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The Coal Situation.
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ly available for the coming winter
is under comtract. Thess contracta,
which are allowed to stand for the
present, were made prior to the Presi-
denl's preclamation and very largely
limit the amount which may be placed
on sale at retail priceg based on the
President’'s order.”

This is the rather alarming state-
ment which is contained in a bulletin
legued by the new Fuel Administrator,
Dr. Harry A. Garfizld, last night. It
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EACH DAY O’ THE YEAR.

By John Hendrick Bangs.
THE EILE.
He who in aloofness sits
Gathers wool, but never wits:
Finds his easy slippers nice,
But, poor soul, he cuts no ice.
Doesn't really live at all
Just exists beside a wall—
Might as well a lizard be
Blinking aver lazily.
Doesn't know the joy of strife
Never tastes the bliss of life,
And at last gives up his breath
Just because he's bored to death
(Copyright, 1m7)

About the only food the neutrals
are receiving from us now is food fou
thought.

The more we see of this weather.
the hard = to belleve that Sep- |
tember Mor ture, 1

“Germany wants no territory,” says
the Kalser. Well don't shout abgut
it. ¥ou won't get any.

Save al] thoze spare dollars you had
left from your vacation. Another i

ioan is coming next month,

date for de-
for the German gift of Texas
New liexico and Arizona, to Mexico?
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Lokal of Iin:n stage
that the war *d in its nakea
ncss much t w and contempt-
fble And the in paper certainly
should be familiar with such things.

Kyt |
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trical attractions there “Oh,
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tha Bride The Girl 1 Left Behind
Me in Canary Cotlage with O4)|
Lady 31" and *“The Man whe Stays |
at Home with His Little Widows

will Turn to the Right.”"

ing the

other |

|
partment can offsr no explanation fﬂr!
this condition which is witho

side. The War De-

Ut prec-

edent in the army, Perhaps the cir- |
cumstances surrounding the indivi- |
dual cases should be mads pub]lc.|

Bomeone else might find the solution.
AND HE DID IT.
Bomebody said that it couldn’t he done
But he, with a ch "kle, replied, '
That “maybe {* couldn’t but he wouild

be ona
Who wouldn't say
8o he buckled right
of a grin
Om his face; if he worried he hid it |
He started to sing as he tackled the |
thing
That couldn’t be done, and he did it

so till he'd tried."”
in with the trace

Sembhﬁd}- scoffed, “Oh, you'll never do |
that;
At least nobedy ever has done | Jng :
But he took off his coat, and he took
off his hat,
And the first thing he
gun it
With the lif
& grin,
If any doubt rose he forbade it

knew he'd hel

t of his chin and a bit ori'

) ter,

but

yof tons

| in meed of it—will not
| the

| the German

that a sufficient supply of coal be put
on the market at once at these prices
to meet the needs of domestic con-
sumers. The Fuel Administration be-
lleves that this supply of coal can be
made available and will be made
available by voluntary arrangements
between the operators and those with
whom they have contracts, and thus
make it unnecessary for the Fue] Ad-

| ministration to exercise or recommend

the powers, the exercise of which is
provided for in the Lever act.'’”

If these “voluntary lrrlngemenu"
fai! during the early part of the win-
what then” It seems inevitable
that the price of coal will go sky-
rocketing: that the public will be out-
raged. that confidence In the whole
war administration will be undermined,
because af its inability to cope with
the situation. We rather think that
drastie measures should be taken

right away to procure as even ﬂhd:

widely distributed supply of coal as
possible. Fuel {s something which can-
not be dispensed with by the American
people. even in part; it is not subject
to the same kind of economics and
short-cuts as Mr. Hoover is preaching
for wheat, for instance, We may eat
‘war bread,” and bear up with the
thought of sacrifice for the nation;
there Is no such thing as war
fuel. And a policy which will per-
mit prices to go mounting =ky-high
in the United States while thousands
are being shipped abroad—
to Italy, for instance, which is sadly
serve to make
popular in this

f

WAr any more
country.

me work of the organization

of the Fuel Administration, as an-
! nounced by Mr. Garfield, will s meet
with approval. But it is clear that

the power vested in him must be exer-
cised. Surely it is a sad commentary
on the existing state of things if pre-
vioug contracts are allowed to defeat
the the law. In time of
war all private contracts should go by |
the board if public exigencies require
it,
Already

purpose of

we hear rumblings and
scale of coal prices

based, logically enough on supply and

echoes of A new

 demand. It 8 clear that the pll{‘o-;
fixirg for “coal at the time" has not |
| clarified the retail situation te any'

Zeat extent. Nor will it be clarified
If left to the tender mercies of private !
manipulation, which has an |rresistibls
iemptation before it.

Raliroad priority should be

estab-

shed for coal whencever necessary. |
tuch a step has already been taken!
for the Northwestern States. The |
whole coul supply should be comman-
deered by the government if that
“imstic step js necessary to stabilize
prices. |
Another Voice in Germany—The

Centrists.

Mathias Erzberger, leader of the
Catholic party in Germa: ¥, proponent
of parliamentary reform, and prime
movér in the Reichstag shake-up,
which resulted In the fall of Beth-

mann-Hollweg six weeks ago, Is rapid-

| ly becoming one of the most power- |
{ ful
| becauss

in
he sees

fizures Germany—and
that the future of |
people is not bound up |
to-the-death adherence

to the military autoerncy which now

mainly

in a slavish,

A new as»er!lnn|

rules them, but by |
| of their rights, In accordance with!
those granted every other civilized |
people.

He has been quick to see that Presi-
dent Wilson's reply to Pope Benedict's
peace overtures contains exactly the |
same germ of constitutional reform |
for Germany as the contentions of the
Centrists themselves contailned, and
it s littla wonder that we find the
Centrum, in scber reason, defending
the President’s reply because it mere-
Iy asks the German people to do that
which they ares almost certain to do
in any event. It says In effect that
it ia folly to cast aside the hope of
peace contained in thes President's
note merely because (ts tone s “of-
fensive™ to the pan-German press
which is fighting for the future of the
German autouracy, and not for the
future of Germany itself.

Doubtiess, by taking the initiative
for & radieal reform of the German

It will be a bad political and |
administrative blunder, in our opinion, |

lam justified but

He na_rtei 1o sing as he tackled the | Eovernment out of the hands of such
T‘I:?t:;“'.lldn't be: Bvcn; st B dd & | “outsiders” as President Wilson, by

| making it appear as the dominant in-

There ars thousands to tell you {t|lernal political izsue, the present agi-
sannot be done, !tation of the pan-German press can
m;:hl‘:: thausands | be counteracted. It is trying to make
There are thousands ‘to point out to|it appear that President Wilson I
you one by one | Resuming the role of a dictator toward
h'r‘h" d’l“‘:-", ::‘“ wait 1o assall you. | the German people. If the Contrum
JUSS bucks In with,s bit'of & can vie with the Socialists in taking

Erin,
Then take off vour coat and go to It; | the lead in the campalgn for a parlia-

to prophesy

Just .u“h’" to sing as you tackle |mentary overhauling, if it can skill-

the thing
That cannot be done, and you'll fully co-ordinate this campalgn with
do it one for peace on the fundamental

—New Tork Tribune.

OPHELIA'S SLATE.

basta which President Wilson has out-
lined. then indeed a great victdry will
be gained by Berlin, and Germany will
be saved from the abyss.

But all this is merely speculative
All signs point to the fact that the
imt!ttsry power can control the In-
| ternal situation and mould it to its
[will. It seems determined to face a
{1913 campaign rather than yield now.
' And it is quite clear from the fever-
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HOLLAND LETTER

The Biggest Daily
Financial News Feature of
the Country’s Best Newspapers.

Severnl dayva befora President Wil-
son answered the peace communica-
tion of the Pope the opinion wag ex-
pressed by some of the leaders in the
financial district that with whatever

courtesy and dignity the President
might reply to that note yvet between
the lines could be read the inflexible

ilvurposr: to secure peace through viee

tory, or as one man of financial au-
thority put it, to conquer peace In
no other way could there be secured
a peace Which woueld be Iasting.
Complete victory over the German
army would inevitably more strongly
influenve the German people than
would anything eclse.

That inferred st of the real
meaning of the President's veply to
the Fope {8 now regarded not only
nlso as having been
by  the military

for

clearly understood
authorities of Great Britain and of
France Information has been re-
ceived here from London which in-
ilicates that the British military au-
thorities read President Wilson's note
with the understanding that it means
nothing less than “a fight to a fin-
ish." In no other way, they =av.
can the German military machine be
destroyed, When that military power
i# erushed the German peopla will for
the first time realize the true situa-
tion and that the establishment of
peace rests with them. That is the
information which has come to New
York from London

On the other hand there is gratifica-
tinn that the President does not favor
an economic and trade boycott of

| Germany after the war is ended.
| this view he is supported by some of | tion thers obtained.
French au-i situation s

In

the leading British and
thorities. Baron des "Estournelles de
Constant, who, earnest advocate of
peace as he was, nevertheless has
been one of the staunchest of -
supporters of the war, wrote to a

friend in New York some weeks ago | been more rapidly mobilized than

deploring the disposition revealed m.'l

some of those in autuority to perfect
an economic and trade boycott azainst
Germany after the war. He whs sure
that this would be disastrous to the
commercial nations of the world,
What would be needed, he sald,
would ba & reasonoble assistance to
the German people, if they seek aid
of that kind, in rebuilding their in-
dustries, in exte7dinz their agricul
ture, and £ 4 nting the arts of
peace. F the other na-
tions win e the trade which Ger-
many wjl seek

It is lieved here that the con-
ference which was held in Parls
some monthe ago which had in view
the perfecting of an economic and
trade boycot against Germany will
be of little avall and in fact some
of those ho took part in that con-
ference now realize that it was a
mistake. There {5 likely to be for
zome time after the war a tacit boy-
cot of Germany due to resentment.
How long that will be continued is
a question which the German peo-
ple must answer for themselves,
France quickly resumed trade with
Germany after the Franco-Prussian
war,

The United States is making far
more rapid progress in preparation

|

=1 ican army will be made up of as

{

| tha

recreation with informa-
The financlal
therefore entirely sat-
isfactory &nd the Federal govern-
ment will be able to lend to the al-
lies all the money that they will
need for the next twelve months.

In the next place our army has

combine

was deemed possible a few weeks
ago. There has been general com-
ment made by military authorities
who saw the marching of gome
twenty-five thousand troops down
Fifth avenue a week ago, which in-
dicate that there military men of
experience who watched those
troops as the procession rolled on
for miles are certain that the Amer=

fine a body of men as constitute the
bert armies now fighting on the
West front in France. Further-
more, probably within the next five |
or six months, considerably more |
than & milllon American soldlers
will be in France ready and eager
to share in what it Is believed will
bea the ultimate triumph of the al-|
lies there.

Another factor which is serving ad-
mirably to speed up the preparations
the United States in making for par-
ticipation in the war is demonstrated
by the wonderfu] efficiency which has
heen made possible by co-ordination |
and co-operation with the government |
by the rallroads and the leading in-|
dustries of the country. That effi-|
ciency is soon to be demonsirated by
manner in which the railroads
will aid In transportation of food from |

| tha harvest fields to those H.nces!

for carrying on the war to a finish

than was deemed possible as recent-
ly as the first of July. Some of the
men of finance believe that financial
conditions are in such excellent
shape that they can without any
concern iake vacations during the
month of September. Some have
already gone by way of the Great

Lakes to the Northwest, hoping lﬂl

where it Is needed for distribution. |
It is reported that through the co-
operation and co-ordination effecte
by the railway war board the railroad
of the United States were able in a
few weeka to distribute nearly 114000
cara to places where care were necded,
This was done without any regard fﬂr*
the awnership of the cars; in fact, the|
awnerghipefor the time being and for

'ish peace propaganda which is being
prosecuted now by German agents
everywhere, that the real leaders of |
Uermany recognize the conssquence’
‘of a 1918 campaign—which is nothing '
'less than decisive defeat. and eco- |
nomic, industrial, and fnanclal pros- |
tration for decades Lo come,

serious consideration by the govern-
ment. It is about
sumed vell of free ‘=peech
bgram i

|
i Pro-German literature is to ba given
|
1

‘plnl_a.uthou-
was lifted

|

The Terrible Tempered Mr. Bang Had to Play a 36-Hole Match With

' the Man Who Always Takes at Least Five Practice
Swings Before Each Shot.

untry

subjected. For in addition to
mand of domestic industries
milllon tons of various kinds of
plies for the government have
transported. without a single accident
or any serlous delay, and that has
been accomplished without interfering
seriously with the regular commercial
traffic. Within a few weeks there
will be placed in the agricultural sec-
tions g! the country nearly 2500 cars,
which ‘are to be used in distributing
the grain which has been harvested
or i8 to be harvested In addition
nearly 5000 curs have been distribpted
in the lumber States since the govern-
ment needs a vast amount of lumber
for its shipbullding rlants.

Another factor which cam only be
reported in a gemeral way is the per-
fecting of methods by which the sub-
marine boat danger may be greatly
lessened, and perhaps eliminated. One
of the methods was some weeks ago
reported in a general way in this cot-
umn. There is less and less apprehen-
sion on the part of the government of
danger In transporting troops and
supplies te France, and the belief ™
growing that the submarine peril,
through co-operationn  between the
United States and Great Britain, is
soon to be almost negligible.

HOLLAND.,

Show-Window Display
As Aid for Hoover

Plans are now being perfected for
A widespread campalgn in publicity
to convince tha people of the necessity
for food conservation, ard to show
them
stitution.

Window displzya in the retail stores
are to be uszed to tell the alms of
the United States Food Administra-
tion. The helpful co-operation, neces-
sary for the suecess of this plan, is
being secured through the wvarious
mercantile associations of the country.

In part, this campaign will be con-
ducted in the form of a contest. with
prizes for the best window displays
under the supervision of the United
Publishers' Corporation, as represen-

Z
?

tative of the trade papers of the nn-i

tion
The window displays will be started

the best methods of food sub- |

Marine

tak! weekly the full course of in-
struction in rifie shooting as ap-
plied to modern warfare. More
than 73 per cent of the members
of the Marine Corps who fired the
prescribed course during 1916 are

qualified expert - riflemen, sharp-
shooters, or marksmen.
- - - -

The Burgeon General's Office of
the army In conjunction with the
subcommittee of the Councl] of Na
tional Defense has been making
preparation for the care and treat-
ment of the eyeg of the troops. ‘The
committes made a survey of all the

and Maj. Gen. W. C. Gorgas now has
a lst of all the ophthalmologists
who are willing to serve for the war.
The committee -pent to 5,000 apecial-
ists & communication designed to
ellcit the special tralning and ex-
perience of each, to ascertain his
fitness for army service. It sent
to those who were approved and
who had signified their willingness
to serve blank cards for admission
to the Medical Reserve Corps.

of the favorite claims of the malin-
gerer; but this section has prepar-
ed a 2et of tests that will certain-
Iy land him in the guardhouse, un-
less he Is unusually proficient.
This same section has prepared a

i the base hospitals.
pared plans for utilizing one of the
wards in each cantonment hospital
for eye examination. It recommends
|that members of the Medical Reserve
Corpa wishing immediate service
apply to the Surgeon General for
| assignment to one of the medical

tion in administrative duties, in-
dispensable for properly carrying on
work In the Medical Department.
There is no provision in the Medi-
cal Department for optometrists; and

they can be of ns+ is by enlisting
as privates, to be detailed
of need to that duty for which they
are qualified. There {5 however,

uring opticians may be attached to
|a proposed spoecial hospital for sur-
| gery of the head: but thus far no

next week throughout the country. lsurh unit hag definite status.
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What They Say at the Washington Herald

It Pays to Come to
Washington to Shop

The letter printed below—the third prize in last
week’s Herald Shopping Contest, is a pretty good example
of the way in which our suburban and country cousins

in near-by territory make it
town on purpose to shop.

pay them well to come into

The definite prospective purchaser—who is looking for
the right place to spend her or his money—is the kind of

people reached at home in t
umns of The Washington H

he morning through the col-
erald.

Third Prize—$1 Letter.
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ng Editor, Washington Herald
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y I thought before going in 1
look over the paper and see if
were any “specials.” My eye
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the ridiculously low price
I cut out the ad and when

h with my other engagements

I went to Jook at them. To my sur-

prise,
w hich
chase

er
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learn of these bares
wise who midvertise

ol

*Men
advert
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you
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75 cents, and 1
be bought this
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eould

it they

for I=

a savin
1

of Anderson
on which I alse
being & spec
Were it not {
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ise.” -
Yours respectfully, )
MRS. M. A, WALTON

Hyattsville, Md
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eye specialists in the United States; |

Eye trouble has always been one

list of eye instruments for use in
It hae also pre- |

officers’ training campa for instruc- |

thus far the only manner in which |

in case |igg

a prospect that & unit of manufact- |
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