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D. C. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1917.

WITH GERMANY:

CLASH EXPECTED WITHIN 48 HOURS:
'AMERICAN VESSEL SUNK BY U-BOAT

SUBMARINE SINKS
'U. S. FREIGHTER;
WAR IS AWAITED

Germany Flings New Defiance Into
Teeth of America by Sinking
Vessel Off Scilly Islands.

LOSS OF LIFE IS UNKNOWN

Steamer Which Sailed From Galveston, Tex.,
On January 6, Was Only Twenty-Four
Hours From Port.

Special Cahble to The Washington Hernld.

Amsterdam, Feb. 3.—Germany flung the red rag of dehance in
the face of the United States today when one of her submarines sank
the steamer Housatonic, a ship of 3,143 tons, bound from Galveston
to London.

Details of the sinking are meager.
teamship was sunk without warning.
NO LIVES REPORTED LOST.

No lives are reported to have been lost.

The Housatonic was sunk just off the Scilly Islands. Sh:wu
within twenty-four hours of her port and had barely entered the

It is said, however, that the

barred zone. The crew evidently was able to get out the hfe-boalsl

before the vessel foundered.

The Housatonic was the property of the Housatonic Steamship Com-
pany of New York. She formerly was the Hamburg-American liner Georgia.
She was purchased from the Hamburg-American Company on March 29 of
last year for $85,000. Previous to that time, since the beginning of the war.
she had been laid up at New Orleans.
wide and had a depth of 20 feet. She sailed from Galveston for London
on January 6. She made the®trip via Newport News, where she took on
cargo January 6.

CREW NUMBERED THIRTY-NINE.

Meager reports which have drifted in state that the crew of the sub-|

marined steamer numbered thirty-nine. Of these fifteen are said to have been

Americans and the rest of other nationalities. Whether they were picked up |
by the U-boat or whether they are now adnft on the high seas is unknown. |

Fishing smacks and a number of small steamships which went to the
scene shortly after news of the sinking became known have reported that
they found nothing but small bits of wreckage.
verted the steamer into driftwood.

Mailed Fist of Government Ready
To Descend on All lnterned Ships

New TYork, Feb. 1 rything s In|were guarded by the battleships Kansas
readiness for the-#eizure of thirty- onelnrd North Dakota, while the German
interned German and Austrian vessels | crews of 700 men will be transferred from

She was 238 feet long, forty feet !

The torpedo evidently con- |

here.

*“Wae simply await the word,™
lector of the Port Malone,
Officials of the Hamburg-American Line,
owners of many of the interned ships

said Col-

here, held a conference immediately upon |

learning of the breaking of diplomatic
relations with .Germany, but refused to
make any statement.

“The severance of relations makes the
situation here just a little more tense,”
said Collector Malone. “We have had
time to make our preparations and stand
ready to close the port and seize “all |
enemy ships in the event such action Is

warranted. We will require no definits

instructions from Washington. The seiz-
ure of ships would take place auto-
matically.”

Feverish activity is apparent at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard. Doubled guards
have been thrown about all entrances.
Rear Admiral Usher has recalled all
passes to the yards, Including those lssued
to newspaper men. No one i{s permitted
to enter without first proving his businesa,

Two ships. a mine and a cable layer,
and the Grapeshot, an ammunition ship,
were hurried into the drydock and a large
foroe of men at >nce set at work over-
hauling them. On every ship In the - rd
yeomen and seamen were busily at wrk
preparing the ships for Immediate de-|
parture, if so ordered. Rear Admical

Usher refused to make any statement as |

to who had lssued orders for the activity.

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb, 5 —For the first
time since the Spanish-American war, the
Philadelphia Navy Yard was put on a
war basis today following the announce-
ment of severance of diplomatic relations
with Germany. Commandant Russall
ciosed the gates of League Island to all

The Interned German auxillary cruls-
ers, Kronpring Wilhelm and Prinz Eltel
Friedrich, which He in the back channel,

their viliage beslde the moored ralders
to the old "Tipperary” Barracks, near
the isolation hospital.

When the sun rose early today the
| German ships found themselves ‘'cov-
|ered” by the batteries of the battleship
| North Dakota. This, officials sald, was a
!"precaunouary measure."’

Norfolk, Va., Feb. 1.—The former Brit-
ish steamship Appam, which was brought
into port a year ago by a German prize
crew after having been captured by the
|Mnene was taken over today by the
United States government. The status of
| the vessel is now being established in the
courts,

2 STATES MARSHAL
NAVAL MILITIAMEN

Sea Reserves Called Out by Massachu-
setts and New York.

(
i
|
|
|
|
|

(By the lutoﬂtﬂ.ul News Serviece.)
] Boston, Feb. 3.—The Massachusetts
| naval militia, under orders from Wash-
‘ington, mobil!sed tonight at their various
armories. The naval unit will report to
Commandant Rush at the Navy Yard, it
wu un iemood to recelve orders,
ng to the opinlon expressed

Bt.lt.o militia circles, the naval rmrr::
have been pressed Into actual service. The
report that the compliment of the navy
is not up to a war-time standard,
cated, it was said, that the militiamen
might see actual ba:tl-hlp pervice direct-
1y In case of real trouble

New York, Feb. 3.—Gov. Whitman to-
night, after a conference with Mayor
Mitchel and National Guard officers, i1t
an order calling out all members
the State militia and the State naval

> n an about
3:1“ mmmmmgm

Austrian Ship’s Crew
Breaks Engine Parts;
Another Plot Found

(By International News Serviee.)

New York, Feb. 3—Imme-
diately following rececipt of the
news that the United States
had broken off relations with
Germany, the crew of the in-
terned Austrian freighter Him-
alaya, in Newark Bay, put the
engines out of commission.

The piston heads and other
parts were smashed,

Crews of the sixteen Ham-
burg-American and North Ger-
man Lloyd liners interned in
Hoboken, began swarming
down the gang planks this af-
ternoon, leaving the vessels on
“leave of absence.”

ANl of them said they had
been given leaves and were
seeking other quarters, though
none professed to know the
reason for the sudden leave.

The general exodus followed
the discovery of the wrecking
of the Austrian-American liner
Himalaya in Newark Bay. The
sailors said they understood
their officers were remaining
behind to “hand over” the ships
to port authorities in the event
of a crisis.

When questioned regarding
rumors that preparations were
being made to scuttle the in-
terned ships, the sailors leav-
ing the vessels invariably re-
plied: :

“Well, we don’t know any-
thing about that. We were told
to take our things and get off
the ship while we could.”

The taxicab company which
formerly handled the business
of the two lin€s removed all of
its gars from the piers near the |

interned liners, where they |
were stored when the war
] broke out.
o +

WASHINGTON ASSUMES
WAR-TIME APPEARANCE

Exlraordmary Pmuuom Taken lo
Guard Government Property.

: The United States was last night placed
|on the military and naval basis of a na-
tion which has
“short of war,” following the break be-
tween this country and Germany. Naval
and military orders, prepared in advance,
were placed in effect !mmediately, fol-
lowing a conference between President
Wilson, Secretary of War Baker and
Becretary of the Navy Daniels at the
White ¥ouse.

When the conference was over the Sec-
retary of War and the Secretary of the

Navy at once clamped down tha lid of
secrecy on all military and naval orders,
all of the government bujldings in Wash-
ington were closed except to those bear-
ing credentials, an extra guard was
thrown around all public buildings and
the Capital took on all of itg ‘war-time
habiliments.

State and municipal authorities through-
out the United States were called upon
to co-operate in gBuarding all Federal
property, mints, assay offices, sublreas-
urfes, postoflfices, arsenals, armories,
bonded warechouses, appraisers’ stores
and similar structures,

Orders for extraordinary precautions to
protect public bulldings brought forth the
tull force of the Washington police de-
partment. Around the White House
twenty-eight poli were pl d on
duty instead of the usual thirteen. In
three shifts, under three police sergeants,
they will guard the entrances to the
White House twenty-four hours a day.
No one wil be admitted to the White
House Grounds except through a single
entrance, where military pass will be
necessary. The same precautiong wers
ordered at the State, War and Navy De-
partment Bullding.

The status of German merchant shipe,
in American ports caused some anxlety,
but it was finally determined that the
break in diplomatic relations In no way
affected them, and that the United States,
under international law, must respect
their ownership,

Charges Plot to Murder
Lloyd George with Darts

Derby, Feb. 3.—That it was planned to

indi- |shoot Premier Lloyd George with poison

darts was the sensational charge made
by Aunra:: Frederick H. Smith today in
Alice Theoldon, her two thm
to- |her son-in-law, Alfred Hason, all charged
with conspiracy to murder the premier
and War Councilor Arthur Henderson.
The attorney genera] referred to the pris-
oners ns desperate and unpatriotic peo-
ple.

hmlr on mo hm
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taken a serlous step|

*

Startling Developments of the
Day in International Crisis |

President Wilson, in address to Congress, announces he has ordered
all diplomatic relations with Germany severed.

Ambassador Gerard ordered to withdraw from Berlin.

German Ambassador von Bernstorff handed his passports.

President Wilson, Secretary of War Baker and Secretary of the
Navy Daniels, in conference, discuss disposition of military forces of
United States.

Government buildings in Washington and government plants |
throughout country closed to public and placed under heavy guard.

Extraordinary precautions ordered in instructions to agents of De-
partment of Justice and Federal neutrality officials.

Municipal and State authorities called on to aid in guarding Fed- |
eral property throughout country.

Congress clears way for naval appropriation bill with authoriza-
tion for President to take over all industrial plants needed if emer-
gency arises,

Senate prepares to enact stringent neutrality code.

Secretary of Treasury McAdoo and Senator Simmons, chairman
of Finance Committee, confer and determine that nation's finances are
ready for any strain.

White House and State Department aroused over reported sinking |
of American steamer Housatonic off Scilly Islands, in view of Presi- J|
dent’s statement that he would again address Congress if Germany |
“sacrifices American lives or ships.” |

Austria delivers note to State Department, I
dorsement of German submarine declaration. !
Official receptioii of wew Austrian Ambassador, Count Tarnowski, |

|

which may be in-

delayed.
Wave of support for President’s decision comes from all over land,
as evidenced by comment in Congress.

e
.

Black TShadow of War Seen

In Capital As Word Comes
Of Sinking of Housatomc

over the United States last night, following receipt of the news that the
American steamer Housatonic had been sunk by a German submarine, in
pursuit of the Teuton policy of unrestricted warfare on the scas.

While guarded in their comment, the members of Congress all appeared
to feel that the second visit of the President to Congress to secure authori-
zation to use the armed forces of the nation to enforce the demands of the
United States would not be long delayed.

“It is an extremely grave situation. It means serious developments, if
early reports are substantiated,” was the general opinion of Senators and
Representatives interviewed by The Washington Herald.

The following comment was made:

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Senator Hitcheock, of Nebrasks, rank- imperial government, It would be pos-

ing Democratic member of the sibly a mitigating circumstance But if |
Forelgn Relatliong Committee oflit was accomplished after the United
the Senate, sald: | Btates had expressed Its Intenlion of back-

Ing up It assertion by force, then indecd

*1 hope this report I8 not true [t means |
that the situation s much more serious,
it this news Is authentic, 1 would hardly

I| is u very serious problem.
|these early distressing facts will not be

———

Late Into Night Chief Executive Dis-
| cusses with Aids Steps to Be

Senators and Representatives saw the grimt shadow of war hovering |

I trust lhli-

PRESIDENT INFORMS CONGRESS
THAT RELATIONS ARE SEVERED

v
1
|

CONFERENCE HELD
TO PLAN MOVING
MILITARY FORCES

Taken in Emergency.
SITUATION NEVER SO GRAVE

Genera] Belief in Official Circles is that War
Cannot Be Averted Many
Days Longer.

The United States, facing the probability of war with Germany

' ]mthm forty-eight hours, today is mobilizing into action all its avail- i

able military resources.

l No graver crisis has faced the nation since the civil war. Close

on the heels of the President’s announcement to the Senate that dip-

lomatic relations with Berlin had been severed, the German admuralty

flung a fresh challenge into the teeth of the President by sinking an
AMERICAN FREIGHTER SUNK.

The American freighter Housatonic, outward from Galveston
| was sunk, it is believed, by a German U-boat, off the Scilly Islands.
With this act of ruthless submarine warfare, Germany stripped
{from the issue, officials declare, the last shred of excuse for further
delay of an armed clash between the two countries.

PRESIDENT LOCKS SELF IN.

President Wilson late last night locked himself in his study to thresh
|out the latter-day destiny of the republic. Haggard and bowed with anxiety,

his aids and advisers have laid upon the shoulders of subordinates the
routine tasks of state, that they may be free to grapple with the most
fearsome crisis that has yet arisen from the European war.

Early in the afternoon the President went before the Congress and in-
formed a grave, hushed assembly that all diplomatic intercourse between
Germany and the United States had been severed. At almost the same
moment an emissary of the State Department was handing his passports to
{the German Ambassader, Count Johann von Bernstorff.

- . GERARD ORDERED HOME.
! American Ambassador Gerard, his diplomatic staff and sll consular
Lofficials of this country have been ordered out of Germany.

The issue today is up to the President. Little hope is entertained that
the freighter Housatonic was sunk under the rules of mternational law. On

care to comment on what constitutes an |
overt act. There are many things that|
enter {nto this situation before the United .
States actually declares war. In the ab-!
sence of more detalls, I would hmdl)l
care to comment further.”

Senator Sheppard, of Texas, said:

“This s certainiy a momentous crlau.'
and it will be complicated If these reports |
of the sinking are true. 1 think the
President’s speech today was ldeal, and
it pleases me exceedingly that men of all
parties—in fact the entire American na-!
tion qpuelrs to enthusiasticaily Indorse
hils course.

Representative Johs Jacob of
the .House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee, said:

“As 1 tntarpret the early reports on the

sinking of the Housatonie, it constitutes

an overt act that will precipitate war, if
verified. 1 do not believe that the ume
of the recelpt of the news that diplo-
matic relations had been severed and
the time of the sinking of this American
vessel enters into the situation since the |

United States has never repudiated the|

terms of the Sussex note. However, it

would he hardly wise to talk further in

the absence of official information. .1

am satisfied, like the rest of the Ameri-

can people to rely upon the Americanism
of the President to handle this situation.”

Representative Matthews, of Pemnsyl-

said:

““This is Indeed I can hardly credit
Germany sinking an American ship and
gacrificiug American lives in the purau-
ance of her submarine polley. Certainly
[ trust that the later accounts will show
that there is a mistake. If they do not
then the American natiom is confronted
by one thing—that which was mentioned
by the President at the close o! his l!-
mirable address.”

Senntor Porter J. MeCumber,
Foreign Relations
the Senate, said

of the
Committee of

“The. question of time may -enter into
the sinking or this American
upnnsd.

| delicate to comment at this time on this

substantiated by officlal Investigation.”

|the contrary, it is fully believed in Washington that she invaded Germany”
‘barred” sea zone, and incurring the ghastly penalty of German *“fri
was sent to the bottom.

ALL DETAILS ARE LACKING.
Details concerning the sinking were unavailable at an early hour this
morniag. It was accurately reported, however, that most of her crew were

Americans, and it was difficult to believe that they had been saved.
Late last night President Wilson called Secretary of War Baker inte

conference on the disposition of the military forces. The Secretary went to

Representative James A. Gallivan, ol"
Massachunetin, member of the |
House Appropriations Committee: f\llness.

“l am patisfled to let the interests of |
the American nation rest in the hands of |
Woodrow Wilson, who today took his |
pluce in the ranks of the grealesl states-
men and diplomats that the world has
ever produced. I believe it would be in-

reported sinking of the Housatonic since
there are not enough authentie facts to
warrant an opinion worth while."

| Senator William E. Beras, of Idaho, of | the White House and was closeted with the President for half an hour. He
aonate g reien Relations Com- | then returned to the War Department on his way to his home.
“These first reports about the sinking Sccretlry Baker said he could not discuss his conference. No ap-

of the Housatonic are discomfiting., 1

don’'t see any substantial difference in

the situation by reason of the time of |
happening.”

Senator Ledge, of Massachusetts, unk»-
ing member of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, said:

“Can this be true?’ |

*] didn't believe he (the President) |
would do it. 1 thought there would be
another note.

“I'm with him. Now we'd better to
see to it that our marines prevent the
dlsmantling of any more Germany ships
in our harbors.”

Vice President Marshall said:

“It ia sincerely to be hoped that this
necessary break will not drag the United
Stateg Into the war. There are limits,
however, to endurance beyond which no

nouncement was forthcoing from the White House.

'Congress Chents Wikt Speech
With Wild Outburst of Acclaim

In grave silence the legisiative Npl'!-{lﬁdﬂ‘an the Senate and House broke inte
sentatives of the people of the United | ioud cheers. Tt was plain that the sction
Btates yesterday listened as President of the Executive had slmost unanimous
Wiison, in clear and ringing tomes, told |approval of the representatives of the
the world that this country had mo alter- people who sat and heard him Yestarday
native but to break with Germany. llflrrnoon

With the greatest demonstration

halls of Congress has seen for years, they Greeted with Chesrs,

wade {t clear that the President's course | If any sdditional evidence was neesded
was their course, and that he could de- !0 emphasize the great serfousness of
pend upon a united country behind him, |lhe crisis confronting the people of the
The President, plainly worn and worrled, | United States it was shown in the pres-
told Congress that despite the German ©0c¢ on the floor of the House of Chief
announcement of relentless submarine | Justice Edward Douglas White, and the
warfarg, he “‘could not belleve that it fs Justices of the Supreme Court of the Na-
the intention of the German authorities llon and officialy declared that never

laws of civilization by any nation to pass
unchallenged.”

Semater Bea Tillmans, dl.-ﬂﬂnu-

Han, safd:
U"I'm mighty glad of it. I was in favor,
when 1 heard of the note first, of telling

. Bernstorff to pack up his duds and [tq do what they have warned us they /D the memory of any of them bad the
home to his barbarians, will feel at liberty to do.” | Bupreme Court been present at a joint
“We will do the best we can, and I| Just at fhe very moment that the Presi- |nunem olher than in the regular way
bave no doubt that we will live up t0!dent began his address to Congress, the 0 the occasion of inmugurations
our past record In taking care of our|gtate Department handed his Every one on the floor and the galleries
rights and ourselves. We don't take any |tn Ambassador von Bornstorff. And witl | Mstened with the most Intense Interest
—_— the anpouncemenl by the President that —_— .
CONTINUED ON PAGE ELEVEN, this action had been takem, made in his LOSTIALEDL ON PAGE TWO.
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