
T WM?PHHMMiaiHHl""M.-ue- . s wvfMHs-y.1!- !; fr.T7''? ,..$ Sy--- ".dg't "

THE WASHINGTON HERALD, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1915.

SCANDINAVIA UNITED AGAINST WAR
- ! II 1 I

TheVaUat Little Nations of the North

Ttiat'Once Were Foremost in Anns
Are Now Armed tor Peace Alone,

and and Pro-Allie- s, in
Sweden, Norway and Denmark, Are r
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United Only in Their Desire to Keep

Their Countries Out of the Great

Conflict.

By JAMES MORGAN.

Mr. Morgan tells the story of a race
of famous narrlora that Is now kftj-In- c

the peace on the Ten edge of the
crest battlefield of Europe, a story of
Northmen and Normans, of Unstavu
Adolphus and Charles XII and a atorr
of the three little democratic kingdoms
of Sweden, Norway and Denmark In
the midst of the big warring empires.

The roll of the great war powers
the past that now are upholding the

white banner of peace in the midst
of this world conflict would be in-

complete without the three little
of the north. For like the Swiss,

the Dutch and the Spaniards, the Scan-

dinavians long trod the was of mar-

tial glory and have sounded the depths
and shoals of mllitarv honor.

The Mediterranem and the Baltic
ar th tno lountains of European civi-Jiia'i-

Most of t.ie great streams or
mankind that have poured oer Eu-

rope and irrigated that continent, took
their rise in one or the other of those

As Greece and Rome fell, the Med-

iterranean fell, whereupon a torrent of
Goths and Vandals, Anglos and Sax-

ons swept down from the southern
coast of the Baltic to replenish the
land with fresh races of men. When
the empire they formed under the
crown of Charlemagne subided. civi-

lization in the Mediterranean basin
ebbed once more, and then Europe was

inundated anew by a human flood

from the northern shore of the Bal-

tic
For the ocean of humanity alwas is

seeking a level This process is going
on under our eyes toda. only now the
migratory hosts are armed simply

with steerage tickets and no longer
hae to hew their wa about the world
w ith battle axes But a far greater
horde is led forth in a ear by the
enterprising steamship agent than
followed Alaric or any of the martial
chiefs of old

From Nornmbcga to Kiev.

Visitors to Boston may smile at the
statue of Leif Ericcson as a vain boast
in bronze by the conceited and ex-

clusive Bostonians that their town
was the object of a special voyage
of discovery 500 ears before the rest
ol the country was brought to light
Nevertheless. the Northmen were
ubiquitous ir that eleventh centurj
and. in the course of their globe trot-lin- g,

the well ma have taken in
the Hub of the Universe.

It is certain they colonized Green-

land then, and visited Newfoundland,
whence it would have been but a
short excursion to Boston Sober his-

torians agree that the made a s'ae
trip about the ear 1000 to a place
where the wild grape grew and that
Ntw England probably is the V.ne-lan- d

of tile Viking song
While Norumbega remains onlv the

fabled city of the sons of Eri the
Red. its legendary birth was in that
golden age of the sea rovers, w hen
the reared above conquered lands
thO'-- e 'astle lowers and cathedral
spires winh lemam the noblest leg-

acies from the Normans. I'ntil I

these. 1 iiad noi thought of coupling
up the Saga tales of Norse adventures
.ii the New Wui Id with tht- - more sub-

stantial if not more enduring monu-

ments of their kinsmen in Europe in

the same era Noi had I appreciated
how wide a s.ath tin Scandmav.ans
cut in that eventful eleventh lenturj

For it was in the eentuiy of Lief

Ericsson's vojages that the Normans
were 'lus.ly lav.ng the stones of the

chateaux and churcl es and abbevs. j

wnose unfading beauty still thrills the j

wuvfarer at Mom St. Mirlic'. at Caen, j

:.t Fecjnip ana n. o'her N'ormand

tovns It was tnen. too. that thev I

crect"d the Towei r London by the

Thames as a warning sign of their
t'onuuesi of Erijland in 106S At the j

t,aire time thev were conquering an- -

o'her island on the oppusite side of
(

Europe, where that most beat tiful of

bights of Monreale above the city of
raleimo is a lasting memorial of more

than 100 eats of Norman rule in Sic-il- j.

Meanwhile the Swedish rulers or
Russia were lifting the Greek cross
above thoir cathedral of St. Sophia,
which continues to lare the curious
traveler to the capital
of Novogorod. and were rounding the
seven domes that remain to this day
the pride of the old city of Kiev.

Tlir Northman's Job.
In all their endless wanderings, men

jjo only where they are needed. They
are as subject as any commodity to
the law of supply and demand, and
the tide of immigrants rises and falls
at Ellis Island with th ebb and flow
of American Industry. When mills and
mines are busiest, and there are more
spindles and picks than men. when
there are rails to be laid and trees to
ie felled, the vacant Job draws Its
aan across the seas from the remotest
Carpathian hamlet or Sicilian farm.

Now, the Job that called the North
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men in the ninth. tnth and eleventh
centuries was that of ruling and law
giving. Wherever the Scandinavians
went they implanted among insubordi-
nate and distracted peoples the spirit
of obedience, which is the first law
of the stern North, where men learn
to obey and to labor undr the un-

sparing lash of Jack Frost
The Scandinavians abroad were a

great unif.ving force, but at home the
have failed to achieve a permanent
union amonc themselves. B ioal
marriages, the thiee crowns were
merged earlj in the fourteenth cen-tur- v.

and under the leadership of Den-

mark thej were held together by

main strength for a period of 2uo

vcars. Then a bwedish nobleman. Cus-lav-

Ericsson, or Gustavus Va-- a,

stole back from exile to liberate his
countrj from the Danish King.

While tramping about in disguise
and working in helds and mines. Gus-

tavus prepared the revolution of 1321,

which made faweden independent and
which seated her deliverer on a new --

1 set up throne. For neailj 300 jears
Sweden remained beneath the rule ol
the descendants of Gustavus 1. who

found her small and made her great,
but left her smaller than thev found

her The Vasas convened a liltlr. re-

mote nation into a conquering mili-

tary power, but their surest titles to
remembrance aie in the fame of Gus-

tavus Adoiphus ard Charles Nil, two
of the most extraordinary monarchs
in historv.

4ulnvaii Adolphas.
Gustavus Adolphus, who was the

grandson of the Revolutionary found-

er ol the Vasa Uvnastv, came to the
throne at 17 and was vet onlv 3S at
Ins death But in the course if his
brief jtisn of fvtntj-on- e sears from
If 11 to ICU he carried tne banner
of Sweden Ii triumph around the
shores of the Baltic and made tnat
rea. a Swedish lake

Fust he wfcipied Russia and shut
her out from the Baltic,
.n nis kingdom the boggy soil where
J'etrogtad now stands Next he whip-

ped Fcland and carried his frontier
down the .southern shore clear to
Riga.

Tnen came the Thirty Years' War.
in which Gustavus was the daring
chieftain of the Protestants and the
ally as well of Catholic France. Al-

though he fell at the battle of Lutzen,
in the midst of that devastating and
calamitous struggle and left his throne
to his daughter. Christina,
Sweden reaped a rich reward for her
martial rrovvess, when the Peace of
Westphalia was made.

By the terms of that settlement the
girl Queen of Sweden received the" two
German ports of Stettin and Bremen
and various strips of the German
coastJn her reign Sweden reached
out ?ven across the Atlantic, where
the colony of New Sweden was plant-
ed on the American shore, but only
to be taken by the Dutch, and finally
to become the English colony of Dela-
ware. But the restless Christina
simply could not bring herself to
marry and settle down on & throne.
So, throwing away her crown, like a
last season's hat, she bade farewell
to her kingdom at -- S and wandered
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over Europe the remaining 33 years
of her checkered life

The cousin to whom the weariea
Queen resigned her throne was suc-
ceeded by a 4- - ear-ol- d son. who in
turn was succeeded bv a
son Charles II The coronation of this
care-fre- e vouth was seized unon bv

KDciiinark. Russia and Poland as an
oppoitune time to reco' er the conquests
which Sweden had made at their

But that league against him aroused
Chailes from his vouthful pastimes
Drawing his sword at the hwul of his
arm) he waded to his neck through
the waters that separated him from
the Danish shore, and at Is he was
victorious over Denmark Hastening
to the opposite end of the Baltic, the
voung conqueror overwhelmed I'etcr
the Great at Narva Although he was
outnumbered in that battle more than
two to one. he took so manv-- Russian
prisoners that he could not teed them,
and cutting off their Oriental skirts
he sent them "jack bare legged to the
Czar.

At once the victc- - of Narva turned
and put to rout another armj of Poles
and Saxons At 21 he was the con-
queror of Poland, with her crewn at
his disposal, and the simple blue coat
of the invincible warrior of the north
uas almost as celebrated as the grav
coat of his Corsican successor on
those war-trodd- fields just 100 vears
afterward
' L'ke Napoleon, too. Cha-l- es was
lured to his fate bj th unconquer-
able wilds of Russia, which tempted
him on into their limitless spaces
While foundering abou on the long
road to Moscow he lost his armv at
Paltava, in 170:'. and saved himself
only bv fleeing to Turkej

For five vears he was first the
guest and then the prisoner of the
Sultnn When at last he escaped he
found four nations, Russia, Denmark,
Monv and Prussia, banded topretn..
in overwhelming strength and deter-
mined to dismember his kingdom To
distract, or divide them, he invaded
Norwaj, wh'ch then belonged to Den-
mark, and there u bullrt put a perioa
10 his strange career, at the age of 36

Whethei the fata! hall v as fired by
a Danish foe or a Swedish traitor long
remained an open dispute, in the
course of which the King's body was
l.vice taken from the tomb for sur-
gical examination The second ex-

humation took place as recently a;
1S59. almost 150 jears after his death
Then at last it was definite deter-
mined that he was not shot from be-
hind, and thus the Swedish character
was cleared of the charge of assas-
sination

The bachelor King was succeeded by
his sister Ulrica, but she shrank from
the ordeal of reaping the whirlwind
that her brother and his predecessors
had sown, and she passed the crown
to her German husband. Revengeful
neighbors pressed agair st the frontier,
clamorous for an accounting with
their long-tim- e conqueror, and to ap-
pease them Sweden had to disgorge
nearly all the spoils gathered In 100
j oars of conflict. In the end she did
well to escape the fate or partitionea
Poland, which Frederick the Great
would have meted out to her.

In the Last Great War.
Sweden's "crowded hour of glorious

life" was closed and her people gladly
turned to "the inglorious arts of
peace." But as she fell forever from
the heights of a great power abroad,
she gained prosperity and liberty at
home. Nevertheless, the memories ot
her martial days urged her Into a los-
ing strife with Russia. Into the Seven
Vears" War, in(o the wars against the
French Revolution and Anally Into the
struggle with Napoleon, when she lost
Finland, the last of her outlylns ter-
ritory.

The Scandinavian States today are
profiting; by the lesson they learned
In that great conflict 100 years ago.!

(Q&CttHCOO ESH , ABU Jf M. X
bH-bbE- .Sal

They rashly ventured too near the fire
) then and their fingers were badly

burned
First Denmark felt the heavy hand

of England which chastised her for
having joined in the League of Armed
Neutrality- in lsOo For that presump
tion, a British Peet bombarded Copen-
hagen, where Nelson held the spy
glass to his blind eje so that he
might not see the signal to cease
firing, which he was told Ips comma-

nder-in-chief had hoisted on the
flagship

Sweden incurred a still harder pen-
alty at the hands of Napoleon for
abandoning the League of Neutrals
and joining England and her allies
In this abandonment of the league she
onl "ollowed Russia, but when Na-
poleon and Alexandci made up at the
love feast of Tilsit, the French Em-
peror sealed their friendship by giv-

ing the Czar permission to snatch Fin-
land from hweden

t the time Denmark, which
remained faithful to the principles of
the league, received another severe
punishment from England. which
swooped down on Copenhagen, grab-
bed the entire Danish navy and car-
ried it oft for "safe keepmg" Natural-l- j

that depredation drove the Dares
into the open arms o' Napoleon, whose
faithful a!I Denmark remained to the
bitter end

And it was indeed bitter enough
Fci vwhen Napoleon w:s overthrown,
the Congress of Vienna took Norway
from Napoleon s Danish all and hand-
ed it over to the King of Sweden as a
reward for Swedish assistance in the
Napoleonic wars and as a compensa-
tion for the loss of Finland

But Denmark did not drain the glass
at Vienna It remained for Bismarck
to press it to her lips again after forty
vearr had passed and give the Danes
the fiist of his drastic doses of blood
and iron

Mindinc Their Own Business.
Although Denmark is Scandinavian

in her culture she is not Scandinavian
in geography. She does not belong to
that peninsula which hangs down
from the top of Europe, but is joined
to Southern Europe and to Germany
For hundreds of jears her Kings had
also been Dukes of Schleswig-Holstel- n.

and as such the were members of
the ancient Germanic Empire.

When Prussia began to fcrm a n

Empire, almost her first step
was to take those provinces awav
from the Danish crown. This surgery
was attended by some blood letting in
the course of a six months' war in
1S64 when the Prussian military ma-
chine crushed its way slowly into
Denmark herself and compelled the
cession of the disputed ground.

With the loss of Schleswig-Hol-Stei- n,

the Scandinavians had parted
with their last holding in Europe out-
side of Scandinavia and were shut In
among themselves. But there are
about 11.000,000 of them in all quite
enough to keep one another company.
They have their regretful memories,
of course, but nations are all the hap-
pier without things that don't belong;
to them and with nothing to do but
mind their own business.

There are several was of casting
up a country's possessions. One is by
counting the number of people It holds
In subjection. Another Is to count up
the deposits In its savings banks.

Now. Great Britain has hundreds of
millions of subjects, but her people at
home have only an average of about
$20 In the savings bank, where the
Swiss have an average of JS6. Rus-
sia has more people than she ever has
been able to count, but the Russians
have hardly $5 apiece in the savings
bank, while the Danes have $67. the
Norwegians $62 and the Swedes about
$45. it does pay to mind your own
business.

Scandinavia may no longer have a
seat at the council table of Europe.
where princes play for high stakes
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and people are only counters in the
game, but she holds a higher place
than ever In the clearing house of the
world's business With hardl more
than 1.000 square miles of land that
she can cultivate. Norway is fourth
among the great maritime nations. She
has more tonnage than Russia or
France. Austria or Italy and only Eng-
land, the United States and Germany
exceeded her total Sweden ranks
eighth in a fundamental test of na-
tional strength, the production of iron,
ann Norway stands high as a pro-
ducer of copper. Little Denmark has
doubled her population in a century
and has become the dairy and garden
of England

And there are empires of brains
as well a empires of bavonets The
chisel of Thorwaldsen. the brush of
Zorn. the bow of Ole 3ull. the pens of
Hans Christian Andersen. Bjernsen
and Ibsen have made Scandinavia a
world power with a far wider sway
over men than she won by the sword
of Gustavus Adolphus and lost by the
sw ord of Charles XII. And where are
there braver soldiers and conquerors
than Nansen and Sver. Hedln. those
daring explorers of the wild north and
wild east?

A Itosewnter Hevolntlon.
So well have these once-warli-

peoples learned peace that in 1303 they '
set before the world the example of
a political revolution by peaceable
means Although Norway for 500 ears
had been first under the Danish and
next under the Swedish crowns, and
even her ancient language had been
virtually supplanted by the Danisn
tongue, she never ceased to regret the
loss of her Independence. Finally when
political and economic considerations
vi ere brought to the support of this
sentiment, the national aspiration was
realized

Norway was not a dependency of
Sweden. They were equally ludepenc-en- t

kingdoms but with one king, who
governed each ountry through a cab-
inet of Its own, except that the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs rerved both.
As the Swedish Parliament, however,
gained the mastery of the Swedish
Cabinet, including the Foreign Minis-ter- j.

it necessarily brought the foreign
affairs of both kingdoms under its
control. Whereat the Norwegian Par-
liament complained. And since Nor-
way's foreign trade was much larger
than that of Sweden, it passed a bill
providing for a separate Norwegian con
sular service. This measure being
vetoed by the King under the advice
of his Swedish ministers, the Nor-
wegian Parliament proposed to
people of Norway a dlssolutlo
the union.

On that momentous referendum,
nearly 400.000 votes were cast for se
cession and .fewer than 200 for main
taining the union. Whereupon the
King was coolly declared "out of
office."

Did the King call for his sword
and horse? Did Sweden, twice tne
size of revolted Norway, sound
boots and saddles? Not at all. On
the contrary, she repressed her bit-
ter emotions, and with her sober
second thought adopted the watch
word of Gen. WInfield Scott at the
outset of the Southern secession In
1S61, "Wayward sister, depart In peace,"

Itoral Democracies.
When the Norwegians became In-

dependent they might naturally have
set up a republic beflttingvthelr dem-
ocratic simplicity. But they were ad-
vised that the crowned heads of

mw.
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Europe thought there were republics
enough already, and they chose a
Danish prince. And this prince, who
had married his English cousin, the
Princess Maud, daughter of Edward
VII and Alexandra, was crowned
King Haakon VII In the old cathe-
dral of Trondhjem.

Although the Scandinavians now
have three Kings, they are chiefly
decorative. Norway and Denmark at
least are more democratically gov-
erned than any republic except Switz-
erland, but Sweden is more or less
burdened by an aristocracy which Is
a legacy of her martial glory.

Norway might be called a peasant
nation. For when nobles were in the
making there was no Norwegian
King to make them for Norway, and
the only aristocrats she saw were
Danes Her native aristocracy, there-
fore, is the nobility of merit which
needs must have its patents renewed
each day and must be forever pol-
ishing its decorations.

Denmark, too. is under peasant
rule. In the United States a third
of the farmers are tenants. But In
Denmark 90 per cent own their farms.
Not only that, but by an elaborate
sstem of the Danish
peasants own nearly all lines of bus-
iness that touch their welfare. They
are their own middlemen and their
own bank Naturally, such men
n a tk mi n Milan winnvl Vinlf v Adie iiicu unu tuiciD) utat ij nan ma
members of the popular house being
peasant farmers, and the same class
holds several portfolios In the cabi-
net of the King.

.Toepbln- - Motner of Kings.
The throne is a soft, if not luxurious-

ly apholstered berth in Scandinavia. The
crown is a sinecure.

Nevertheless, Scandinavian roalty Is
a rather interesting crowd The Danish
roval family, for example, supplied Kings
for both Greece and Norway. And the
Dowager Empress Marie of Russia and
the Dowager Queen Alexandra of Eng-
land are Danes.

The origin of the Swedish royal fam
ily is one of the romances of history.
The Corsicans proudly pointed out to me
a stone bridge which the founder of the
reigning house of Sweden helped to
build while serving In that island as a
French sergeant of marines.

When a childless old man sat in the
twilight of the kingly race of Vasas, Na
poleon stood at his blazing meridian and
the Swedes turned to France for a suc
cessor to the throne. But wittingly or
not. they proposed to take that one of
his marshals whom the emperor disliked
and distrusted most of all. Nevertheless.
he consented to their selection of Bema-dott- e.

and bade the new crown prince of
Sweden "go and let our destinies be ac
complished.'

In the eyes of Napoleon the only re-
deeming thing about Marshal Berna- -
dotte was his marriage to Desiree Clary.
For she had been the first of his avowed
sweethearts and she had arraigned him
for breaking her heart when he took up
with Josephine. He was relieved, there
fore, when Bernadotte stepped In to re-
pair tho break, and he stood godfather
to their baby boy. Oscar.

Much as he secretly resented the ele-
vation of her husband to the rank of
royalty, he was somewhat consoled by
the thought that though he had deprived
Desiree of the crown of France, she
would yet wear a crown. "Bernadotte."
he growled, "may thank his marriage for
his baton.shIs principality of Pontecorvo
and the crovyn of Sweden."

And the romance- has a sequel. Al-

though Josephine was put away by Na
poleon because of her failure to become I
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the mother of his d nasty. It was her
destiny to become the mother of the
Bernadotte dynasty in Sweden and a ma-
ternal ancestor of al) three of the reign-
ing Kings of Scandinavia. For when
Napoleon's godson, Oscar Bernadotte.
went as the Swedish crown
prince his choice fell upon the Print-es-a

Josephine of Leucbtenberg. daughter of
Eugene Beauharnals and granddaughter
or the divorced Empress of the French.
And n daughter to this Queen Josephine.
as she is known to Swedish history, be
came the mother of the present King of
Denmark and of the present King ot
Norway. But no drop of Napoleonic
blood courses beneath & crown any-
where.

A Triple Alliance Against War.
At the breaking up of the union of

Sweden and Norway there was a nat-
ural fear that in the enmity aroused
by the separation, the two Jclngdoma
would no longer stand together against
toreign foes. But the war quickly re-

united them in an agreement that
amounts to a sound, working alliance
for all defensive purposes. Thl3 pact
was followed last September by the meet-
ing of the three Kings of the North In a.
conference at Malmo on the Swedish
shore, and there the foreign ministers
of Scandinavia laid plans for defending
Its neutrality.

J"or several years before the war the
countries were agitated over the ques-
tion of military preparedness for the
inevitable struggle, but radical and

ministries were in power.
Nevertheless, large amounts of money
for the military and naval equipment
were raised by public appeals. In tho
spring, before the OJtbreak of hostilities.
a great demonstration by the advocates
of preparedness was made at Stock- ilm.
The King having manifested his em-
pathy with it. the cabinet resigned. I but
in the election that followed the King
gained some added supporters for tho
plans of the military faction.

Since the war came, the kingdoms
have anxiously counted noses and have
marshaled their forces. Almost all
Scandinavians of military age are tak-
ing turns with the colors and there is
a continual going and coming between
farms and snops and camps. The boast
is made that Scandinavia will soon have
a full million of more or less trained
men.

But the jealousies of the great are
the surest protection of the small states.
After Norway had set herself up as an
independent nation. England. Germany,
Russia, and France united in guaran-
teeing her independence. And no one of
them would stand idlv-- by while another
tore up that scrap of paper. Germany
does not want Russia over her head. and.
of course, no one wants Germany to be-

come the sole gate keeper of the Baltic.
Perhaps England might like to seize a
Scandinavian base for an invasion of
North Germany. But she ou;ht to hesi-
tate to ield to the temptation whilo
German 's navy Is "in being." for if she
did undertake such an operation the
Kiel Canal would be on her right flank.
United for Peace, Divided for Tl'ar.

The Scandinavians are likely to cling
more earnestly to their neutrality be-

cause it is the only thing they can surely
agree upon amid the distractions of the

'war. For they view the strife from very
different standpoints. Every naticn has
Its own favorite bugbear and the Rus-
sian bear Is Sweden's and Norway's.
They know that their territory hangs
like a curtain over the window which
Peter the Great opened on Europe when
he planted Russia on the shores of the
Baltic

Down In Denmark, on the other hand.
the German Michael is the bogy man.
For Prussianized Schleswlg- - is the Danish
irridento, and there was long a lively
suspicion that the mailed fist might close
In on Denmark, which is the gate of the
Baltic The construction of the Kiel
Canal relieved that situation, however,
by giving Germany her own exit from
the northern sea. But the .Danes no
more than the French forget the "lost
provinces" In PrusMan captivity.

At the same time. Sweden remembers
her "lost province" In Russian captivity.
Although she hardly dreams of regain-
ing Finland, she and Norway dread the
next westward step of the bear In his
unresting, but long-baffl- search for
warm water. And he knows only too
well that the Gulf Stream never lets the
Ice thicken In Norwegian harbors.

It Is well that the peoples of the
north are so firmly united for peace.
If unhappily that should fall them. It
might not be easy to unite them for
war.
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