Across the New York Footlights
By George Jean Nathan

(Cogyright, 1A}

The two most recent dramatie reveal-
ments uw-unsu York stage, Augus-
tos Thomas' “Hio Grande™ and the Misses

‘s “‘Co-respond=n

chant the adult patron of drama.
first namoed, made visdie in the Empire,
is of the school of military play favorite
of the pepulace some ffteen or twenty
years back, while the second is o pains-
theatric concoction having fer ita

theme s gaudy fable of the sort one sn-
countars in the polychromatic covered
L‘m

In “Rio Orande™ Mr. Thomhs dis-
closes himself In the light of = pilferer
fram De Mauspassant, the piot of his
rxhibit being identical (save for an al-
taration of the finals) with that of a
tale by the Gauol This appropriated piot
Mr. Thomas has burdensd with m me-
triculous techmique that IIIMI. mlnl‘v
in impeding the action otherwise nat-
wrally inberent to the plof. The result
is not & happy one The evening maves
iaborfousty and, though now and agsin
s dash of moderatsly mdriot wisge dia-
ogue s vouchsafed the auditorium, the
bustness la In general a childish busi-
ness and ooe deddering with rouge-stick
platitodes.

The Stary.

A colonel, so goss the play. upon his
death bequesths his young daughter to s
-allsague old encugh to be hér fathar.
Ot of duty, as she sees it, the flapper
marriss {his ancient, though her cardiac
inéltnation is towerd the usual handsome
voung leutenant In the conventional
momant of madness,” the flapper and
t young ileutenant engage in & bialogl-
confarence, the which |y observed by
one Hecht, crdarly to the Colonsi-Hus-
deep-eyed a mcoundrel ms &
ong hero. The orderly, who
years has hafl his eye upen
fo. metka now Lo barler
with the cutie for a Warm

The which propoaal horrl-

kisa or two

fas the lady and the orderly promptly
chokes her )
Coming to, the young pefscn |s col-

rara of the

nted with the nurgercus
She at length

wation. What to do? :
dacides upon wning. Bul ere she wein
nersell, pens a confesgion to her

legal At this erists, the YOung
jeutsnant commity suicide, the Colonel-
Husband shoots Hecht dead, the cutle is
the creek and—hug—curtain
tale the kindergmrtens, surely.
Mr, Thomas has mads a brave effort to
bring his plece op to date by laving ita
near the Mexican

its dislogue

maa

put sueh stratagems assist liitle In con
realing the whiskers of the basic m&-
tal of the play-

has seen
theatrical

Direction Fanlir.
play Ia ©

direction of the

The
con-

ration of |t‘ pace delsting It
¥y of ho quallt en for the
i The st includas

playg:

The has been go badly directed that hor pers

Richard Bennett, Lolo Fiashor, Amalia
Gardner, Robert McWade, Calvin Thom-
as, and Frank Campoan. Mr. Bannett

piays the leading male rele aa If It wern
an obitisry notice. Misa  Pishér s
pleasant in the first wet, but evidently

merely 1o

succassion of stifled mobbings lnd
laoulon hunchings Misg UGardner
satisfactory in a role that make !'ev
demands: Mr. McWade In very good as
the second in command at the post; Mr,
Thomas Is very bad as the young philan-
dérer, and Mr. Campeav & s wooden
villain.

“The Co-respondent” is lo be envisaged
tupan the platform in the Hoolh Theater.
It s, as has been Implied, & crudely
exenutsd buminess, devold of characteri-
sation and authentic pulse. The first act
shows us & wealthy New Yorker In the
act of luring into mock marringe an in-
nocent little country maiden. The scense
is a room in a rural hotel Even an
the jittla innocent ls about to muccumb
to the feliow's nefarious plol, the doors
are smashed open and two sleuths in-
trude. Tha latter announce that they
are in the hire of the wwalthy rascal's
wifs and that they now have the evi-
dence necessary to thelr cllent for the
obtaining of a divorce. Tablean. Pause
“Hush, darling. 1l fix things up”
whispers the oppulent rogue. He slups
into the corridor. Heroine, in deep dis-
troas, looks fixedly at the andlence. Then
—decision! Ehe runa off, reappsars with
hat and bag and hurries away from the
place, laving ths deceltful and discon-
solate lurer the conter of the sitage aa
the curtains falla

Evenlag Mis Feawick's,

We next fihd our hercine in New York.
Bhe has oecome & DEWEpApREr reporter.
The managing editor igna her to got
the name of the co-respondent in the
celebrated Van Kreel's divores suit. Lit-
tle, of course, does our herailne suapdot
that Van Kreel ls In reallty her own hotsl
fullow! Bhs goes to the Van HKreel
mansion. She meats Madame Van Kreel
Ehe sees Herr Van Kreel She falnis
She revives Van Kreel says he will
divoroe his wife and marry her. Bhe
spurns his offer with a noble hauteur,

Mare curtain

The next and last portion finda us
back In the newspaper office. What s
our best hercine to 407 Ehe lovea the
handsome managing edilor and the
handsome managing editor loves her. Bul
the handsome managing editor, If he

learns that she is the co-respondent. will
Jiit her. Shall she tell? Hhail st pot
tell? Buffite it » moment, | n-
form a probably nervous _ .olic
that eve: out mafely, that
the Van Kreels to abandon their
suit and that o heroine iea her
haro As Fenwick
e A parfer aodi-

in spite of the maluln

afed
her by the playmakers. Bave for a habit
of speaking through her teeth at the
bolsterous climazes, a  habit pecullar

Heane, Mizs Fenwick is &
d most engaging young stage
Norman Trevor finds littie aif-

in negotiating the managing
rdl(ol’ Marie Chambers, as Mra. Van
Kreel. cannot be heard back of the slxth
row d Harrison Hunter s a fairly
€ The ovening is Miss Fen~
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fanturs st Crandall's Ave-
nue Grand 8 the Pammmeount production
of "Madame Buttarfily,” In which Mary
Plekford assumes a role entirely dis-
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“Armstrong’s

be brought to a concluston with
showing on Saturday of the World
Fllm prodmction, “Then I'll Come Back
to You,” featuring Alice Brady.

Edith Reevas, and How-
in “Tha Moral Fabric®
rean at Moors's Strand
tomorrow and Tuesday.
Fabric” deals with the
theory of the so-called advanced think-
ery who declars ithat gne may with
perfect right defy all law and tear
aside “the moral fabric” when lova
callsa. The scenarie Is by C. Gardner
Sullivan, On these days the fun sec-
tien of the program will bs in the
kands of Charlea Marray in Mack Ben-
neit's Keystone comedy “The Love
Riot.”

On Wednesday and Thursday Namce
(’Neill will be seen in a fiimization of
Herman Sudderman's “The Flames of
Johannis” Tha secondary attraction
on these days will be Ethel Tears, in
“Counting .Out thse Count” Harold
Lockwood and May Alllson will be tha
stallar  attractions and
Saturday
Priee in “Terry's Tea Party” will con-
stitute the added attraction on thase
daye
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House Peters and Barbara Tennant
. are featured in the World Fijm pro-

J Oiga Petrova will be seen on the
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Only a Start;

Made “The Birth of a Nation"! Says That One
Wil

P-ys--h’iunweﬁn;thhwolw

By D. W. GRIFFITH.

HILE there has been & vast
amonnt of comment regard-
ing the advent of the £2 mo-
tlon picture, it seem= to me

that there really is no occaslon for
surprise that a picture should be pro-
dueed which vies with the best offer-
ings of the dramatic stage. After all
it |s nothing but the old first law of
natdre—the sarvival of the fitfest The
remainder is purely-a question of se-
lection and execution,

When it was first announced that we
Intended to present “The Birth of a
Natlon™ in'a regular Broadway Thea-
ter, which had never pinyed a picture
attraction before, the wiseacres of the
theater world sald it would not suc-
cead. You see, they knew poihing of
tures. Most peopl- had looked
1 a motion pleture drama as a ten
cent proposition They measured ev-
erything by the standard of price. It
was not surprising that they overiook-

e featured

| players in thia Worid
Film drama.

| Garden—Feature Fllma.
mereen st Moore's Garden
Ing with Fire"
raday. inclusive
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Th It 1
“Flaying with F
studio life snd briefly
the Infatuation of a
less artist. Frank
il form the nuxiliary attrae-
n is his lates farcical wuccesa
.1--)\ lnspects Paris,” with many
e principal scones actually photo-
\phetl in the French eapital
On Fridey and Baturday ntonio Mo-
rene, remembersd for his cxcellant per-
“The Island of Regenera-

of Aaron Hoffman
of
concerns

is a story
{stuted
| model
Daniels

jformances In

ed the fundamental facts in the case
and were unprepared (o pass {ndgment
upon this ondertaking. But in all
truth there was nothing daring or ven-
turesome in it You see, we knew
what we had. That was an advantage
which the other feliow bad never tak-
en into consideration.

The significance of this is in the proof
of the big picture being an undoobted
success, There will be many two dol-
lar pletures. The success will depend
entirely apon how well they are done,
and reverts back solely to a guestion
of merlt. Tt takes great care. time and

of contemporary life.

which are, after all,
mean this in a spirit
Thers are fundamental
spoken drama wh
toerat of the ar
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tions.

privileges of artistie

tion which
Impressed

Is irresistible.
deeply by

ter.
ture stands out in
eompare with this
thing yon are part
evening

living,
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matchless work in “Louls

&D enormois expense to produce a ple-

| tiom™
headli

and

“The Frice for Folly,” will
the doubls (s re progr

Supreme Temptation,” in which
s supported by Dorothy Kelly and

ot Vitagraph starn. On these dayw
Fr Danleis will be seen in anothe
comedy ent 4 Mr. Jack, a Do

By Proxy.” Bpecial musioal accompani-
mants by the Garden Symphony ;rA|
chestra will be a daily feature

Crandall's Apolle—Feature Filma,

The story of lifa "behind the scenes
of the struggles of a young glirl to
becoma i opara Einger, are deploted
in the Paramount mubject. ‘“Tempia-
tion,” fenturing Geraldine Farrar
which Is the principal attraction st
Crandall's Apollo today. The supporting |
cast includes Theodore Hoberts, Pedro |
De Cordoba. Eisle Jane Wilson, Ray-
mand Hatton,
Joy. Mary Mles Minter will be seen
lnmnrrmn In the Melro fealure in
“Lovely Mary." House Peters and June
Elvidgs are the fe red players In
the World Film production, “The Hand
of Peril.” which his been booked for
Tuesday. Charies Neville Buek's novel,
“The Call of the Cumberiands™ will
be seen in photoplay form on Wednes-
day, with Dustin Farnum r}w teatured

Friday’s attraction i= Charlie Chaplin‘s
newest effort for the screen, “A Bur- |
leaque on Carmen,” which will also |
ba shown on Saturday.

Celebrates Eightieth Birthday.

Genevieve Ward, the actress, celebrated

| Friars

Anita King, and Ernest ||y

player. Mark Twain's “Pudd'nhesd{of ministry, and = lravesty on Lhe
Wilson." will be seen Thursday with | Diaghileft Ballet Russe, will also be in-
Theodors FRoberis in the title role |cluded in the program.
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A New Laugh Feast You Cannot Afford to Miss

BY ROT COOPER MEGHRURE, !l'l‘"nh oy
“I1 Pars ts Advertise,” =1 nder
EXCHPFTIONAL BELASCO CAST—A&

Allsn  Thamas
Carvall MoCossas

a3

were locking down from & hllltop and
ok of contendt

foroes.

Let us look into the cost of this. This
scene for a motion picture might cost
you In the peighborhood of $75,000
But the cost ends with the taking of
the original negative. There are no
salaries after this, and the only ex-
pense is the comparatively alight one
of making new copies from the original
negative.

A big spectacle on the stage can at
the utmost employ 400 people in a

TODAY
25c & S0c¢

LAST TiIMES
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T, and U pom.

THOSE MERRY MERRY MASKERS

Mast Tulented Orgemization In the Warld, THE
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Iin the University of Fenn. Annmal presentstion

“WHOA! PHOEBE!"

GLAD NIGHT
MONDAY
MAY 8TH

scene. This is an unusually large num-

ber. It takes the same time and paigs
to rehearse them that it does to handie
10,000 people in & motion picture scene,
But the stage production goes on daily,
with elght or ten performances a week,
and the saiaries and costuming of the
supernumeraries run up to 2500 &
week, 50 that at the end of two ses-
sons these forces have cost casily

ture whick will compare with the best
the spoken drama can bring forth. But,
given the theme, the understanding
and the abillty to project his ideals,
the moving picture director has a ma-
terial advantage over the stage direc-
tor who puis on & comedy or & drama
The latier is
confined and limited in hie scope. He
can sbow only certain scenes in the
limits of three walls, and at best has
only a few square feet In which to

place bis characters. For his back- | yewirops are none too insignificant o
ground he must depend upen painted | pacome a part of the sction. You see,
scepery and manofactured” cffects, |ap observing director has the worid

only miserable
imitations of natoral objects. 1 do not
of eriticism.
ideals of the
‘h make it the aris-

Kvery one of us
has pleasant recollections of great mo-
ments when true dramatisis enjoyed
interpreta-
When a great actor throws the
best there 35 in him loto the principal
role of a fine play you have & combing-
I have besn
such perform-
ances upan several visits to the thea-
What painting or plece of sculp-
your memory to
breathing
single
Long years afterward
pleasurable reveries you recall the play
and the player. Who ever saw Irving's
bl By
forget that wonderful scene when he
urged the images on his cap to listen
to him and yet was equivocating at ($5 a seat for it7

CAD

$150,000, Here you have twice the out- |
lay for 400 people that it costs a mo- |
tion picture director to employ 10,000

If there i& any =ignificance in these |
figures they point sn important moral |
without need of further explanation. |
In the same way we can go afleld nnd |
get anything we want. If there is a |
shipwreck we show the angry sea and |
the restless waves. For a lovers tryst |
we have but to pick out some sylvan |
dell and bring our players thers and ket |
them act a8 two people in love would |

act under a given circumstance, and |
the great avdlences wesave their own |
romances and do the larger share of |
the acting for that scene. Along the |
side lines we can have roses blooming l
in the sunlight with a snow crusted |
mountaln in the background. In our |
drama the trees wave in the breezes |
and blades of grass damp with real

for his studios. The centuries have
been piling up these Inexhaustible pro-
ductions for him. He has but to use
artistic sense (n the matter of selec-
tion. |

The motion picture {s no longer an I
infant art. It is the newest and most |
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powerful form of dramatle expression, |
and there ix no end to which it ean |
be carried. 1 firmiy believe the day |
will come when great poetic pletures |
will not anly compare with the best
of the legitimate stage, bot will be
upon a parity with the greatest pro-
ductions of grand opera and at corre-
sponding prices. Remember, a fow
years ago it was the limit of extrava-
gince to spend $500 on a moving ple-
ture production. At that tHme we
played to five cent gudiences. Now we
spend $500,000 on & picture, and we
crowd the theaters everywhere at §2
a seat. By this ratio what s to hin-
dar the saperproducer from spending
three times that amount and s‘rlung

in

FRIAR'S FROLIC TO
BE STUPENDOUS AFFAIR

oming Fre
ch pro
m-h_\ nr the offer

which r'\)(el

conclude
M. Cohan,

Is genern! stage

L of the Frol only retalning
ch feafures as cannol possfbly be of-
A tp the publle, other than by an or-

'umx.nm. such The

of

magnitude as

noveltias promised e a
melodrama  written by
prominent dramatists
played by twenly of
muodl popular leading men on Broad-

mor
twenty-minute
twenty of the m
1 Ameries, an
tha

Another feature
nant composern,
upan Aftesn

A revue
will be p
farceurs

A minstrel first part participated in by
une hund cknowledged kings

will be fifteen promi-
plaving = popular air
planos In unisen,

of current successful plays
ented by a eoteris of famous

her eightiath birthday on March 27 in Lon-
don, Bhae Is playing at present a promi-
nént part with Sir George Alexander In|
“The Basker” at the 8t. Jumes Theater, |
Miss Ward, who in private jife fa the |
Countess de Guerbel, wez born In New
York City. She began her stage reer |
88 an opera singer. making her debut at
Bergamo, Italy, in 1856 Bhe made her
first appearance on the stage at Covent
Ourden Theater in 1961 aw Mald Marisn
In Macfarren's opera of “Hobin Hood."
Returning to Amerien in 182 she mades
her first appearance in New York at the
Aoademy of Music on November 10 of
that year as Violetta in ""La Traviats."” |
l:n d::’ul on the American dramatio
stage did nol take place until when
she played Jane Bhore in the 91:‘;‘0! m-t
name. #he has
during her career. Bhe probably is he-l
known in this country for her perform-
ance of Btephanie in “Forget-Me-Not.™

& role which, by the way, abe has pluyed
over 1000 times, in all part= of the world. |

Albert Bpaulding, the noted American
vielinlst, will lend his artistic aid to
the ensemble

The porsonnal of the Prolle consists |
of 183 men, Including nesrly all the promi- |
memt players, singers, dancers, artiste, |
cartoopista, and authors wheo are not in|
Callfornia  making materlal for the
movies,

A military band of mixty pieces will
coompany the nrgml:allun

'MASK AND WIGGERS
HERE ON MAY 8TH

The first performance of the twenty-
wighth annual productiion of the Mawk
and Wig Club wil] take place this week.
The title of the show s *Whon Phosbe'' —
FPhosbe bein® o mule of feminine parstns-
lon whose sducation develves on a man
named “Balhwm.” This mule in pampersd
nnd petted; wung to) it hoofs manicured,
wnd an almost humanising element In-
fused Into il four-legged personality.
Btolen by the members of an itinerant
eircun, the efforts to find the animal farm
the plot of the play. The musicil com-
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*dy ia In two mcie, there nre olghteen
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MARIE DORO

In “THE HEART OF NORA Fl \ NN”

A Story of Heart Interest That l- L

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY

The Unsurpnased Ematioonl Arilste

PAULINE FREDERICK

In “THE MOMENT BEFORE”

A PICTURIZATION OF ISRAEL EANGWILL'Y PFOWERFUL DRAMA
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