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ToOvercome Loss Since Revol

By JOHN L. BALDERSTON,
(Copgright, 198, by the McClure Newspaper

Syndicate.)

London, Oct 2.—Indications abound
that the foremost issue in British politics
this winter will be the preblem of Ire-
land. Coincident with the demand from
the army thiefs for more soldiers, and
with the stringent “combing out™ of all
industries in England and Scetland
which harbor men capable of carrying
rifles, recruiting in Ireland has almost
dried up. Sinn Fein has been scotched
by the execution or Imprisonment of
those of Its leaders who survived the
L'ublin revelt, but Its place has been
taken by the Irish Republican Brother-
hood, a revolutionary organization fifty
years old, which has been working in
‘the~dark, but feverishly and effectively,
ever since Sinn Fein collapsed, and which
some British authorities belleve constl-
‘tutes a more pronounced danger than the
old Sinn Fein or Irish volunteers, who
carried on most of their activities in the
open,

It is the hope of the extremists In Ire-
land, and especially of heads of the "l
R. B..” as the Irish Republican Brother-
hood is always known, that Parliament
will try to enforce conscription on Ireland
and precipitate a bloody revolt. In this
story the elements of the recruiting crisis
will be explained, and then some facts
given concerning the spread of disloyality
in Ireland since the uprising.

There are In the drmies of the empire
sixteen battalions of Irishmen belonging
to the Irish Guards and to the old regular
army line regiments—the Royal Irish
Regiment, Roval Inmniskilling Fusiliers,
Hoyal Irish Rifles, Royal Irish Fusfliers,
Connaught Rangers, Leinster Regiment.
Royal Munster Fusiliers, and Royal
Dublin Fusilier<. Before the war, there
were In the Britlsh army 51,000 Irishmen.
Of these men 34822 wers Catholics and
1624 Protestants, nearly all the latter
Ulstermen. During the war Ireland, in
addition to keeping the battalions of her
o regiments at full strength, has main-
tained at the front three new Irish di-
visions, the Tenth, Sixteenth and Thirty-
sixth of Kitchener's new armies. These
divisions, at the Darcanells and Saloniki
and in France, have more than justified
the ancient martal glory of Ireland, and
in so doing have suffered extremely
heavy losses.

Censorship Hindern.

And the ranks must be filled and kept

full, or the Irish divisiong disappear.
There's the rub. The military censor-
ship will not permit the numerical

sirength of these divislons at the present
t'me to be made known, or the losses
they have already sustalned to be an-
noanced, but the nature of the crisca
can be made startlingly clear in another
way. Since there are some 20,000 men in
a division and 100 in a battalion, th=
sixteen Irish battallons of regulars, plus
three divisions, would at full strength in-
clude 76,000 men at the front Lord Kit-
chener and the war council a year ago
decided to build up the British army on
the assumption that reverses must be pro-
vided to repair a wastage of 100 per cent
a year, and accordingly, as John Red-
mond announced at the time, Ireland was
asked to contribute 1,500 new recruils
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every week for the duration of the war.
This task was undertaken by the Na-
tionallst party. The wastage of Irish
troops being assumed to be 1,480 men o
week by the above percentage, a recruit-
ment ‘of 1.500 would keep the gaps fifled
up, which is all the war office asked.

Sines the Dublin revolt, however, re-
¢rulting for the whole of Ireland has
fallen to about 400 and 500 men a week.
The dil a of the gover t ig there-
fore manifest. If they cannot gmet the
men they must disband the Irish units, or
fill them up with men who are net Irish-
men. There are only two ways to get
more soldiers, sither to persuade them to
enlist or to bring Ireland under the con-
sceription act and “fetch’” them as Ena-
lishmen and Scotchmen are ‘‘fetched.”
The Irish divisions, It Is officially an-
nounced, ‘‘need 40,000 men before Christ-
mas."

Bitternesa Before War,

Nobody who knows the bitterness arous-
ed before the war by the Home Hule
controversy, not only between National-
ists and Ulstermen in Ireland but between
Libersls and Torles In England, nceds to
be told how every sort of politician s
hustling arcund these days trying to inake
political capital out of the recruiting
crisis. Before confusing the reader with
the widely divergent opinions and claims
of the factions, it may be useful to give
the official fixures regarding Irish ¢nlist-
ments during the war,

The number of men of mlilitary age in
Ireland in 1914 as announced by Augustus
Birrell, then home secretary for Ireland,
was 562,000. Eince that time, the military
age in the United Kingdom has been re-
duced from nineteen to eighteen years,
land this would add about .0 to the
total, so that roughly thers were when
the war broke out 600,000 Irlshmen, In-
cluding men unfit for service, from whom
the contribution of the Emerald Isle must
be taken.

Including the Irishmen with the colors
when war broke out who had jolned In
Ireland, a total of 15758 men had en-
tered the army up to September 15 of
this year. Of this number %2405, Lord
Wimborne states, were known to be
I‘-l'&lhﬂ“k". and 8,31 known to he Protes-
|tants. From the province of Ulster 5i,-
| %5 men enlisted, 49,49 of them Pro-
testants. The religious classification |s
of great {mportance from the point of
view of Irish politicsa in considerng the
moot point of the “loyalty” of Ulster
men and the south. The figure just
]g!\-rn Indicates that in the province of
Ulster itself only .00 ['lstermen had
enlisted up to this autumn, although in
the summer of 1514 it was claimed that
250000 men would fly to arms to oppose
the establishment of Dublin rule over
the north. Most of the remaining 15000
men who Joined In Ulster were Na-
tionaligt followers of Joseph Devlin, who
gince the Dublin revolt has declined Lo
assist further recrulting for the British
army.

Irishmen Won't Join.

Obviously, the all-important point at
present is the number of Irishmen wh
are fit for fighting and will not joln the
colors, although this is largely over-
looked by Sir Edward Carson, John Red-
mond and their partisans in England,
|who spend much time wrangling about
| whether North or South Ireland has made
the better showing. The opinion of Lord
Wimborne, now back on his old job as
lord lieutenant after resigning In Easter
week, i that there are 150,000 men in the
country available for service without
crippling industry or agriculture., In mak-
ing this estimate he allowed 90,000 fit men
for indispensable farming, and 50,000 now
engaged in munltion work from which
they cannot be removed. Sir Edward Car-
son, who {8 most anxious that conscrip-
ticn . should be forced on the country,
tharply challenges Lord Wimborne's fig-
ures. "“There are at least 650,000 men f
military age In Ireland,” he says, “and
of these only about 100,000 to 120,000 have,
sc far us I know, enlisted.” On the other
hand, the Natlonallst leaders clalm that
not more than 5,000 to 100,00 men remain
In Ireland who can join the army with-
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,used to march under the
: ors. . The whole movement, .therefore, is

Iout erippling the country. Figures from
political partisans hére, as in the Uhnited
‘States, are mostly concocfed for parti-
lnn purp ‘The “state; of Biy Ed-
ward Carson guoted above ty shown 10
‘be wide of the mark by the official figur:s
I have given here, which if obtainable by
me must be-supposed to be st the dis-
posal of the Ulster leader If he asked
for them. ;
To show. Ulster’s determination te con-
vince Britain that the rest of
is not doing ‘its duty, another statement
by Carsor will be given Sir Edward
quotes Lord Wimberne as having s=aid,
“gince mobllizaticn, Ulster has contrib-
uted 54,000 men, of whom 40,000 were
Protestants, Leinster has contrfbuted 12.-
000, Connaught 4,000, Munster 16,000, and
Duyblin 19,000 Lelnster, including Dub-
lin, has thus given 31,000 men. “This is
a splendld contribution, gnd nothing can
detract from it,"! Lord -Wimborne said.
Carson takes these figures and proves
to his own satisfaction. that jf the three

Cathollc counties of - the province of
Ulster be counted out, “it will be seen
that the other six Ulster countles have |
contributed about as many as, the three |
southern provinces together,”” He shows !
that the percentage of men of military
age who have been recruited during the
war is 318 per cent in Ulster, 17.7 per
cent In Leinster, 1.7 per cent in Munster,
and 49 per cent In Connaught, and con-
cludes, "It is, in my opinion, a great
mistake to pretend that Ireland has made
a splendid contribution. It is not true,
and It i an encouragement to léave un-
finished the work so splendidly com-
menced by Ivish soldiers at the front.”

Ulster's Contribution.

| A liberal observer recently returned
from Ireland comments as follows on
Carson’s statement: “‘Sir Edward Carson |
boasts of Ulster's contribution to the
army. There is really very little to
boast about, If you compare urban
Ulster with the rest of urban Ireland the
proportionate contributions are not very
dissimilar. ‘The number of Ulster Pro-
testants who have joined the army since
the outbreak of war |s below 45,000. As
Ulster has a Protestant population of
90,0, such & contribution works out
at less than b per cenl. Such a propor-
tlon from the province that so loudly
vaunts its loyalty |s decidedly disap-
pointing. It is significant, too, that the
recruiting campaign n Ulster last au-
tumn on behalf of the Ulster division
was a complets fallure, Ulster cannot

decently chide the other provinces, ex-
cepting Connaught.” |
Will Ireland resist conscription? The|

case for conscription has now been made
clear. Ireland is not providing enough
recruits to Keep her units up to strength;
England and Scotland are being strippued
|of the last avallable men; as a part of
| the United Kingdom, Ireland has no right
to lag behind the others and refuse (o
make proportionate sacrifices. These are
[thp argumenets used by Toriesg In Eng-|
lanel, and by not a few Liberals. It is,
unfair to raise the age limit in England |
and lower the physical standards white |
gcores or hundreds of thousands of young:
and husky Irishmen stay at home, ac-|
cording to the common view in London, |
and it s more than doubtful whether|
Parliament will consent to make further
calls upon the Englishmen and Scotch-
men without passing an Irish conscrij-
tlon bill. The government does not re-
gard Irish conscription as expedlent, be-
cause it fears serlous trouble in lreland
if conscription is ‘enforced, trouble pos-
gibly so serlous that the effect of Irish
conscription will be to weakeen and not
strengthen the military foyce of the em-
pire. But the feeling is growing that Trish
conscription is a matter of simple Justice |
to the men over 40 who are threatened
with compulsory service here, and a con- |
stantly growing section of opinion holds|
that considerations of expediency must be
given no further weight in dealing with
lreland.

Closed to Neutrals,

1t I8 my opinlon, from observations in
Ireland before that country was entirely
closed by the military to all neutrals,
that conscription would be a deadly mis-
take, and would play Into the hands of
the revolutionlsts, whose strength is not
understood by most Englishmen. No re-
turned traveler from Ireland whom |
have met in the last few weeks fails to |
share my views; and In fact there is|
in the press a continuous stream of warn- |
ing from Irishmen and Englishmen who
know conditlons in Ireland. Irishmen
not only feel embittered at the execu-
tions of the rebel leaders and the con- |
tinuance of martial law, but belleve they |
| have been betrayed by the English In the |
matter of home rule. As a result of this |
feeling the influence of John Redmond |
und the pro-British Nationalist members |
s steadlly declining. The critical If'
not almost hostile attitude assumed by
the Irish members when Parllament con-
vened this week indicates that they real-
ize their only ‘chance of regaining their
hold at home is to change their tactics,
And that chance seems a slim one.

Writing from Dublin, an English corre-
spondent recently declared: *“The mere
attempt at conscription would arouse in
Ireland a flerce, implacable spirit thal
would poison the relations between the
two countries for years to come. After
conversations with all sorts of men, |
have found only two who favor conscrip-
tion. For the rest, everybody with whom
I have spoken is utterly opposed to the
ldea—Unionista and Natlonpalists, mug-
wumps and detached intellectuals. An
independent Nationallst expressed the
opinlon that Ulster's threatened resls
tance to Home Rule would be as nothin:
to the storm that would be created by
the resistance of all Ireland to conscrip
tion. People are "aghast that any re-
sponsible person could glve serious con-
gideration to such an idea. Rullng out
conscription as impossible, is there an}
chance for a new recruiting campaign’
The one chance |s the enthuklastlc co-
operation of the Irish Parliamentary
party. That co-operation will not be
forthcoming. The Nationallst members
are furlous with the government. The:
complain that before and since the re-
Lellion thelr advice has been disregarded
that their efforts to help In the war hav
been thwarted and discouraged, and thu!
they have been snubbed or ignored eve
since the Coalition guvernment came int
béing. They are In no mood to embari
on & reécruiting campalgn. Conscriptio
and volunturyism are thus equally im-
possible,”

Enlistments Drop,

While - enlistmeénts, for the Britis
armies in Ireland have dropped to les
than 5% men a week, the undergroum
revolutionaryg organization which ha
largely taken the place of Binn Fein
preparing, as best It can, a new out
break. The statement sounds incredibls
it would seem that jhe fatal madne:
of challenging the power of Brital
would have become clear to the wildes
fanatic in Easter week. But there ar
men in Ireland who seek martyrdon
and peasants who will follow them any-
| where,

j The organization of the Irish Republi
,can Brotherhood does not differ greati:
i from that of Sinn Fein, or of the Broth
| erhood it=elf in the old Penlan days. T}
most definite fact I have learned abou
the present movement is that the Sinr

Fein party In Belfast before the recent
outbreak numbered 200 men, while the
“I. R. B."" has enrolled In Belfast alone,
since Easter week, neariy 2,000, If this
propértion has been maintained through-
lout Ireland, the situation is serious in- !
' deed. L
| The country is under martial law, and
instant steps would be taken to break |
up parades of disloyal volupteers such n!
inn Feln col-

carrled on secretly. To guard against

. risks . of betrayal, the make-up of the

inner council of the I. R. B. is. known
only to the commanders of '“centers,"
which correspond in' the organization to
‘colonels of regiments in the army. Each

“‘eenter” picks out nine knawn

captains, " X
in ths nomenclature of the 1. R. B. as

‘"B's." ‘The center himself Is an “A."
The captains appoint nine “C'a™ or
sergeants, ‘who each command pine “D’s,”
or privates, The difficulty of getting at
the bottom of such a. movement Is obvi-
ous. The central council is known only
to the men who command ' groups of
about 1,000 men, the name of each A’ is
known only to the central ceunéil apd to
his nine captains; while the

each of whom commands nearly 100 men,
do not themselves know who the heads
of the organization are, and are them-
selves unknown excepting to their "“A"

and to their nine sergeants. The ratk.

and file, of course, know only thelr Im-
mediate sergeant, in command of nine
men only, so a betrayal at the lower end
of the ladder might land one subordingte
cflicer in jail, but could ‘not seriously
harm the *“cause.”

New Plotting Begins.

There is nothing new In this .scheme;
it has been used ever since Fenian days,
ls not unknown in the Irish-American
Eroups of America, and was partly adopt-
ed by the defunct Sian Fein army, nearly
all of whose leaders were killed, exe-
culed or impilsoned last spring. Rumor
hes 1t 1hat certaln Sinn Feln chlefs who
were not in Dublin at the time of the re-
volt and conserquen:ly escaped the drag-
nct are now lakny & leading part in the
new plotting. A small group of the *I.
R. B.,” as is well known, actually took
part In the Dublin Aighting, but the great
exXtent and power of Lhe old Fenlan or-
Runization came only with the practical
dissolution of Sinn Fein.

The principal object of the “I. R. B."
In recent months, it is said, has been
to galn contro. of the stores of arms
rnd ammunition belonging to the Irish
Volunteers and hidden all over Ireland.
Virious reports are current concerning
th* success of Lhelr efforts and the num-
ber of guns they now have in thelr pos-
gession, but in a matter of this kind,
when not even the government knows the
truth, it I8 useless to speculate or seek
information.

The Natlonalists fear the I. R. B.: they
desplsed Binn Fein, and they learned
their mistake. “For every rebel In
Ireland before the revolt, there are ten
today,” a prominent Irishman told me
three months ago. What he sald then
probably holds true now, for the bitter-
ness has increased rather than diminished
during the interim. Conscription, If an
attempt |y made to carry it out by force,
will give the 1. I, B. their opportunity,
and In some parts of the south the whole
country may rise and carry on a guerilla
warfare, On the other hand, If the
British will ewallow their natural anger
at Ireland's fallure to provide men, and
earry oul some compromise scheme that
will result in the withdrawal of Bir John
Maxwell and his troops and the cessa-
tion of martial law, at the same time pro-
viding some measure of self-government,
they may yet win Ireland, get the men to
fill the Irish regiments, and make the
machinations of the irreconcilables of no
effect. Lloyd George tried and fafled
last summer. but unless the attempt Is
repeated until it succeeds, the future
is black indeed.

Even when things look most hopeless

In the “most distressful isle,” the sav-
ing grace of Irish humor shines like
a ray through the clouds. All Ireland

Is laughing now at the story of the Dub-
lin lad, wounded and captured at Mons,
and recently sent home by the Germana
as incapacitated for service. He had
learned nothing of what had happened
In his native city since he left it in 1914
As he was being driven down Sackville
strect, between rowg of rulned bulldings,
he suddenly sat up on his stretcher and
smiled us his eve took in the long vista
of desolation and destruction. “Sure,”
he said, ""and I hadn't heard we'd got
Home Rule!*

A rallway fro;n Petrograd to Soroka
on the White Sea, a distance of (30 miles,
has been completed, giving Russia an-
other outlet to the north in addition to
that of Archangel.
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AUTOMOBILE QUSTING
THE DELIVERY HORSE

Maxwell Greatly Increases Its Commer-
cial Chassis Sales.

The great increase in sales of com-
mercial chassis by the Maxwell Motor
Company s a reflection of the extent
to which the automobile is invading the
light delivery flield. It I8 an indication,
too, of how the merchant whose delivery
service requires a light, speedy vehicle 1=
coming to the realisation that In the
motor car lies the best solution of his
dellvery problems.

“The horse as a factor In light de-

cause it Invariably results in re-orders,
The merchant who orders one deliverv
vehicle as an experiment soon finds how
practical and economical it is and Im=
mediately he orders enough motor wvee
hicieg to take care of all his deliveries

livery systems js a back number,” said
H. B. Leary, jr, Maxwell dealer. “This
it true not only In the citles, but also In
the rural districts, where traffic conges-
{tion cuts no figure. Merchants realize
|that the motor car delivery is swift, sure
|and economical.™

“Figures have been compiled by ex-| How to Kcep Off Sharks.
perts on delivery systems to show that It remained for a contributor to the
in a period of . flve years the merchant | - el the total
effecty & saving of more than $5,000 by New York Tribune to revea b
supplanting the horse-drawn vehicle by |depravity of those man-eating sharke,
the motor dellvery vehicle. Any progres- | “You will mote,” he writes, "‘that the

s#ive merchant is willing to add $L000 to

h o sharks have in every case attacked men
is profits every Year. 1

and boys with bare lege. Their bodies
i t th rcha has the added A
,d.?::-,i::‘eog'f ;:‘-Ez bod[l‘-!-n bullt sccord- | covered with suits, also ladies with stock=
ing to his own specifications and his own |‘ngs, have not been bitten.™
taste. The Maxwell chassis comes from | Perhaps those males who refuse to wear
the factory all wired and equipped and | socks and trousers in the surf may keep
ready for the body to be fitted on. | off the sharks by stenciling on their b.rt
“My experience has been that the light | calves, “This is not a leg. but a Umb. "—
delivery fleid is especially profitable, be- | Louisville Courier-Journal

.

$1,775¥. 0.8. Detroit

The same super-workmanship, the same high quality materials and the same luxury which have always
characterized the Detroit prevails in this newest member of the family. _ o
More powerful, more economical than ever—sumptuous in appointments and comfort, it merits in every
sense the quality mark—"Detroit.” '
42-Cell, 13-Plate Battery
100-inch Wheelbase

STERRETT

Exclusive

Deétroit Electric—Philadelphia Diamond Grid Batteries
Champlain Street at Kalorama Road

North Fifty-Fifty
WASHINGTON Itimere

33x4'/,-inch Goodrich Tires
65 to 100 Miles Per Charge

& FLEMING

Distributers




