Sothern Attains

Height of

. . American Stage Prominence
As He Makes Farewell Tour

In the history of the world, America is regarded as being still in swad-

dling clothes and despite our remarkable progress we have centuries to

overcome so far as artistic achievements are concerned.

It would be in-

deed hard to call any of our native sons masters, yet in the theater, if no-

where else, we are leading.

An exponent along these lines of whom we can well feel proud, is E, H.
Sothern, whose career is being rounded out through a current tour which
is scheduled as his farewell appearance, Washington will Rave a final op-
portunity to view this artist’s work at the Belasco this week where he ap-

pears in “If I Were King.”
Sothern should choose to devote the

It is very fitting too that in his last tour Mr.

proceeds to charity, as he announces

that the British Red Cross will receive the giant share of the receipts.
This feature leads us to believe that there is no ordinary press agent
farewell phrases embodied in the announcement which will give America

the enviable distinction of producing an artist who says

means it.

“good-by” and

&

A Worthy Occupation.

Mr. Sothern makes the following in-
teresting statement bearing on his ex-
perience before the footlights:

“l have devoted my entire life to
the stage and I am sure that I could
have found no worthier occupation
than that of interpreting the great
masterpieces of dramatic literature.
What I have given to the stage, the
stage has given back to me with in-
terest. ] have given my whole brain,
my whole heart, my whole strength
and ambition. The stage has given
to me the glory of triumphing over
obstacles, the appreciation of thou-
sands of andiences, and the vast inner
gratification of having accomplished
work that I longed to do. The stage
has also given me my livelihood.

“Acting, is to my mind, the greatest
of all the arts, as it is unfortunately
the most transitory. It is sculpture,
painting amd Jiterature all combined
and brought to life, with music often
a necessary adjunct. But, because
scting is the art of the actor and dies
with him, the measure of achievement
is just so much more personal. If the
player receive his reward at all it must
come during his lifetime and not after
his death.”

A Harvard Prize Play.

Cleves G. Kinkead, whose first
play, “Common Clay,” has been the
sensation of the theatrical season in
New York, and which will be pre-
sented at the National Theater this
week, is a Kentuckian, and the latest
of Louisville's successes in the liter-
ary field. - He is widely known and
popular in Louisville, where he was
active in the practice of law and po-
litical work as well as journalism. His
first practice in political writing was
acquired on the reportorial staff of
the Louisville Evening Post.

Mr. Kinkead's success as a play-
wright was so sudden and unusual as
to be almost unprecedented and it is
quite certain that the author himself
wag gurprised at the promptness with
which he reached-his goal. Though
frequently roused by friends who be-
lieved in his literary talents to take
writing, Mr. Kinkead never made
serious effort

i

til about three years ago, when he
decided to take a course at the Har-
vard Dramatic School, conducted by
Prof. Baker, under whose tutelage
such playwrights as Sheldon and
Knoblauch have already developed
their talents. In a year, Mr. Kin-
kead had contested for and won the
prize offered by John Craig, of the
Castle Square Stock Company in
Boston, and shortly after the play
was put on as a college writer's first
effort, it had established itself in its
own right as a success of extraordi-
nary proportions. The play was
brought to New York by A. H. Woods
where it ran for a solid year at the
Republic Theater.

Loves Stage Work.

“I love the work, much as I dislike
the life,” says Miss Maxine Alton, of
My Mothers Rosary Company. Miss
Alton was meant to be an artist—
that she should prepare herself for
a career in the illustrating field was
the ambition of her parents, and, ac-
cordingingly, she became a pupil at
the Art Students’ League in New
York before she had graduated from
high school.

“It was while I was at the Art
League that the desire came for a
carcer on the stage,” says Miss Al-
ton, “and it was quite by accident.
You see, one of the prominent New
York theatrical producers offered a
prize for the best design submitted
by the art students for a poster to
advertise hig attractions. As one of
the entrants of this competition I
found it necessary to visit the theater
often for ideas for my sketches. I
was fortunate enough to have all my
drawings accepted. Also, the man-
ager urged me to take a try at act-
ing. I did, and ever since I've been
on the stage”

Passing Show Coming.
The famous Winter Garden enter-
tainment, “The Passing Show,” the

son, will be represented at the Be-
lasco by the latest and greatest of
“them all, “The Passing Show of
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1916." The new show is a mighty
melange of mirth, melody and music
and entertainment that contains more
laughs, more song hits and more sen-
sational features than any of its pre-
detessors. The famous Winter Gar-
den beauty chorus—seventy-five of
the most wonderful specimens of per-
fect womanhood — whose faultless
features in line and texture can stand
the most searching analysis, whose
maddening beauty have been the
toast and the despair of Broadway,
will be seen in all the latest gowns
and fashion modes. The colossal
collection of comedians, singers and
dancers is headed by Ed Wynn, ani
original fun-maker and Belle Ashlyn, |
Fred Walton, Augusta Dean, Hcrman’
Timberg, Mabel and Dora Ford, Phil-
brook and Swor, Bert Savoy, Jay
Brennan, the Five Violin Beauties,
Elida Morris, Pearl Eaton and Mme.
Swirskais. L. M. B.

1916.
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PADEREWSKI'S RECITAL.

Paderewskl will give a recital In
the New National Theater Friday
afternoon, December 1, at 4:30 o'clock.

| The great pianist is well launched on

a tour that will keep him busy until
the end of the season and from all
accounts he is playing more magnifi-
cently than ever. His program will

»

be announced in due time.

AN OLD MANAGER'S LAMENT,

1 declare, I'm rather chary

Of the drama military,

I cannot say 1 care for plays of vice;
And as for farces Gallic,

With their splee so diabolic

1 wouldn't give conslderation twice.

I would like to find a play, sir,

Full of mother, home and hay, sir;

SBomething llke Den Thompson used to do,

Though the crifics sure will pan it—

Folks will like and understan’ it

With its mortgage, city chap and daugh-
ter Sue.

But I'm ‘fraid the day is over

Of the drama laid in clover;

Mystery and sex are now the rage.

All the plays have ends surprising,
Wives In scenes quite compromising—
It's what I call a sad and wiser stage.

8till, there is no use in moping,

For I'm hoping, ever hoping,

That we will reach our senses In the end;

And gilve plays that will not hurt you

With their fine, old-fashioned virtue

And rural scenes in most delightful
blend.—Dramatic Mirror,

Ballet Russe and “Chin Chin” Promised

Belasco—Ballet Russe,

The celebrated Serge de Diaghileff Ba!-]
let Russe, which recelved such a cordial
reception here last year, Is confing to the
Belasco for three nights next week.

This announcement is made by the
Metropolitan Opera Company, of New
York. Accompanying the troupe In the
dual capacity of premler danseur and ar-
tistic director will be Waslav Nijinsky,
who is said to be the greatest male dancer
now alive,

A repertoire of eleven ballets will be
presented during the engagement here.
Four of these have never before been
presented in the Capital. Among these is
“Sadko,'” which has just had a succesaful
American premiere at the Manhattan
cpera House In New York. “Sadko” 1is
an undersea ballet in the altbde of the
river god. It is set to Rimsky-Korsa-
kov's music, written origirally by him
for the opera of the same name.

Another novelty will be the ‘‘Mephisto
Walts,” a ballet conceived by Nijinsky
during his stay in Austria, summer be-
fore last. “Le Dieu Bleu,” although fa-
millar abroad, has never been seen in
America. This exotic Hindu tale, with
settings by Leon Bakst and choreography
by Michel Fokine, will be in the reper-
toire of the ballet when it comes to Wash-
ington.

National—*Chin Chin.”
Charlesy Dillingham will present Mont-
gomery and Stone In the most successful
of musical’ plays, “Chin Chin,” at the
New National Theater for a week's per-
:;nmqec. beginning Monday, November

This big show of one hundred persons,

R. H. Burnside, with music by Ivap Car-
yil, and is in three acts, with unusualiy
elaborate scenery and costumes. Mail
orders for seals will be acoépted at the
box office when accompanied by money or
its equivalent.

B, F. Kelth's—Vaundevilles

Two stars, Dorothy Jardon, the stage
beauty and footlight nightingale, and
handsome Billy Gaxton and company, In
“Klisses,” the Arnold Daly comedy by B.
Jay Kaufman, will joln In the task of
drawing all Washington's theatergoers to
the B. F. Kelth Theater next week.
Another special addition will be the
only Lew Dockstader in white face as
“The Boss." Included also are Mrs.
Gene Hughes and company in “Gowns,™
A& sartorial comedy; the Avon Comedy
Four, in thelr humorous travesty, “A
Hungarian Rhapsody;” the Lovenberg
Bisters and the Neary Brothers In
“Around the Compass,” a story in song;
Hirschel Hendler, “The Poet of the Pi-
ano,” and other inserted and permanent
offerings.

Poll's—"‘The Little Girl God Forgot.”

“The_ Little Girl Ged Forgot” is an-
noun for presentation at Poli's Thea-
ter next week.

This |s the latest play to ecome from
the prolific pen of Edward E. Rose, who
has contributed “Little Lost Sister,”
and other notable successes to the popu-
lar priced theater.

John J. Bernero, the producer of \“The
Little Girl God Forgol," has given the
play a magnificent production and
has provided an e nt cast, Miss
Cecella Jacques, who ia an established
favorite in the popular price theatere,
plays the part of Nancy Barlow in a
most fascinating mafiner. She is best
remembered from her work In *‘Little
Lost Bister,” another of Mr. Rose’s plays.

portion is a musical revue entitled “The
Spenders,” which, the author claims, was
built for laughing purposes only. The‘
concluding feature is a scenic burletta |
entitled “Trotting Around.” During the|
action of both pleces there will be many
all star vaudevillé acts interpolated. Mr,
Cooper has specially engaged Billy K.
Wells to provide the book and lyrics for
both plays, and the musical score was
composed by Fred Enger and Raymond
Peresz.

Loew's Culumbia—Mnae Murray.

Mae Murray in “The Plow Girl” and
Charlie Chaplin in “Behind the Screen”

. ?lfl WereKing”and “Common

Clay” Offer Broadway Stars-

Theater Offerings At a Glance.

4
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Clay.™

Gayety—Musical burieague.

Loew's Columbis—Mary Pirkford In

Belasco—E. H. Sothern's farewell ,u:l.r-n«- in “If I Were King,”™ for
the bemefit of the British Red Crosa,
Natisnal—Jane Cowl in Cleaves Kinkead's Harvard prise play, “Commen

B. F. Kelth's—Stella Marhew, heading great bill of high-class veaudevilie.
Peli's—A strosg dramatic production of “My Meother's Rosary.™ .

Coamos—A bigh-class program of vaudeville hits.

“Less Thaa Dust.”™

Lyceam—Burlesgue der mew
Moore's Garden—Francis X. Bushmna

Moore's Strand—Norma Talmasdge In “Fiflty-fiy.”

mn and Beverly Bajyme,

a

+

Belasco—E. H. Sothern.

There are three reasons above all why
the population of this city should flock
to see Sothern in “If 1 Were King," at
the Bealsco thls week.
most perhaps because it iz positively the
last visit of the most distinguished Amer-
ican actor to this city. Secondly, because

he is glving his entire share of the gross |
! receipts to charity, to be precise, to the

British Red Cross, to which he has al-
ready shown much practical sympathy
during the past season, and, thirdly, be-
cause the entertalnment to be provided is
par excellence, superior to anything to
be seen in this city for a long time from
a dramatic polnt of view.

Mr. Sothern plans to play this tour for
the Red Cross and to =all for England
in April mext with his charming wife,
Julia Marlowe. She herself has had a
hard time to get her mind adjusted to
this delay, but they both consclentiously

First and fore-|

| young Kentucky lawyer, legisiator and
! poiltician, who studied playwriting with
Professor Baker, of Harvard University.
It is In three acts‘and an epllogue with
the locale set In any large middie West-
ern city of America The theme deals
| with the problems of sex and property
rights in a vital, strong, concise, direct
| and clear manner,
Supporting Miss Cowl are many play-
'ers well known in the artistic world,
some of whom were with her in the New
York run. They include: Henry Stephem=
son, Orme Caldara, Echlin Gayer, Harry
Hanlon, Frank Burbeck, Roy Cochrane,
Conrad Cantgen, Olaf Skaviin, James
| Gaylor, Kate Morgan, Isabelle O'Madigun,
| Marion Bertram, Pauline Raff and others

B, F. Ketth's—Vaundeville.

Buxom and buoyant Stella Mayhew,
“The Cheeriest Comedienne.” and Billes
‘Taylor, her inseparable man Friday, both

feel that they must contribute their “bit,” |of “High Jinks” hilarity fame, with other

and, as he nobly says, “It is no time
for us to take our ease while there la
80 much agony abroad.” Bhe, too, would
work for the wounded if she could, but
she can no longer stand the strain of
active acting,

Mr. Sothern has, indeed, retired from
the stage, and Is doing this great work
quite apart from any personal or busi-
ness endeavor. He sald in his speeches
At the farewell banquets given to him in
New York that he would play for charity
when he could, and he is about to do it

will constitute the double bill of
photoplay features at Loew's Columbia |
for the first four days of next week
beginning Bunday. Miss Murray scored
a Ereat success as the wailf in “The
Dream Girl,” and later in “The Big
Bister,” and her adventures in “The
Plow Girl" take the audience from
the Bouth African weldt to the draw-
Ing rooms of English soclety.

“Behind the Screen” is considered
Charlie Chaplin’s best screen produc-
tions as well as being his latest. For the
last half of the same week Wallace Reid
and Cleo Ridgley will be seen in an
elaborate Lasky picture, “The Yellow
Pawn.”

Cosmos—Vaudeville,

, A bit of opera burlesque will feature

the headline attraction of the Cosmos
Theater bill of continuous vaudeville
next week. Lew Willlams, popular both
as a singer and as a character comedian,
will head a company of ten in a musical
travesty entitled “In Mexico,” wWhich has
more of nonsemse and melody than of
satire in Its composition. Spectacular
scenery and costumes to match will add
to the atiractiveness of the offering.

Moere’s Strand—Dougias Fairbanks.

Douglag Fairbanks, the delightfully
entertalning screenm star, will head the
double-feature program at Moore's
Strand Theater BSunday, Monday and
Tuesday, week of November 1§, iIn
his latest success, “Manfattan Mad-
ness,” a clever presentation of the
fads and folbles of New York.

Other listed for the week

| #lar,

CONTINGED ON PAGE TWO.
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now, Surely there could be no more
noble ending to & great and dignified
Career.

Mr. Sothern aas surrounded himself
with hils customary excellent cast, In-
cluding, in addition to the distinguished
such well-known artists as Misa
Margaret Dale (his leading Iady), Mr.
George Wilson, Miss Virginia Hammond,
Mr. H. J, Carvill, Mr. Howson and 100
others.

While the play of “If I Were King" is
one of proven value and far superior to
most of the romantic plays that were in
vogue in its period, it i not a crazy-
quilt of episodes from a novel that never
was intended for theatrical use, but a
well-ordered, intelligible dramsy pulsing
with life and incessant interest through-
out. Playgoers should rise to the occa-
slon.

National—*"*Common Clay.”

.
An absorbing story, intensely dramatic
situations, a theme of universal interest

Proadway musical productions enhane-
Ing the glory of Miss Mayhew's years as
a legitimate comedienne, will distinguish
ithe bill at the BE. F. Keith theater this
| week, affording the consolation of thelr
|irimitable chatter and patter to those
{bereft by the clection's shifting sands.
| The extra added attraction, ome which
| will arcuse the keenest anticipations of
|fun, will be Charles, otherwise “Chic™
| Bale in “The Rural Sunday School Bene=
| L™ There are eight distinct parts—eount
‘em—and Mr. Sale plays each and all
with, the critics say, not only artistip
differentiation but also with “‘scream-
ingly” comical effect. Standing out evem
among such an array of entertainers will
be the dainty ingenue star, Hermine
Shone mand company, Including Glen An-
ders. They will present for its premiers
here the beautiful allegory, “Mary Ann™
deplicting seven episodes in the life of
every'girl: Infancy, school days, grade-
ation, her debut, marriage, and as the
summum bonum., motherhood.

A troupe of Japanese balancing art-

ista, calied the Five Kitamuras, will
provide plenty of thrille Kowan
end Toml Kitamura are the featured

athletes, performing with thelr feet. Oth-
er amusing, novel, and standard numbers
will be afforded by Jim Toney and Ann
Norman in “Look, Listen, and Laugh:*
J. C. Nugent and company in the comie
oddity. “The Meal Hound:” Flavilla,
“The Accordeon Girl:;" the Five of Clubs
company in the musical pantomimic fllu-
sion, “A Plerrot's Dream:” the Interna-
tion news pictorial and the pipe organ re-

and brilllant comedy are the Ingredients | citalk

of
York success which A. H. Woods will
present with Jane Cowl in the stellar
role of Ellen Neal, at the New National

“Common Clay,” the famous New[

Poll's—""My Mother's Rosary.”
In the new play, “My Mother'y Rosary,™
written by Edward E Rose, which will
be presented at Poll's Theater beginning
tonight, Futher Kelly will once more
greet all his old friends, but In & Dew

and thet spiritual energy the
which has brought them down™




