THE WASHINGTON HERALD, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1915.

-

By
TALBOT MUNDY

THE THRILLING ADVENTURES OF DICK ANTHONY OF ARRAN :-

(Coprright, 195.)

AY dawned on the Casplan. “On &

tongue of land that stretched

out through the marsh to make

the only landing place two men

fought savagely, with tearing fingers—
hot hissing, face to face.

From out of the mist to seaward came
the unexpected, deadened thump of cars,
but the two fought on.

A sall developed out of the immeasur-
able haze. Tt swayed and grew nearer,
silent, slack draped, shadowy.

A rudder gurgled as an angle changed.
But the two on shore lay locked in
their hate hold—deal. dumb—oblivious ex-
cept to blood lust.

The creaking of the weary vars Legan
again, and u heavy-beamed unpainted
native craflt crepd- shorewurd, head on,
to the slow flap of an unfilled sall

A giant Jeuped from the bows, face
forward, ready Tor happenings. He
caught the hellish rasp of breath, fought
for between clenched fingers, and leaned
farwn_rd with one hand to his ear

“They'll be fechtin’, Mr. Dicky,
at han'!"

“Make fast then and walt for me!”

The glant dragged the anchor over-
board, and plunged It Into clay with one
sweep of his tremendous arme.
action was instant., but he had not
finlshed before another muas stood be-
side him, who surely seemdd lord of
all he looked ut: stvod and looked as
Viking never did—for the

Close

this

glaves to superstition. and Hian,
Dick Anthony, was free fle had a
sirange old claymore hung to his side.
Dick stopped, and stooped to  look

cloger into a patch of trampled grass
Andry MacDougal crouched behind him
like & well-trained hound in Jeash.
srlzed a human leg and lugged at It
but there was no response.

Andry moved and chose another
from out the tangle. He pulled as If
he were helping to get an anchor up
and the Instant they were wrenched
apart each tumed on his rescuer: and
—numb, dumb, breathless—they had spite
enough remaining fo be dangerous. Dick
had to kneel on his man
the fight out of him.

Andry earried hla half-thiottled savage
to the water's edge and ducked him un-
til he was too weak to remonstrate: then
he luid him on the Jrass

“See yon'!" he grinned, pointing.

Ivick followed the direction of lils
ger, stooped where the grass had becn
trampied by the fighting. sand picked up
n little Jeather bag

At the game Instant, at the w=ight of
the same small bag in Dick’s hends, the
mmen who had feught Lo a stalemats re-
covered breath, will, reason, or at least
instinet,  Instinetively Dick and Andy
slanced, each to make sure that the other
waus alert. They glanced back, and thero
was nothing where the (wo had been:
they had wanished like frightened ani-
male.

“Ipd the bag have a deal o sliver in
it?" woudersd Andry .

“old!t sald Dick

From the bont that had
out of unexpectedness the rowers and
thelr chief—eight m®n in turbang—were
pitching their belongings to the shore in
hurried =ilence.

."Dc you happen to recognize this place,
U-"eg Ali Khan?" Dick asked

“Nuy, sahib! But ' recognize dry jand
aiu]l know that Allah made "

“Would vou care to =all farther, and
try for a better lnndinz™"

“God forbid. sahib!” The Afchan step-
ped ashore, amd bowed his stateliest.

“IMdn’t like jt. ch™

“May devils rot the boat and Russians
ride in iU swore 1"sbeg Ali Khan

“Rus=ian gunboats nre the
Casplun now for a =ight of it," w=id Dick

Andry pricked up his enrs: Usbeg Al
Khan stroked his bLlack beard, and his
=even waited sllenily i line, as became
the henchmen of a varrier.

‘Burn the boal. Andry!” ordered Dick.

A moment |ater smoke came from the
half-decked-over afterpart. Two minutes
more, and a tongue of flame licked up
They watched until a Casplan ripple lap-
ped over the sizziing bulwarks like the
lip of Nemesls, and there was nothing
left but embers stalning the smooth sea.

Dick turned to see elght Afghans with
thelr hilts thrust out toward him. At a
ward from Usbeg Khan they drew. Elght
Llades shot upward, shimmering in the
morning sun. Elght palrs of level, Asiatic
cres looked into Diek's.

And so, in the cool of a Trans-Caspian
morning, the last of the Anthonys took
his first steel-tipped aalute, and answered
it The claymore’s jeweled hilt went to
hi= own lps, and he knew then that
he and these elght men stood pledgedgin
the bond unbreakable—the soldier’sa.

1t was Andry who broke the spell.

“What's von?” he asked, polnting.

“A horsc!” rald IVick. *“A horse gras-
g™

Eizht of the ten had been war taught
in the trick of looking quickly; Andry
iad learned In the army and atl sea: yet
THrek was quickest. Centering from =
horse that grased with an empty saddie
on his back, all eyes searched out the
plain in widening rings. In a moment
Dick was off. running head forward., with
drawn sword, and the others—not vyet
knowing why they rman—were streaming
nfter him, Andry last.

Then they all paw what Diek had seen
at once. and yelled In chorus.

But no yells ever scared a pricked plg
from hi= qu Gray, red-eved, foam-
ing at the mouth, squexnling and gront-
ing with Indignation, the great-great-
zrandfather of all the boars was squan-
dering the minutes, trying to turn 1 man
over and so gore his stomaci. The boar
bled where a lance had touched him, the
mun where the four-inch tushes had
ripped through his clothing in o doaen
plices Lo the skin. But the man still
lived, and still had wit, and strength
" enough to shiell his face,

The gray boar was too busy at his
worry to heed shouts, and it was not un-
til Dvick Anthony—running ms if there
wrre thirty men behind him and a Rugby
soal in front—had weached within
rards that the brute looked up mt him,
blinked twice and charged. /

The sword blade went In like a streak
of light and Ttame out reeking crimson.

“Is that good fellow hort™ gajd a
valea
They all turned together to face a one-

leg

borne them

scouring

cyed man in a battered sun helmet and . cause.

The l

Vikings were |

vick |

and squeesc |

tin-

ten )

a muddied Vandyke beard. His clothes
were nearly ripped from him: one long
riding boot was cut from knee to heel
us if it had been paper, and he was
bleedipg here and there, though In no
place badly.

“Your horse?" Dick asked,

“Yes." The man was more interested
in Andry's wound than In his own
troobles. He wus walching over Dick's
shoulder,

“Camp neur?

“A mile away.”

“Servants?"

“Two. Cogk bearer and groom.™

“Any money in the camp?’ asked
Diwk. -

“*Yes Some Why?'

“How tauch money, contained in what?
asked Dick.

The man stared harder yet, and looked
uncomfortable.

“l keep my money In u leather bag
with my Initials on I."

“Gold, by mny chance™ asked Dick.

“English gold." sald the one-eyed man.
He was satisfied by this time that Dick
megnt te rob him.

“What are the Initisls on the bag™
asked Dick.

“R. L.* The mnan was speculating
again, wildly now. Then Dick reached in
his pocket and pulled out the little
leather bag.

“Count ‘em!" he sald, holding It out

The man chose not to count. He
slipped the bag Into his pocket, and
! his face expres=sed astonishment, apol-
| ogy, bewilderment in turn,

“May I reward your men “ he asked

He held out the bag that Dick had
given him, and for once in his life
| ek did not understand. e actually

{ Ylushed. The stranger. feeling very
much & stranger, wilted,

| *1 beg pardon,” he said.

H It was plain that he still did not

| quite believe his senses:

| “Won't you cateh his horsg™ sald |

' Dick, for most of the Afghahs were |

clustered close to listen.

“My own servants
somewhere near,” said
| man uneasily.

Two of Usbeg Ali Khan's men led
the hors=e up at u walk, and held it
while its owner c¢limbed into the sad-
dle clumsily: his hurts were stiffening.

“T'd llke to do more Lhan jusl say,
| “Thank you’” he sald, looking from
' Dick to Andry and then back again

ought to be
the one-eyed

| My mume's Lancaster—Fobert Lan-
caster.”
i *You mlght have mentioned that
| before,” sald Dick. *I'm Richard An-
Ilh(‘ln}'."
| *Of Arran?

“Yeu"

A new morld of ullﬂel’lllﬂdl‘;‘ und
|a dozen mixegd emotions swept across
| the man's face.

“If that's who you are, I can be of
| service.” he s#d emphatically. *“Win
| you come over Lo my tent? Tl be
| happy 1o give rou some information.”
“Information about what™
“About the Okhrana*
“Never heard of it.”

“Fver hear of the Princess Olga
s Karageorgovich™

| “Yen' mald Dick. frowning.

“She's |he pauw of the Okhrana. Wil
you come™’

THek nodded

By the time they reached the twno

white tents that glistened omly one de-
grew less than the myriad salt deporsits,
Lancaster had formed about as many
false conclusfuns ag one man well may
form within ons hour.

Then they all took seats on chairs
and boxes in the larger of the two
tents, and Robert Lancaster at onece
thrust out his muddy Hitle beard as
he found himself at a terrifie disad-
vantage. Three pairs of ealm, unfright-
ened eres were leveled st him. e fell
them read him to the marrow, And he
only had one eye to answer back.

“Who's going to talk first, you or I™
he wsked.

“You are.” sald Dick: and Robert Lan-
ra=ter, nearly closing his one eve, be-
came awares that what Dick sald was so.

Lancaster fished inside an Inner pock-
et, which had ecscaped ripping by a mir-
acle. he prodursd a card case, drew out
a clean rard, and ladd It In front of
THek, as if it were the sce of trumps
ek picked up the earsd snd recoxnized
the name of a financlal house that is
nearly a=s well known a2 some nations
are. Robert Lancaster's name was In
a bottom corner.

“1 am thelr representative In Persia”
hie sald.

“Ranker is what 1 have called my-
a2if in Telivran for twenty years, Agent
i= what T am. That Includes a lot of
thing=, 1t includes, for example, the
cultivation by means at my discre-
tion, of Intimate relations with cergpin
of the telegraph people and others"

His one cye was walehine keenly for
slgne of =ome «ffect on his audlence.

“T know ull your recent history, Mr.
Anthony™

“For. Instance.” he
know that you were o
mand of the ex-shah's &

continued. *1
ered the com-
¥. in the third

attempt he wants to make on  the
throne of Persia. You refused. You
broke throuzh the ranks of a Cos-

gack regiment that trled to arrest vou,
and put to sea in the teeth of a storm
through which not even the gunboats
dared follow you. Am 1 correct, as
far as T have gone?

“8o far,” sald Dick.

“Thoen. believe mb,
am correct, too, when T say that your
description has been  telezraphed to
every paint around the Casplan, and
every nvenue for escape has been eut
of (. You are certain of arrest If vou
should try to move in any direction.”

Tle polnted » finzer at Dick, and
lnnked along it with his one eye, as a
man =quints dow:n a rifle barrel. Dick
did not hlench or answer.

“The Princess Olga Karageorgovich—
I understood vou to say you know who
she Ir—has telegraphed to all polnt=
the offer of a reward of five thousand
rubles for vour capture alive”™

Dick looked Interested, but was not
moved to comment.

“Under all the circumslances, our
meeting Is the most fortunate thing
that eould have happened, and not to
vou only. [ fatter myself that many,
very many, will benefit by it later on.
The point T'm driving at & this:
From all accounts, you are a ™man
worth while. T1f you had ssemed an
easy man to frizhten or make use of.
yon would have been of no use to me.
But a man who can break through
Russia's hold nx vou did is the very
man T have been looking for—is a
man, Mr. Anthang, who can set m1 to
writing cablegram= in code!™

He sat back and looked away, as if
he expegeted Dick to arisn and answer

Mr. Anthony, I

him: but Trek =at still; so after a
minute he continued:
“Neaszoning along the line that the

Okthrana woold not make such frantic
rfforts tn caplure a nonentity, T de-
cided before ever T met you to be-
friend you if T could as a matter of
business policy. Tha business policy
remains, but a very sirong element of
porsonal regurd i= added to the mo-
tive for the offer T will make.”

He might have been addressing
three Supreme Court Judges All
three looked interested, and Dick by
no means least of them; but Lancas-
ter felt like the pleader for & weak
instead of what he was ac-

=

“Go, TelltheCzar!”
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R
toally—a man of Influence with influ-
ence to offer, at a price. Not ono of
the three was inattentive or Indiffer-
ent. Yet mo thres men he had ever
met had looked so noncommittal.
“You anld ySu have never heard of
the Okhrans. It is the secret police
of Russia. The Okhrana is the devil,
busy about

R
| pointed stralght at Dick. “We have been of dresaing her for a ball that was all

| triots, the few good, loyal men who low
byilding hell—and the not show themselves for fear of Russia |

'

S

SRR

walting for & man—for the man:™ | but gaite official.
*To do what?" I Bhe danced with n dozen men whose
“To lead:!" |breasts were a blage of decorations,

“To lead whom?" and she found her way ot lust fo a

“l mean, Mr. Anthony,

that the pa-:

erna and flowers on the arm of a

Persla and would fight for her. dare man who wore no decorations

itting-out place between half tropleal | & lnst peppery jest that included all Rus-

soldierwise, ont the offensive. As he rode
Inm he had seen the fresh dung oand the
hoof marks of two or three troops at
least. He was quite sure they w
not have left thelr unattended officer
behind or for any length of time. There-
fore this was a plan and possibly a trap.
“Ho the Nussians back In Baku know
that we have lunded, eh?" he recsoned.
“For me—an Afghan- there would he no
orders to hold hard. The Cossacks would
have leave o work thelr swect will on

me aml iy seven. They know Dee-k-
Anton has landed, and they bave
learn by telegraph a description of

him and of his prowess that has turned
their bones Lo water! 2o far so good!”

But his war-trained braln assured hin
that there had been a trap laid. Orders
given In advance Lo stable hamde, and
troogs of cavalry that galluped out of
sight when one man came were proofl
to him of preconcerted plan.

8o, with a finnl cat-call of derision and

sin and all Cossacks, horse, infantry, mdl

guns In one atroclous summary, Usbeg

mention of the name of Russia, when
.Dlut :\‘.nlluwr. bLlissfully unconscious of

I § trouble, breasted the rise be-
fore the Russlans' gap, riding at the
h?:a“um Httle party.

old two-edged sword with Ita jews
eled bLasket-hilt stifl hung fm":n an old
Eam Brown belt at his hip; and hia mood
a5 ho rode was advertlsed by the tune
he played for the rocks to echo back.
He had his precfous pes out, and
over his shoulder the boned drones
were monotoning thelr fleree accompa-
niment to “Scots Wha Hae™"

“Halt!" rang n sudden order, and Dick
halted. A Cossack outpost brought %
rifle w the challenge, and the musie
ceased.

“Put vour hands up'™*

The soldier spoke in Russian, but Dick
understoml  Lilm

“Ehoot, Il you fes] that way™ he sald
in Engliah: thea he legged hls horze
furwanl, feeling neasly certain that the
tussinn would not dere.

At the sound of volees hils whole party,
excepl Lancaster and the bhaggage train,

“Well™ he asked, when he had -ug.la\ll mar>haled his little party and set It!came cantering yp. Then a Corsack of-

hell is here, in Persia, Mr. Anthony!™ | Most of them are in hiding In tha moun- fed himself that none could overhear. clattering through the gate in the direc- Brer showed himself in the middle of

Dick sat a little straighter, but sald
nothing.

“I Invite you to wage war on Lhis
devil, Mr. Anthony—you, with what-
ever following you have as yvet!™

“1s t* invitation your own?"

“No, fir; my firm's. It shall be con-
firmed.™ -

"And on whose bebalf am I asked
to fight "

“Persin's.”

“Explain.™

“First” consider your position, Mr. An- |
that |
forefinger aguln. "You dare not go home, |
the adventure. But I must refuse os a

thuny,” he cautioned, holding out

even supposing you could escape. There

| lalns—many of them not very far from
| here. Take command of those men, drive
| the Cossacks out of northern Persia

quick, stern actlon, and within two weeks |
, you will have the whole of Persla al instance,” sald the princess, divining) ten deserved the titla
your back, and the Great Powers (goad-| that she stood on the verge of danger.|to ses a mun of men, to see a warcior, | beg AlL
*Certain other precautions have been|to see n king, who landed in the morn- | bevond the rise! Ther be many and we

' ed, remember, by finance) behind Per-|
“Anthony | Ing mist with & sword hung st hls side  but ten, for Tancaster sahib is no fight-

:m'l!l:un- of rubles, more promisea, still

| less result™

“l have done my ulmost In

sla. All that are needed are the coursge | taken this time,” he said.

and the initial herolc effort!™ meets with approval—the very fire-

“Is this to be another Egypt? More | Uon of the camp,

“Ho! Followers of Ixiam'" He fattered|
them at the limit of his soldier lungs, )
“1 lead you now |

that once [skander wor—Ilskander—the

the gap,ang sald something in a guiet
volce tolthe man who had challenged:
for answer., the rifle butt went to the

each  well knowing that not one of the ragged | ground sgzain,

“Have a care. Sahib’™ whiipered TUs-
“See the smoke of twenty fires

er—he hides already among the baggage

“Its tempting enough,” laughed Dick,  brand for the business!—but your plan | sword of him who conquersd the world.” snimals "

“supposing. of course, that you could goes Into the discard. Yes,
prove your authority for making prom- a better plan”

ises. Your firm, I suppose, would ship’
arms and ammunition, and T haven't a as [Htie dispiay of int

doubt they could be smuggled. 1°d like show. .

“Dick, she said, “Let us play this game together.”

i a warrant out for you on account of
the part you played In Egypt. You are
a British officer. You see my informn-
tion is complete about you—my tele-
graphic tentacles reach far and wide!™
“IHere goes the first lle in your teeth!”
said VUsbegz All Khan, arising and rat-
tling his saber. *| fling It—=1, who re-
ported the whole of that affalr In Alex-
andrin to the authorities! There I8 no
warrant for him, and there will be none.
I told how he fought, and then fled from

men who would have killed hiim because  to talk to them,

he knew too much, yet would not be one
of them! They answered that my word
was good.

beard of the Prophet I swear I will ride |
anywhither with him, and bear him wit- : “You.,” he said, "are the least llkely of
And lithe party to be recognized.

any land.
with this saber,
whom he sees fit
I am Usbeg

ness in any court in
will fight beside him
wherever and against
to lepd. My word is given.
All Khan!”

He sat down again, his white
showing in » fierce, thin line between his
biack beard amd moustache. and hise very
whiskers bristling with fight.

“I wish you had mentioncd

thut be-

fore,” sald Dick. “T've heen all this time |Lancaster gave Usbez ANl Khan

Imagining the British and Egypllan gov-
ernments were both after me.™

~Sahib,” =sald the Afghan, proudly,
“have 1 not spoken, now Lhat there is
need "

“Thanks." esald Dick.

“Salaam, sahib!™

Robert Lancaster, watching llke a
ferret with his one eye, and possessed

of cnough sen=e to toss aside conclusions|of him, a little ostentatiously, on the

when he found them wrong, decided that
Dick Anthony was not a man to fright.
en into doing things. Diek, he fell sure,
would have nerve enough to dare all the
Cossack officers on earth, now that he
knew his own honor to be mafe.

“I suppose you'll go home, then, Mr. |

Anthony?* he said.

“T have three yvears' leave of absence,”
answered Dick.
“Then may I ask what you propose to
do™

“To listen.
offer™"

Weren't you making me an

“Yes. 1 wa= asking you to heip “‘r‘jhlul_\r wore twin folls Tor
s | tion, loveliest,
‘What have you or your firm zot te do| gqurmimish of ull women—sct her hemrt |

sin."

with e

“We have many millirns, Mr. Anilfony,
invested In northern
ready and willing to spend more milllons
to defend what we have spent already.

We will not, If we can help It. stand by
and see Russia—nose led by organized

|

conspiracy—penetrate, and occupy, and
keep, as she ls doing In deflance of all
promises and treaties.” He lcaned for-
ward, and again the long forefinger

It is good now, and by the! -1 was coming to that” saild Lan.

Il‘-th[

[Eahinetmnld the Afzhan,

| lowing him farther.

We are
'Inl.o a Casplan hurricane, she was al- K Usbeg All might make cholce,

EBriush oMcer if for no other reason” | “What do jou know of Lancaster?”

Robert Lanvaster detected a moves “Nothing,” s=uaid the princess, and
ment of Usbeg Ali's eve thai gave him | the man beside her rafsed his eye-
unexpected encouragement. brows.

He Ioolttdi
at Andry and read dirappointment on
the big man's face. 20 long as he could
sprak. Robert Lancaster could voice an |
argument,

“Will you talk to these patriots, Mr.
Antheny, nnd say 5 few words (o en-
courage them?™

“Certalnly.” =aid Dick.
First, thou
horses al

“Lancaster calls himself a Lanker,
|and is agent for big financial Inter-
este. H:s has missad no opportunity
for the last three years of irying to
find & leader for the so-called “‘Pa-
triotle Party” in northern DPersia. He
wifl offer Anthony what amounts to a
kingdom. Being =a Hritilsh officer.
Anthony will probably decline, =al-
though he may accept, in which case
our game s won. Bul let us sup-
pose that he declines. The play is
then thorodghly to insult him and
i(mrr him to repri=als: 1 understand
he is not the man to swallow an in-
sult readily.”
The prince=s chuckled
fight!" she asserted
“Anthony is to be harried from pll-
lar to post, but never killed or caught
until he had given us excuse enough
| for oeccupying northern Persia with
| two or even three army corps. Pos-
session I3 nine points of the law,
=

“I'd be glad
h, 1 need
food for my d trans-

portation.”

men,

coaster. He turned to Usbeg Ali Khan,
Wil yon
e good senough to tike my horse and
a messpge T will write to a place about
ten miles away from here? My sig-
nalure wunder a requisition  will be
eugugh to produce evervthing needed.”

“I take mwy orders from Anthony

will

“He

G0, please,” sald Dick.

Some twenly minutes Jater Rabert

Te- | mud—
peated, definite directions, and the “And Richard Anthony Iis then
Afzhan drove his heels In. The horse | mine!” sald the princess unguardedly.

lenped forward like a shaft bow driven,
1f -Niek Anthony supposed that by
escaping out of Russla Into Persia he

“No,” sald the grim mun at her
wmide, decisively. *“By that time, Mr.
| Anthony will have cedled to be use-

had shaken off the Princess Olga | ful and will have grown dangerous.
Karageorgovich, that was clear proof| You shall choose his tombstone if you
of hls Ignorance of women. winh

The Princess Olga had taken leave | - . - .

AL the end of ten miles of savagely
bad going. Usbeg All Khan's thoughts
were interrupted by sight of a batter-
ed caravansary whose walls bore
traces of more than one Corsack visl-
| tatlon in the shapg of bullet marks.

The gate was shat, but he shoutea

and the man in charge came out to
! parley, only to be kept waiting while
Fate piled the odds a hundred |.|,||]thc Afghan made a keen-eyed survey
the ground. ~ Then It did not

deck of the Russian tramp at Trebl-
zond: and. though he had been cer-
tain that it was her volee whispering
orders through a hole In a wall at
Baku, he felt quite sure now that pride
must have come to her ald and have
made her see the !mpropriety of fol-

againat Dick Asnthony when Olga|©f

 Karageorgoviel, princess® of Runiu.l"*ﬂ‘fm ‘sbeg All's humer In the
|and arch drcoy for Russia’s under- 'east thfl & Cossack officer should
world—whose power was the strength | *Wagzer out beneath the gale, look

vouth and him over with studied Insolence, resd

r lmh[.'th-' latter, sngd ncd contemptoous per-

e, least| mizsion before he was admitted.

The keeper of the caravansary came

on him. { down from the heights of arrogant sus-
While Cossack officers still cursed picion lo the deeps of grovellng servility,

the stern of a boal that disappeared|and the stables were thrown open that

of the Okhranz., whose

mont  versat

ready sending telegrams. Questions| The horses, except for three of them.
and replles, orders and acknowledg-| were a sorry bunch of crocks, and the
ments, Dick’s minute description, even men who lined up lo g0 In charge of
to his scars, flashed back and forth!them were sorrler looking yet. Their
through a whole storm-shrieking night. | groveling servility did no more than help

Five eveninga later she and her maid to arouse the suspicion latent In Usbeg

we have|

|tz with men whose eyes ur
“Have I a part In 117 she asked with/
t us she dared| pluck.
|ous had he zuessed a fragment of the |
“Yes, once again” he added darkly.| Afzhan's mume,
] under any ol
LIt was all unwittingly rettine the xtage | calls

|im hir #laymore,

| mirror: now [Hek
! the polishing and took hi= tlme to do 1hf-|h'r-: n dagzer

| sian government, Usbeg
| committed o « course,
! Blan guvernment,
Ptu be along the rowd to kKabul, and he
| prayed as A1 Rusela, for an insyrrection varclne,

j tents and swerved for the seashors In-
| stantis

oW it ususlly
rkinned and
wit playa second  to thelr|
Dick, who would bave been furi-

Luck waws all with 1"sbes.

whaose

mnid who woull never
metances have agrecd o

1o vizhts and getting ready for a perfect
cliimax,
Bored, as he always wa=: when there

| was rothing strenuoys and diffcult to do,

Dick bethought him of the boar's tiood !
Usually Andry cleaned |
the =word amd kept it brighter than a
Lusisd himiself about |

Jjob thoroughly. !

And while Dick polished. 1'sheg Alls
hraln was busy, st the center contriving
new detnils of his plan. Like the Rus-
Ali wanted Dick |
Unlike the Rus-
he wanted that course:

im the hills In order thint Dick might be
driven [n the right direction,
He wanted this rabble of 4 post-horse )

For a mila ur twa then 1"shez |
Al made strange signals as he rode, he
nasured them that he waved his arms 10|
guard aguinst witchcmft and powers un- |
seen, and they grew less timbl as they
saw no seven Afghang, thangh thelr fies
could sea-ch the whole plain down {o the
seashore reeds
Hut 1Tsher Al
suddenly seven

Trft off sigmaline  And
armed men In turbans
[eaned from the long, coarse grass wnd
leveled sutomatic pistols at them In gam
slence, T'shes Al ga'e curt arders in a
tongua they did not gnderstand, nnd the
seven ninunted. After that thers was no
chance of rscape. for ench of the seven
had a dageer at his belt and a liaod that
twitched to use it.  In silence, most un-
willingls . the Persiana rosde the mile that
lav between them and the ténts, noting
with fear-wideninz eves a pile of baz-
siage that-was left bohind, that (hore was
no sign of a ship, and that the seven
wore new shoes

Tuey rode wery slowl. very zrudgzingly, |
but the mile ro'led up, ami the two white !

1ents drew mear and = man with a
drawn gword In Wiz hzmd diwrse from bes
tween the tents o luok at them

Trus to Usheg All's nast minuls de-]
1 soription of m, with the Csspizn sun
rass clinting zolden from his bare red
hewd. a man stood as klng=s ought tol

siand. and smiled as a man should whoe
i# nuite unafrald ard ouite uncovetous

He =poke In a strong strange voice that

varried far, and a giant arose bestde |
him from the grase  sbeg Al Droke
the spell with an Afchan oath, and the

Persians bhroke ard fled
“What did you say 1o frighten them™' |
asked  Dhick “And why aren’t they|
headed stiraight for home?” |
“Nav, sahlb, it was none of my dolnsz’™

answered 17sheg Al “They fear the
Cossacks bohind them. And as we cnme
they talked of an ragle. and of A man
with golden hair, ard of hioady war,

There is an eagle overhead,” he added. |
looking up.

“Why didn"t you bring your laggage
along?’ asked Dick. “You'd betier go
for It. aml we'll sese hov far we cin

travel before night. The mointaine jegupt
me much meore than the pla‘n
- . . -
Thers was no paase in the
Olhrana  playved nithouzsh
seem a feow @ of peace while Lan-
caster led Dvick and his party gp over
the gpura of the Elburz Mountains, trav- |
eling far more sowly than the “bankee™ |
wishad beesnss Dick would not evertax |
the poor, leg-xcary horses. They had |
no means of kpowlnz that s Cossack |
regiment had taken asdvantage of their
dullying to make a ring arvuud them |
and precede them to the hills. f
At n point where three Bill spurs eoln-
cided at a ridze and the only passage to
the mountain-range beyond was a neek
of land, well wooded, that narrowed grad-
ually to a notch of Afty fect between
two cliffa, to open azain into a natural
walled amphitheater. the Ruasians
bivouacked. And there. one by one, eight
of the stragxling. leg-weary victims of
Uzbeg All Kahn's imazination strolled
Into the trap and were made prisoners
They were instantly recoghized and flog-
ged by Russtan Cossacks for having de-
serted the Persian servicss Tt was the
erach of 2 knont and a vietim's seream
that warned the Iast two in time: they
turned azide. climbed the
mreferring
chanes, of Cossack

Tame the
there  did

ey, and

el on the firsg,

A “""I'“"‘:‘h"'-:l.; minute looked at the prinecss
nearly certaln death to the! oo,

ur'h'd+ strong cves

“Are you
Diek asked,
“Surely, Bahadur.'

ek’ strange eyes blnzed. and had the
Russian had the Juek to s+ him on e
or twice in a fizhting mood, as Andry
tad, and Usbeg Ali Khan, ne would have
up hils rezim-nt then and there
amd finished the traable before It could
properiy begin. Hu' he made the mis.
take of thinking IM-k an ordinary man:
and he had By orders, which gave him
very Hitle latitude

“Foar the love o Scotland, give me a
wiespon, somebods ' sald Apdry in fierce
vndertones. and 1" beg AN Kahn slipped

The rest loosened their
senbbhards aml Isoked to
their automativ pistols when they judzed
the Russlan™s 3¢ was not on  them.
Wi t another word to anvhody Tick
tiode iy and they pressed in cluster aftep
him,

“Halt"" cried the

“For whomT™
“Whn are

“I am commandant.”’ he answeread. “of
this jegiment of Coscacks, and nt present
1 blockade this pasa'*

certaln we're  in Persin™"

suiers in the

Russinn offier
o LWk, still ad-

party to be Dick’s advance guand, 1he | pra qnewersd In English, and spaks
m.| 1 ,:":r. ;:t r:”"’:;d-"'?_‘l‘:-'"ﬂ :‘li’r:\nrc_'f . |falr'y well, although without much flu-
“Llste e =hou . o " = ev
4 . eney,
Iam'* And ghey joied hiin while they | ’--. m whase behalf™* asked DPick, al-
listened, because he acrorded them w0 rnser vet '
title to which none of them had any | oo " Too oo Letult sald the Cossack
right: to & man thiey were mank ba k- moar Z S - :
slidera.  “First, we will canter to the “Then shaw e authority ™ said
seashore wheras Wil be seven men of Y | |y otill advanelne : :
| race. So ran the prophecy’ There Will | vpgare 4o my suthorite™ he mmied
j be seven Afghans waltine by the s opene down the =ap
with saddles. but no horses: with bag-| nfogn twe sidos of the natoral smebie
wage, tut no transnort: with ro sign of ypaatar o repiment stood be its 3 4
| the =hip that brought them, and yet with ' farther off ..m'-.-dn.. t aﬂ:m %
| new. unsofled s=hoes In proof that thev |, . araxed the «mid of pleket Topes
did not march! Them we will take with Al 3 I ' .
saddionl and read
us. *There g no romd thiz wev™ speerad
| They cantered in sight of the two white ) omeur oing hiz best 10 plek 8 que

directest tines that affer <
“We don't allow Eritishers or Afzshans or
rmbbers of any Kind ™

Mek had reached o sudden resolution,
nd hefore the lusslan plap was changed
s was In sction and n! mpor el A
Irader who ean léad by dint of helns s 51
that ten gnaed fichters luck 1o give theoy
the advautnze aver numbern

“Fare. shotited, snd  the i4

o1 o =waih throush the Rus-
the dizection ‘east expwcoted
T expwsted In another mie-
e down the pass gt syer-

stew ]
slan ranks §
The Russian i
e 10 Yee shosg

lngthening sance. for [t was: falk= o
guess thnt Dick w and try ta
ger hix party onee more mounted, Their

suess proved righ it In o~ mavy on’
Tick charged like a sudden v hirlwind o
their horses and not his

It was= the football field azain, the o

exproted] dash 5t oan unexpects] anz e,
by o rezsolute =wift sunner. Well-loae e
tp. and then, azain. the  unexpectsd
Each hud a horsz—even Ands tad  a
harse— “wefare the lussiang w= Grite
sure what the move pusant

Silent, exeept for drumming hoofs,
the mae =wept down o foresy glae X0
this tinw the pussiters Jar=1 not tire o

fear of hitting the remaining
were zquealing at their pleket reg

The Parsiane, sniping
tweeii the boulders, saw burst around
the corner Into view a ten-man party
that. ke the Duke of Wellington
would have been worth a= ruany thon-
sands to any side, Ther roared o wel-
come to them.

In n moment the roch: gave np their
snipers, and a horde of zavaze riflomen
swept down the hill<ides, yelling,
“Zindabad Dee-k-Antones Shah!™ In
another minute Dick wes riding in tha
midst of a surging mob that. mob or
not. was sweeping the Cossacks baclk
to where they came from: it was no
longer a question of whether to retreat
or not. The Russmians were caught
napping. outnumbered and intent
getting away. Within five minutes they
had lost their commanding officer and

on

ety men

At the head of 3 rabble thmt was
Aired by =uch new lhope 8= o changy
it into stafl for making armies, Dlok

swept buck through tne amphitheate

driving the Corzacks througi it atl thy
lower endd. He reached the narrow
gap himself in hot pursuit in time to
ger o wolinn zallapy up risling  nstride
o om Cimsack e knrw b=t w

She naved
wer,

stantly, and shiec knew lum
to him, and he did not

He watvhed lur gestd ing. He ran
her pally the retrcalins Cossacks ami g1
them 1o lne op again And then he

gnw hor send one Coskack forward with
a white flag Eo he waved a handkor-
chief in answer.

“Bon jour, monsiear l¢ bandit™ the
Princess Olga Ilmughed at him. T bhase
come 10 ask you for our Cossack wound-

ed, and to offer you your bagsage. Will
vou exchange” It seems wa have mw
prisonore”

“semd my things and my men's alons
with Mr, Lancaster,” sald Dick, "“and
I'll have your wounded carried through
the gap.™

She sent the flag bhearer gallopins lavk
for Dick’s belongin

Dick watched the Cossacks lower down
driving his pack horses in a Jittle timbd
bunch toward him, and then fur nearly
. ®peming
to xcorch her with his calm,

She felt him read her in-

to the mountgins by a Juckal trail” They | Lor corrvts, and loved bim the more

reached & camp of refugees o a valley!
of the next range half dead and wholly |
convincing becauss they had been so’
tiworoughly convineed themselves, |

“Iwe-k-Antonee has come." they [n-
sisted. “Fle has coma with his sword and |
his giant, and his ecagle, and his elght
Afghans. to conquer all the world and |
drive the Russlans off ft! Even now

I'there Is & regiment of Cossacks In a trap,

and Dee-k-Antonee Is on his way to mas-
sacre them!™
They were telling their story for the

twentieth Yme to a swarm of farce,

bearded who lstened with cocked

ppplied thelr united genius to the task All's Oriental mind and to, put him, | riflea on their knees and cursed at each

for it

“Dick,”” =he sanl. Lot ws play this
game together?’

“You can do thh" said Mek., "Yeu

can go back whenca®vou cnme amd 1eil
yvour master, the Okhrana, that T am not
ita tool or fool. Tell whoever it I» who
owns it. the czar If need be, thay 1 wiil
e the worst thorn ever Russia had in
her side untll Perxia i free! | am an
outlaw, am I? 1 will be one with a ven-
ance:”
“"Dltkf Dick Anthony™
She made as If to put her arms out,
but he answered with a grim salute and
rode away.




