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ste'y of RattleIeld
Here is a story of the battlefields which111 s=ething of the Christmas spirit inIt- 2nd I have saved it up to be told atCararenmas time. The writer, a 1r,0hmoman, prefes to remain anonyAmous.

mad what he has written could hardlybe publihed In the newepapers of the0-1tue1 at war, which cnsider it their
duty to fcmuet hatred agabist the foe."Tho mseg c leave have come back
to us, helmeted like legendary heres.,"
she writes. "When the eager throb of
welcome has paesed, sometimes a new
motion eises us in Its grip. Men who
lve lived in the war return from the
land of the dead, and those who have
come baek seem strange to un; a fearm"i'Ngle. with our love. Then, that we
may be one with them and mingle once
nore with their thoughts, we threw our-miTee Into the ordinary talk of hate.
We abuse the Boehee-they have caused
all this, they must be destroyed, we want
to torture them.
"The men en leave do not seem to un-

derstand u. 'The Boches!, they ask.
'They are like ourselves, poor beggars.And sometimes they try to explain things
to us. quietly, as If they were talking to
children. They lead us, with their tales.
to that narrow front where the wounded
earth. torn, gorged with bodies, can no
longer sustain a tree or support a house.* T dark caverns, with watery nois.
men are inclosed, fighting vermin and
rat for each moment of sleep, Face to
face with them. in similar caverns. other
men. In gray uniforms and pointed hel-
mets, live the same life, I know, and our
soldiers know well. that It Is in our soil
they have dug their trenches of torture.
that theme men have come to us. Rut
they also realize that in coming to u=
these invaders have only obeyed an evil
will which was not their will.

Tell What They Knew.
'And the men on leave tell us what

they have seen. In the Voages Moun-
tains they have lived for a long time

SANTA CLAUS MAIL
BURDENS UNCLE SAM

Volume of Holiday Postal Business
Shows 25 Per Cent Increase.

With t'ncle Sam's postmasters all over
the v.untry burdened beneath a volume
of Christmas mail. 'arger by 25 per cent
than in any previous holiday season.
Postmaster General Burleson last nIght
adopVd heroic methods to expedite the
arrival of Santa Claus on schedule. Malls
in many centers have been made twenty-
four hours late because of blizzards and
car shortages.
To relle'e congestion in numerous cen-

ters Mr. Burleson directed the railroads
to imprers Into service fast freight cars
to hurry the tons of delayed mail. Hun-
dreds of tons of parcels are held at rail-
road stations because of lack of cars to
haul them.
l'mployment of ist freight equipment

and a large force of extra mail handlers
is expected to relieve congestion at af-
feeted points and permit the delivery of
practically all mail matter not later than
Monday morning.
11r. Burleson's reports from superin-

tendents showed that the present sea-
son's mail has established a new retord.
He said bad weather conditions had de-
layed trains west of Buffalo from twelve
to twenty-four nours.
Serious congestion in the Chicago post-

offce was reported. In the past three
days nearly 5.000.0O0 pounds of mail
passed through the Chicago postoffnce.

YULE STOCKINGS NEEDED
TO FILL OUT CHRISTMAS
The Central Union Mission will serve

dinner to the poor tomorrow after-
noon at 1 o'clock.
At 7:30 in the evening children who

have no Christmas tree of their own
will be guests of the mission.
More filled stockings are needed.

however. and the mission is pleading
with Washingtonians to subscribe for
.the little ones' enjoyment of Christ-
ma.. One stocking, It I. said, cap he
filled for $2. and $5 will pey for ten
dolls or feed 200 men In the mission's
bread line, while $10 wIll send a ton
of coal to a destitute family as well
as a good dinner,

DISTRICT SIGNAL CORPS
GRANTED YULE HOIDAY
Members of the District aignal Corpnhave been given holiday over Christ-uas. The ccmpan 1, which returned from

border service Wednesrday last, will be
mustered out of the Feieral service at
102 o'clock Wednesday morning. The
signal men will report at the Wlrst Street
Armory at 9 o'clock Tueedey morning to
wind up the company's affairs for sub-
mission to themustering-out oincer, Maj.
March R, Stewart, U. S. A,
Capt. Glenn L. Jones, M. C.. U, S. A.,

yesterday completed the physleal exam-
tenatien ef the oceers and mom of the~alcmany. Capt. Jone. declared
the -e to he "the huI -t~ bsk he
had exiedfor om thue.
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"And the end of the story? One d&3

our men saw some Germanm Ii fr
their tenches, -min ennene
'The mine! look out for the minet* Ow
= without belietag too much in what

said, withdrew, and a moment afto
the erth trembl rose -up and crumpled
up half the treudhee of our Arst 5in
Thin story-each soldier oould tell em
like it-proves that an b*11esoum88
brotherhood unites one army with an-
other. Comrade. In arms, they fght i
the name trench. They do not ae
acknowledge It. because they are afrai
of the truth. They even excuse
selves sometimes. as my officer did. whc
added. 'You see they were old met
We were very fond of them. Th
younger men would never have don
what they did.'

Wemnem Reopiee Me.
"Beyond the daily slaughter. on eal

ide of this barrier of horror. made o
heaped-up bodies, Ad of living bodiel
which suffer, there unrolls a great ex-
panse of peaceful Aelds, of forests, 0
villages. of towns crowned with smoke
Everywhere is going on the same labo1
of fruitful creativeness. And in Germani
as with us, women work to replace men,
and women watch by the hearth. From
Germany and France letters ae eni
daily, inclosed in canvas sacks, to the
soldiers. And If by chance the postbag
from Germarg went a few yards too far
and fell in e French trenahe. ow sol-
diers would Ind once more, in anothae
language, the same regrets and the sama
anxieties, they would recognize the sam
infinite pity hidden by the same courage
the same despairing helplessnes.

"Soldiers know no hate. And because
they have heard on the battlefield thewounded of the two camps cry out with
the same eternal 'Mother!' they forget
vengeance. The dying soldier forgive&
He knows that he who killed him did him
duty, the mere instrument of a force
which destroys. like himself. He prays
that his death may be the ransom of
other lives. Do not let our men who
return live with us in vain-let us believe
them, they who know the truth about
the war. They understand that revenge
would strike men like themselves. &n
they remind us of the bond unbreakable
which exists between all women. Should
the soldier who has killed our son or
our husband suffer or die as we wish
some woman like ourselves will feel UfN
snatched from her. And the grief of thin
poor woman will add all its weight to
our own grief,- because this woman, thin
German woman, Is our sister."

WITE HOUSE DELUGED
WITl IlSTilAS IFT1S

President Ready to Play Santa Role.
Yule Tree Being Deborated.

Not since President Wilson has beenin the White House has,there been such
a deluge of gifts descendef on it as thin
Christmas. Gifts and 'remembrances
have been brought In by the wagon load,
and the mails did their share In the
moving of the Christmas parcels sent
to the Psibadent and his wife by ad-
mirers from all sections of the country.
Evergreens came by the barrel, as did

mistletoe. Books of every description,
canes, edibles. trinkets of every de
scription, and Imbiorted candies and
novelties, even turkeys, are piled high M
one of the White House rooms awaiting
Christmas Day.
The White House tree is being de-

orated. and plans for the Christmas cole.
bration for the President's little grad.
niece and granddaughter are completed.
Early tomorrow morning the Presidentwill play the role of Santa Claus.
Absence of social functions Irll mara

Christmas week at the White Iouse, ah
the President will entertain no one bit
immediate relatives. On Tuesday he wili
press a button that will Illumunate a
big Christmas celebration in Humboldt
Park, Chicago.
Thousands of telegrams arff letters con-

taining holiday 'greetings to the Presi.
dent are constantly arriving.

CANNED DRAMA SOON
TO GO VIA MAIL ROUTE

At last the heroines and villains,whole battle fields, large slices of mother
earth herself, and if necessary, a full aie
Dreadnought. are going to be sent throughthe mails. The Postoffloe Department haspermitted the "movie" produceft to send
their productions through the mal. And
so the out-of-the-way country maid can
see the latest thriller or the latest fash.idn., for Uncre Sam himself is going tobring them almoet to the door.
Heretofore the Inflammable character

has forced the producers to rely solely
on the express companies for transporta-
tion of their canned drama, but now.theywith provide themselves with spark-proofboxes nlade of sheet Iron and take ad-
vantage of the regular parcel poet rates.
The mew order becmes effective Jan.-

ary 1.

100 OTERCOATS TO EE GIVEN.
Saks & Company will again give awaylO0 overcoats Christmas morning at 11

o'clock to boy, with ticket.. They will
be admitted at the Seventh mtreet door.
The clerke wills be ready to St the.

This has -been the annual custom offlak. & Company for thirty-three yeas
A weed burner to clear the roadbed of

a railroad in North Dakota uses gasoline
for fuel and is mounted on a. low truek
that is pumhed in front of a lecomotiv.

Cured HlI RUPTURE
I was bade ruptured while lifting atrunk severa years ago. Doctors said

my only hope' of cure was an ni~lTrusees did me no good. FinalyI got
d something that ~k~and

rupture msneveryI mom#hard werk as a
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