As His

Nation” Has Placed Him So
fle, Unassuming, Neighborly

ERE Is a human interest story
fa Grifiith, who has mcreened
an Americsn epic. His work
is known to millions, bot the
n himseldf is not known. He bas
t himsell back of the camers, out
the picture, but now that be has
de Broadway sit back and look at
films at Brosdway prices and has
fot the so0 calied classes to drop their
Yenerated classics and jolu the masses
&t a “movie” exhibition, the blue stock-
Ings and men of books rise to inquire
what manper of man is he,
« In the first place, Grifith was born
In La Grange, near Loaisville, Ky. He
Is thirty-five and bas a strailn of the
©eit. The blend of the canay Scot and
the bubbling Irishman that came down
tor him from his Overseas ancestry
ghows st times In his climaxes. His
father served under Lee I the Clvil
War, and the man who pow stands at
the head of his “profession in this
country, and perhaps the world, has
not lost the spirit of the old South-
land.

Today he stages the great outdoors
and blends the purr of a kitten with
the crash of artiilery, runs the whole
$oale of emotion In his film portraits
of life, and he gets the heartbeats of

poet and the orator. He had de-
gns on grand opera when he jooked
bout for a career, but he found his
Yolce sulted for the speAakRing stage.
Grifith's friende say be was better
than the average as an actor, but he
stuck to the stage for two years and
squit for a place with a film company.
Here 18 where he began to develop his
talents and get his grip on the pay-
chology of the world of make belleve.

Blessings of Dramatio “Pep.”

No ope guestions his dramatic in.
stincts, He “puts over” his scenes,
“Byery “movie” fan knows that. But
to see him at work! He takee excel-
Joht care of himself and is a buneh
Zof live wires. He has speed and pow-
“¢r, but he pever wastes energy. Work-
-ing night and day at his side, one won-
wders if he Is ever going to let up.
*0n observing closely one sees that he
“1a easing the strain, just as in the big
rrashes of his “Birth of a Nation™ the
“genee situation is relieved by a flash of
fleld flowers or golden graln or kittens
st play

= He can tune up a player to the high-
“pst pitch of nervous energy, and when
“ifa strikes the right key he relaxes,
=If this director has a fad It 1s relaxa-
“tion. His occupation is work, and be
.seeks relaxation in dancing. There 18
Ja story golng along Broadway that
crecently Griffith turned down an offer
sfrom the manager of a restaurant cab-
suret for $260 a week to perform in the
etrottery. The director enjoyed the
srompliment, but he did not tell the
=Boniface why he couldn’t afford to take
“the job. This offer came at the close
wof a fourteen hour day of hard work in
~the studlo, and he rested by dancing
and making good at it.
¢ Grifith is about five feet ten inches
<In height. He carries no superfluous
%flesh, and he is clubby when off duty.
=He has written saveral short stories,
Sput he is committed absolutely to the
“sllent drama. He looka upon it aa the
croungest sister of the fine arts, and he
“hates censorship.

His S8ense of Tone Colors.

The director has a fine appreciation
of the tone and color of good musie.
He sees dramatic situations in blend-
ing of tone and color. It was this at-
tribute which supplled the musical
score to “The Birth of a Nation.” 1In
the tedious and torturing months when
he was putting the finishing touches to
this great production he correlated
totie to every action and unconsciousiy
hummed the several tunes and chords
which now ferm a part of the wonder-
ful score which Brell bas synchronized
#0 well to this stirring action. These
notes were caught on the fly, as It
were, by Breil while Griffith was work-
ing like a Trojan to finish his work
and then blended Into the whole with

i

Side of

fD.W. G

of the Screen, Whose Masterly Work In “The Birth of a

High Above His Fellows, Is Gea-
and Altogether a “Regular Guy.”

its present startling effect. This i
another Griffith innovation and the
first time in history that a score was
conceived and utilized under such cir
cumstances,

Griffith’s memory is highly disciplin.
ed. He directod the groat
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inaccuracy got by him.
of this his secretary
who came into view on the
bugler all decked out a
span uniferm.

“Great heavens! What
thinking of?' cried Griith from the
dim shallows of the projecting room.
“Why, my boy, you've been fighting
through the hell of war for four yeam,
with a balf starved and half clothed
army. Go back and get a battered
old uniform, and let's do It all over.”

The evolution of the motion plcture
that measured up to the Broadway
standard of dramatic worth s not sur
prising in view of the big strides of
the mechanical and the concentration
of big minds with the big ideas on the
silent drama. It may be sald that
Darwin's theory of the law of natural
selection has worked out in the case of
the motion picture and that the man
with the Imaginative faculties has
won out. Griffith gréw fast with the
development of the silent drama. He
got too big for the battered trenches,
and he leaped out into the open. He
wanted to spread himself and had to
have room.

His larger pictures had run the cus-
tomary course of “feature releases’
with Increasing success, but after all
they were confined within the limita-
tions of the business side of the pres-
entation of motion pictures. This
meant that they would be seen over
the different eireults that are laid out
in filmland and then pass out the same
as others. Their distinctiveness was
noticed. They surpassed otber fea-
tures, but after all they were just
Grifiith features and could only go so
far.

What was there to do to find an out-
let? The time came when he had fin.
ished “The Birth of a Nation.” He
knew he had a fine plece of work. His
vision extended further than that of
the men who control the finances of
the motion picture business. A great
sum of money had been Invested In
this undertaking—more than was ever
expended In the making of a great
epectacle. Nearly a year of ceaseless
toll lay behind this enormous expense,
and here was the man who had seen
ahead of his contemporaries, who had
evolved the great American epie, who
had multiplied detall until {t was stag-
gering, and with this behind him the
foreglance was not inspliring.

There were so many theaters and so
many states and =0 many channels
through which it could pass and then
he was done. Griffith is not an easy
golng sort. He knew the limitations
of the business, and he wanted to
break from this narrow fleld and go
before that great publie which had nev.
er seriously regarded the motion ple-
turs us an art posaibility.

Behind hiin he had the record of
saveral great pletures which had been
hidden like the lights under a bushal.
There was “Judith of Bethulla," as
fine a plece of poetic imagery and
rhythmic grouping as the art had ever
developed in America,

For contemporary study of the seamy
side of American life he had vastly im-
proved upon the late Paul Armstrong's
somewhat superficial study in heredity,
“The Escape,” and made a virile thing
of punch and power. He had combined

the ®hort story by Poe, “The Telltale
Heart," with the fanciful and lyrioal
quality of “Annabel Lee" and brought
forth a classic in welrd mysticlsm,
which bhe called “The Avenging Con.
science.” In the trude channels these
had béen recognized ax superfine works,
but they had never galned that meds-
ure of recognition given many plays
that were vastly inferior In art and
poetry and power,
When He “Arrived”

With “The Birth of a Natlon” com-
pleted, the man found himself facing
the inexorable fact that he had created
an art which his associates and con-
temporaries had been unable to breast
up with in thelr advancement. He
must conquer a new world {f he would
meet with a return in finances and ar-
tistlc recogaltion commensurate with
the thing he had done,

He demandea on outlet. His busi
ness affairs had always been looked
after by others. These men were ap-
pealed to, They were willing to do
everything within their power and re-
sources, but the motion plcture re-
sources had not progressed as rapidly
a8 GriMih. There was not a channe!
open which looked appealing to him.
He insisted that thera must be a way.
In desperation 1t is sald that GriMith
was told he would be given a free rein
and could go ahead with his own plans.

Having completed his big work, {t
seemed pillig it on to put the burden
on his shoulders. Criffith's success in
direction had been enhanced by his un
canny ability to select able lleutenants
and players. He brought this sense
eant with him after hls labors in Call-
fornia. Quietly he set about siglng up
the fleld, and he welected a young man
who bad been associated with the old
line dramatic offerings. This man was
J. J. MeCarthy, who looks after all of
Griffith’s business interests in the east
In the enpacity of general manager of
the controlling company which owns
“The Birth of a Nation."

Playing For Big Stakes.

Then Grifith set about with this,
hegiuning to gather other forces about
him, and in & month's time “The Birth
of a Natlon" was launched, It's an
old story now of how the wiseacres
all predicted a dismal failure. Grifith

was undaunted, for he Had notHing to

Nick Aot eers, In
Bmike & visitor, indicatés the poor
imbecila’s lack of balande

Note—studenis of Amerioan

slang,
and the humorous authors elalming
Priority in the use of tne phrase, “No-

/" may be interested in
knowing that Charles Dickens makes
use af the expression In “Nicholas
Bqu préesénting

tapping
his forehead significantiy the re-
mark: “Nobody home, no matter how
harfd you knock.”

Dickens, himself, unquestionably
took the expression from an eplgram
r Fope, who died 174

and whose saying was paraphrased by

Willlam Cowpar, as follows:

“You beat your pats, and fancy wit
will come;

Knock a2 you plsase, there's Nobody
At Home.

Sister Sues Badie For.

Thers Is an interesting law suit
pending in & New York court that re-
voals some domestio histery of & pop-
vier stags star. Mra, lm? A. Doyle
Is suing her brother Wdwin Fitager-
ald, who on the -ur- Is the well-
known cemedian, Bddle Foy, for the
u‘pctm of rearing and educating his
oldest ehild,

For several years Foy and his seven
children have been making & tour of
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this, saying she never -
erine and has always believed she
would be repald the funds epent on the
child. The amount asked for
$15,000.

. “fome"” Interviewers!

Cyril Maude says that the funnjest
thing that ever happoned to him dur-
ing hia American tours was when a
Western reporter sought an interview,
which was granted. e British actor
was sating breakfast at the time and
asked tha questioner o procesd.
‘“Well” began the reporter,
like egge?

Mra. Langtry, when told of this ex-
perience, however, sald that she could

§
:
:

9

maleh It A reporter approached her|u: the Hippodroms, says there are
In the parior of A hotsl and nsked to | ‘wariottes in ter New York.
Interview her. 8he " consented, but | infcrmation is upon the

afided that she was about Lo take tea,
anhd would talk ar she did so. A waiter
approached and Mra Langtry ordered
Russian tea. “Imagine that” sald the
reporter, “and here all thess years 1

had supposed that you were & French bean rect'ved to data
n;trm!"—-'rhuur ﬂmm. o
Mre, Jaoques Martin, whe
Maude Odell, who appears in “‘Nobody | “Daddy Leng Legy™ in the part of

Home,” ix the owner of a fashionable
hotel in Boston, Mass.

COMPARE THESE SPECIALS
FOR MONDAY & TUESDAY

With Same Quality Furniture Elsewhere

Taks Admnta&

Pa i of This Opportun;?"

arge Account With

lose. He knew he had a fine work,
and be desired it seen and understood.
He was playing for higher stakes. The
anvil chorus rang with all that mellow
depth which is the true sound of
Broadway and Forty-second street,
The plans for launching the blg spec-
tacle were never mitered. The great-
est promotion campalgn in the way of
publicity and advertising New York
bad ever meen for a show enterprise
weni merrily ahesd. Then came the
opening and the result, Once more
Grifith was right. He had made an
outlet. He put his art on a par with
the best the highest priced theaters
afford. He rented a theater and as-
sumed all the risk. He worked as hard
to get it under way as he had in the
making of {t. The people he had been
trying for so long to reach discovered
a new genius in the fleld. The man
had beeh compelled to climb out of
the narrow rut 4nd the trenches on to
f higher plane, and in dolng it he
raised the tone and standing of the
cinematographic art with him. There
is to be no going back. GriMth proved
to his own eatisfaction that it could
be done, He looks ahead now with a
clearer vislon, for he knows that the
best is none too good for the world if |
you have an opportunity of letting the
people know,

“The Birth of A Nation" has had the
most phenomenal run New York has
ever seen — 720 consecutive perform.
ances. If you would have a compara.
tive idea of what this means look at
some of the records. It is the only
$2 attraction which stretched through
the summer from last season without
a break. It has played to nearly 700,
000 persons in New York. It is tour
ing the country In the first class the-
aters, and old llne attranctions are
changing thelr routes to get away
from its opposition. It is estimated
that more than 4,000,000 persons have
geen the production in this country. -

It cost 500,000 to make and launch
this success. That moner has been
earned twice over, and those who
financed it originally are possessors of
an Eldorado the like of which was
never dreamed o0f in the theatrical

world before. |

THEATRICAL BRIEFS,

Lawrence Grossmith, the English com- |
sdian, who scores such a pronounced hit |
in “Nobody Home," which comes to the
Helasco this week, has made an Inde- |

pendent fortune out of his art. i

Jean Wabster, author of "Daddy Long
Legs.,” is sald 10 be the highest pald |
woman writer of the English language. |
She ls the author of five “best sellers” |
In addition to “Daddy Long Legs.” and
her book royaltles average many thou- |
sands of dollars a year. In addition to |
this Income, she receives royalties from |
three productions of “"Daddy Long Legs.'
These play royalties have averages from
250 to P00 a weak. Miss Wabsier In
a niece of the late Mark Twain. It is
aignificant of improved conditiona In the
modern literary world that she has re-
peived more money from “Daddy Long
Legs” than her distingulshed uncle was
pald for any three of his most famous
#tories,

“The Birth of a Nation"
presentad In Bouth America, Australia
and London and Manchaster, Kngland
Besidea these organisationss twelve fims
are touring this country.

John Mason, en account of {liness, has
teft the company playing “Common
Clay” and will not resume his labors un-
_.‘HE next fall

Is now being

& The Drama Bociety of New York will
roduce “The Tempest” In April as its
rt of the American commemoration of
# Shakespeare Tercentenary. The pro-
Muction will be made under the direction
o Louls Calvert and John Corbin, who
Js secretary of the soclety,

~ Klaw & Erlanger have arranged with

JdHulbert Footner, the author-of “The

, Bealed Valley” and other novels, for a
“omedy of American life for Elsie Fer-

gum. The scenario was submitted last

Week, and Mr. Foolner agréed to deliver

completed manuseript on July L. In

new comedy the rolé dealgned for

-|hlm, despite his eforts

|!h- ls not an idler, but hes distinot|such, Houdin declares, would retire him,

idoas of her own, The scenes are lald
In & fashionable houss on Leng Island.

Eisie Plicer in the only sister of Harry|

Plicer, of Oaby Deslys notoriety,
fame, ns you will, and Harry's plan
dressing her as an exact replica of the
temperamental Gaby |a sald to have
caused his split with the Frenchwoman
Later on he and Elsle are expected to
work together.

Rose MacDonald has rejoined the Poll
forcea and will be seon this week as
Vera Vernon in "“The Full House.*
MacDonald was a member of the com-
pany last year.

Henry Miller has just completed ar-
rangements for a London production of
"“Daddy Long Legs." The engagement
will be
the Easter holidays. The play will be
interpreted by an American cast. Bhort-
ly afterward, by an arrangement with
the Willlamson estate, but under the di-
rection of Henry Miller, “Daddy long
Legs"” will begin & long tour of Aus-
tralla and New Zedland.

A new face will be found in the per-
sonneél of ithe Poli Players this week
when Bessie Warren makes her appear-
Ance.

Most every actress must have a hobby
And Zoe Barnell, the Ingenue prima
donna in “Nobody Home,” has a more
than the ordinary manin, which 18 the
collection of odd hats.

Princesa Troubetikoy will shortly ra-
tirt to her Virginla homestead, Castle
HUL, in Albemarle County, In order to
fulfill her contract with the Measrs,
Bhubert for another play, which, like
“The Fear Market,” now mt the Comedy
Theater, will treal of some startiing
phase of New York sociely life,

Houdinl 18 42, rich and studlous, espo-
clally upon the subject of esoterlc lore
and biack magic. Ha expects o rolire
at ® unless some one, somewhere, some
time, before then, Invenis & way to hold

or| pany.
of|

Misw |

insuguruted at the beginning ofrthink

| the decorations yellow,

to escepe:

His secret will dle with him.

Arrangements have been made for the
productlon of “Faust" by the Poll com-
This will mark tho first time the
play has been produced by an Americtan
stock company,

The entire Ziegfeld's “Follles” from
the New Amsterdam Roof will appear at
the big banguet which his friends are
givihg to Marcus Loew in the gold room
of the Agtor Hotel this evening, in com-
memoration of his tenth nlmh‘erurr In
the theatrical businesa

BETROTHAL NEWS,

In the epring, when the young man's
fancy is lightly turning to thoughts of
love, the young woman is beginning te
of engagement luncheons
ehowers and s tryihg to coneoct some
new and very clever ldea

Instead of the usual pihk and white
table for the engagement luncheon have
A low bowl of
Jonquils and pusey willowas would make
A pretly centerplece, with four glass
candlesticks around It with tall yoliow
candles and no shades. At each place
have a downy vellow chicken just peep-
Ing from & shell with & tiny card in fta
blll. Have the gueést's name on oné
elde and the world “Just Out.” Opn the
other gide have the names of the be-
trothed,

Une girl lovited the members of her
card club to luncheon ono day, and as
each guest entered the living-room she
wae glvén a place of paper exactly like
the Blips used st Chinese laundries.
When dessert was bolng served a Oung
brother eéntéred dresséd ks a China-
man With & tray piled with small bun-
dles done up lMke collara and each one
had tucked under the string the rest of
the slip. When the slips were matohed
the guests discovered they contalned the
tames of the hostess and the man she
was to marry,

The usial tin Wér may be wvaried

One | by asking

and |

#ll that will hold just enough for two,
with her favorite recipe so changed that
it will provide only enough to serve two,

Another way tg announce an engafge-
ment {8 to have littla bright colored|
birds such as are sold at favor counters|
resting on the edge of each gublet when
the guesis are seated. KEach bird has &
tiny card round its neck with the names
written on one side and “*A little bird
wants to tell you something” on the|
other,

|
Rebew Orchestra Conocert. I

The Rebew Orchestra, under direction |
of H. W. Weber, gave Iis last pub]lcl'
rehearsal of the season Monday night in
the lecture room of Kellor Memorial
Church, in the presence of a large audi-
ence. Misg Hilda Koehler, mezzo so-
prano; Miss Marguerite T, Harbers, \'Iu-l
linist, and J. P. Roedeker, basso, were |
the soloists. Miss Koehler fave a very |
pleasing rendition of “Merrily 1 Roam" |
(Horn), her encore belng “Laddle’ |
(Troubetskoy), while Mr. Roedoker'a “In- |
victus" (Hurg); "Joy in Strength" |
(Roedecke), and “Der Mchreiber' |
tHomer ) showed his fine volee to axosl.
lent advantage. Miss Harbers delighteq
her audience with a splendid rendition of
“Bolers'” (Bohin), Drdla's “Souvenir,"
and Mylarnski's “Mazurka.’ Miss King,
Miss Kernohan, and Miss Humphreys
were the accompanisis. The orchestra
numbers included a march, “The Brow-
les;” overtures, “Marionetten:” “On the
Dreamy Hudson™ waltses; selection from
“Ermini¢:" grand fantasie, 'Home, Swaat
Home, the Worla Over,” and a march,
“Military Days.”

Tree Quotes Histors. !

At & recont reception Sir Herbért
Tree attended a lady wae reproaching
the Bhakespeatrean actor for not golng |
into moclety more froquently. |

“You ought to give us moré oppor- |
tunitiea to llonize you,” rhé com-
plained.

“l nevér heatd of bug ons man,” re-
plied Bir Heérbert, “who wasn't gpolled

by bBeing lonized." y 3
“And he wasT" suggested the falr in-
quisitor,

“Ha" finlshed Tres, “was Daniel"
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This Adam Bedroom Suite consists of Dresser, Chiffonier, and 3-
wing Vanity Table, in mahogany, old ivory, or American Walnut. Com- 49 o

CRCE L B A S I I R I

The most complete stock of Reed
and Willow Furniture for all rooms
is at your dis;osal for selection. Ta-
bles, Rockers, Settees, Small Chairs,
Arm Chairs, and Odd Pieces.

Rockers as Low as

$4.90

ature severa

The savin
in

soon become looee and wasting.

WE ARE SOLE AGENTS FOR THE
Progressive Sanitary All-Metal

REFRIGERATORS I %

Being All Metal, they always remain tight fn any climate.
They cannot shrink, warp, or swall with atmospheric changes,
and they are always fly, roach, and bug proof.

Ar compared to standard wood refrigerators,
from 20 per cent to 40 per cent less fce than wood refrigerators of
the same capacities in the Ice Chamber, and maintain & temper-
degrees colder In the Provision Chamber.

in lge alone will soon pay their cost, to say noth-
of the saving of food, much of which is spoiled through poor
réfrigeration in wood refrigerators, which shrink and swell and
As low an §10.50,

they will use

20-yd rolks; special, roll

special this 'sale, yard
versible kind; special, each

terns; special, each

MATTING SALE

Mattings divided into four lots—
Lot No. |—Extra heavy jointless;
Lot No. 2—Fine clo;e-wo\'en
quality; 20-yd. rolls; special, roll. .

Lot No. 3—Very best China Mat-
ting made; per roll 20 yards.; special,
Lot No. 4—The best Fancy Japanese Matting,
with patterns inserted; worth 65¢ yard;
27x54 inch Matting R.u;s.: .Lhe re-
36x72 Matting Rugs; woven pat-

“We are also headquarters for Genuine Crex
Rugs, Wool Fibers, and Rattanias.

CURTAIN AND
DRAPERY SPECIALS

275 pairs Scotch Lace Curtains
reduced to, pair

150 pairs white and Arabian Ciuny

Lace Curtains. Special, per pair. ... 52.50
Extra heavy French Tapestry for re-covering

furniture; all colors and designs. Spe- SI 50

cial, per yard
200 pairs real Irish Point Lace Cur- ss 85
-
$4.85

$3.90
$4.65
$5.95

35¢
25¢
39¢

tains; white and ivory. Special, pair..

Heavy Rep Portieres, Persian bor-
ders; all colors. Special, per pair. ...

“What We Say It Is, It Is”
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