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Far to the south rise the

dim, blue mountalns of old Mexlco and
across the bay, on its sloping piain, ues
the city of S8an Diego, with the most [a-
mous beach in the world—Coronado—
crooking round the harbor is the soft sun-
shine.

This i{s Point Loma city, fashioned after
a8 dream, where a theory, visionary as it
is ideal, I8 being worked out and where
the law of living is ancient as the San-
scrit  tablets upon which it first was
written. The city iz walled round and
guarded, isolated by distance, cut off by
creed from the world and those who live
In the world And yet a passion of the
earth earthy has penetrated the passion-
less loneliness of the place and the
shadow of litigation lles upon the gates.

Absolute autocrat of the city s Mrs.
Katherine Tingley, the “Purple Mother.”
For her it is to choose the members of her
colony; she may discipline, dismiss at
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will. The schools, workshops, nurseries,
households, even the dress of her subjects

are ordered by her. And in her own
name, under her undisputed controi is
every piece of property at Point Loma;
every foot of land, every cent realized
fre the sale of shop products, every-

invested, donated, belongs to the

“Purple Mother” for the colony.

And it so happens that persons inter
pated in the peculiar prcllosophy of the
Purple Mother” and in her “Universal

I dying now and again
and willing her all thelr money. Which
actlon is wusually calling forth protest

herhoed” are

from those to whom the money would

otherwise become a herltage; protest In
the way of legal contest involving the
peering and prying and setting the mark
of Interrogation above the beauty of the
city
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Sixteen years ago It was that so far as
his friends of the political and sporting
worlds knew him, Albert Goodwill Spald-
ing deopped out of sight. After a spec-
tacular career, running over the best part
of a hall century, Spalding's
tirement caused wide commient.

He had started out as a clerk and de-
livery boy, playing baseball at spare mo-
ments; then his talent for baseball at-
tracted the attention of Henry Chadwick,
known as “father” of baseball, and he in-
stalled Spalding as pltcher of the Boston
club of the old National Professional Asso-
clation in 1871. He pitched the club to a
champlon=hip for four successive years
and then went to Chicago as captaln and
manager of the Natlonal League club. He
founded the firm of A. G. Spalding &
Brothers with little capital but confidence
in 1876 and In a dozen vears the firm Lad
become first in the country In manufac
ture of sporting goods, and was worth
$3,000,000.

Years later—in 1910—Spalding entered
the race for United States se.ater In the
first election held under the new primary
law of Californla, and won out over two
strong opponents, But that was after he
turned up as a resident of Polnt Loma,
under the rule of the “Purple Mother."

Three years after he had become one
with the ““Universal Brotherhood," Spald-
ing attracted attention by defending the
“Raja Yoga Theosophist Colony,"”
called when the Gerry Soclety
plans for the education of eleven children
brought from Cuba to the colony.

Spalding was married the second time
to Mrs. Elizabeth Churchill Mayer, of
Point Loma, in 1900. It was to her that
he left much of his estate of £500,000
worth of stocks and bonds and $100,000
worth of real property in and about San
Diego he died last September. A
son, Keith Spalding, of Chicago, inherited
100,000 and a like sum was willed to
Durand Churchill, a stepson. Albert
Goodwlill Spalding, Jr., who is contesting
the will, following similar action insti
tuted by Keith Spalding some time ago,
alleges that Mrs, Tingley and Mrs. Spald-
ing knew for some time before Spalding's
death that he was likely to die, and pur-
posely refrained from communicating with
the son.

Just what will be the answer of the
“Purple Mother” to the is not yet
guessed. However, it is altogether un
likely that she will relinquish the possi-
bility of sharing a $600,000 estate without

sudden re-
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The last spectacular suit of a similar
character agalnst Mrs, Tingley was

brought by George L. Patterson, of New-
castle, Pa., six years ago, when he en-
deavored to break the will of his mother
Mrs. Harrlet Patterson Thurston., Mrs.
Tingley was named as residuary legatee
of an estate valued at $360,000 and the
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Theosophists do not belleve in a per
gonal God, but in “amn all-perv =
preme spirit,” the “ever un
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and unchanging law.” C
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