The week has produced something
progressive in the plan of national de-
fense,

There have been conferences at the
White House and at the Navy Depart-
ment regarding the nival building pro-

zram,. in which event Chairman Padgett:

participated.

There hilve been seasions of the or-
ganizations formed to promote a public
knowledge concerning. and to create a
public sentiment in faver of, adeguate
national defense, .

The President in a speech of encour-
apement and indorsement to the menms
hers of the naval consulting board has
taken occasion to subscribe to a convic-
tion “‘that we ought to be prepared, not
for wmar. but for defense, and very ade-
quately prepared.” ‘This s the first of
the utterances from Mr. Wilson within
recegt months that may be recognised
as committing him to a policy suggestive
of service legislation.

To be sure, it is somewhal indefinite
character. as it s bound to be in
view of his lack of information and the
advisability of withholding the detalls of
his plans until he can address Congress,
There are those,

m

that there ie much to be gained for the
cause by immediate publicity: but ther
another side of the question which
1= probably influencing the President,
and that s the advantages which are
derived from belpg no more communica-
tive than he has been until he expresses
himeell fully in his annual message or
special document on the subject
dorsing the reports of the War and Navy
IDvnurtments

A

Tt in appreciated that if oo much is|
there iz danger of furnishing '

vaid now
mintertal of value
tain

tion,

te thoss who are oer-
to oppose natlonal-defense
while in a complete
torm will archieve nothing with
who are friendly to the project. It may
occur. however, that Mr. Wilgon will
foel that 1t Is wiser to share his Imonlul
edge and views with the people, since he
has told the distinguished gentiemen of
the nival econsulting board that “‘the
preparation for defense * * = iz not al

matter that the army and navs alone|

legisls-
the revelation
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balanced navy. The submarine is not —
yet gwift enough (o convoy troops, it

cannot run down and capture the ocean
liners, and it cannol carry guns of sufi-
cient weight to bombard fortifications or
cover the landing of invading troops. .
There are many, many uses fordhe ships |
of the lne if they can be designed to!
withstand the torpedo |
The ships which | fuvor \
warfarc takes lestures from both the
dAreadnausht and the crulser It alro,
hag comstruction features entirely of its
pwn. It will be nearly as powerful of-|
fensively as the dreadnaught and even,
Julcker and faster than the cruiser. |
The ship which | would build to cope |
with the submarine would have a speed
»f at least twenty-five knots and be
irmed with eight main battery guns of
neximum caliber—aay, I6-inch—iocated in |
‘our twin turrete on the center line. Thel
armor for protection against gunfire
ghould be somewhat lighter than in pres-
ot ships and the whole ship built with-
it an extra pound of metal »
lor unnecessary fittings. The luxuries of
wresent-day ees fighters would be cut to
the lowest posaible point conststent with
the bealth of the crew.

Hull Protected.

The hull to be protocted under water
igainst the torpedo and the ship divided
onto many emall compartments, with a
ompresead-air systern to check the in-
qush of water In the case of underwater
lamage. A balancing syvstem for the
iorrection of the listing of the ship due
o damuge Is an‘ essentinl (eature. The
ength should be kept to = minimum
ionsistent with the attainment of the
ipeed desired and the vensel designed to
termit quicky maneuvering. ;

This craft would present the best
bought on submarine protection, because
| should have the power to avold dam-
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cape from an onrushing torpedo. A tor-‘
pedo. as compared with a rifle projectile, |
is a slow-moving danger, and it is largely 1
luck when It hits & swift vessel. 1 do not

(limit the speed to 25 knots—the speed

must not be less than that figure. The
faster the ship the Yess chance it has of

being hit. The average specd of the fleet |
shogld be nearer M thun %5 knots.

Small Guaa Futile,

The information which we have deriv-|
ed from the present war and the lessons
of the Russo-Japanese war show the futil-
ity of guns of medium callber, The pre-
dreadnaughts had a main battery of hig |
Euns, an intermedigry battery of lighter
Euns, a sed‘ondary battery of yet lichter |
Fung, and sometimes a tertiary battery |
of smal rifles. The dreadnaught and its |
successors are fitted with a main battery |
of very big guns and a secondary battery |
of lighter guns; the Intermedinry and the !
tertiary batteries are omitted. I

T am of the opinfon igat the sscondary
battery of small guns should be retained,
at least for the present. for torpeda de-
fense, but the power of the ship should
be concentrated in the maln  battery,
which should have the larzest caliber
and longest tange rifles that it is possible
to produce. All the #ca fights have been
won by the ships with the bhizgest guns.
Therefore the guns of the new ships
should have a caliber of fAifteen or sixteen
inches; 1 have selected a major batlery
of eight rather than twelve guns in order
tn reduce weight. Since ships do not
(fight st close quarters in these dayvs. the
seeond battery need only have such gunse
45 are required for the destruction of
merchantmen or amall armed craft.

The modern battleship has a host of
comfortable, but not essentisl, fittings,
which make for the comfort of the offi-
cors and crew, but which do not add to
the fizhting power. while they do add
to the weight of the hull, 7 would fit the
new ships as simply as possible, gutting

dovwmn to the bhapest nocessities and put
the saved weight inte the boilers and en-
mines—put it inte spwed ~

| Sinees the turmesdo is a more deadly
enems than the projectile, uch of the
presenl senor 1nay come off Gnd the ship
Cdurther lghtensd. Tt might be well to
fwhelly abandon armoer, but ap that point
I am not yet decided. Certainly thel
armor must be limited to the protection !
of the vitwls mmd. the stability of the
ship: one-half of the present weight |
should be enoyzh for thess purposes. In |

any event, It is doubtful If armor pro- |
tects agalnst a full blow from a Iug!
shell, |

The hull of the propesed ship will not
differ In general appearance from the or-

dinazy hull, but its constroction will be
on new lines
The underwater armor will bhe Inside

and so placed a8 to resist the atiack of
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Gen. and Mrs. Hugh L. Scott have as

their guest their daughter-in-law, wife
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of Lisut. ‘Walter J, Scott, Fifth Cavalry.
Mrs. John Honeycutt, of New York, has
beéen the guest of Col. and Mrs. Charles
T. Menoher the past week.

Mrs. Honeycutt's son, Capt. Francis W.
Honeycutt. left recently for San Fran-
eiseo, to sall fer the Philippines.

Capt. George S QGibbs, Signal Corps,
and Mrs. Gibbs, recently returned from
Honolulu, have taken a houpe at 1738
street, Washington.. ’
Miss Syivia Wilder, of New York, is the
guest of her father, Col. Wilber E. Wil-
der, .

Col. M. Locke. just returned frem To-
byhanna, is the guest of his somn, Capt.
Morris E. Locke, Third Fleld Artillery.
Mrs. Glasgow, wife of Ma) Willilam J.
Glasgow, has returned after spending the
weak in New York.

Capt. and Mrs. Rebert M. Barton had
dinner In honor of Mrs. Barten's siater,
Miss Sharp. of Nashville, Tenn. The
other were Miss Edith Hepburn,
Capts. Felix Hill and Duncan Elllot
Mrs. Edward Bt. J. Greble and Miss
Mildred dreble, symmer guests of
Lieut. Edward St. J. Greble, have clos-
ed their bungalow in Tobyhannz and
are visiting in Philadelphia.

In the Spur for July is a picture of
Mrs. Vanderveer, mounted on her horse

“The Dude.” The picture was taken
during the National Capital Horse
Bhow. Mrs. Vanderveer is the wife of

Lieut. H. C. Vanderveer, now stationed
at Schofleld Barracks, Hawail

Mrs. Forayth, wife of Capt. William
D. Forsyth., and little daughter left
last week to visit Mrs. Forsyth's moth-
er in_ Misslssippi., while: Capt. Forsyth
is at target practice.

Mrs. Paine, wife of Lieut George
H. Paine, |s guest of Mra.  John P.
Nicholson at Gettysburg.

Lieut. John G. Winter is a guest of
friends in New York.

Lieut. Samuel R. Hopkins laft re-
cently for San Franeclsco, to sail on
the Octaber traneport for the Philip-
plnes. —

Mrs. Popkins will remain in Wash-
ington with ‘her parents, Representa-
tive and Mrs. Willlam A. Jonsa.

Capt. Duncan Elliot entertained at
dinner Sunday in honor of Capt Morris
E. Locke.

H. Moran, from the Chamber of Com-'
merce and member of the Holy Name
Bociety, was guest Sunday of Chap-
Iain Timothy P. O'Keefe. Mr. Moran
in assisting the chaplain in the ar-
rangements for the parade of the
Holy Name Soclety, to be held In
Washington tomorrow afternoon.

The remains of the unidentified vie-
tims who lost their lives in the F-4 at
Honolulu were buried with military
honors at Arlington Cemetery Septem-
ber 28, The artillery and cavalry from
here and the bluejacketa fromn the navy
vard acled as milltary escort.

=~ Troep M.-commanded by Capt: Will-
iam . Forsyth, and Troop L, com-
manded by Capt. Robert M. Barton,
left recently for target practice. Troop
I is out mapping, whiie Troop K. com-
munded by Lieut, Homer M. Groninger,
ig left In the post te do the guard
duty.

| Social Activities of Posts and Navy Yards Told in Dispatches

of ngval construction in European nas
vies and to take advantage of lessons de-
rived, possibly, from = naval confllct
between big ships. The 1918 bullding pro=
gram, as outlined by Secretary Daniels,
will include. In addition to the battle
cruisers and battleships, submarines,
destroyers and auxiliaries. the last-
named probably including twe fuel ships
and a hospital ship.

The board of officers appointed last
April and consisting of Col. Charles G.
Trest, Fleld Artillery; Maj. John H. Rice.
Ordnance Department, and Maj. Charles
P. Summerhall. Field Artillery, to  con-
sider questions concerning the types of
fleld guns and ammunition therefoge, has
made its° report. The report has been
made the subject of comment by the
€ of ordnance, and it now is in the
hands of the War College division of Lhe
general staff.

The report contalns recommendstions
as to the various types of mobile artil-
lery that should be provided. the num-
ber for forcas of various sizes and com-
position, the types of ammunition that
should be furnished. and the amount of
ammunition that should be provided. The
board has brought up to date, in the light
lof the latest: developments In‘the techni-
| eal development and tactical employmenc
of field artillery. the work of the board
that dealt 'with the same subject severa!
years ago, and of which Col. Edwin S5t
:. C‘i!reb!!. Sixth Field Artillery, was the
ead.

While the Navy Department is in ye-
ceipt of numerous applieations from
those who desire to be appointed s~ act-
ing chaplsins, the Appointments are be-
ing made with great deliberation. partl:
due to the necessity of a careful Investi-
gation of the credentials In each instance
Two chaplains have beem recently ap-
pointed. one being Rev. Allison J. Haves.
of the Methodist Eplscopal Church, and
the other being Rev. Oscar W. Behrens,
of the Presbyterian Church.

Bome discussion has prevalled as 1o
the selection of chaplains with a view to
maintaining or revising the proportion of
denominations. Tt is Mkely that no se-
rious attempt will be made by the Sec-
retary of the Navy to change the exist-
Ing situation. [t Is appreciated that any
effort in that direction will ereate more
or less embarraussing controversy, and.
for this reason if for no other, it is In-
tended that there will be no change. in
that particular, F

Norfolk Navy Yard

Norfolk, Va.. Oct. 0.—Mrs. Clyde G.
West left recently to zpend s few days
in Washington.

Surg. ©C. W. O. Bunker left recently
for Washington.

Lieut. Davig De Treville has returned
from Washington, whero he' was' béat
man at the Smith-Sllsby wedding. -
Capt. F. W. Langley, of the vyard
watch, has returned from Washington
where he attended the Grand Army en-

ent. He was a member of the
fn-‘:tEmor Columbla Cavalry, known as
the dent's Mounted Guards,

West Point Notes -

West Point, N. Y., Oct, #~Mre, Goeth-
als, wife of Major CGoe 1=, = visiting
her son and daughter-in-law, Capt. and
| Mrs. Goethais. General Goethals ia in
' Panama. y -
Mrs, Coburn and baby Betty are visit-
ing relatives in Washington, Captain Co-
burm wil soon join them for a month's
leave.
Mr, and Mre, FEckels have returned
from & month's ieave spent in a motor-
ing trip to Pitteburg and Washington.
Mr. and Mrs. George Wallace, of Wash-
ington, have bern visiting Capt, and Mrs,
Carter. v

Mra. Maxwell Murray and chHdren
have arrived to join Lieut, Murray.
Recent guesis at the post were Col.
Robert Brav, retired, of Washington, and
Lieut. Gilbert Marshall, CNA, C.

Army and Navy Jottings ||

The schedule of repairs and overhaul
for ships of the Atlantic fleet anticipates
the usual amount of work at the various
home yards to begin on the termination
of the present program of maneuvers
in which the firet has been engaged, prob-

i new chaplain at the Naval

‘Annapoli®*Notes _

Annapolis, Md., Ooct. %.—~Capt. ‘Thomas
W. Kinkaid, U. 8. N., the
Naval Engineering Experiment Station.
opposite the Naval Academy, requested
a launch for the werkmen employved
there to be used In ferrying them to and
from Annapolis. The Becretary of the
Navy disapproved and recently a com-
mittee of the employes went to Wash-
Ington and preferred the same petition
to the Secretary. also without success.

Much concern is manifested here about
the ferriage across the Severn. Quite a
little ecolony lives at the station and fs
compelled to use the boats Lhe govern-
ment offer=s. The children come to school
in Annapolis, women make trips to town
and the men are the emploves of  the
station. The small boats are without
sufliclent life "‘preservers—the government
not providing what it requires other
craft to carry. Sometimes thesge boats
have eight® or ninety midshipmen aboard

| going to the rifle ranges. g

Chaplain Sidney K. Evans, 17. S. N, the
Academy.,
preached his first sermon here on Sun-
day and made a most favorable Impres-
slon.

The following s the staff of
Lucky Bag.” the annyal publication of
the first class of midshipmen: G. T
Hussey. editor-in-chiéf: R.  E. Davison.

““The

ably about October 15—the Utah’ gelng to
New York navy_yard for 3 days, the
New Hampehire golng to the Norfolk
yard for G days. the Nebraska going to
the Boston yard for @ davs, and the
Michigan going to the Philadelphia yard
for 50 daye. s

Meost of the other ships of the fleet
will have, beginning about the same date,
the regular docking period for

was'to have.betn sent gway from that
yard in 3 days, but the Navy Deart-
ment recently authartzed work which will
keep the vessel at the yard unti] some
time in January.

The Paducah. Leonidas, and Hanni-
bal, which have bean om surveying duty,
are at "their- respactive home yards re-
ceiving minor repairs, and after the
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r. B. & Dague, photog-
rapher;: F. B. Craven and J. A Stern-
berg, art editors: A. H. Bateman, R. C
Bourne, L. W. Bagby. A. T. Emerson, O
B. Hardison, B. . Holcombe. H. M
Horne, R. H. Jones, T. J. Keliher, jr
J. H. Lawson and A. C. Miles, assistants
to the editor.

ARMY ORDERS.

ol Orin B, Mitcham, Ordpance Derartmest. ~
assistant, will visit tbe places named below o
inspect Fiald Artillerr material in the peweswon
of the Ovgaulsed Militia. South Rethishes: 't
To jnspact Barteer A, Field Artilleey, N . P
Phomizrille, Pa., To irepect Batterr
Ariillery, ¥. G. P.): Esst Liberty Station Ditis
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