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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o' the Year.
By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

Prst printing of an original poem. written illy
for The Washington Herald.

FORTUNE.
'Ti, aid that Fortune's but a fickle jade
Who plays with man like ome flirtatious maid,
Hold, back her favors, and her smile denies
Despite the invitation in her eys.

Believe it ner Ti idictmern: i- niot true.
For Fortune's just a woman thro' and thro',
Who knowing well her favors to be good
Insist- that to be won they must he wooed.

(Cip~rlhi,'

Onlyv -ven days more before the oyster
,asor.

1 Deut-chland arrived at Breme n w% ith a

rgo of $1,ooo,ooo in nickel. No, not in nickels.

Wi omer say that the waistline will he higher
th :s fall. I this designed to avoid a collision
with the ankl line.

te millionaire who used a cane on a society
'an for saying -seet things to his wife did not
-e a sugar cane.

Thos- faniliar with the calculating ability of
'oumania's statesmen probably are satisfied that

victory f-r the allies is not far off.

).:r idea of zero in gifts is the seven-foot
'hark which has just been presented to William
/egler, th- Connectient millionaire.

T -aerage man will not find that section of
the proposed corrurt practices law which limits
individual political contributions to $ooo one of
life's worries.

lidZinz by reports from the rival political
_nP t're DrIIIocratic women and Republican
Progressives had better pair on the Presidential
ote and Le done with it.

There i one important difference between
+e white laVer and the poisonous snake. The

prescribes no penalty for the physical anni-
1-iat- of the latter pest.

Tromzi the way both Democrata and Republi-
le" disclaim any intention 1f 'pa-nding large
1im, of money in the coming election it properly

e- ,b called a poor man* campaign.

cim!l war veteran announces that he will
%ote for fHugh es because both he and the Re-
publican n-nme wear whiskers But that does
lot account for the actions of the Woman's
Party.

Pe indix idual who succeeded in passing
vthle-. ccks on Speaker Chan.p Clark and

nn ings Ervan nust have aremnirents
.h mnake him a gocd political campaigner

ento apr-lied in that die etion.

n Germanv is to llh rffect
hat U ea-' cro i, ;'o per cent largrr than

year*. Before lion they probably will be
complaininz "-At t - sies "'tarvation" blockade

intecri-c w1 itlh th., exportation o food-

c a- - o000.000,000 country, reaning that
anyiii ;,- ropriations for peace, prosperity

and naintenance excv'ed that figure. It is a stu-
-ndous 'un, hut the country has reached it by
-orr dnrble method than those countries

.o*l-\'hotic that are now spending miutch

i.l~ -

enort, withirut amendment, in the

c
r0

kr ction hilt night to insure its5
..asgc b-e-e (oicress shu. lip shop. There

a umnamn'~tv or opinionr a,. to the necessity for
bis lreilati toan the Retail \ierchants' An.o-

c at on d"- e5' coneratulations for making it

...c ...r' e22 ras all things.
lau O app e .i. longer thian four years

famouis editor toi forget that his support
nia' ca~ ml eimi,arrassin~g hby the pre'ent occupant

\\liite Hlouse.
Re d oc the latest review of the military 511tu-

'1i L en give. 'cant encouragenient to
throsc who.aire hroping for a speedy end of the

n-op'ah ic t. (Our superinrity in the field,'
-ays the expert of the London Titnes, 'is not yet
adequate sine it does not gtve us that annihilat-
ing preponderance necessary for victory. Next
spring, having completed our own supplies, we
can set to work to arm Russia with a will. We
tan fit out the armies for 1917 and i9r8, which
tmust in the end crush the tiost frantic efforts of
tihe c'ntral powers, and a- 'we catn last so .long.
or lotnger if necessamt:, we can he 'atisfied witht
nothtng but the complete satisfaction of our de-
mands." Not much cotmfort for thme dove of

Another Railroad in Trouble.
Again we are likely to be witnesses of an

apparently paradoxical situation in railway mat-
ters. The Boston and Maine system, which is
now at the very zenith of its prosperity and has
$8,ooo.ooo in its treasury, is in danger of going
into the hands of a receiver. That, too, despite
the fact that it is now maiing money to a de-
gree that is little less than abnormal.

* The trouble seems to have arisen on account
of the shortsightedness of the owners of a public
utility in saddling the road with a burden so

wildly extravagant that the uioney to meet its
existing obligations cannot be earned even in
this period of transportation prosperity. Every-
thing goes to show that the affairs of the sys-
ten have been carried on in the most reckless
manner One instance in point is that subsidiary
properties have been bought and leased to the
larger company, which guaranteed rentals of 6,
8 and even to per cent. And now the consoli-
dated system has fallen a victim to the legisla.
tures of four States and the result is a muddle.

By this tile, the American public has become
familiar w ith the plight of a railroad when it
falls into the hands of- several conflicting State
legislatures. \hen these august bodies disagree
there is small hope for outsiders. \Vithout the
slightest responsibility as to the outcome, they
proceed to order a remedy which sonetines
proves to he worse than the disease.

That seein to be the present predicament of
the Boston and .laine. Fcour lcgi'latures split
evenly as to a p'lan of reorganization of the
system. If the affairs of the railroad were not
in so critical a situation such a legislative en-

tanglement might prove tO be more annoying
than it is tunder present conditions. In fact,
h gislatis e interference may serve to distract at-
a ntion from the fact that the road is loaded
with obligations which are four times greater
than the capital stock, and has a floating debt of
$13oo,ooo. sonic of which has been renewed
Seight tihnies. In suchI a fiancial extremity as

this, legal interposition xo)uld semi to be the
only remaining possibility.

An Unfortunate Misstatement.
In their re cent b lletin relating to the present

condition of the railroad business in the I'nited
States, the contesting brotherhoods hase been
the victinm of sonc very misleading statistical
errors. The charge that the railroad authorities
have been guilty of misrepresentation in the ,ate-
ment that the greater part of the stock of Amer-
ican roads is owned by persons of small or mod-
erate means i, not borne out bv the facts

Take, for example, the Pennsylvania system.
There are 93,768 stockholders, wcith an average
ownership of only io6 shares. That must stand
as a sufficient refutation of the charge that the
stock of that corporation is owned mainly by its
members. A still more convincing illustration of
the point is furnished by the records of the New
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad. There
are 26,106 holders of the stock of that railroad,
of whom 12,008 have Individual holdings of from
one to ten shares, and each one of o,4;; others
owns less than fifty. N earlY half of the stock-
holders of the road are womeni.

In 1915, the whole number of railroad stock
owners in this country was 626,122. Those figures
show plainly how widely the ownership of rail-
road stocks is distributed. It nnt hr reem-
hered, also, that there are a great miany iidividual
owners of railroad bonds. American insurance
companies hold $r,;oo.ooo,ooo of these securities,
and they form an essential part of the protection
of more than 30,000.000 policy holders. The say-
ings banks also hold these securities to the
amount of $6ooooo.ooo.

So. while it is not conceivable that there wa-
any intent on the p.rt of the four brotherhood-
t, permit a misstatelent in their bulletin, it
would be well for then to exercise a little more
care in the preparation of similar future publica-
tions There are sufficient merit and force in
their contention as it stands today to carry it
to a successful ternination without any re or-t to
't'tatement of any kind.

Nepotism An Old Issue.
As long as humInan nature is constituted as it

is ind blood is thicker than water, nepotisni imust
play its part in politics.

This disposition to a-isi relative- by putting
thlem oi a government, State or municipal pay-
oll is an ailment that affects Rtpuhlicans, Demo-
crats and men of all tolitical faiths and parties.

The Secretary to the President, Cabinet of-
ficers, Senators, Representatives and other'
whose words are supposed to weigh heavily with
the administration find themselves in the list of
those who have helped deserving relatives to en-

roll as IUncle Sam's servants.
No national campaign w% o;ld he complete

without the lst of relatives, near relatives and
best friends of those in high office, who have
been assisted to their hold on the governmenm
Treasury by their influential members of tns
administration inner circle.

In municipal affairs recent history tells thlat
the w.orxt set-back Mayor William Hasle Thomp-
son, of Chicago, has received since his inaugura-
tion was due to his exertion of infltuence for a
relative.

Former Mayor Fitzgeraxld. 01 Boston, found
h1is first administration a failure partly because
his six hr others were accused of sharing the
mayoralty honors with him.

The late Mayor G'aynor, of New York, ws
sex erely criticised for wvhat uas credited as anl
e'ncrfond desitre i-n e- part of thle department
h-e.-f to help their relat yce

.\nd the list mlight he prolongedi indefinitely.
It does nlot mean decadence in politics, but
rather that humuan nature whether in high or low
office is much the same.

Nor does it indicate a particularly deplorable
condition. U'nless these relatives or best friends
possess as their only redeeming qjuality' an im-
muense puill anld unles they idisplace muchel moreC
cont:petent emtptoy e theyv rainhrdly lbe blamued
for capitalizing thleir influee.

The raising of nepotism as an issuec is a re-
muinder to everybody that campaign tinmes really
are here. Nepotism wsas an issue in 1908, it
bobbed up serenely in its proper place in 1912,
and now it is here again. If it does not appear
in 192o and toz4 then it may he safely said that
a new political era is in our rnidst.

"\ e halal have more confidence in to0 tier cent
patriotisml whlen we find a preparedne'ss shouter
welcoming an increase in his income tax.-NewYork World.

Seen and Heard by George Miner.
Merida, Yucatan, Aug. 25.-"President Wilson

is one of the greatest men that ever lived."
So spoke Gen. Salvador Alvarado, governor of

Yucatan and comnnander-in-chief of all the Car-
ranza troops in the southeast of Mexico. It was
a remarkable tribute coming, as it did, from a

mian who is the governor of the most important
state in Mexico, an ardent supporter of the de
facto government and one of the most dis-
tinguished generals in the Mexican army.

It was not so remarkable as a tribute to Mr.
Wilson personally as it was a tribute to the
highest official of a nation that had just been on

the verge of war with Gen. Alvarado's country.
Any one, be he Democrat or Republican, must
admit that.

With practically all the American troops avail-
able massed along the Mexican frontier, and with
rnly a few weeks hasing elapsed sice Gtn.
Alvarado himself was raising troops here to

risist an American invasion, this leader of Mcxi-
can affairs and Mexican thought and Mexican
soldiers voluntarly paid the highest kind of coi-

pliment to the President of the nation toward
which lie had good reason to feel antagonistic.

It was not a grandstand play either. It v.as

an honest expression of opinion, for the gover-
nor was nt aiddressing a dilegation of Americans
and soothimig them a;th soft wirds. Not a

bit of it. ie was addressing the officers of his
army, and I was the only American present. QOi

ithe three or four hundred officers there nearly
all of them were seterans who have been tight-
ing since the revolution started, five yeays ago,
and every one of thei would take the tield
gladly if war should come between the two coun-

tries. So there was no need for Gen. Alvarado
to say complimentary things about any official
of the United States to these men. Praising Mr.
Wilson makes no hit with them. They don't
care whether he is a big man or not. All they
know is that lie is the head of a country they
came pretty near having to fight.

These remarks by Gov. Alstrado were made
in the course of an address lie delivered at a

banquet he gave his officers last night. It is his
custom to give these dinners every now and then
for the extre purpose of having an unofficial
and heart-to-heart taM with "his boy.," as lie
calls them. lIe tells them exactly what is going
on Mexico and in the world at large so far
as it relates to Mexico and also outlines the aims
the MIxic.,ii go ernient is striving to accom-

plish. Lik:n lie points out to them their duies
as officers, good citizens and honorable men. lie
does not believe in keeping his army in the dark
and hiding things trom them, for he abhors ignor-
ance of any kind.

"It is ioi e of a school than a dinner," hie
explained to rite wshin he was so kind as to ask
my attendance. "I do not make a speech. I
preach a sermon.

Last night the eorinor's "serion" was largely
ildevoted to sketching the history of the United
States and explaining how it had expanded and
achireved the g:reat Iwcr and prosperity and
wealth that are now ours lie then jointed out
how the oppoiiiri:t\ is now at h;,nd for Mexico
to be a,sured of . ,inilar i.ippy future by adopt-
ing American miethods of enterprise and en-

dcas or. Peace and prosperity is his slogan. lie
wants to see the country interested in business
rather than in battles, for, be it known, Gov.
Alvarado i. quite as iergetic a busines' man is

lie is a valiant soldier.
!it, statement concerning President \\ikoii,

wyhicli I have quoted. occurred in his assertion
that a great deal of praise was ilu- Mr. Wil son
for keeping the United States out of the Euro-
pe.n war and aho for his coolness and delibera-
tion in presentinc war betweern the United States
and Mexico. which would surely lav e con e 'bout
had he vielded to the cxciteeni't of the m.o:ment
and the clamor or an interested money clique At
the saic timr', he maintained, President \Wilson
had upheld the dignity and sovereignty of his
& ounitrv.

Those -erious, brown-faced officers in white
iiiniforns litened with rapt attention to every
word he said. At the finish, they ap;;iuded
siporously.

Note that. ThOse 300 Mexican officers ap-
plauded words of praise of the United States and
of the President of the United States. lf that
doc, not prove that the Mexicans have nothing
but riendly feelings for its I don't know what
does. It also proves what I ha.e niainta-ed in
'rything li.in written about \lexico '-ce I

Xisited Ithe connit ry last winter. 'Tiat the people
oI our sisti r reiublbe are not antagonistic to us
as a natioI: that the only Anieric.in they duslike
are those wxho have coie here and done them
a wrong. And, believe ne, they' are a nretty
long-surfering race.

Do we reciprocate? Are we as generous and
kindly and forgiving in our sentiments as aie the
ie X icAn ? I ai afraid not.

If tl' governor of ar Anierican St- ad-
dresseI a rooniftul of our arriy officers ani
praised Mexico and Senor Carranza would he
arouse tumultuous applause?

I know he would not. So who is the dog in
the mianager? Who is showing the antagonism?
I ladr't wve better stop throwing stones and take
a leaf fromt the Mexicans' book of broadmuinded-
ness aiid humirainity if we expect to des elop those
big coiimiercial relations with anid interests ini
Mexico about whlicht so niany American buiness
nien are now talking?

l~eer Ralhin, the director general of the Ham-
burg-Amiieri can Line, and Herr Heineken, oif the~No rd deurit scer Lloyd, have been directing tl' at-
te ntmnt of neutrals diur'ing the pact few wssR
ti the great pirogrami of imerchuant ship con tic-tiorinywhi, in addition to war wiork, hre been
carried out by the German vards. In this cont-
nection special miention has' been iiade of the~Bisiiarck, of 36,ooo tons, the largest liner ini the
world, as wvell as of a number of other pas-
senger and cargo boats.

I learn, howvever, that not one of these ses-sels has been launched since the ourtbreak of
war. Several were, in fact, well on the waytowyardi comipletion then, and in the circumi-stainces it wvouild hie surprising if they were not

reart froriservice by now. I also hear that, quiteairtrrmrore srnetcompetition which isexpected from British, French, Russian and Italian
comtpanies, German ship owners have good reason
to fear the comipetition of neutral, especiallyScandinavian, countries. For this reason they
are now, I understand, considering the questionof combining their interests on a big scale, and
several conferences with this object in view
have, it is known, been held of late.-ManchesterGuardian.

Thle next great reform which political parties
ought to compete for the privilege of institut-
ing vs an arbitration law which will render a
situation like the present row imipossible.-Chi-

ARMY AND NAVY NEWS
feet Uentee Columm in City.

Tie new navy personnel legislation will
require the Secretary of the Navy former-
ly to designate assistants to the chiefs
of the two naval bureaus. For many years
there has been urgent need of these as-

sistants, according to the naval authori-
ties:
In the Bureau of Yards and Docks,

Civil Engineer A. L. Parsons will be the
assistant to the bureau. In the Bureau
of Unatrcions and iepair, Naval Con-
structor itohert etocker will be designat-

ei as assistant.
An assistant also is authorized for the

judge lvocate gtn-ral. It is expected
titIl t '. iornmasider Adolphus Staton

will serve in that capacity, as he in
senior ofier on duty under Capt, Ridleyi ran.

Ihe Snate has recteiver from Secretary
of Nak% ire. a statement of scores
inide lbt thlie Allantii battleship fleet in

iivis ti ; ai batt I practice in 19.-19l6, as
lhe" appIar Itf iin the -r'-i target at
in

III istlixiclu p cttice the Virginia, ouil
of 11h14l. si-ored 2; hits: Nebraska. 1.,
shots. it hits; Ltiisars. 107 shtis. I.
its. Ihe W, I- th l) ihest si-or--

lmde. I th low scores tie Arkansas,
uut of .1 shots. ored : hitl; lielaware.

74 iho "ht sld Rhde Island, 11,

lit dii sion fira tic, itie Texas-. with -i
- sc-. --orel lVI lot, I 'tah, 7, shuts,

hit,: .\rkansa- -,; Hsinds. jils; [klea
'" :' e-," sl'od i fil, u1, isiana. 77 shots,
i lilt ait Isa in as,- i shots. tils.

WIth l " l oe nin h introdlu-
tior I'int the lit. itistate's of tti>od

vi-er Iti ,other ii-t-iul tits(aes fromo
I.M.K ". mbe hat ffwial, are moi-

vwi atilt th,, acu tio l a parel o

irs-i i-n the m1riitr, r-ser atton at 17cc>
I s, IT ior th.- es lisheni tt If

funtgtirit Plant. Thne proposed ,is- .
th- o:rd u al - o"'. ,I the b rdb-r :t

TdIi offhr at Eagle P:m
lir i Ith v e lirt-ni i-ttmtialtder-bat

appretti d IIe rroft, arid the quartrer
itastti - g-neral iis rsporistd that h

spes no Objs-tion to it. It is not lossib :

oitwn ':r, t trar ,fr th - tra t Itoth
Tr- t Jy l)-tartmnnt. in %i.-w of the fat t
tlat lands ornprlcing th- military ies:-
tation were acu:reti b purchase under
auithorty of Congress for militsry pur.
pos-es on- and it is not the power of th
I ar IDepartment, without ih isanctioni
tifngrei , to tran sf-r fili.- to aiy portiori
Of the reservation to ar. ther d--parit
ient.

l'ernallion. b Iw, n0 a\ be Az-enthi
Tirasury Ine iartm -i t., I- - up\ l nd iti

itr fite purpo. -nr.nt, mp:ited a etb-
I::-I of land on the res,-rtatin, LIe exit

b i n cc- to bs fx- d sfter onisultati-
bwenthe comm iuun .ffr ofthe

iseriration anri in offt 'ln of the Pbic:
li alth Sers -e

Alto h- the k iS -f IV I. U battlI
I p 'aifornhi -in- i Tinnes-s e, cnstr_-

tan hwh wa, tiz-l it the naa
i f lar- :ri.onv. et lee-i I h

tork on t), .n t, tiot of th \s.-it
r- rthis-- is in y,: -ri- Material i::.

wen s-:dt-rd and is rIa,-s b r d red
iT s- kl- of the (i " : ,ri: iIl he 1a

it tt- \a tard at t,:- tutu seat
s ft int int i , I - : liii Xc-

-at I, t irr -

t m
i

r nan I-
I

I TIf k LI t ..-

gnnmg it - - r l
h- mi hi mJ. rt'

t ihi i i j ted i--
Mtni fr Itho in - I z r.. tit

h I rF.:i j' it hi- not ol be r
T bltttI ti !cii c

11 to w-ork -hitt Itt. Iu ts -itt t]

A itpr! ts
iU 9 i. Li h- i i i pir t i
r ri-tti er progrs-<s or I t l v-s - ttr
; n oI- of it list' r s-i-., buldii n I,
-rntc \;!-r ctracttr , and 112 -.I.

gae- triThan in the -th-: during th
air Time.

on' the' f;hr filln of Th, T-.

ARMY ORDERS.
ar. I---.1 -4. i. -

isecon I~-, t t ,,m ft .O -- .tm ret-s-r at ir

Jast N. Y

Lat <'!. nha & W-M wil we M.*eitl

mt.T t w ,d L.-

Wi.Rg A pnr :1pre
lirt- k N.Y

Ti i- I -g't-id a-s-ei g--arte

Tl u rpi-1, esaded tweni-
dais.
I i ie5enafit2 Lieti. HucervP
7essst-
Thice im o e- -d .- .i Wf, tL.Wn ills

I, artepted.Th. -- ,-- t

i c1 - be: w rrd'

Iintment.a
I T!.e e . -tc f I -: t i.- Riotin M.tangp
it-n is 5>rec-.
Tscn i-stigui:t n of cwi Wi:t. T na' B iLacie

is aceptd
The resgati on i s i

a trted .
The re-sgnation tst Ithat
s accepted.
The sect-tit-- ! N. la:se i>

h a' been a-xep
The esgmi.

is acceptsed.

5is acepe.usts it ap al I S rm

I' accepted.

i-c ac-ted.

inaptHacepted.od

sf ecsd-s-u.pJhnd.k

Itt bttiliiii- of-e rept Knrc l inJ.taschumar t

ritri -t i c.f i a- t Jos- p it . i t a

tiirui-i-t icti flci at- Alip ie tW. Wi-et

irst- it ei udersa A Bram Aitaitre e bsd.I
Dieg.. Caed.

wil reintion lbs WDedut Secn LiHi
-nto jc e-i~a Seco ecnd Lisul Cln o RV Htse-ii. Hatit
isl a Hcep ted i lsis ennl LilNe
Tel Kirs ainiucn btion fFr r iiam ADB Gii

i a- a te (. Plr i astmd iirt s~t
h ei rigat io ofu a - .BrnrrJ.n
-Te reigna -tin o t p i At-elr thu H- luricgIu

F ics t Lit.i W-att-er - A. Frnl- e wt-i lroceto latt i-ncsed as an-tsY.tu Pt

I aw- bard taf itrs at ccn te ark parerapo'-larril iad lie Third I it l
Frstm Fditl ut. T erbetsd e itt rt e lu to Iscu:

iiimtt t he ial -fitp t at ionl coo.' a

Th-et~ fol ssrgnad attilasn Xistets. nit Nal
wilmrprtt h arDprmetseon.in

Ma .lames M Pet: icsr amaned i t eT t'V

AFMER DINNER POITICL
When Tree Famous Senators Teak

the Oath.
Bs Dr. E. J. EDWASUIS.

Although Hannibal Hamlin. as Vice -i
President in the administration of Presi-
dent Lincoln, administered the i.nath of b
membershiD of the Senate to P-sme who
became of great influence, two or three
even being sure of perrnanent fam. t
tievertheess it was as a witness from hisi

I -eat in the Senate of the swe-ring in of
three Sn-lators in 1),4) that ito raw whatI
seemed to him t)-rh.pI the mot v.r
-sting creremonY crf that kind of uhich
he was ever an chriir-er.
This inteiat. gre-at as it wa,- .it the

moment. was enhaned Iy th i-ronal-
ite, and -a-er. ,f the thr-- tiZr.n.a's
who wA I-. at iI bit mSlsio fit
gress in -se jr..im to the ea

Ohio had rad, -hoie- of Renjamin, V a

Wade ar e r lo tv w., to
bezi n a ' 11 h1 'v - -e ,~ fth
ihad alread g..I -d Si-t. iral i-vt t.a n- .t

atattt-fntti I- rea. .rI of hi rm trI- 1
ivirest i-i'- , tv ral couinrae . - M

'a' k iT"

ru..gd t i ts t.t i i

bn , .1 tn, a;0 - n

Ir,-- :, i-ttij:s t b- th
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