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Warspite, Which, With Steer-
ing Gear Disabled, Took
the Fire of Leading Ger-
man Dreadnoughts, Now
Good as Ever.
By JOHN L. BALDERiCSTUN.
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board a destroyer traveling better than
twenty knots. I have just spent a morn-

ing passing up and down lines of British
warships, moored with steam up and
ready to rush to sea a few minutes after
an order is given. The squadron here
represents a considerable part of Ad-
miral Jellicoe's grand fleet, but not all
of it. for the naval might of England is
not kept at one station, and all the
fleets join only at sea during maneu-
vers, or when searchliig the German coast
as on the afternoon of May 31.
In the afternoon, thanks to the kindness

of the admiral commander-in-chief here,
I was shown from top to bottom over

a great battleship which took part in
the Jutland fight, and, her officers say,
accounted for a German Dreadnought.
The name of this wonder ship is un-

known to the public, and does not ap-
pear in Admiral Jelicoe's report of the
battle. so I may not give it. The call-
ber of her guns, too, Is a secret. She
represents the last word afloat, although
I saw more powerful monsters building
on the Clyde: she is considerably larger
and more effectively though differently
armed than the ships of the Queer
Elizabeth class, which so far as the
public has been told are the champions
of the British navy and of the world. On

leaving. I expressed to the admiral who
did the honors my regret at not being
permitted to tell what I had seen abroad
his vessel, and he smiled and said, "Just
tell the Americans she is some ship."
She is.

Immense Dry Docks.

As a climax to a day of wonders,
gazed into great chasms of concrete
which looked for all the world like
cuttings of the Panama (Canal before
the water was turned in. "Nice bathtub
for a sohool of whales?' said a proud
engineer oficer. "Largest docks in the
world. Hold anythian afloat, and any-

thing that will float in our time. All
built since the war began."
Several of these super-docks are al-

ready entirely rnished; others are build-
ing. A ;:r, at super-I)readnought rested
in one as snu,; as an oyster in its shell
-a sma!lish oyster in a shell several
sizes t" !rge. The super-lteadnought,
one of th. new ones. was, suppose.about as ig as the American Pennsyl-
vania. The building of the,,- docks in
less than two years really borders upon
the mrira.'tus., like the turning out of a

battle cruiser in a trifle over a twelve-
month. Thee were scheduled for com-

pletion in 11. or some such date. But
the war came, and the navy. expanding
su.dd, ,Ii% t he' on1 all pease-time
program, needcll them badly, and at

on,..o here they are. Great credit
is due to engine-rs. still greater the work-
men who broke all kinds of records be-
tause thisy kiw what might hang upon
%o_, 117k The possible conseluence
if a large number of first line ships had

.. . out -: a-tio and no, doiks beer
ready big enough to handle them all at
rnneed nit be dweit upon. That dan-

ger now is passed.
Damnaed ships Hejoin Line.

ri-ng the destroyer trip among the
c--, ! -,ht n-: hins. my interest wag

concentrated upon those which did the
- w anil sultered propor-

t a;', off J t tank. It so hap-
ned thit most .,1 thes, ships which

hore the brunt were here at the moment
wia toil thAt -in the battle no neu.

tral eye hai rested upon any of them
inde-i it no time since the war begar
have the-i regions been exactly fre-
quent', h teorin. neutials. despite the
excell, nt stoner.

I an t-siiy that every one of the
ships h-re is entiri repaired and reads
forits. nlc .ne ship of all those
whih siffi-rd srist and ,yet kept afloat
I aas told is not yet preparel to fight
fifteen minutes after the call comes. It
was not necessary to take the word o:

my eusles that the ships 5pread arounc
.s wet- re idy. Their positions, as they
lay moored in line with their comrades
was proof enough. If they had not been
their anchorages must have been else-
where, for the fleet as I saw it is ar-

ranged so that all the ships start simul-
taneously and the long lines proceed t<
sea in battle array in their present order
The presence of lame ducks here an<
there in the lines would disarrange such
a sailing schedule.

Modern Battle Formation.
flow does the fleet put to sea? Ahead

of all the other ships are moored dozens
of the speediest lig;ht cruisers, destroy-
ers and flotilla leaders. The flotilla lead-
er is a brand-new and most valuable type
which proved itself indispensible in the
Jutland battle. In size halfway betweer
a destroyer and a light cruiser, it per-
forms the duties of both. Lightly arm-
ed and armored, it moves at simply in
credible speed, fast enough to have wor
motor boat cups a few years ago.
The latest of these ships have neve

been let out to the limit, but for shor
spurts they can eiual the speed of ar
extremely fast express train-the actua
record one of them made on her tria
trip I am not allowed to mention. but
it came as a shock to a poor landsman
who had thought thirty-seven knots or
so fair going. In action they dash or

ahead, gain information as to th<
enemy's dispositioins and rush back a
top speed. or engage the enemy's ligh
craft and destroyers and prevent attacks
on the '.arger ehips, or sleliver torpede
ate- -i:a themselves on the foe's first-line

Se of tthe m-sat hair-raisins
deeds of May al were performed by thes<

asop andsentasi of thems perishe<
in pushimg home their stings.

safe from 1-Boats.
Behind this cloud of light and speed:

material aere sheltered the main line o
battlesnaps. Dreadnoughts and battle
cruisers, steaming in prarallel lines ane
themselves flanked by dozens of lea.
speedy but moore powerful cruisers thai
those ahead. In the rear-but too muel
detail in discussing even vaguely such am
important operation as putting to ses
would atract the admiralty blue pencil.
have beetn spectrcally warned not to de
scribe the marvelous anti-submarine de
fenses I saw, which render the great flo
tui ling at anchor inside them abso
lutely safe against would-he t'-boat in
truders in the goings and coming, by da;
and night. upon and beneath the wate
of hundreds of his raajesty's sbipa of wa
and auxiliartes.

If there is ones ship above all ether
which the Glermnans are suire they at
SWJutland bash it is the mighty War

spite, with her great speed and eigh
Mme-bmeh gam-deed a griewe le
W ihe vepel uavy' They eigsdhe
~ebeta their ept beneth etLYbphave ethed her ever im

mise e iafr thai the miller. heg
meetraI .'r'e64..e~ wee eased
parteiseel g-e Sire of the Waepits
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'new ship. There were no evidences at
first glance that she had ever been In
action. It was unbelievable, for I knew
from first-hand narratives what a ter-
rific grueling she took when her steering
gear broke dowi, and she drifted about
helplessly under the fire of all the lead-
ing German Dreadnoughts. Her captain
had told the American correspondents in
London that for five minutes he could see
no other ships through the walls of
water thrown up by German shells about
her. Invisible to friends and enemies
alike, not only the German observers, but
even many English captains believed the
Warspite sunk until she reappeared.

I borrowed the telescope carried by the
commander of the destroyer and traned
it on the sides of the rejuvenated ship.
Then I could see where new plates had
becn affixed. The stern. especially.
must have been severely smashed, and
there were other evidences of repair. All
this was done In less than live weeks
after Jutland. The claim is made by the
officers who have these repairs in charge
that a ship, no matter how badly dam-
aged, can be made as good as new if she
can be kept afloat until she gets into
drydock.

Germanne' Mistake Natural.

By a curious irony, as I was inspecting
the Warspite I could see twe other great
ships. battle cruisers these, which appear
in a semi-offlcial German list of the
world's navies shown me on a cruiser as
"sunk in battle." They were the Tiger
and the Princess Royal. of Vice Admiral
Beatty's fast division: The destroyer
moved on, and we soon saw these ships
at short range. The German claim that
the Princess Royal was sunk off Jutland
is put forward in a rather half-hearted
way which indicates that they themselves
are rather doubtful about It, and the jus-
tification for having sunk the Princess
Royal, on paper, seems weaker than in
the case of the Warspite, for the former
ship was scarcely damaged at all. As for
the Tiger. the new plates she bears are
souvenirs not of Jutland, where she es-

caped lightly, but of the battle of the
Dogger bank in which the Bleucher was
sunk, and upon that occasion, according
to Germany. the Tiger also went to the
bottom of the sea. This claim was oilg-
Inally made in good faith. British officers
think. They explain that German sea-

planes came out from Heilgoland and
bomhed the destroyers engaged in rs-
cuing <dr.wnin: Germans from the
Hleucher as that ship sank surrounded by
Hritish ships. the aviators evidently be-
lieving they were witnessing the sinking
of a British rluser. an,] no doubt re-

ported to that effect. Hut the Germans
still persist in their claim after meeting
the Tiger off Jutland. where she did her
best to coniInce them of their mistake.

Repairs Conceal Damage.

It would he possible to go on detailing
the slight damage done to many other
ships I saw which are now ready for hat-
tie. but the naming of many ships is tis-
couraged on the theory that (;rmans
may be in ignorance of precisely what
squadrons are kept at the base at the
present time. Some of the spick and span
fast cruisers and flotilla leaders, which
look today in trim for a royal review,
came into port after the hattle in need
of repair, perhaps the most remarkable
instance is that of a cruiser which came

home minus her bridge and two funnels.
and with a great shell hole at her
waterline. I saw her at the very head of
the fleet, eager for her revenge, and could
not t-1l where the shell had been or

which funnels were newly added until
tnlightened by an officer. Many were

the tales of daring work by these lighter
craft told in th' reports of the battle
furnished by two admirals, and tmany
more are told in the navy and will one

day receive recognition.
"Safety First" Watchword.

All the ships now in the lines of battle
are without marks of lire. hut io shore
I saw a great pile of rusting steel plates.
removed from damaced warriors which
had entered the docks for repairs and
cot back into line later. Some plates
had been twisted. torn and bent under
the impact of shells, most bore no visible
signs of damage. but had been taken off
hecause they had been, or might have
been, weakened or strained by damage
suffered by their neighbors. Whn in
doubt, the rule is to remove the plate.
An engineer officer pointed out what

had happened on certain vessels, making
clear the story told by what seemed to
a landsman merely a jank pile with the
Onthusiasm of a professor lecturing to
his class. "Shel! fire. he said. "doesnt
hurt a modern battleship permanently,
provided she be well and truly built,
unless it sinks her. That is a fact that
could not be known until this war, be-
cause the latest type of ships had never
been knocked about before by the latest
kind of shells. But our Jutland experi-
ence, I think, proves the point, and we

think it is a great tribute to our British
shipbuilders. There was always a school
of naval opinion that held that a ship
would be so shaken and strained by the
impact of heavy shells that even after re-

pairs had been effected the ship woulb
tot be good for much. That school will
have to reef its sails in view of the re-

peated ordeals to which our battle-
cruisers have been subjected."
As has been said. 1 was shown over one

of Jellicoe's newest super-Dreadnoights,
and told to describe nothing of what I
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saw, and not to name the ship; I was alm
received by the admiral whose llagshlhe new vessel is, and told not to git
hIis name. Some of this officer's conch
sions about the battle of Jutland ma
be of interest, even if given anonymousl:
since no interview has been publiahe
with any man of Ilag rank

w
ho took pai

in the greatest fight In all naval histor:
'I had ventured to express some con
pliments on the indeed stupefying rapi
ity with which the damaged vessels her

hadbeen repaired, and the admir
tir aised the organization and the workme
at the British dockyards which mal
such feats possible. "it is widely said,
TI e..rkei 'thit after the hammerir
you gave the German fleet it cannot poi

e lout%overy many month
Does not the speed with which you ro

pair ed your ships ,ndicate that the Ge:
tna', too. mae patch theirs up and I
ready for another tryin a short time.

Germanu. Luck Faciilties.

"Nobody admires the Germans mot
than I do for the remarkable progret
they have made in.naval matters.''
said cautiously, "but even if they ha
suffered no more damage than we di
they could not make repairs for a Ion
tltte. They simply have not the dockin
facilities nor the available skilled labo
I do not pretend to know tmuch abut
what has been going on in German hai
hors in the last two years, but that stat.
meint I have made is a safe one. W
know what they had when the war bt
gain, and they cannot have worked mi
acles since then.''
"You think the Gernian fleet suffete

more than your own?" I asked.
"Of course it did.' he rephed gruffli

I do not care to go into the questio
of how many German ships were sttlt]
That is dealt with in the official repor'
'w hich you have read its fully as is no,
desirable, and the difticulties of the que!
tion are oh'vious. There was the poc
v isibility, and the great range, th
chance of several captains reportIng th
same incident in slightly different fort
as seen fromt different angles, and fina
Ily the night, when much happened thE
htas not been <tested up. All these thin
were confusing, I believe, atid we all b<
lieve, that the final list of presumed Gei
man losses as pubhished by the admiralt
repres.nts a minimum. .

Teutons Suffered Heavily.
"But as to damage suffered there ca

be no doubt about that. You have mt
the men of the battle cruisers, and the
can speak for themselves; when the mi
battie squadrons. to one of which th
ship belongs, got into action, such <
them as were able to fire at all fairl
crumpled up the German line. I wi
on the bridge and saw them smashe
up, ship after ship turning out of lir
and burning. How many of them g<
home is what I don't know. But ou
salvos were straddling half a dozen firs
line vessels fir the better part of ha
an hour. and every now and then ear
of them would be hit with our big shell
None of our capital ships-and this
an Important point-was so badly h
that it had to fall out of line after ot
main forces got into action, with the e:
,eption of Marlborough, which was to
pedoed."
"How did the 'Germans fight?"

asked.
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"Excellently." repled the admiral
"Their gunnery was vary good, qnd thel
were under a handicap in gunnery. The:
have not been able to carry out exten
sive manoeuvres involving target prac
tice in the open lea under battle condi
tions, and we have been keeping our

selves in trim in that way. I consider
also, that von Hipper and von Schee
showed high qualities of leadership I1
getting their surviving ships home agall

i after the confusion into which we ha,
thrown them, and considering that w
more or less blocked them off from thei
ports. The only criticism I would make-
and remember this is a part of the bat
te I did not see and know of only frori
hearsay-ia that von Kipper should no

r have turned and followed Beatty to th
r.orth. when at 4:30 o'clock our battl
cruisers turned around to the north a
the main German forces came up. I
Hipper had continued south at full speec
and von Scheer had turned and gon

Pwith him the Germans would have aban
e doned the field to us. but they coul
- claim with some justification that the
yhad had the best of the encounter. Th
forces engaged up to that time had in

lcuded one more Brftish battle cruise
than the Germans had in action, an

probably more light craft, and at th
moment of which I speak, when the op
tion of breaking off the action presente,

e itself to the Germans, .hey had sunl
two of our battle cruisers and had los

n none of their own. thougn some of ther
e were badly battered. The absurd clair
.of victory which they set up would hav

g been far better justified had they stoppe,
at 4:38 and never given any of us ex
cepting B3catty's ships a chance to ge
in a shot. But. of course, the strategi
result would have been the same; thei

e retreat would have shown that they ha.
no intention of challenging our comman
of the sea."

e Beatty Ranks with NesIso.
a It was after I had left the admira
e that the other officers of his shi
d told me a German Dreadnought wa

d seen to go down under the fire of th
g great guns I had just been inspect
g ing, after climbing down through th

top of a turret. Whether the adri
t ral did not mention this out of mod

.esty or because he felt less sure c
- it than his subordinates, I do nc
e know.
- Too soon it was time to leave th

fleet, and I stood on the stern c

the launch that conveyed us back t
dland watching. for so long as I coul
see it, the white flag bearing a sin
gle red ball that waved from the mar
of the famous Lion. denoting th
presence on board of Vice Admirg
Heatty. It seems hardly too soon t
say that this officer has taken hi
place with the naval heroes of Eng

r .arid's past, with Nelson. Hood an

e Drake-at any rate. level-headed ad
mirals who have stidied Beatty's tac
ties in his three battle; from dat
not yet accessible to the public ar

t saying so. There are many thing
I do not like about *ngland an
about British procedure in this wa
but after what I have seen her
among the "northern mists" my ha
is off to the British navy, and as
watched, fading into the distance, th
Lion and her scores of consorts an
iuxil*aries drawn up ready to das

t into battle at a moment's notice. an
the white flag with the red ba

ngrowing smaller until it became oni
a speck. I felt as I should feel if
could see the phantoms of the Vii
tory fl.ing Nelpon's flag and of hi
storm-heatfen squadrons. I felt tha
for once I had looked into the fac
of history.

r A chemical process renders non-ir
flammable all the woodwork emplove

f in the construction of the rolling stoc
h 'or London's underground railways.
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GONVICh SAVED
BY NEW ME ;

IVolunteers Write Letters of Encour-
agement and Help for

Future.

Prison reform from the side of the
prisoner is the basis of a unique plan
which is now engaging the attention of
Lsome of the leading humanitarians of
the country.
This plan, which has already been in

operation over two and a half years, be-
gins the work of regeneration before the
prisoner has become hardened and an
enemy pf society. It consists of a system-by which any prisoner who lacks friends
is put in touch with some one on the out-
Iside. who volunteers to correspond with
5him and help him any way possible to
-look forward hopefully to the expiration
of his sentence and prepare himself for a
iworth-while place in the wtorld.
The headquarters of this organization.-known as the 0. E Library League, is

iright here in Washington, at 1207 Q
street northwest. A representative of

t The Washington Herald called upon the
a librarian yesterday. lie to Dr. H. N.
iStokes, a chemist of interrational repu-
r tation.

I lie told of how the league grew out of
- the desire of members of a certain society
tto keep up aciquaintance with each other
by correspor.dence. Out of this Plan

camethe idea of reclaiming men who.
lost behind prison bars, and feeling thht4

I they had no friend in the world, were

rapidly losing all hole in life, and there-
by becoming dange ,,u. to themselves and
to society.

I "The majority of the ir.mates of our

penitentiaries never had a chance," said
Dr. Stotee. "Thev have never known

ewhat a decent life is. When one of them
- wishes to correspord with an unknown

friend outside, we try to put him in touch
- with some one wh, will fit his particu-
- lar case. One of our members, a well-
f known lawyer. has been helping a man
t to study law. This ian. who is making

fine progress In his studies. was les than
Pa year ago, absolutely helpless. He was

f serving a life term, and had not heard 4
ufrom a friend for ive or six years. t'n- .4
1der the laws of his State he will be pa-

- rolled when he has served twenty years.
t and is now in a fair way to take an hon-
eorable place amor, ' men. This is only

I one of many tristances.
3 "We now have about 3.VW prisoners on A
s our active list. but the field is large.

There are about lo,, men to be reached.
We find that worn, rr am a ule, make the

- best correspondenro. They seem best able
- to stir the almost lost man to regenera-1,

tion."
rD. Stokes feels that there are few

better ways for thos- who have only a
little time to apare for reform work to
employ their energies than to help some

pless fortunate brother who is starving
t of loneliness and perhaps only waiting

for a isymps thetir word to !tart life anew.
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I Runday, August 27, 1916.
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