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Readers Condemn "The Birth
Of a Nation." Belasco's

Plans for'New Production.
By JULIA CHANDLER.

I dig my way to you this week out of an avalanche of anathemas born
of the perfect sincerity of scores of deplorably prejudiced readers who
would have me hanged without a quiver of conscience for what one pro-
tester is pleased to term my "fulsome praise" of "The Birth of a Nation."

The exactions of my work make a personal reply to each of some

two hundred letters on my desk an impossibility, so that I am forced to

take this medium of publicly commending the frankness of opinions which
have been expressed to me whether they ptaise or damn me for my belief
that in his great film, now on view at the New National Theater, D. W.
Griffith has lifted the motion picture art to an artistic level deemed at

its inception impossible for it, picturing the stress and storm which gripped
the South after Abraham Lincoln's untimely death, not merely with fine
dramatic sense but with an admirable faithfulness to history.

Expressing ,o me, his "feedings of disappointrneat and amazement"
born of my attitude .toward the Griffith film, Mr. James C. Waters, jr.,
attorney at law in this city, protests "distorted episodes" and "propagandist
features so hideously insidious in their character that if any racial group
within the nation except the negroes were made the victim of their re-

flections, the house which dared to present the film would be dynamited,"
adding reproachiully to me:

"'And you, too, Brutus?' You who have taken such high ground here-
tofore? I am led by your writings on this film to believe more firmly
than ever before that there come times when a man must catch a new

grip upon himself lest he lose faith in humanity."
To the accusation against Mr. Griffith of "distorted episodes" it can

but be said that with the selection of Thomas Dixon's graphic story of re-

construction in the South following the civil war for film production the

sponsor for "The Birth of a Nation" entered upon a primary work of re

search stupendous in its character, for the veryeurpose of establishing the
historical truth of its narrative. A half dozen professors of history from
-c many universities worked for three months in compiling for Mr. Grif-
fith historical data that he might be spared the slightest inaccuracy in the

presentation of his theme. These professors examined no less than 5,ooo
solunes of history and innumerable official records to secure the facts.

- Not satisfied with this Mr. Griffith visited the locale of the country which
gas c birth to the Ku Klux Khs.n and heard from ien and women of the
highest integrity the story of their personal experiences through the dark-
est hours of Southern history. Fortunately for the depiction of the period
the vear: which followed the civil struggle are not so far distant but that
innumerable eve-witnesses can be found today still living in that portion
of the South which was saved from negro rule and supremacy by the Ku
Klux riders.

Because history does not always tell a beatiful story there is no rea

son that it should be suppressed, or told only in such part as it coincides
with individual-ideas of things as they should be, or migpt have been, but
were not.

Nor should a man sho has spent a fortune in his effort to achievt

accuracy in a production be maligned and condconed because he has the
temerity to offer the world the result of his expensive investigation, spe-
cially when this man happens to be one of high artistic gifts who has the
ability and the will to clothe his presentation in such raiment as D. W
Griffith has given "The Birth of a Nation."

That he sensed in Thomas Dixon's description of conditions confront
ing the South with Lincoln's death, and the power that saved the flower
of its people from an unspeakably hideous fate, a subject of tremendous
dramatic appeal and unparalleled possibilities for action in a film produc
tion is nothing to Mr. Griffith's discredit, nor aught of proof agains
the sincerity, honesty and dramatic beauty of his depiction.

Contention aside, the fact remains that "The Birth of a Nation" is
dramatic offering. As one of the many approving letters I have receive<
states the matter:

"The Griffith picture is in the theater like any other production; ad
vertised like any drama, without pretense or deception. Seeing it is con

pulsory to no one, so let he who is afraid to be told the truth in a beau
tiful and impressive manner stay home and nurse his weazened prejudices.

Which, in my estimation, is admsirable advice succinctly given.

In its third engagement at the Belasco Theater this week 'The Bir<
of Paradise" brings to us a new Luana in the person of Carlotta Monterey
a young actress who hails from California. Miss Monterey wa~s educate<
at the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy in Paris, France, following whic1
she studied at the Dramatic School of Acting in London, Falgland. He
ferst stage appearance was with the revival of the "Geisha" at Daly's The
ater, London. From there Miss Monterey toured the provinces with vai

ous companies, and was chosen by Lou-Tellegen to create the role of th
chorus model, in "Taking Chances" produced last season in New York.

As seen here originally Richard Walton Tally's exotic -picture e

Hawaiian life brought us Bessie Bapriscale in the role of the beautift
Hawaiian girl wiho was responsible for the capitulation to the allurement
of vice of a splendid .example of mankind. '

The second engagement gave us our first opportunity of seeing Lenor
Ulrich in the seductive characterization, and now that Miss Ulrich ha
achieved so signal a success ini David Belasco's recent production of "Th
Heart of Wetona" we will be intro4need tomorrow evening Jo the thir
leroina of "The Bird of Paradise" in Miss Monuterey,- 'whom Mr. Moroe
helieves to possess histrionic gifts equal to those of either Miss Barrsca
or Miss Ulrich.
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tcmporarily from the boards at t1
close of the current week, not b
cause of any lack of patronage f
Mr. Mcgrue's farcical comedy, b
in accordance wcith the producci
pre-arranged plans for it.
Following the policy he pursu

last spring for "The Boomerang
which has been the greatest come

hit of the now fading season in Nc
York, Mr. Belasco will subject "T
Lucky Fellow" to the expert dri
ing of his dramatic tools until t
8th of August, when the piece w

reappear in New York, opening I

season of the Lyceum Theater
which Mr. Belasco has but recent
secured half interest.

In a pow-wow with the produc
last week he expressed to me 1
belief that "The Lucky Fellow" w

duplicate the unprecedented succc

of "The Boomerang."
"It has youth, freshness, hum,

and these are the qualities need
just now, for the people want
laugh and need to laugh," he cc

fided.
Whereupon I asked him if "T

Lucky Fellow" isn't that one of I
Cooper Megrue's earlier plays whi
was produced some time ago in B<
ton undcr the title of "The Cral
Snatcher," to which I received
affirmative reply, Mr. Belasco
hibiting no concern, however,
the former Iailure of the piece

rWhich is quite in the logical
der of things, for a play that I
gone under the pruning knife
the most skilled theatrical surgc
in the world comes to the pul:
from the operation a glorified re
carnation of its former self, so ti
SThe' Lucky Fellow" when fna
ready for the forth coming New Y<
season under the sponsorshipaedirection of Mr. Belasco is sureS be a bird of quite another featl
ethan that which first fluttered
the footlights of Boston.
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Theatrical Baedeker.
Belasco-"The Bird of Para-

dise." Richard Walton Tully's
exotic romance of Hawaiian
life, bringing in its third engage-
ment here Carlotta Monterey in
the famous role of Luana.

National-"The Birth of a

Nation." D. W. Griffith's mas-

terly picturization of the storm
and stress through which the '

South passed after the civil war.
interwoven with two delightful
romances.

Poli's-"Rolling Sones." A.
H. Van Buren returns from a

vacation to head the cast in the
presentation of Edgar Selwyn's
comedy, which will be seen here
for the first time tomorrow

evening.
Keith's-Adelaide aed Hughes

head a well balanced bill of
high-class vaudeville.

Belasco today-Burr McIn-
tosh in a lecture on "Prepared-
ness.

Poli's-Tomorrow matinee-
The Paint and Powder Club of

1c Baltimore in George V. Ho-
bar's latest dramatic effort en-

or titled "Dear Dorothy.-'' Loew's Columbia-Paramount
Pictures.

ed Gayety and Lyceum-Bur-
lesque.

Cosmos-Vaudeville.
c Garden, Strand. Crandall's.

1l- Crandall's Apollo, Crandall's Sa-
he voy, Crandall's Avenue Grand,

and Hippodrome - Feature
n Films.
.ly}
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iBese e-W'he Bd of Paradise."
X11 The Bird of Paradise." Richard

5ss Walton Tully's realistic story of life
in the Hawaiian Islands. will be seen
for the third time at the Belasco thisDr,week.

ed Mr. Tully, who is considered one of
the best informed of all our Ameri-

tocan authors on matters pertaining to
n- these pretty South Sea Island pos-

sessions of Uncle Sam, has written a

story that is not only full of facts re-
helating to them but also one that istoi tilled with tense dramatic incidents.

ch From the moment that the little
Hawaiian girl makes her appearanceD-andmeets the young American, whom
she afterwards marries. ontly to learn
like many before her that the dark

an skinned race and the white should
x- never wed, until the fnai curtain falls

in on her tragic end, the dramatic inter-
mest in the play never lags. On the

.other hand the first meeting between
r-the beech comber and the young
American girl, who finally restores him

lasto is social positIon in life, contrasts
of strdngly with the love story of the

other two. The cast is headed by Car-onlotta Monterey. who will be 1mpported
slicby a eompa.ny of over twenty actin!
inpeople among whom are Hooper L

'Atchley. Roberta Arnold. Richard Gor-iatdon. Laura Adams. Robert Morris,
Ily Fanny Yantis, James Nelson, George P.
k webster and 4hne quintet of nativeysingers and players, whose musie
nd lends an atmospheric charm to tis
to delightful play.

19here are- three acts and each and
Hi every one are triumphs of the scenic

to artists' shilL The first shows the Is-
land of Puna, with the bay in the
distance, the -second the interior .o1
a native grass hust, the third ipens on
a l'as at Honoluzlu. fromn there to a

csouheat4' ss., atte the lastdeet
he.eaptee Mounat KM.a.
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morrow upon its third weck at the
National Theater.
While the fine executiont of the film

is truly epoch-making, probably the
basic reason for its phenomoeatal suc-
cess is to be found in the theme. It

is a big historical romance, treating
of the most momentous period in the
history of the United State. a period
which is not only highly imported in
the story of this country. but one
which is still remembered by living
men.

Add to the sublimity of the epic the
intensity of the short story and one

has an approximate value of D. W.
GrifiTth's "The Birth of a Nation." A
large part of the power of the piece
comes from the ovehwheltming rapid-
ity of its action. The spectator is
carried hither and thither with be-
wildering facility. Stirring scenes are
piled upon each other with almost
confusing speed and scenes of his-
torical importance almost jostle s. a

other on the screen. Because of this
rapidity of action it is a common oc-

currence to hear people say while
leaving the theater after three hours
of wonderment and pleasure that it
only seemed as if they had been there
for an hour. Nothing has ever before
vIsited this city and Inspired such en-
thusiasm.- There are two perform-
ances every day at 2:15 and 8:15 p. m.

Poll's Tomnorrow-'Paiut and Pow-
der' Club"

The Paint and Powder Club of Balti-
more will make its annual visit to Wash-
ington tomorrow afternoon at Poli'i
Theater. presenting Its latest offering
"Deer Dorothy' for the benefit of the
Christ Chpild Society.
One of the moat eharming characters

of the comedy "Dear Dorothy" is the
ltle. Chinese tea girt Socey Chin Feh.
This part will be taken by Townsend
Scott. son of the well-known banker end
one of the moat popular members of the
young smart 5et. Mr. Scott viil be ac'
conpanied by a group of C'hinese
msaidaua and will sing a sorag ilustrating
the brewing of tea. and isow reputationi
enmay be r'ulned by -cetater' over teacups
Wyland Kuhn. givee gevepal. Ruselasi
dsOSs ad an imseenstion of Ruth St.
Debt and Douglus Warner hes the title
reteo. A*,ong others bs the cast are Rt
34.G13 Maekail, I. 1eston Mtudue, liar
ry Ganger Ot*4gk . ComIs. 'nei
aesE. Geom. Iis'r,, 'ute, 1. Bua-S. ~Mh~m -

Ese , MistArj iskand
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each d~rnngrom ndanorn

I--

(nownte B.ia awnd.drmtion~rnszt.
Nft~hat.city. esrtuea il

"Rolhdrling-on will he th ofafer-
ngov anf the beilersI tisweek~. I
eThis tib~tledrom ithie characters.

lwo youn gomen, tofro i mpovee
krishmetl and desperati otn. make a

Ropingis tofote onl the tprmfcp-
.hato the wold owleseryi oneekaiv-
ngt itf tite haoe te neetohaet.
tollong tones" s saidtro belone

ig laugh after another, in the inter-
stices of which are entwined the semi-
serious and the semI-tragic aidelights
f lIfe among that class of persons,
who, when food Is not forthcoming,
Irow desp~ondent and seek to cast off
the mortal coil in auch a river as the
Chicago. only to be halted on the
brink by some amusing incident, a.
in the Edgar Selwyn comedy. which
leads up to love, courtship, and mair-
rage itn a manner that cannot helli
but prove pleasing.

Kelth's--VaUde-rtle.
Foremost at Keith. this week at.

Adelaide and Hughes in. their new rep-
ertoire of operatie ballet. and bal-
room novelties with interpolations of
the cake-walk and other fancies. N~exl
comes fetchIng MIldred Macomber. s-
ssted by Willard Foote and the 8*
sisters in "liollday's Dream." In addi-
ton to the principals there -are a
seore d[ models, dancing girls, diving
maids. pantoanimiste and ogiera., An
ther. iaclusion will be Pat RoOney and
Marion Bent in a freak edition f- "Ai
en isw.. giad" Eagrw Wsma. not
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y Connolly. nitI Pe . v eri\cc h at
he piano .Allan re - an con-

pany: Mearwn WCr. '- : r : -ear-o-
pr~ma done. li ira-da
the w re. lhe rga r. .' ud ce

Pathe pn101:31 ara .or
Today the prn V 1 Offr '1

Intyre and 1mih. A- \ Whr n% and
Harry -Carrol.t ' u M'1 i- . ':sor {,!"r'7
Ali.. Dc and Ber 1-'e: I3 Itt v

Regel and comnp:,' a a d ..'l th' w'h r

acts of the past c ii..

Barr MrcItea-Beta.re Taen.

Sur! clt c tsi . , . rc.. h=
"Plain 'Tl --. - -u T I n.t.ed

State- and 'I M NI :,,r- - .t d -h< :N

cnlot-ed v " v. and 1 i . Olcr d a t cci na

at the H.-ascco Th.t, th I aft. rn.on

and nerung, hI- 0-er..! f . tarn, one

of th< m-t carne-I disoate, of a

proper mcerchar m. rc e f.. t-s cOJ-
try.

six srir- ago he ent Io a number
of the larger cItcs- n ti t- cdi \ est
and told them to ih - fan. '' 't
the rotten potit es rI a. ::crd h\"
MIlddle \iest congressc en -ndn-

stors n w . cauerll 1! 1 h r .i . u d Stat,-
to be "te mct lt pie- ..inctr. in
ihc n\\ -Id - 11 pa c ' n i er-

tion ti Senator TIhcolr, Buirton.
N Ito. he declared. N cc: -: -r re sp n-
ble, than any othe mcc. n the -c un-
try f" tih- ecistn. r ..o m.
As Mr Melctosh is .\tcr more dc ep-

ly convinced than ccer before that the
fame clas. I. resporsit.te-. -"m. inter-

ecting momcernt may i-c-c <xc eted.

Leecw' Coimmbia-Paramnet ictures.
"David Glarrickc" i' the latec, tccicc-cr

ic which Dutin Far-nm ic c-tarted it
will be shown at L~oc- a ccclumbica ccc-

day, continucci unctii Wednesdc-ay "On-
visd Garrick"' :s a wIcdc-1 ikcov 2inamc.
buf few reahczc that unctil he came to

Drury Lane in 1~4i a cct or uas ncot
considered a fit asscccate for respect-
able people. The recon'tructionc of
dramatie act was, started tby this, actor
who wasc the ftit to play in the now
-universal "natural manner.'' This
strange condition and how the fcrce of
ti, man, personalty overcame it
forms the theme of thcc p-ctUre. Win-
ifred Kingston. who has often appear-
ed in Mr. Farnum's ictures. supporta
himi in this piciure enactcng the rote
of a landon heire.c,. The elaborate
costumes of the earlier daysa are said
to have been faithfully represented.

Thuiaday, Friday andc Saturday Val-
etntine GIrant wi!t be seen in "T~he 1n-
njiocent LUe." While this in the first
appearance of Miss Grant as a Famous
Playera-Paranmount star. it is by ne
]means her first appearance on thq .

screen as ahe has. appeared in several
photoplays which won success. A~ __
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