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Story of Battlefield

Here is a story of the battieflelds which
kas something of the Christmas spirit in
it. and I have saved it up to be told at
Christmas time. The writer, a French
. prefers to remain anonymous,
and what she has written could hardly
be published in the newspapers of the
countries at war, which consider it their
duty to foment hatred against the foe.

“The men on leave have come back
to us, hetl
she wriles.
welcome has passed, sometimes a new
amotion selzes us in its grip. Men who
lave lived In the war return from the
land of the dead, and those who have
come back seem strange to us; a fear
mingles with our love, Then, that we
may be one with them and mingie once
more with their thoughts, we threw our-
msives into the ordinary talk of hate
We abuse the Boches—they have caused
all this, they must be destroyed, we want
to torture them.

““The men on leave do not seem to un-
derstand us. ‘The Boches? they ask.
“They are llke ourselves, poor beggars.’
And someétimes they try to explain things
to us, quietly, as if they were talking to
children. They lead us, with their tales,
to that narrow front where the wounded
earth, torn, gorged with bodies, can no
longer sustain a tree or support a house,
In dark caverns. with watery nolses,
men are Inclosed, fighting vermin and
rats for each moment of sleep. ce to
face with them, in similar cavern¥, other
men, In gray uniforms and pointed hel-
mets, live the same life, 1 know, and our
soldiers know well, that it Is in our soil
they have dug their trenches of torture,
that these men have come to us. Rut
they also realize that in coming to us
these invaders have only obeyed an evil
will which was not their wilL

Tell What They Know.

“And the men on leave tell us what
they have seen. In the Vosges Moun-

ted like | dary herces,’
“When the eager throb of

to acknowledge themselve helpless to

from
thelr trenches, coming forward, lellllll.l
‘The mine! look out for the mine!” Our

thiey sald, withdrew, and a moment after |
the earth trembled rose -up and crumpled
up half the trenthes of our first line.
This story—each soldler could tell one
llke It—proves that an Indissoluble
brotherhood unites one army Wwith ..n-‘
other, Comrades in arms, they fght lnr
the same trench. They do not ﬂ.ll
acknowledge it, because they are afraid|
of the truth. They even excuse me-l
selves sometimes, as my officer did, who
added, ‘You see they were old men.
We were very fond of them. The
younger men would never have done
what they did.’
Women Replace Men.

¥ nd the dally slaughter, on each
nﬂ?:: this barrier of horror, made of
heaped-up bodies, ahd of living bodles
which suffer, there unrolls a great ex-
panse of peaceful flelds, of forests, of
villages, of towns crowned with smoke.
Everywhere is going on the same labor
of fruftful creativeness. And in Germany
as with us, women work to replace men,
and women watch by the hearth. From
Germany and France letters are sent
daily, inclosed In canvas sacks, to the
soldiers. And if by chance the postbazs
from Germany went a few yards too far
and fell in the French trenches, our sol-
diers would find once more, in another
language, the same regrets and the same
anxieties, they would recognize the same
infinite pity hidden by the same courage
the same despaliring hsiplessness. ;

“Soldiers know no hate. And because
they have heard on the battlefield the
wounded of the two camps cry out vthE
the same eternal ‘Mother!" they forget
vengeance. The dying soldier forgives.
He knows that he who killed him did his
duty, the mere instrument of a force
which destroys, llke himself, He prays
that his death may be thsa ransom of
other lives. Do not let our men who
return live with us in vain—let us believe
them, they who know the truth about
tha war. They understand that revenge
would strike men like themselves, and
they remind us of the bond unbreakable
which exists between all women. Should
the soldier who has killed our som or
our husbang suffer or die as we wish,
some woman llke ourselves will feel life
snatched from her. And the grief of this
poor woman will add all its weight to |

tains they have lived for a long time

our own grief,” because this woman, this
German woman, is our sister.”

SANTA CLAUS WAL
BURDENS UNCLE SAM.

1
Volume of Holiday Postal Business |
Shows 25 Per Cent Increase.

|

With Uncle S3am’s postmasters all over |
the cuvuntry burdened beneath a volume
of Christmas mail, larger by 25 per cent |
than in any previous holiday season. |
Postmaster General Burleson last might |
adopied heroic methods to expedite the |
arrival of Santa Claus on schedule. Malils !

in many centers have been made twenty- |
four hours late because of blizzards and |
car shortages. |

To relieve congestion in numerous cen- |
ters Mr, Burleson directed the railroads
fo impress Into service fast freight cars
to hurry the tons of delayed mall. Hun- |
dreds of tons of parcels are held at rail- |
road stations because of lack of cars to |
haul them

Employment of fast freight equipment
and a large force of extra mall handlers
Is expectad to relieve congestion at af-
fected points and peérmit the delivery of |
practically all mail matter not later than |
Monday morning

Mr. Burleson's reports from superin-|
tendents showed that the present sea-
son’s muil has established a new revord.
He said bad weather conditions had de-
layed trains west of Buffalo from twelve
to twenty-four nours,

Serious congestion In the Chicago post-
office was reported. In the past three
days nearly 5,000,000 pounds of mail
passed throukh the Chicago postoffice.

YULE STOCKINGS NEEDED
TO FILL OUT CHRISTMAS

The Central Union Mission will serve
dinner to the poor tomorrow after-
noon at 1 o'clock.

At 7:30 in the evening chHdren who

have no Christmas tree of their own
will be guests of the mission.

More filled stockings are needéd,
however, and the mission Is pleading
with Washingtonians to subscribe for
«the little ones’ enjoyment of Christ-
mas. One stocking. it is said, cap be
filled for $2, and $5 will pay for ten
dolls or feed 200 men in the mission's
bread line, while $10 will send a ton
of coal to a destitute family as well
as a good dinner.

DISTRICT SIGNAL CORPS
GRANTED YULE HOLIDAY

Members of the District Bignal Cerps
have been given g holiday over Christ-
mas. The company, which returned from
border service Wednesday last, will be
mustered out of the Federal service at
10:30 o'clock Wednesday morning. The
signal men will report at the First Street

Armory at 9§ o’clock Tuesday morning to
wind up the company’'s affairs for sub-
missi to th ring-out officer, Maj.
March B, Stewart, U. 8 A

Capt. Glenn 1. Jones, M. C.,, U, 8 A.,
yesterday completed the physieal exam-

'WHITE HOUSE DELUGED

| scription,

WITH CHRISTAS GIFTS

President Ready to Play Santa Role.
Yule Tree Being Decorated.

Not since President Wilson has been
in the White House has, there been such
a deluge of gifts descended on it as this
Christmas, Gifts and remembrances
have been brought in by the wagon load,
and the mails did their share in the
moving of the Christmas parcels sent
to the President and his wife by ad-
mirers from all sections of the country.

Evergreens rame by the barrel, as did
mistietoe. Books of every description,
canes, edibles, trinkets of every de-
and Iimborted candies and
novelties, even turkeys, are piled high In
one of the White House rooms awaiting
Christmas Day. )

The White House tree is belng dec-
orated, and plans for the Christmas cele-
bration for the President’s little grand-
niece and granddaughter are completed.
Early tomorrow morning the President
will play the role of Santa Claus,

Absence of social functions will marn
Christmas week at the White House, as
the President will entertaln no one biit
immediate relatives, On Tuesday he wili
press a button that will fllumunate &
big Christma= celebration In Humboldt
Park, Chlcago.

Thousands of telegrams anfl lettera con-
talning holiday ‘greetings to the Presi-
dent are constantly arriving,

CANNED DRAMA SOON -
TO GO VIA MAIL ROUTE

At last the heroines and villains,
whole battle fields, large slices of mother

Dreadnought, are going to be sent through
the mails. The Postoffice Department has
permitted the “movie" producets to send
their productions through the mafls, And
s0 the out-of-the-way country mald can
see the latest thriller or the latest fash-
idns, for Uncle Sam himself Is golng to
bring them almost to the door.

Heretofore the inflammable character
has forced the producers to rely solely
on the express companies for transporta-
tion of their canned drama, but now_they
will provide themeselves with spark-proof
boxes made of sheet fron and take ad-
vantage of the regular parcel post rates.

The new order becomes effective Janu-
ary L

100 OVERCOATS TO BE GIVEN.

Baks & Company will again give away
1% overcoats Christmas morning at 10
o'clock to boys with tickets. They will
be admitted at the Beventh street door.
The clerks will- be ready to fit them
properly.

This has been the annual custom of
Saks & Company for thirty-three years.

A weed burner to clear the roadbed of
a rallroad in North Dakota uses gasoline
for fuel and is mounted on a low truck
that is pushed in front of a locomotive. W
m

Cured His RUPTURE

I was badly ruptured while lifting a
trunk several years ago. Doctors sald
my only hope of cure was an o?crauon.

rusges did me no good. Finally I got

qiexly Sog

opera
me, Eugene M. Pullen,
Marcellus Avenue, Manasq
Better cut out this notice and show
to any others who are ruptured—y.
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- Let the People of
Washington Decide
The Question of PROHIBITION in the

National Capital is of Vital Interest to the
Social and Business Life of Washington.

Now the citizenship of
the District of Columbia is
made up of both of these
classes, and one of the
classes is in the majority.
. The foundation rock of this
Nation is not imperial will,
but the will of the people,
a majority of the people.

The National Capital to-
day represents, as it should,
the highest type of commu-
nity in the entire United
States. |

There are those who
would keep it as it is, im-
proving with the trend of
the times, but avoiding
changes that are revolution-
ary, realizing that revolu-
tions are of a past age and
that all of their accomplish-
ments can be as quickly at-
tained in paths of peace and
without the immediate dis-
astrous effects that history
connects with all revolutions.

Therefore, legislation so
vitally affecting the social
and business interests of the
city of Washington should
be left to the people of
Washington to decide.

To say that the city of
Washington is not capable
of balloting on a matter as
important as PROHIBI-
TION or any other sub-
ject is to cast a reflection
upon Washingtoa which if
taken seriously, which it js
not, would hold the city up
to the shame and scorn of
-every section of these truly
great United States.

Then there are those dis-
satisfied ones who would
tear down where they can-
not construct; those who
would enforce their will re-
gardless of the established
order of things, or the rights
of others.
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