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'BAKER ACCEPTS BLAME

| Sm

FOR SHORTAGE IN GUNS
ADMITTED BY CROZIER

Secretary of War Meets General’s Statement
With Frank Avowal of Shortage—Ord-
nance Chief’s Renomination Held Up.

Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War, last night replied to Maj. Gen.
William Crozier, Chief of Ordnance, who yesterday placed upon the Sec-
retary of war responsibility for the shortage in machine guns in the
American army.

OFFERS NO EXCUSE.
The Secretary made no attempt to excuse entirely the delays that

have occurred; declared that thc.siruation 1s now much improved, and
added that the enemy would be pleased to know details of America's

el L, WBILLY SUNDAY
T0 HAVE 5;00
- SINGERS HERE

into War Department affairs the Sen-

ate probably w.ll refrain from con-

firming the renomination of Gen. 10-
zier a3 Chief of Ordnance.
His renomination was sent lo lhc

Sspate by President - Witsen while lha.
general was being grilled by the "-qn-
ate Military Affauirs Comrmitlte
shortages of ordnance t-qulpmem

The action of Gen, Crozier in nd-
cling reaponsibility on at.l.ld..n )'
Baker was a spectactiar clima
vesterday's hearing before the :-:na(-'
committes, It came thus:

Senator Chamberlain—I am not sat-
isfied with your explanation of lhe de
lay in getting the machine gun: !

Gen. Crozier—] am not sati .-s'\ed m\-|
solf )
|

Choral in Washington

Senator Chamberiain—-Who is re- Mﬂy Resull.
sponsible?
Gen. Crozier—The Secretary of War. |

The responsibility is with him Tt had| By ARTHLR JOYC

10 be upon some one and he is respon-| Organization of a permsnenl ¢horal |
£ible for the machine guu lests. The|for Washington. which shall be con- |
i:!;:?tnz;;;:. not that af the Ordnance ...,y at the service of thlng-
Decluring that he could not go into |lonians. may result from the big com»

details in public, Secrgtary Baker in- |bined choirs of approximately

sisted later that the supply of small| yojeey.which will feature the Billy

arms, machine guns, machine rifles o
_2nd cannon will be sdequate fof dhe Sq.y revival here duripg January

-'Organization of Permanent

“men by the time they reach Framoe.
He further Intimated that
plies are adequate at the
camps for training purposca

“It is perfectly true that

training

1 am re-

rponsibic for everything that Zoes-on
fn the War Department.” he said
Every manufacturing facility in the

capable of making ma-
turning them outl

ed Siates
vhine guns i now
al itz full capacity.'”

Now Being Increaned.

was. usked whether Lhis
capac was sufficient to meet re-
quirements, He did not answer Lthis
question, but =aid: ““The faglitiea are
being rapidly inereased.”

The secretary characterized a re-
port that the War Department had
purchased 50 Lewis machine guns as

Mr. Baker

way below the nctual number. About
this number of Lewis Zuns were pur-
chased at the time of the Mexican

mobilization and [gdicated that thous
sands more of these weapons had
since been purchased or contracted
for.

As 1o the Browning gun. he =sal
it was the invention of the “Amerian
whe has made more inventions of
arms than any other.” Mr. Ba-
ker admitted that the piece had neves

been tested in aclual ficld service
#»nd that it has onlv recently been
available in quantities.

Mr. Baker madey it clear that he
would prefer to have unjust critj-
ciam. as to adequacy of supplies,
stand azainst the department, rather
than 1o bave information of value

to the enemy made public

What Wag Learned.

It was brought out at the hearing

that:

Although $12000,000 was 'apnmpri-
ated for machine guns in August,
1918, no gun

was adopted until June,
. -

That none of these guns has reach-
ed either the Pershing expedition or
the training camps=: that none-will be
deliverad until April, 1918,

Rifle production has decreased from
19.000 daily in March to 5,000 daily.

That the Browning machine gun
finally adopted has never been tried
in action

It was developed that 788 light gung
#re meeded for a division and =M
heavy ones, ror an army of 1,000,000
men 7,000 or S0.000 are neceasary.

The French Chauchat gun will be
manuofactured here and American

munition use. until the Brownings
are ready, so the testimony ran. At

COATINCED ON PAGE TWO.

NEGRO KILLED
IN QUARREL

W. Edward Shot Through
Breast; R. Smith, Jr., Is
Charged with Murder.

Armed with two- revolvers; -Rebert
Smith, jr., negro, 71§ F street north-
west, after firing thirteen times, shot
and killed Wesley Edward, 21, negro.
'3 Eleventh #treet’ ‘morthwést, In
front of 1235 Ninth street northwest,
where both had quarreled early this
mornipg, according te the police.

After shooting Edward, the report
states, Smith tried to make his es-
cape, but he was overtakenm at
Sevénth and N . streets by Private
John Broderick, whe dealt him a
k -ut blow while he =till held
one his revplvers.

Edward was shot in the left breast.
He @ed while being rushed to the
“’-l-thle Hospital. Smith is held

the sup~

lnd”'ebcu.lr}'.

Homer Edson, chalrman of the mu-
| sic
| orsanization of the choirs, is foster- |
lmg the choral idea and behind

representatives in Washington.

There will be three great choirs at
the Sunday tabernacle—two wmixed
choruses and a male choir. Each
choir will have approximately 1600
singers. Already interest in the choir
organizations has become so pro-
nounced that approximately 1,50 men
yand women have - already enrolled
with Chairman Edson for choir No. 1.

About 1,06 singers have affiliated
with choir No, I. There Ila vet room
in the latter organization for altos,

tenors and bassos. No more sopranos

are needed. The committee has now

more of them than it can handle.
There is no difference in the quali-

CONTINUCED ON PAGE FOUR.

HUNS DRIVE ON
FOR BAGDAD

\Ful kenha; LaunchesOffen-
sive in Mesopotamia
Against British.

Special Cable tn The Washigton Herald and
New York Tribupe.)

London, Dec. 13.—Falkenhayn has
launched his long-expected counter
offensive against the British in Meso-
potamia. That is the interpretation
placed here on a Turkish official
statement received today reporting a
victory for the Ottoman forces north
of Bagdad.

The statement declares Gen. Mar-
shall’s British army is now in retreat
across the Diala and Edkem rivers,

closely pursued by the epnemy. De-
tajls of the action are not avallable,
as neither the text of the Turkish

communique nor any report from !he
British nder in M
s been received. But military

critics are agreed that the big army
of Germans and Turks which Falken-
hayn has been mobilizing in Aleppo
has now struck for the recapture of
Bagdad.

Germany Has Troops.

The scene of the present action is
probably some eighty on ninety miles
north of the city of the Caliphs. The
farthese advance-made by the Brit-
Ish troops under the late Gen. Maude
was attained on November 7, when
they occupied Tekrit, eighty-five miles
northwest of Bagdad, on the Tigris,
and pushed on some ten miles further
toward Rejash. They then stood ap-
proximately 125 miles south~of their
eventnal objective,- Mosul,

A few days befor the death of Gen.
Maude the British liens were with-
drawn from the territory north of
Tekeit.” which the perilous position of
their communication forbade holding.

Since that time no extensive actions
~had been reported up to today's state-
ment from Constantinople.

The capture of Jerusalem by Gen.
Allenby and the consequent blow to
German prestige and Turkish con-
fidence is believed to have hastened
the decision of Falkenhdyn “to strike
in Mesopotamia for the.regovery of
some of the- valuable tefritory lost
to the British.

A large victory on the Tigris would
offset in some measure the adverse
eftécts on both the Turkish and Ger-
man peoples of the fall of the Holy
City into British control, and Germany
new: has - the troops: to - a
m counter offensive here, as in

the West

comunittee having in charge the|

are some of the best known mum.'l

" L‘E-"nhﬁp}ho...—t_ eyl g

WOMEN DUPED
BY ‘508’ STORY
OF CAMP LIFE

Send Scores of Packages
and Letters to Pseudo
Soldier.

A soulful newspaper syndicate one
day ran a story with a pleture about
(name deleted by censor) at the
national army contonmnet at Chilli-
cothe, Ohlo. The story said he was
lonely, that he hadn't had a plece of
mail since he got to camp. Resuit—
the next day, nccording to the wail of
the Chillicothe, Ohio, postmaster,

-

got:
Twelve hundred letters.
Nineteen special dellvery letiers and
parcels,
- Fifty-four ordinary parcels,

Food Threwn Away.
And that ilsn't all. Postmaster Wolfe
looked this man up. He found that
he could neither read nor write, that
| he had been rejected for the army and
| was just hanging ground the camp,
'and-that nineteen soldiers helped him
| read his mail with all sorts of glee as
|to the sentimental women who had
ralltn for his reportorially displayed
rms, But got all the
mone}'\.hd stamps enclosed, and split
| the other treasures of food and cloth-
| Ing with his comrades.
| The Postmaster General made public

this story yesterday as a wafning
|qainsl. undue sympathy with the
boys in camp at Christmas time. He

reports that literally tons of food seut
to the camps for Thanksgiving had to
be destroyed by the men who received
it because they had no need of It, At
one camp 2,000 bags a day for three
days, mostly.food that had to be de-
stroyed, came in before Thanksgiving.

DIDJA SHIVER?
JUST KEEP ON

|Tl'le Weather Man Promises
. Washingtonians Whole

’ Lot of Discomfort.

] New superiatives to express near-
zero weather must be broughl jnto
use by Washingtonians if they are
to describe accurately the cutting at-
mospheric conditions promised todav
by the. Weather Bureau.
*Clearing and much colder’ is
phrase used to let residents in
National Capital know that they
to expect a little real winter,
cluding more or less snow, Tomor-
row, according to the Weather Bu-

reau, it will be *fair and colder.
with fresh northwesterly winds.*
Boyland had n big time last nizght
with its aleds and improvised truck
sleds and sliding banks, but Erown-
ups, as much as possihde, kept off
the streets.

All trains from the North and West
were reported from forty-five min-

the
the
Are

in-

utes to two hours late, with lesser
delays from other nearby points,

Trolley cars last night were few
and far between, and it was only
because of the speedy work of sweep-
ers that they were kept running.
Christmas rhoppers scemed to en-

ith- ENOW
Gale Drives Snow.

New York, Dec, 13.—Ohio was the
center of a blinding snowstorm which
| Was moving east and northeast over
| Western Pennsylvania and Eastern
New York tonight, with increasing
intensity. Exceptionally heavy snow-
fall was predicted tonight. It will
Elve way to Increasing cold in the
morning. A strong southwest wind
sccompanied the storm, which will
| Bradually become westerly with the
falling mercury, A 70-mile gale, ac-
com ed by blinding rain, is sweep-
ing the whole eastern Atlantic. As
the storm moves ecastward and the
Increasing cold comes, this rain is
expected to turn to snow.

GAS KILLS ONE;
ANOTHER DYING

Mr. and Mrs. Sacks, Aged
Couple, Accidentally
Asphyxiated.

Madeline Sacks, 50 years old, of 1500
Marion street northwest, is dead at
her home today and her husband,
John Sacks, 7, i3 near death at the
Emergency Hospital as the result of
iMuminating gas polsoning yesterday
from a jet which =ent forth a flow of
gas when a frozen meter began to
thaw some hours after the flame had
flickered out.

The old couple had lived together
in the above address for many years.
their feebleness making it necessary
for the meice of Mrs. Sacks, Mrs.
John G. Meinberg., to visit them daily
to make things comfortable for them.

Finds Aunt Dead.

When Mrs. Meinberg arrived yester-
dap -afternoon she found her aunt
dead and her. uncle unconsclous from
the fumes of escaping gas. She im-
medistely summoned the Emergency
Hospital ambulance, which removed
Mr. Sacks to the hospital.

Mrs. Meinberg found that gas was
escaping from the jet in the hall just
outside the old persons' living room.
She, declared last night that it had
always been customary for the old
couple to burn & light in the hall, and
that it was when she

30

=

: Apasy "~ \

Jjovethe keen tang which accompanied !

Summary of Cruier-B\a.ker Diq_:lule.

.

tests.

son renames Crozier as chief of

been tried in action.

States with machine guns.

out to the end.”

Replying last night to mmumy-o;ﬂm Crozier, Secretary
of War Baker assumed full responsibility for delay on machine gun

Disrggarding disclosures of ordnance shortages, President Wil-

Senate will hold up nppdnumnt pending outcome of probe.

Yesterday's hearing disclosed that:

Although $13,000,000 was appropriated for machine guns in
August, 1916, there was no gun adopted until June, 1917.

That the Browning machine gun, finally adopted, has never

That none of these guns has reached Pershing or training
camps and non€¢ will be delivered until next spring.

That rifle production has decreased from 10,000 to 5,000 a day.

That Great Britain and France are now supplying the United

Senator Chamberlain, following yesterday's disclosures before
his committee, would not comment further than to say:
“I think the investigation is a healthy one. It will be carried

ordnance.

WILSON SENDS
LANE 0 TELL
SURFRAGE VIEW

Sec. of Interior Addresses
“Convention in Favor of
Women's Vote.

Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the
Interior, spoke to the comvention of
the National American Woman Suf-
frage Association at Poli's Theater
last night as President Wilson's rep-
resentative.

Representative Jeannette Rankin and
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt also ad-
dressed the assemblage. Mrs. New-
ton D. Baker, w‘fe of the Secretary of
War, sang the “Recessional.”

Secretary Lane was introduced by
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, whe referred
to the pioneer days of Lha suffrage

movement, “when 1 always feit so
greatly honored to have a man behind
me to give respectaBilit ‘the cauge,’””

and contrasted the past with the pt
ent, with a member of the Cabinét
speaking from a suffrage platform.

Secretary Lare #aid: “'The fashion
has changed.”

Mesaage of Good W (IL

"l come tonight to spvak to you a
word of congratulation and of good
will from the first man of the Na-
tion,” he said. *"Dr. Shaw spoke of
having always been proud when she
had some man behind her to ‘give re-
spectability to the cause' What
Rreater honor can there be, what
Ereater pride can you tmnke than in
having behind you the man who is not
nlone the President of the United
States. but the foremost leader of lib-
cral thought throushout the world
To have such a man with you is to
have with vou the consclence, the
mind and the spirit of today and to-
morrow,"”

Prolonged and enthusiastic applause
grected these words. His every refer-
ence to the President and to the needs
of the nation was_met with applause,

Miss Rankin denounced the unfair-
ness of imposing upon married wom-
en the citizenship of their husbands,
whether forelgn or American

“We stand tonight so near victory,
after a seventy-vear struggle,” she
sail. “But we must not forgel that
there are other steps besides suffrage
necessary to complete the political
enfranchisement of American women.
They must learn that the government
Is8 an instrument which may be
changed to needs. There are many
laws which should be enacted.””

Talks to Congress.

Mrs. Catt's speech was in the
ture of an address tp Congress.
answer to the objection often afi-
vanced that “war time is not the
proper time to consider this ques-
tion.” Mrs. Catt reminded her andi-
ence Lhat two neutral countries—Ice-
land and Denmark—and three bellig-
erent counlrms_-—l.'nnnda, Russiz and
Great  Britain — have enfranchised
women during war time.

Among the proposed amendments to
the constitution of the National
Woman Suffrage Assoclation was one
which provided for *the expulsion
from membership of any affiliated or
associate member who fails to adhere
to the policies of the National Amer-
ican Woman Suffrage Association.”

This clause may be intended for use
against members who may affillate
with more radical organizations.

Sugar King’s Son Eats
But One Lump a Day

Bostgn, Dec. li—Howard Spreckels,
son of the California sugar king, has
limited his allowance of sugar to one
lump, it was revealed today. In an-
swer Lo an appeal from the editor of
the Harvard Illustrated to relieve the
sugar famine at the university,
Spreckels, who is now in California,
wired: *“T would if I could, but I am
::‘1?"8““!1; one lump.at. a sitting my-

na-
In

to buy a
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NEW CHAMPION
WOULD FATTEN
U. S, PAYROLL

Huddleston, of Alabama,
Proposes Ascending Scale
of Salaries for Clerks.

Representative Huddleston of Ala-
bama bobbed up yesterday as the new
champion of gSovernment employes.
He introduced a bill fer salary In-
creases with a schedule in advance of
those advocated by the representatives
of organized labor.

The Alabama member favors a seale

that makes these Increares: §1,200
grade, 25 per cent; $1.200 to $2,000, 20
per cent, and over 15 per cent.

The Federal pay roll is now occupy-
ing more attenmtion than any other
item In lellﬂluoh t\‘ol #trictly a war
Brownlow
:uluru.nr Irm Representative Sissons
of Mississippi L9 the caiise of n gen-
era] increade in wages for all District
Thé Misaissippi Repregent-
ative ix onm of the strict economists

of the Houn,'

Distriet Weorkers Meer.
Distiict employes, distinct from the
National Federal Employes' Union and

employes.

to consider an application for with-;

drawal from the main crganization

and operation under a zeparate chur-F

ter of the' American Federation of
bor

Jeseph H. Hurley, president of the
District branch, asserted that District
emploves are not paid as high sala-
ries as are Federal government em-
ployesa

“*“We do not all enjoy the Saturday
half holiday and many suffer from the
disadvantages of being on the per diem
roll,”” he said. “We feel our position
would be plainer before Congress if
we were affiliated with the National
organization of municipal employes
and the American Federation of La-
bor.™”

The board of representatives of the
Federal Employes Union will act upon
this questton at its meeting in Per-
petual bullding hall tonight.

Whether the board will vote satis-
faction with the existing & and 10 per
cent increases or vole to support the
scale—considerzbly larger—adopled by
the American Federation of Labor at
its recent convention, will be decided.

The scale czlls for increases of 25
per cent on salaries up to and in-
cluding $.20, from 351,200 to $1.50 15
per cent, from $1500 to $.000, 10 per
cent, and above 2,060 and including
$2,500, 5 per cent.

Another important question to be
discussed will be the broadening of
the scope of the organization's work
through affiliation with civic bodies.

John 8. Beach, president of the local
branch, says: "I belleve we should,
as an organization, participate active-
ly in civic affairs. The progress and
development of our city depend al-
most wholly upon the welfare and
prosperity of the government em-
ployes. Since there is no suffrage in
the District the only medium through
which we may participate in civic af-
fairs will be through the various citi-

zens' associations or the trade or-
ganizations. I shall reccommend that
a member of the unlon be designated
for membership on the board of trade,
the CH b of C rce and the
Federation of Citizens' Ascsociations.”

President Beach will find active op-
position many bers of the |
board who believe that the Federal|
Employes should confine their ac-
tivities with Congress and the gov-|
erning authorities ‘particulariy o
their own organization,
The representatives
labor have started to canvass the |
members of the House and s-enalc;
upon the salary increase and retire-
ment question and the preliminary re-
ports indicate that much of the op--
position which the government cm-
ployes were forced to confront at
the last session has vanished. A
number of members whoe werc most
active in the opposition last year
expressed the belief that the 5 and
10 per cent (ncreases now In force
should be maintained although non-
commital as to their attitude on
higher increases. 1

Secretary of Commerce Redfield in!
his annual report yesterday relterated '
that the government should increase
wages horizontally in all of his de-
partments,

Strike of All Trades '
Lasts Only 3 Hours

of organized

St. FPaul. Dec. 11-—The general
strike of all trades, involving 15,000
men, was called off this afterncon,
after a duration of only three hours.
The strike went into cffect at 10 and
the men werc ordered back l.cl work
jat 1 o'clock,

The strike was called ull follow-
ing notification to the union leaders

that President Wilson had_ordered a
izl melliation commission héaded

| the Tageblatt,

Bay. Mich

REDS ARREST
CADET PARTY
INPETROGRAD

Assert Constitutional Dem-
ocrats Are Aiding Cos-

sacks in Revolution.

Petrograd, Dec. 13.—The Bolshevik
governmenl today proclaimed ana
members of the Cadet (Constitutional
Democirat) party “enemies of the
yeople,” asserting they were aid-
ing the Cossacks in the counter-rov-
olution. Sccres of prominent Cadet
leaders Wwere arrested, including
Habokoff, Vinaver, Kutler, Roditcheft
and Countess Panin,

Berlin, Dec. 11.—Negotiations for an
armistic to replace the present truce
on the Russoc-Rumanian front began
today, an official statement an-
nounced.

London. Dec. 13 —Gen
forces have been
general himself wounded in the fight-
ing with Bolshevik troops between
Bielgorod and Sumy, according to
Bolshevik claims received here
day.

The dispatches insisted that caplure
of Korniloff and his entire turor cf
Cossacks was imminent. The
{ malist commander
rebels surrounded.

Refused Trlu..rt.

Other Petrograd dispatches reported |
\hat the railway union had refused to
transport Kaledines's re-ehtommnu
to his rebel colicague, Korniloff,

Previous advices from Russia had|

Kornilofl's

asserts he has me

asserted that in a battle at Mohilev |

the Cossacks had defeated the Bol-
shevik forces.

CONTINUED UN PAGE TWO

U. 5. ENGINEERS
SUFFER LOSS

Haig l.auds Their Gallantry!
But Regrets Deaths on

Western Front.

the advisory commitiee, mel last mlht' With the American Army in France,

Dec. 1Z—Details of the participation
of American army engineers in Gen.
Byng's recent drive at Cambral arve
contained in a letter just received by
Gen. Pershing from Field Marshal Sir
Douglas Haig, the British commandacr

in chief on the Western fromt. It
reads

“Idear Gen. Pershing

*I have much pleasure 1n forward-
ing herewith for your information a

copy of a report submitted to me by
Gen. Byng. commanding the Third
Eritish army. on the gallant conduct
of companies—{deleled) engineers, T,

. A. in and near Gouzcaucourt on
November 3.
1 desire to express 1o You my

| thanks and those of the British forces
iengageﬂ for

the prompt and valuable
assistance rendercd, and trust you
will convey to these gallant men how

much we all apprecmte the prompt
and moldierly readiness Lo assist in
what was for a time a difficult situa-
ton.

“I much regiet the loszes suffered

by theze companies

“Yours very truly,
“Iv. HAIG

HUNS DICTATE
PEACE TERMS

Not What Russm Thmks..

But Central Powers, Says
German Press.

Berne. Dvo. 10.—The first authorita-
tive outline l"[ Germany’'s attitude to-
ward peace with Russia is given in the
Berliner Tageblatt, an organ deriving

inspiration for its editorial articles
from the Berlin foreign office
The paper statez It is “quite possi- |

ble that Russia finds Germany unrea-
sonahle.” It adds that the guestion is!

not what the entente press thinks of|

the German terms. but what "1ho
stronger DDwei‘-' think of it, nddm,
boastfully, *“and the -(ron‘er powers
are Germany and Austria.’

“If the Russians thought,”" continued
“that thd Germans |
would simply shake hands and pay the |
freight they are mistaken. But if|
they are practical and deal with facts'
they will see that A order to arrive
at peace they must give their :mm\
certain guarantees which it & onl)
just te demand.

Want Guarantees.

““The question of the cession of ler- |
.rlturlea has already

been answered
by the German and Austrian states-
men. Direct territorial cessions wili
not be demanded, but necessary guar-
antees will be asked to avoid, as
far as it is possible. future conflicts.
“In Poland. in Lithuania and in
the Baltic pruvinces, there have been
formed, with sthe approval of the
German and Austrian governments,
national committees which are (ree
to make their volces heard.”

'Another Survivor Is

Reported by Sims

Admiral Sim= reported to the Navy
Department last night the up
of another surviver from the UU, 8, S,
destroyer Jacob Jores by a Ger-

uum-l.-mw“uam

man submarine, The survivor's name l

defeated and the |

'BRITISH SHATTER TWO
BIG GERMAN ATTACKS;
ENEMY. GAINS IN THIRD

'Prussians Pay Frightful Price for Obliterated
. Trenches Near Bullecourt; Struggle Con-

g tinues with Unabated Fury.

n

London, Dec. 13.—Three attacks were made by the Germans in
{yesterday's big battle, the war office reports. The first two were re-
1‘,‘].“1 .
BRITISH TRENCHES OBLITERATED.

t At the third attempt the enemy penetrated the obliterated British
{trenches at the apex of the angle in the British lines near Bullecourt.

| Local fighting continued until late in the evening without changing
,the shuation.

Active artillery fighting is in progress along the whole French front,
[the Paris war office announced today.

U-BOAT COUP 557
O FOR BEATEN |
WITH U. 5. AID

Masscd Attacks.

mass Attack was made
v the Germans against the elbow in
{the bend of the British line between
Bullecourt and Queant (about 1ten
miles west of Cambrail, says the
leuter correapondent at British head-
sarters in France. Their intention

sheer weight of numbers.

Az in thelr previous atiempt 1o
wreck the Cambraj salient, the Gere
mans lost heavily in the enterprise,
the British mowing them down W
| machine gun and rific fire in the fight-

N - o ing. The spot chosen for the atiack
’H!gh N.v‘l Autimr“y Q“o!_ wax similar, from a strategic stand-
i " | peint, to that near Gonnelieu, whers

= i L the offensive of a fgrinight ago be=
ed as saylng Aules Slnk gan, and, had it succceded. another

retirement by the British on the Cam-
brai sector probably woulf have been
necessary.

Heayy Bombardment.
“The text of today's Britigh ofcial

More Than Are Built.

[ London. Dec. 13i—Asserting that a|

German submarine offensive of the

Ereatest possible magnitude had ®E-| statement follows.

nally failed, a high naval authority| “sccounts on the fighting yester-

n.kl today that if the United sutu“., In the vicinity of Bullecourt show
nd England spur on their shipbuild-| ypgs two attacks were made by the

ln; eflorts the allies, wilhmam.ts- Germams a* dawn, after & heasy

urable time.” will be able to Iaunchi renyratary bombardment. The first
more tonmage than the German U- g, gelivered from the morth aginst

“ﬂ to overwhelm their opponents b¥

boats destrox.

It is also reasonable to expect, sc-
cording to this naval authority, that)
.the German submersmibles are being
sunk faster than they can be buiit
Much, however, still depénds on Amer-
ican shipbuilders. whether the new
tonnage can keep abreast and ahead|

the sinkings. and, also, if
| the naval measures continue to im-
| prove as it is reasonable 1o ex-
pect. that U-boats are being sunk
faster than the Germans are able
‘10 build them, and that the German
I U-boat flert iz steadily
..u.\

| “Much sull depends on \rr;eruan
|

exceding

shipbuilding, but as (-m'_-ouuagémnmln
puttiag their effort
1mm that work. it may be said with
confidence that the allled navies are
e the U-boat."

those who are

hand

‘German Airmen Bomb
American Engineers
On Western Front

1

| hind the British lines had been bomb-
| ed by German airmen and that some
[o: them had been killed. At an early
{ hour this morning, however. the de-
| partment was still without details
| as to the number and character of
| the casualties

Though the department has no offi- |

cial information, it is presumed that
the men are of the same units whose
Iﬁxhting at Cambrai brought praise
from Sir Douglas Haig.
commander-in-chicf

RED GROSS AID
'REACHES ITALY

'American Ambulances Will
Start for Frort Today.
Celebration Planned.

The first two sections of Lthe Ameri-
can Red Cross ambulance s'rvice in
the Italian army will go to the front

today. Announcemnt to this effecy
was made last night by the Red
Cross, following the receipt of a

cablegram from Rome.

dwindiing |
|

| The War Department last night got1
Tu report that American engineers be-

the British |

| our positions in the Hindenburg line
immediately ecast of Bullecourt. and
| the other in a wider front from the
£ | northeast and east against the angle
formed by our trench lints south
of Riencourt-Lez-Cagnicourt Both
T“ere repulsed with heavyv loss to the

STEmd
of that cestroyed i O
Shortly afte another attack waws
. g -
Tg;em;:;m-:"::;l “:zid",‘_,_ sub- | made on the latter fromt and partics
mavines at work le has aclually i©f the enemy penetrated our oblii-
S = enches =t - - T The
been attempiing a submarine offensive ! €rated T”l-‘ .-t" at 1:\ '-'_*l"\‘_ of th
of the greatest possible magnitude in ANEiC our-ong, A h“ Sy
an effort to reinforce hi:s offensive on | who reached our trenches at othe
land. He is trying o bring off a ' ponts were killed or taken prison-
{ coup which will Incline us to peace rers. Local fighting continued all dav
| “He has failed siznally on sea and and late in the cvening e S
land and he has had to pay a heavy iportion of a trench which th
price. Our counter measures &re €0 had obtsined s footing, but
meeting with increased success, and “‘_”‘0""-' change m ?'\":L!lh--h
the enemy will experience constantly A h<;5t!.h- !nllr.‘l‘mn’ .-n-‘:\‘m‘hz_: ;--
increasing difficully in maintaining ‘;):"‘Mr ':i."“": 86 8La .U"!""" ”“‘
his campaign 7 a8 o ot gy
“If the shipbuilding eforts cam lwlt' '”rm’_f':""'“ il s Ml ol it
properly spurred on in Encland and | :_n’i"" }O.'._ub'-k: _patrol encounter
America, the allles will be sble 10 ol nne
eay within a measurable time that French S“mash Rald.
tonnage {= being launched at a ralri Today's French communique reads:

Along the whgle front the artllesy
ion both smides i= showing a moderate
|d(¢rae of activiiy

| "We repulged & raid in =trength un-
dertaken by the enemy in Cauriersg
wood

“From [\r--omh-'-r to 11 nine Gere

CONTIND LD ON PAGE TWO.

FRESH TROOPS
FACE ITALIANS

Germans from the Russian
Front Join in Fighting on
Heights of Alps

Northern
Burlow a
have Ausd
and Bohemians Field
I Marshal onrad Hoectzendor!
Ia serics of heavy assaults during the

i lialkan Headquarters
;Ilni\‘

| German

n

Liec 3.—Gen,  von

troops wined the

| trians under

von m

| past two days between the RBrenia
and Piave just morth of Monte
}lilam-a.
| The fighting has been severe and
;has been attended by Inrge losses,
Ibut in the main the Italian line has
| been sustmined with one slight in-
‘dentation st Monte Spinoncia, where
{the enemy secured a temporary foot-
rhr,ld which is still being contested
bitterly

Artillery pieparation carly yesters
day was followed by Infantry rushes,
with the Austrians on the right and
the Germans on the left. The Fourth
Austrian division, on the right, had
a number of Bohemian regiments
the front line These were frosh
from the RussosGalician front

Megain P..ltilrn.

A desperate struggic wemM on around
Col Beretta, where the Ausirians were
alded by enflladed fire from batteries
on the west bank of the Brenta River
in positions established when the lines
were reformed last week, For sqme
time the Beretta positions were in the

be held in dedicating tne ambulances
to the service of the Ttalian army,
; says the dispatch, stress be'ng !ald on

thrwth the

of the Army corps at Milan wiy at-
tend the exercises. th other bign

In anticipation of the evegt. the
ty of Milan !n Ihe scene S groot
thusiasm, 1 ies wiil | hand

. |on the Big Izonzo offensive

of the enemy, bul a brilliant
counter attack has restored neariy all
the ltalian possessions

German reserve forces were engaged
for the first tinge since they were used
The fight-
ing was bloody around Monte Spinon-
cia and Col Orso (Bear Hill), with ihe
enemy gaining a foothold.

The result of the tweo dave' fighting

has mnol advanced iactically the
encmy's positions leading toward the
Venetian plaing, which ia Hls real aim,




