banking firms of so-
called Germanie connections join in float.
ing the isaue. Kuhn, Loeb & Co. stand at
the head of this influential class of bank-
ing firme. James J. Hill, a close friend
of both factions, was reported to have ex-
ercised his influence to bring them to-
gether.

It is reported, although I do not krow
how correctly, that these houses will re-
fuse to touch the loan if any part of it
Is int'nded to go for the payment of m"-
nitions.

The view cenerally taken is that It
would be mere equivocation to stipu-
Inte that th: money thus raised will be
uszed solely to pay for regular com-
mercial and agricultural products, and
that cash to pay for munitions will be

taken out of another account.
However, it is not helleved this phase
«f the transaction will prove a stum-

bling block, as there are at least two
ways in which {t could, apparently, be
overcome—namely, resorting to
ninety-day commercial bills of the or-
dinary character or by sending gold
or, preferably, both.

Ome unsettled point is whether Rus-
sin will be included in the loan. No
final conclusion will be announced un-
til after Pierre L. Bark, Russia’s min-
ister of finance, reaches London and
has tilked the matter over with the
British authorities.

WAGE COMEDY WAR ON LOAR.

Fight Agninst Weork of Allies’ Com-

by

mission Takes New Tarm.

New York. Sept, 17.—Wall Street today
took five minutes off from war stocks
to guffaw &t the lutest manifestation In
the fight against the billlon dollar loan
to the allies.

Five “sandwich” men, ons arrayved
after a fashion in the uniform of a Brit-
ish soldier, paraded Wall BStreet with
standards denouncing the loan.

One of the placards zald: "King George
and the Country Needs §1,000,000,000. Eng-
land is cheerfully willing to sacrifice the
last American doliar. So come across.”

Another read:

“England will fight as, long as there is
2 French soldier or Afmerican dollar
Jeft.”

8o great a crowd was attracted that
the poilce had to clear the street. The

ich min made up as “Tommy"
took his stand In front of J. P. Morgan
& Co.'s bullding and thousands crowded
around him. He wore a nifty red coat,
khakl riding trousers and puttees and &
jittle hat stuck over one ear.

Vienna Tells of Sub’s Loss.
Vienna (by wireless via Berlin), Sept.
17.==It was officially announced today
that an Austrian submarine, command-
od by Lieut. von Trapp, has been sunk
' $n the Bouthern Adriatic.

Will Ask Uncle Sam

to Let “Hoboes”

James Eads How, Millionaire

to Suggest Solution of Unemployment Problem
to Government Ofhcials.

Vagabond, Is in Washington

James ¥ads How, “the milllonaire
hobo,” will eonfer today with officlials
of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
slon on a plan to have “hoboes” ride
on plush cushions instead of on the
“bumpera.” Mr. Howe said last night
several rallroad magnates have admit-
ted that “hoboes” would be less trou-
blesome Iin the train than on the
“bumpers.”

“We want this privilege for the hobo
who wants work and who has miles of
track standing between him and a
job. In the past he has stolen a ride
beneath & freight car at great risk to
himself and a nuisance to the roid,
Under the new plan the man would
have to furnish proof that he was en
route to & prospect job.

“Such transportation would be fur-
nished by the rallroads only when the
unemployed man would not crowd out
the paid passenger. Trains travel
across this country every day with
rows of ampty seats and hoboes under-
neath: and one or two ‘hoboes’ are
killed daily.”

Mr. How also will visit the Leabor
Department today to confer with Bec-
retary Wilson on ways and means of
bringing the “manless job and the job-
less man" together.

Mr. How frowned on the suggestion
that the “hoboes” be mustered into the
army.

“Our people (Mr. How always calls
the “hoboes” his people) don’t see much
In the proposition. They are promised
food. clothing, & certaln sum eavery
month, and trips around the world, but
it doesn't appeal to them.

“] expect to see soon a United States
of the Wordd. TYears ago the people
in the West thought the only way to
avenge a wrong was to shoot. That idea
has long since died in that section and
I believe nations Hkewise will realise
that it Is futifle to settle international
disputes with the gun.

*I think they will get together and
say, ‘Here, let us have one group of
ships and one group of men to main-
taln peace and order.’ I belleve It Ia
not only possible, but probable that we
will have an international police force.”

When reminded that such a revolution
would mean the sbaolition of patriotiam,
Mr. How said that his people already
hgve discarded patriotism.

Mr. How will hold a meeting at So-
cialist headquarters, 511 E street north-
west, at 7:3 this evening to report on
his visits to the two government depart-
ments. He also will add twe members
to the local committes of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood Welfare Assoclation.
He sald the local committes will have
charge of pushing legislation for the un-
employed in Congress. Mr. How will
leave Sunday night for Pittaburgh.

U. S. Completes
Its Task in Haiti

Treaty Is Signed and Govern-
ment of Island Republic

Recognized.

The efforts of the TUnitad Btates in

Haiti have been brought to what Is re-
garded as a successful conclusion by the
slgning of the proposed treaty at Port
au Prince Thuraday night, which was
followed yesterday by the recognition of
the existing Haitlan government on the
part of the United States. Prompt ratifi-
cation of the treaty by th= Haltleno
chamber of deputies is expected,
The treaty gives Lo the Unlited States
government a large measure of control
over Halitian affairs. It guaranteea to
Haitl a stable and honest government.

Rear Admiral Caperton yesterday aft-
ernoon made the following report to the
Navy Department of the ceremonies of |
recognition so far as the American forces |
were concerned: |

*I have been informed by the Ameri-
can charge d'affaires that the United
States has recognized the present Haltlan
government. Accordingly, at 9 o'clock

Ford Has Plan
For Cheap Sub

Auto Maker Will Tell Daniels
Details of Boat Next
Week.

Detroit, Mich., Sept. 17.—Henry Ford
has a plan for new submarines, one-
fourth size of those mow in use, which
he will present to Secretary of the Navy
Daniels when he confers with him In
Washington next week. The new sub-
marines, he belleves, will prove such a
stagirering blow to high-cost naval arma-
ment that it will completely discourage
the promoters of costly Dreadnoughts and
will eventually be a great power for
peace.

“It would be no trick at all to produce
a submarine equipped with a gasoline
engine for its entire motive power which
could sall anywhere under the sea carry-
Ing a plil at the end of a pole powerful
enough to blow the mightlest wattleship
ever bullt into a wreck of junk,” sald
Mr. Ford today.

*“The new submarine would be one-
fourth the size of the present submarine.

“These submarines can be built at such

yesterday morning the national salute url
twenty-one guns was fired with the ‘Hal-|
tian flag at the main. This salute was |
returned immediately by the Haitian 1
shore battery, gun for gun. After the sa- |
Jute 1 called on the Haltian President,
accompanied by my staff.”

This recognition restores to good stand-
ing here the Haltlan minister, Solon
Mencs. No government of Haltl has
been recognized by the United States for
many months, and, accordingly, the min-
tster has not enjoyed an official status at
the State Department.

The treaty provides that It is to be In
effect for ten wears, but the expectation
here l& that it will be extended unless
the Haltians are able to demonstrate that
the aid of the United States is no dnger

needed.

SATISFACTION TO U. S.
PROMISED BY BERLIN

German Papers Authorized to State
Arabic and Hesperian Cases
Will Be Settled.

Berlin (via Amsterdam), Sept. 17.—Ger-
mMAN Newspapers were puthor!ud today
to anncunce that the government will
glve full satisfaction to the United States
on the Arabic and Hesperian casea and
that within & short time the incldents
will be closed.

The Cologne Gazette, commenting on
the announcement, hinted that a finan-
cial mission would go to America, add-
Ing:

“Germany has the greatest possible in-
terest in American finance. It must not
be considered a sign of weakness If Ger-
many within a week or two gives full
satisfaction to Washington for the Hes-
perian and Arabic cases”™

Amsterdam, Sept. 17.—A dispatch from
Berlin states thaf the German forelgn
office teday handed to Ambassador Ger-
ard a note which asserted that the at-
tack by a submarine on the liner Or-
duna was made only because that steam-
er was trylng to escpae

Two Policemen Club One Negro.
Robert Lomax. colored, 8, of 33 Dixon's
oculgt southwest. was clubbed yesterdny
whif} belng arrested for disorderly conm-
duct by Folicemen O. W. Mansfield and
Melvin Cox. Lomax was treated at
Emerguncy Hompltal, and lster locked up
in the Fourth police station. Hdé resisted
arrest at Four-and-a-half and G streets
southwest, police say.

Notico,

a slight cost that all the ncentlve for
greedy armament makers will be taken
away from them. They will cost only a
fraclion of what the present submarines
cost and only a fraction of 1 per cent of
the §15,000,000 Dreadnoughts.

“If the public is interested enough, we
may arrange to’ _giva it a demonstration
of this new machine some time In the
near future.”

AUSTRIAN EMBASSY
DISAVOWS WARNINGS

Denies Notices to Workers in West-
em Pennsylvania Were Ordered

from Washington.

Mme. Dumba, wife of the ambassa-
dor, Is In Washington packing up
household effects preparatory to the
departure of the famlily upon notice
from Vienna of the recall. Embassy
officials sald last night that the pack-
ing probably would take at least two
days. It Is upderstood that Mme. Dum-
ba will leave for Lemox, Mass., early
next week.

The embassy yesterday announced
that warnings issued to Austro-Hun-
garians (n Western FPennsylvania by
the Austrian consul at Pittsburgh had
not been ordered from Washington.
However, it was suggested that the
headquarters at Lenox may have in-
structed consuls throughout the coun-
try to publish warnings to Austro-
Hungarians that If they continued In
the employment of American munition
factories they would be liable to pun-
ishment by imprisonment or death If
they ever returned to their native land.

It is the understanding here that
Capt. von Papen, the military attache
of the German Embassy, will soon
leave the United BStates. He ls now
taking & vacation. As soon as the gov-
ernment can arrange for & safe con-
duct Capt. von Papen will leave for

Ride Cushions Instead of B.*.n'm:)elr"jJ

LABOR BACKS “DEFENSE.”
Gompers Will Support Wilsen in
‘“Reasonabls Program."
President Samue! Gompers, of the Amer-
fcan Federation of Labor, announced yes-
terday that organized labor would be
behind President Wilson In a reasonabile
program for adequate national defense.
“I think organized labor throughout the
country realizes that at present neither
our army nor our navy s adequate and
that both should be Increased within rea-

sonable lmits.” he declared,

“What labor favors in addition to s
standing army is & large citizen army, a
national militia of trained men In line
with this sentiment the District and
Maryland branch of the American Fed-
eration have reasserted the stand of the
Federation that it does not question the
right of any laboring man to take advan-
tage of any opportunity to obtain mill-
tary training.* :

LAD AT PLAY -
BURIED ALIVE

Reuben Pasis, 7 Years Old,
Smothers to Death in
Cave.

ROOF OF SAND DUG-OUT
FALLS, TRAPPING THREE

Edgar Abel, 14, Digs Out Her-
man Staffel Just in
Time.

Eight boys from 7 to 14 years old were
playing in the cut of a roadway at Nine-
teenth and A streets southeast yesterday
afternoon. The street runs through a
sand hill, and the boys were making a
soldier's gug-out.

The dug-out extended six feet into the
bank. At the far end Reuben Pasis, 7, of
I¥ Sixteenth street southeast, wielded &
spade. The sand was relayed to the
opening by Herman Staffel, 11, his next-
door neighbor. Edgar Abel, 14, of 1533 C
street southeast, was tha third youth in
the burrow.

Without warning the sand caved In.
Five of the boys on top of the hill just
over the cave found themselves knes
deep in sand. Young Abel was buried to
his shoulder pits. Pasls and Staffel were
compietely buried.

Abel started digging. The other five
boys ran for heln. §bel dug down #our
feet, and reached Herman Staffel gasp-
Ing for breath.

Ten minutes passed before saarchers
discovered the body of Pasis. He was
dragged from the sand as Casuslty Hos-
pital physiclans arrived. Dr. Warner, of
the hospital staff, said the boy had been
dead probably four minutes.

Herman Btaffel was taken home. His
body Is brulsed and he is suffering from
shock, but his comdition Is not serious.
He is belng treated by Dr. J, Albert
Potter, 300 Second street southeast, one
of the first physiclans to reach the
scene.

The boys who witnessed the tragedy
were George Oxford, 12 &1 Sixteenth
street southeast; Charles Miller, 12, 1484
E street southeast; Lester Lynn, 10, 309
Bixteenth street southeast; Le Roy
Btaffel, 13, brother of the Injured youth,
and Jacob Pasls, 14, brother of the dead
boy.

Mexicans Shot

In Border War

Twenty-five Carranzista Sol-
diers Thought to Have Been
Killed in New Battle.

Special to The Washington Herald.

Brownsville, Tex., Sept. 17.—Belween
twenty and twenty-five Carranzista
soldlers are believed to have been
killed today by American troops In
two battles along the Rio Grande.
There were no American casualties

Both battles were started by thed
Cnrrnnxlsun, who fired on American
troops. One took place before Mata-
moras, the Mexican town acrosa the
Rio Grande, three miles from here, and
the other at Los ‘Ebanos, fifty miles
north and west of Brownsville.

As a3 result of the attacks by Car-
ranzistas on American troops serious
internaional complications are feared.
Race feeling is high and the Mexi-
cans in Matamoras are in a frensy.
All American residents of that town
have fled to Brownsville for thelr
lives. Other forelgners are coming
here for refuge. They say that an
anti-American outbreak -may occur at
any time.,

Gen. Nafareta tonight denied’ that
his troops were responsible for the
fghting. He charged tHat American
troopers were the only ones who did
any shooting and declares that they
fired without cause.

Germans Make to Poles.
Berlin (by wireless), 17.—Work
for the unemployad, better roads, and

{|  first taking

chapter to the
romances of
Mrs. M. L. B.
Huntington and
Jay B. Lippin-
cott, ex-cham-
pion polo play-
er. The divorce
of the Hunting-
tons was one of
a series of sur.
prises in which
they figured, the
place in 1910,
when they be-

came engaged.
Sooulilherthe

was broken off.

O

e EL L
MRS.

Special to The Washington Herald

Philadelphia, Sept. 17.—Philadelphia so-
ciety was shaken to its foundations by
&n announcement today by Bishop Rhine-
lander, head of the Episcopal dlocese of
Fhiladelphia, that the recent marriage
of Jay B. Lippincott to Mrs. Mary L. Bo-
gart Huntington, divorced wife of Irving
| Huntineten, at Flushing, I. I, was ille-
sl

The New York clergyman who officlated
at the Wwedding, according to RBilshop
Rhinelander, violated the tenets of the
Eplscopal Church when he performed the
ceremony.

L. HUNTINGTON.

.

The wedding took place yesterday. The
diocesan rules forbid the performance of
a marriage ceremony by an Eplscopal
clergyman for one year after a divorece,
and as Mrs. Huntington was freed last
February from E. Irving Huntington. a
descendant of Washington Irving, Rev.
Benjamin C. Warren, a Methodist clergy-
! man.-cilelated . _ e}

Mr. Lippincett's first wife wag Miss
Camilla E. Hare, ¢f Washington, whé bb-
tained a divorce from him In 1910 in Col-
orade Springs, alleging Incompatibllity
f emper. He has two da ters, Misa
Camilla, 1%, and Miss Pﬂuil‘am 1.

Risks Life, But

Friend Drowns

Norman Padgett Narrowly
Escapes Death Trying to
Save Alvin Burrows.

Alvin Burrows, 20, of 1915 Good Hope
roa, drowned yesterday in [Eastern
Branch wnen attacked with cramps. Nor-
man Padgett, 2, of the same address,
went down attempting to rescus Sur.ows.
ra‘gett wag saved when L. J. Johnson,
1307 Pennsylvanla avenue southeast, a
passerby, dragged him over a seawall
Burrows and Padgett, with Clifton J.
Smith, were swimniing In the branch near
Anacosiia Bridge. All live at the same
house and are employed In the F. H.
Kramer floral shop. Abutting the water,
eighteen fect deep, Is a scawall a few
fect above the water's level

Burrows was swimming out about ten
feet from the wall when he sank. Pad-
gctt dove for him and was clutched in the
drowning y:uth's grip. Padgett tried to
swim to the wa!l with his burden, but
became exhausted and was forced to
let go.

L. J. Johnson, who heard cries for help,
ran to the wall as Fadgett clung to the
stnne, and pulled him out Burrows'
body was 1ecoversd an hour later by
Barney Berry, employed in Balley's boat-
house, &t the fool of Eileventh street
southeast.

TROOP TRAIN BLASTED; 80 DIE.

Mexican Soldiers, Women .;l Chil-
drem Killed in Wreck.,
Laredo, Tex., Bept 17.—Ninety soldiers
were killed when a Mexican military
traln wag wrecked near Baltfllo Wednes-
day, according to reports recelved at
Neuvo Laredo. The train was blown up.
The force of the explosion hurled the
coaches fromm the tracks and two of
them crashed to the bottom of a can-
yon. The train was the property of the
Carranza army and the soldlers were
from the garrison st Saitillo. Many of
the soldiers had their familids with them
and the victims included many women
and children. -

Says He Took Million in Stock.
Trenton, N. J., Sept.

Dangerous Subs
To Go On Shelf

All of F Type Ordered Out
of Commission by

© .aiels.

All of the F ype of submarines yester-
day were ordered out of commission by
Secretary of the Navy Danlels. The rea-
son assigned is that they are unsafe.

The Washington Herald in a news ar-
ticle September 1 pointed out the glar-
Ing defects in the submarine F-{, and
zalled attention to the official admission
that “all three of the remalning boats of
the F class posseas the same defects.™

Secretary Danlels =ald that It s now
certain that the F-{ sank off Honolulu
harbor because of an explosion of her
batteries. The report of the examining
board to this effect, he stated, convinced
him that the type Is too dangerous to
continue in service until a plan for mak-
ing them safe has bheen devised,

msmm_ma that his action In
withdrawing the F type from service was
due entirely to his bellef that every pre-
caution should be taken to make the sub-
marineg of the navy safe. If It is fmpoe-
sible, he sald, to make these boatls safe
he wiil have them retired from the serv-
ice for all time.

RAIN CHASES HOT WAVE
INTO SUMMER OF 1916

Downpour of Last Night Marks End
of 1915 Heat, Says

Forecaster.

Washington today will enjoy north-
erly winds and & drop of at least ten
degrees in temperaturs, Chief Fore-
caster E. H. Bowile sald last night.
The downpour yesterday evening
marked the end of the 1915 heat wave,
he sald. Although straw hats will be
legitimates for a few days longer,
“weather will be comfortable,” as
forecaster puts it

g

At § o'clock last evening the mer-
cury was at 85, quivering at the ap-
proaching ciouds. Two hours Ilater,
after the ratd bhad driven steam from
the streets, the mercury was at 72 with
s nortberly breese blowing. Mr. Bowie
sald the mercury may recover from
the shoek but will be unable to cHmb
higher than 53 today.

Several hat stores I Ninth street
northwest ;wers open umntil 9 o'clock
wearing & new “1d™ aad carrying the

——

Weds W;shington Girl's Former H usband;_-
" Marriage Is Illegal, Declares Bishop

" ONE CENT.

— |
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VESSEL FIRED BY EXPLOSIVES.

Eighteen Fhaes Found om Fabre
Limegy Samt’ Anna.

High explosives found in hold No.
of the Fabre liner Sant’ Anna were the
cause of the fire on that vessel. which
was bound from New York to Mar-
sellles with 1.764 passengers. mosily
Italian reservists.

Consul Walter H. Schuls at St
Michaels, Azores Islands, cabled a re-
port to the State Department yester-
day. He says the Sant’ Anna arrived
at Porto Delgarda on Thursday even-
ing. Officers of the vessel reported
that on September 12, at midnight, fire
broke out. The ship's officers stated
that elghteen fuses were found and
that thers had been many explosions.

Mr. Bchuls reports that 805 passen-
gers were transferred to the [Itallan
vessel Ancona on Beptember 13. The
Sant’ Anna was to proceed on her voy-
sge today with 1,196 passengers.

Offlclals of the Navy Department ex-
press the opinion that the exploaives
wers smuggled on board under the

gulse of bagzage.

WAR TO SHIFT
TO NEW ZONE

Teutons Plan Against Italy or
Serbia, Military Critics
Think.

GREAT PRECAUTIONS TO
GUARD SECRET OF KAISER
No Papers or Letters Allowed to

Leave Germany—Frontier
Watch Redoubled.

Special Cable to The Weshington Herald

Rotterdam, Sept. 17.—The central pow-
ers ars preparing plans for a new cam-
paign that shortly will turn the atten-
tion of the world from the front upom
which they have concentrated such tre-
mendous efforts during the past six
months.

Just where the new blow will fall has
not leaked out. In the first place, not a

has left those countries for several days
and for a week no letters have heen re-
ceived. In regard to Germany also there
has been a marked decrease In the facill-

s for communication with the world.

tier regulations have been #strictly
enforced and the travelers between Ger-
many and Holland have been weeded
down to small numbers.

Germans Plan to “Dig In.”

On the Belgo-Dutch frontier there
have been similar happenings, and it is
reported measures have been taken to
cloge the Bwiss frontier to prevent the
carrying of news into France.

The Tue’~r _ave no intention of
prosecuting further thelr advance into
Russla after they have achleved the
immediate object of gaining a firm grip
on the Dvinsk-Vilna-Rovno Railroad
and the raliroad from Dvinsk to Riga.
With the control of these impertant
lateral lines, the intention of Lhe Ger-
mans Is to dig In on the Eastermr front
and to transfer all but a wvery small
number of troops to another front.

New Blow In South.

High German officials in Brussels

have expressed the opinlon that the al-
lled lHne In the West Is impregnable.
It is more likely, therefore, that the
new blow will be directed against
cither Italy or Serbia.
Despite the hard fighting on the
Eastern front, owing to the gallant
recovery of Russia, the transfer of
large numbers of troops already has
begun. Scores of thousands have passed
Alx-la-Chappelle. Even more signifi-
cent are the movements of the Auastri-
ans, whose forces facing Russia re-
cently have been considered weakened.
This step was prematurs from a mii-
itary standpoint. and the Russian lead-
ers ih Galaclia took splendid advantage
of It. The explanation given Is that
the hdrawals of Austrian troops
was imposed by force af circumstances
in connectlon with Austria’s share In
the general scheme for a new offensive
in a new theater, which offensive soon
will be in operation.

U. S. NOTE WILL PROTEST
AGAINST BRITISH STAND

Document Will Not Be Sent Until Sub-
marine Issue with Germany Is

|
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single Austrian or German no“mw).nd

\VILNA, IN GRIP
OF KAISER, TO
BE EVACUATED

Petrograd Abandons Hope
for City Surrounded on
Three Sides.

REFUGEES CROWD ROADS
FLEEING FROM INVADERS

Hindenburg Hurls 400,000 Men
at Riga—No Decision in Battles
in Galician Theater.

Bpecial Cably to The Washingtos Hersld.
London, Sept. IT.—Surrounded on
sides, the occupation of Vilna by
Germans Is belleved to be & matter
only a short time.
Hindenburg’s forces, which
Vilna and Dvinsk by cutting the

practically abandon hope for Viina.

Thousands of refugeds are on the reads
leading out of the city, it is sald. The
state archives and the gold in the banks
have been removed. The civil government
has completely evacuated.

The great factories which mads Vima
one of the leading cities of Russia, have
been removed and the empiloyes have fled.

Viina, for the Rlssians, forms & dan-
gerous salient, as Warsaw 4id in Poland.
The Germans have made practically an
Hentical campaign against it. The tongs
of the German are now closing In, accord-
Ing to Berlin reports, morth of the city
and the Russians expect to give it up.

Fire Curtals Fails. ’

While mseveral groups of his army ars
engaged in the Vima operations, Hinden-
burg is hurling #0000 men at Riga, ac-
cording to Petrograd advices.

His armies are now along the Dvina
River on a wide front, and are hurling
tons of l*ad and iron across the steam in
an effort to reduce the Russian positions
effect a crossing. So far the Ger.
man curtain of fire has falled in s ob-
Ject, (Y
It - it succeeds and the
cros®cd, the German campalgn, it Is

and Dvinsk would be so serfously men-
sced that their evacuation might be-
come mnecessary, and the  Germans
would be left free to dig In along the
river and release he .y forreas for usg
sisewhere.

. No Decision In Sewth.
Severe fignting continues on the
southern wing in Eastern Galicia, but
fhe actions have xo0 far made, no
change I:': the general situation. The
losses of life, however, are reported Lo
be severe on both sides.

Von Mackensen, pushing from Finsk,
has cleared the Russians from the
marshy region in that district, aecord-
ing to Berlin, and is advancing on the
Vilna-Rovno Raliway. Further north
other German groups are attempting
to reach the lineg In the regioms of
Lida and Baranovitch.

BRITISH HOLDING 120
MILES OF WAR LINE

Heavy Re—enforcl#l le;‘ ing Into
France, American Declares—Swiss

Neutrality Strained.
New York, Sept. 17.—"British troops
gre now holdirg 120 miles of the bat-
tle front in France and Balglum,” said
T. H. Nash, of Cleveland. Ohlo, who ar-
rived here today from Liverpool on the
Ealtle.
“A steady siream of British trans-
ports Is passed from Dover and other
British ports to Boulogne and other
French ports loaded with troops. Thess
trips are mostly made at night to avold
German submarines, and when they
are made In daylight strong convoys
of warships accompany them.
“The British frort is constantly be-
ing re-enforced, and the French are
taking advantage of the English re-
enforcement to give more furloughs to
their troops, some of whom have been
on the front for nearly a year without
having an opportunity to visit their
homes.
] was told there are now more than
1.000,000 British soldliers on the firing
line.
“Switserland's neutrality is belng
strained by both Austria and Italy. At
one point on the Austro-Italias fromt

the battle front both sides are firing
across this meck of land. Many
fall and explode upon Bwiss soll
this is causing much Indignstion in the
little mountain republic. About half

_|ot the Swiss army is mobilized there.”

BULGAR KING OVER BALEKANS!
Newspaper Says Kalser Has Pledged
' Throme te Manareh.

Turin, Sept. 17.—The “Stampe.™

lteved, will be near completion. Rigs .

where & corner of Bwisa soil juts into




