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REDUCED PROFITS CAUSE
OF SUGARKING'SATTACK,

 SAYS HERBERT HOOVER

Food Administrator Makes Reply to Spreckels’
- Charges Holding War Committee Respon-
sible for Shortage of Sweets.

Herbert C. Hoover, Food Administrator, replied last night to the,
charges of Claus A. Spreckels, president of the Federal Sugar Refining
Company, that the food administration was hand in glove with the Sugari

Trust.

The reply came at the close of sensational testimony given yester- |

day before the Senate investigating committee by Spreckels.

Denles Spreckels” Stat

Adding another count to the indict-
ment he has drawn up against

affilintion with the Food Administra-
tion to bring pressure to bear of the
government to drop its dissolution suilt
akainst the trust.

Earl A. Babst, president of the
American Sugar Refining Company, |
which Spreckels refers to as

“wrust,” gave the direct lie to u part
of Spreckels’ testimony,

£ =it BAKER FORMS
WAR COUNCIL

|

the |

though ad- |

IN HIS OFFICE

mitting that he had asked Spreckeis!

whether he, Spreckels,
with other refiners n auggesting that
the suit be dropped.

Spreckels startled the committee with
declaration that George M. Rolph,
4 through his connection with the Cali-|

fornla-Hawsaii Sugar Company and
the American Sugar Rerining

high price on Cuban sugar. This price

was set at .8 f. o. b. Cuba, when| announced

the crop was abnormally large, he
said. The average price for the last
ten years was about $2.45. By paying
a higher price for the Cuban sugar,
Spreckels charged. the Sugar Trust
was able to raise the level of the beet
sugar which it controlled.

Their total profit on the deal was
approximately 363,000,000, he asserted,
and the sugar division of the Food Ad-

ministration was partly responsible,
in that it helped to fix the Cuban
price

Every member of the Food Admin-
istration, It i8 now indicated, will be
put on the stand. Babst will testify
Monday.

Hoover's Reply.

The statcment by Mr

lows:

“Anything T have to say to Mr
Spreckela” atatements will

in due time to the commiltee.

“It requires neo proof from me to
czlablish that Mr., Spreckels, a lead-
iag sugar refiner, is sore st the Food
Administration. and woul like to

see it destroyed. [ realize that Mr,

Spreckels’ balance sheet will not look,

=c good next Year a5 Jast, for re-
™ finers' profits have been regulated.
thermore. his balance sheet would
looked better this year if the
of August hagd not been

CONTISUED ON PAGE EIGHT.
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COAL FAMINE
FACES GOTHAN

would jein |

Com- |
pany. profited immensely by setting a

JAP INVASION

'Secretary Plans to Use Ex-

| perience Gained by

Americans Overseas.

Secretary of War Baker last night
the formation of a war
| counci]l within the War Department to
coordinate all supplies for the armies
in the <eld.

The council will consist of Secretary
of War Baker, Acting Assistant
Secrelary Crowel, Maj. Gen. Tasker
H. Bliss, chief of staff, and Maj. Gens.
Henry G. SBharpe, quartermaster gen-
eral; Erasmus Weaver, chief of Coast
Artillery; Willlam Crosler, chief of
ordnance, and Enoch H. Crowder, pro-
vost marshal general.

The announcement reads:

Text of Statement.
“Flans which have been under
consideration for some weeks were
consummated in & general order is-

Hoover fol- |Sued today creating a war counecil

within the War Department.

At the
outset the council

consists of the

be smid | Seeretary of War, the Assistant Sec-

;‘et?rrcat War, the Chief of Swafr,

aj. en. Henry C. Sha gu.
Gen. Erasmus M. Wadver, gi.'j. Gen.
William Crozier, and Maj. Gen.
Enoch H. Crewder. The purpose of
the council is %o oversee and co-
eordinate all matters of supply of
our fleld armies and the military re-
lationa between the armies in the
field and the War Department. The
council will act through the Chief
of Staff and will be provided suit-

COXTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT.

IS CRITICISED

Poor Families Seek Fuel n | London Displeased with Ac-

Vain as Pneumonia
Increases.

York, Deec. 16 —New
bBurning its last lump of coul
1aces the unless immediate re-
lLief is forihcominz. Little hope was
given by Federal Fuel Administrator
Garfield, who has turned the problem
of supplying the city over to Albert M,

New York

Famine

is

city

Wiggins, sState admini=trator.

More thun 125 schools will be torced |
10 close within a few days unless re-
lief is rececived, Epecial arrangements |
are being mode to furnish hospitals

Wwith eunouzh to warm the buildings

out of the rapidly dwindling auppl}-_

on hand.

Thousands* of poor (amilies, depen-
dent entirely upon day-to-day s=up-
plies, were refused coal teday and
guffering from the cold i increasing.

Appeals to dealers went unanswered
all day and scores of down-town husi-
ness bulldipgs and apartment houses
will be in serlous plight if tha fa-

mine continues,
Big Paneumonia Incresse.
A force of men was sent to New

Jersey terminals, where it is reported
that there are thousands of tons of
coal originally intended for New
York loaded cn cars which are frozen
to the siding. It js hoped that this
supply, or a part of it, will reach
here tomorrow, but that will only
partly relieve the situation.

Two hundred and sixty-three deaths
caused by pneumofila were reported
for the week, an Increase of forty-
three over the week previous. Thirty-
seven deaths were reported for the
twenty-four hours ending at noon w
day.

AND HONORS
HEROES OF MARNE

Ling and Queen and American Am-
bassador Attend Celebration.

pecial Cable to Washington Herald
and New Yeork Tribune. '
London, Dec, 15.—The retreat from
ons and the battle of the Marne
nquestionably made uwp the main
ents, the first seven divisions of the
¢ men who fought through those
yents, th first seven divisions of the
ritish army who threw their bodies
the path of the Prussian jugger-
ut, making 1 human wall for civi-
intion against German kultur, |iving
gt dead, received the homage of
pgland today. .
Seven hundred survivors of those
rallant- troops - who sailed awa™ in
\ugust, 1914. and saved Europe, r.opre-
mnting all] but five units of the first
‘even divislons, altended a great
‘ommemoration =ervice fin  Albert
Fall, where shell-torn banner of regi-
nts “:hed over the heads of a tre-
w -
umm- rong which packed the au
The King and Queen and members
'f the roya) family and the govern-

1
|
|

meul. and represcntatives of 'the ki-
; ineluding the American ambassa-
; ; N £

tion from Diplomatic
Viewpoint.

By ARTHUR S, DRAPER.

Special Cable te Washingto:
and New York 'I':l.b-:e.ueﬂu

London, Dec. L.—Coming as it does
at a time when America is looked

upon as the last resort to join the |

unwieldy forces of Russia once more
to the allied cause, the Japanese oc-
cupation of Viadivostok, reported here
to have been effected “in agreement
with Americans,” & a distinctly un-
fortunate move from the diplomatic
point of view

Russians here say will have an
undesirable effect in Russia, where
there is a strong feeling that Japan
is hostile and England |s unsympa-

thetie, but the United States friendly
and symypathetic

As a military measure, it is agreed
hére it may have been necessary. No
official statement on the  occupation
s forthcoming here.

BRITISH PUSH ON
PAST JERUSALEM

Gen. Allenby Announces Capture
of 140 Prisoners.

it

London,
Jerusalem
althoyzh the miltary critics' week-

Dec. 15.—The conquest of

end summarics say it was one of tha
war's most Important political vie-
toriea,

_Meanwhllr Gen. Allenby [s not stop-
Ping with his success and is extend-

inz his lines northeast of the Holy!

City. Today's report annoupced the
capture of 1% prisoners In the opera-
tions further north of Jerusalem.

Outside of the capture of the Turk-
ish stronghold the week's fighting has
not produced any appreciable results,
militarily or politically, sufficient to
change the situation.

STEPHEN ROACHE DEAD.
Port Chester, N. Y.,
Stephen W. Roache, an officer of the
Morgan Iron Works, New York is
dead in Marrison, N. Y. He was 8
vears old. He was born in New York
City, and was a member of the Union
League Club, Larchment Yacht Club,
commodore _of the Manhassett Bay
Yacht Club®ind one of the or i

Dec. 15—

ON, D. C. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1917. -

WHERE WILL GERMANY STRIKE?

l

|
|
|
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RUSS PACIFIST
UNDER ARREST
 ASSPY FOR HON

Principal in Peace Parley in
Custody; Constituent
Assembly Fizzles.

Special Cable to Washi on Herald
~ and New York Tribume.

Petrograd, Dec. 15.—Schneer, one of
the three delegates of the Bolsheviki
who conferred in the truce conference
between Germany and Russia, has
been arrested as a spy by the Bol-
sevikl party.

A Jewish newspaper man, Drapkin,
has been apointed by the Bolsheviki
governmeént as manager of all offices
connected with the constituent assem-
bly.

Assembly Fissles Out.

The constituent assembly is consid-
ered a fizzle and the public is depress-
ed. The reasons given for the exist-
ing conditions are that delegates re-
fused to apply for certificates to the

izsi a inted by the Bol-
sheviki because they wouldn't rec-
ognize the authority of the Bolsheviki.

Most of the members of the liberal
party, known as cadets, or constitu-
tlonal Democrats, abstained from ap-
plying for certificates for fear of per-
secution. They gencrally feared to
appear in Petrograd. .

As for the Bolsheviki delegates
themselves, they are rather opposed
to the converrtion at this time, and
2% a result the assembly was al-
tended by a mere handfwl of dele-
Eates,

Taeretelll, one of the leaders
the Modern Soclalist party, s
rerted seriously ill.

Drunken Mobs Pillage.

In spite of the strict order against
the sale of liquor, many of the pop-
uiation are in a state of intoxica-
tion, Stores and shops are being
pillaged here and many persons have
teen wounded by drunken mobs,

‘A rallroad accident occurred near
the capital in which were killed
! ninety-three men,

Boldiers of the Bolsheviki have dis-
| persed the board of aldermen of tha
lelty of Nizhnl-Novgorod,

of
re-

(GANADIANS CONCLUDE
BITTER CAMPAIGNING

Union Government’s Victory Fore-
Cast, with Lourier Contesting.

Special to The Washington Herall.

Montreal. Dec. 15.—Campaigning 1In
the most bitterly fought election Can-
ada has known since confederation
finished up today. Most of the Lig po-
litical meetings were held last night,
leaving Saturday to complete prepa-
rations for Monlay's polling,

Win-the-war workers are sanguine
of the return of the union government
by a majority of 30 to 40 seats, but by
a coincidence the latest Laurier esti-
mate splits these figures, forecasting
a majority of thrirty-five for the Lib-
erals. What 13 certain to happen is
that all the provinces except Quebec,
and possibly Alberta, where there is a
strong American apd (ierman pacitist
population, will give the Unionlsts a

.Ih!;r majority. Quebec is almost evenly
I8 already forgotten here, idivided on race lines, 8 per cént of the

English-speaking voters favoring the
Unionists, while an even larger per-
centage of French Canadians are ex-
pected to vote for Laurier,

Liberals have the lead In the ac-
clamations, which were raized to
twenty-six today by the withdrawal
of Raoul Jasmin, independent candi-
date. J. C. Ethier, Liberal and former
member, was elected, Ten Unionists
and sixteen Liberals have been elect-
ed by acclamation, eleven of the latter
being in Quebec,

GOVERNOR APPEALS
AGAIN FOR COAL

Ohio Executive Says Factories May
Be Closed by Fuel Famine.

Columbus, 0., Dec. 15,—Armed with
a telegram from Cleveland stating

of the Lambs' Club,

Seditious Published.
Petrograd, Dec. 15.—The letter to the
one-time Tsar of Russia which led
to the exiling of Gen. Gurko, former-
A gy e G I BT
m just been pub-
lished here. Its chief offense lay in
the fact that Gen. Gurko expresses
the bellef that Russia, after a tria]

demoerncy, will

ita Jawful m

lurn tow

that schools, itals and other utfl-
ities would ‘F forced to closd unless
coal arrives 'immediately, Gov. Cox

today appealed to the Federnl au-
thorities for a priority ovder for coal
shipments to the city. Gov. Cox de-
clared that 100,000 men would be
thrown out of work and hundreds of
large, manufactu plants would be
shut down if ‘amine’ continues.
Many plants affected are working

on Mm_n::t eo?.l.muh. Gl;: Coxf
announced woul Invi-
Atation of Senator R au-r be-

) 14 v .& .. J

'y
-
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This map shows the whole West-

HOUSE, INT.§.
AGATN, SAYS
BIG SUCCESS

Head of American Mission
Reports Conference
Cemented Allies.

TWO CENTS

ALLIES FORCED TO TAKE
DEFENSIVE BY SURPRISE
BLOW IN YPRES SALIENT

.

An Atlantic Port, Dec. 15.—Peace
was never discussed at the interallied

together the allied Nations for the
vigorous prosecution of the war, de-
clared Col, E. M. House, head of the
American mission, on his arrival here
tonight.

“Before the conference co-ordination
was not going on well, but we are now
all working together. We got to-
gether principally on the economic
situation, the embargo on shipments
to neutral countries, food and finance.
Peace was never mentioned in any of
our meetings or conferences, either in
Paris or at the meeting of the supreme

ar council in Versailles,” Col. House
said.

The governments must ratify all
action taken at the Paris conference.
The formation of the naval confer-
ence, announced yesterday from
Washington, was one of the accom-
plishments, Col. House said.

1

TRASH, SAYS GEF
REGARDING WILSON'S ADDRESS

\MAN PRESS,

',‘_-.u

Calls President Opportunist and Leader of
Kaiser’s Enemies—Admit American
Masses Support Him.

to the advocates of democracy.
Text Heavily Censored.

text as circulated by Wolff"s
Agency I= s0 heavily censored
the Fraokfurter Zeitung pro-
tests to Richard Kuenhlmann, secre-
tary of foreign aflairs, saying he
shoull make an immediate reform in
this direction. President Wilson Is
called an opportunist.

He is charged with gross ignorance
of German political conditions. He
is accused of being actuated by im-
perialistic motives, namely the eco-
nomic dominance of Europe and the
rest of the world. He i5 admitted to
be the leader of Germany's enemies.
From the government inspired Nord-
deutsche Allgemeine to the Socialist

The
News
that

Vorwaerts fincluding the Catholie
organ, Germania and the Progres-
sive Frankfurter Zeitung. there is
not a single newspaper which finds

any word of the President’s specch to
which to give indorsement,

But it is plainly evident in every
editorial that there Is a strong feel-
ing in Germany that the American
people are supporting the President:
that the United States is an “uncom-
promising enemy"” and that. as the
Koelnische Zeitung remarks “the
trash thai Wilson =ays about us Is
believed by the masses in America
and we must reckon with that fact.”

This growing respect for America
is all the more remarkable when
it is remembered that the military
outlook in Germany has suddenly
Lecome more and more favorable, In
contrust with the contempt shown
ngainst America a. few months back,
tiis change is significant bf the in-
crease seriousness of Germany to-
ward the quesTion of making peace

By ARTHUR 5. DRAPER.
Specin]l Cable to The Washington Herald and New York Tribuse.
Londoh. Dec. 15.—The German press expresses general dissatisfac-
tion with President Wilson's address to Congress, even such Socialist
newspapers as Vorwaerts and Volksstimme considering it a valuable
weapon for the reactionary elements and declaring it a discouragement

wilh the couniry which is fighting
for idvals and nol territorial aggran-
dizement. There are two points made
in nll German editorisls and both
covered in the following extract from
the Muenchener Neueste Nachrich-
ten:

“President Wilson's atiempt to
draw the line between the German
autocratic government and the peace-
ful German people is hypocritical.
Hies assertion that America is fight-
ing for emAncipation of Germany is
a grotesque untruth, His accusa-
tion that the rulers of Germany have
destroved the of the world ig
rash in the face of the disclosures
of the Russian secret documents.”

Austrian Comment.

Some Austrian comment is extreme-
iy bitter, especially that of the Vi-
enna Neue Frele Presses:

“President Wilson's speech pretends
to he a ray of hope at this critical|
time in the entente policy, but it is a|
bluff. His speech under a cloak of|
virtue is full of disgusting insuylts to
Germany and of contradictions. His
demand that the war shall not end
with acts of vengemuce is pure irony.
as he speaks in the same breath of
the exclusion of the German people
from the soclety of nations,

“If America wants to liberate some-
thing let it liberate its allies from its
own domination and liberates itself
from autocratic Wilson, who is worse
than any European prince. !

“The mutual respect of Germany |
and Austria for each other cannot be
changed. The statement of Count
Czernin, Austrian minister of foreign
affairs, that wmonarchy fights for
Strassburg as well 'as Trieste is spoken
from the people’'s heart,””

DIPLOMAT STRICKEN
IN HOTEL LOBBY

After Writing Letter to, Friend.

James® F. Stutesman, 7. former
Minister to Bolivia, fell cead Into
the arms of former mayor of Mil-

waukee, D. 8. Ros=e, in the writing
room of the New Ebbitt Hotel ves-
terday afternoon, after finishing a
letter to a friend, Heart fallure is as-
cribed as the cause of death. His
home was in Peru, Ind.

Stutesman. was aesistant manager
of the last Republican National con-
wention campaign at the Chicago
headquarters. He was a member of
the State Legislature of Indlana
some years ago and came to Wash-
ington to practice law in 1811

He had just concluded a speaking
tour of the South where he had been
lecturing on food conservation in the
interests of the Food Administration.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Jessie Stutesman, who is at present
with relatives in Crawfordsville, In-
diana.

Mr. Stutesman had been for many
vears & personal friend of Viee Presi-
dent Marshall, graduating with him
from Wabash University in 1884

Funeral arrangements have not been
completed. The body will be shipped
to Perp, Ind.

- PRESIDENT TO BE EXILED.
Lisbon, Duc—l_i:-’.l_"hc newly estab-

lished revolutionary govesnment has

to send the deposed President

James F. Stutesman Drops Dead

GERARD TELLS OF
HUN BRUTALITIES

Describes to Lawyers Scenes Wit-
nessed While Abroad.

Special to The Washington Herald.

New York, Dec. 15.—Justice James
W. Gerard., former Ambassador to
Germany, who was the guest of
honor at a luncheon tendered him by
the Lawyers’ Club this afternoon,
took the 750 members and their
guests present into his confidence
and described in intimate detail
many of the atrocities he saw prac-
ticed by the Germans. To match the
deeds of the Germans, the speaker
declared one would have to go back
to the days of the Medes and Per-
siane, and he wesn't certain that
even then a balance would be found.

The treatment of Irishmen who were
prisoners of war and of Belgian wom-
en and girls who fell into the clutches
of the Germans, Judge Gerard declared
to be unspeakably revelting When
every effort to induce the Irishmen to
betray the British empire falled, said
the former Ambassador, many were
made drunk, and when they became
disorderly, were shot down by thelr
German guards,

“The treatment of the girls and
women of Belgium,” said the speaker,
‘‘was even worse. With my own eyes
I have seen them working in the flelds
and housed in shacks with common
soldiers. The men of Belgium were
treated with similar brutality, It is
unfortunate that the old we
were wont to love Is a thing of the

Gen. Bliss Returns.

The supreme war council is now
permanent body. America is entitled
to represeniation if it is desired. Gen.
Bliss, chief of staff and member of
the American mission, returned witn
Col. House and will make a report of
the work of the war council to Secre-

tary Baker. Col. House will arrive in
Washinglon Monday o report to
President Wilson on the work of the
i mission. !

“I will report that it was a com-
plete success,” Col. House said m-]
night. {

“'We have brought things to a focus
The interallied conference began No-
vember 29. We held just three general
meetings. All the rest of the work was
done by committees. There were rep-
resentatives of all of the nations now
at war with the Central Powers pres-
ent. including Japan, Greece, China
and some of the free states of Africa.
The governments sent the most able
men for the work. They were special-
isis, every one of them. in some way.

They were accordingly Egrouped in
committees which facilitated the
work.”

When asked whether war sims were
discussed Col. House said:

“War alms were not touched upon
s0 far as this country ls concerned
because 1 would not discuss them.'

May Net Go Back.

The entire American mission. with
the exceptions of Crosby and Taylor,
returned with Col. House. Those two
men will arrive soon, he zaid. Ad-
miral Benton and yen Blhss  will
make separate reports to the War and
Navy Departments,

When asked whether
again return to Europe,
said:

““That depends entirely upoen
decision of President Wilson. How-
ever, I do not expect to be sent back.™

“Gen. Pershing has a difficult task.”
said Col. House, “but be is doing it
very well. While in France T visited
the American camps and the men are
now in the best of condition and will
be ready to fight whgn the Ume
comes. And rhey know how 1o fighl,
Both Pershinz and Admiral Sims are
wel] liked by all the naval and mili-

he

Col. House

the

tary experts in Europe snd Ameri-
can interests up» almost paramount.”

*“The morale of the people in the
allied countriez of Europe is splen-
did. Even the French pacifists are
compelled to admit that the moraie
was never oeiter than now.”

Col. House pnid high tribute to the
other members of the American mis-
sion and gave out for publication
the following statement:

“1l wish 1o record my apprecia-
tion of the individual work of the
men of this mission. Whatever suc-
cess it has had as a force for good
is due them. In all my experience

with men I have never known better
or more inteilizent team work.

WEATHER MAN BATS
1000 AS PROPHET

“Fair and Continued Cold” Predic-
tion Ends His Perfect Week.

Our lacal weather forecaster wound
up his week's work with a perfect
recocd

He guessed the fifty-seven varieties
of weather handed out to Washing-

ton in the past scven days without
a slip.

Those with emply coal bins will
not find much comfort in his latest
prediction, It 15 fair and continued
cold for today and tomorrow, with

light Westerly winds,

If some inventive genius would de-
vise a method of using ice for fuel
he could reap a fortune. The Poto-
mac is frozen over and there is a
thickness of several inches on the
Tidal Basin that will be available for
skaters if somebody will remove the
blanket of snow that coverg it.

The mercury stopped going down
in the bulb when the figure 11 was
reached at 8§ A m., yesterday morn-

ing. A moderation of § degrces was
noted until § p. m., when It started
to tumble again and registered 12
above zero.

-
Endeavoring to Supply
- -
Shipyards with Coal

Exiraordinary efforts to supply coal
to ship yards in Ohio and Michigan
where Emergency Fleet Corporation
vessels are being built, are being made
by the United States Fuel Administra-
tion. '

The ation last
night following a conference with
representatives of the American Ship-
building Company, which has yards in
Cleveland and Lorain, Ohio, and De-
troit, Mich., that the co-eperation of
the shipping board and the car ser-
vice bureau had been listed and

war council in Paris which cemented

| front.

would |

HW( Hurls Force Against Polderhoek
Chateau; Also Raids Trenches Near Pren-
ville; Italians Lose 3,000 Prisoners.

’

Special Cable (o The Washington

London, Dec. 15.—The Allies

yesterday in the form of a surprise a

about 300 yards of front lines,

By FRANK W. GETTY.

Herald and New \'ol_t Trikune.
are on the defensive on the west

I am informed there is reason to fear this will be the state of
things throughout the winter. Hindenburg's second “feeler”—delivered

ttack on the Ypres salient, north of

the Ypres Menin road—resulted in the enemy obtaining ‘possession of

PREMIER STIRS
BRITISH PUBLIC
. BY WAR TALK

!Livcly Debate in Parliament|

. Presage of Excitement
Still to Come.

By FRANMNK W. GETTY,
Specinl Cable te Waskington Herald
and New Yerk Tribume.
London, Dec. 15.—Instead of solidi-
f3ing the nation, Lloyd George has
succeeded in drawing a sharper line
of distinction hetween the two schools
Inf thought, if the comments on his
| Speech may be taken as indicative of |

{ the whole country’s feeling.
i Perhaps this i# an advantage, for
it is better w0 have two opposite
|camps than three, the third of which
is composed of a muzwump aggrega-
tion.
| Al the Northcliffe orzans hail the
Premier's utterance as a strong tonic
| calculated to inspire the people for
| the great task mow confronting them. |
ISo do the Morning FPost and the
| Globe, bLut the Daily News, Evening
|:~;tu and Manchester Guardian find |
| little or mothing in it with which they |
are in agreement
Is Liwvely. |

A lively little debate in Pariiament |
, Friday., which revolved around the
| question of war gime and =iy Edward
Carson’s war progrign furnisned a
hint of what may be cxpected of the |
real discussion Wednesda)y, when an
effort will be mide to commit the
government on its war policy is
almost a certainty next week

CONTINUED ON PAGE LIGHT
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KAISER PLANS |
* PEACE OFFER

lin Foreshadowed in

Near Future.

London, Dec. 15.—A “final offer of
peace” frumn the Kaiser was fore-
shadowed In an unofficial dispatch

from Berlin today. It was said that |
the Emperor intended to make such
an offer in his forthcoming Christ-
mas message and would add that
responeibility for further bloodshed
would rest upon the allies |

From the western allies the offer
will receive a flat turn-down. Pre-
mier Lloyd George will relterate in
Parliament next Thursday his latest
speech, in which he declared em-
phaticcally that only victory can
bring about a secure and lasting
peace. |

With her maximum military
strength assembled in the west, Ger- |
| many Is intoxicated with the tri-
umphant feeling that a military vic-
tory can be gained within the near
future, either during the winter or
in spring. |

Even a victory in the West, sven L3
peace that might appear more or less |
a “Germun peace,” would not bring |
| back the millions that have been kill-
ed or invallded. would not revive the
flower of the Empirc's man power,
nor save what is left to fight the in-
dustrial war of recomstruction. Much
as Hindenburg and Ludendorfl and
the Kaiser's helr might wish to dem-
onstrate the truth of their oft re-
peated boast that once Germany has
her hands free and is nol compelled to]
fight in the "“front and back door at
the same time” she can conquer her
Western foes, the Emperor himself, it
is believed by those who have studied
him. would far rather force peace by
a mere threat and save hiz house, his
prestige and peace within the father-
land,

GEORGIA EXEMPTION
BOARD IS REMOVED

Claim Made That Whites Were
Given Preference Over Negroes.

Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 15—The entire
board of exemptions of Fulton County
outside of Atlanta was removed from
office late today upon complaint of
Adjt. Gen, Crowder at Washington
that the board was applying the ex-
emption rules more stringently te ne-
groes than to whites,

Gen. Crowder's complaint stated
that several negroes had been refused

that the government was using every
means at command to got coal to keep
the construction gbing. The msain dif-
ficulty is transportation,

Says Trooos Have Blankets.
Quartermaster Gen. Sharpe has ad-
| vised Secretary Baker that there was
no foundation for reports thnt Oregon

recently stationed at Camp

troops
Mills had been sent to oamp with-

; blankets, All the men had three

Gen, Sha

ption where white men were,
freed from service on the same
grounds,
A new board appointed by Presi-

dent Wilson took charge of the offices
of the exenfption board immediately.
The summary dismissal of the old
board came as out of a clear sky, but
it developed that the district attor-
ney's office and Adjt. Gen. Crowder's
office have been investigating the mat-
ter of exemptions for several days
This Yed to the discovery that X

~+ Britains Regain Trench. 1
y Today Haig reporta local fighting
last evening, in which his troops re-

falned a considerable part of the
trench into which the Germana pene-

trated. i
The enemy attack came in strong
force against Polderhoek Chatesu,
the scene of unquestionably the hard-
esl fighting when the British were
pushing out from Ypres last fall. This
region between Becalaere and Chelus
velt was the scene of those much-
advertised mythical attacks by the
British 10 which the German official
statement= constantly referred for the
chvious purpose of offsetting their
losses clsewhere and which, accord-

ing o Gen F. B. Maurice and other
nuthorities, never dgveloped or were
| even considered

The Boche nlso put out m feeler
in the Cambrai salient ralding
trenches mear PFPrenville and captur-
ing a few o ere. These are signs
of a coming offensive. Tt may mnot
develop. but eversthing points that
way One extremely interesting and

new feature of the fighting on the
Wert front 18 the fact that the Ger-
raans, whenever the wind is favoras
bLie. flood the war zome with amall
balloons and dni them over the
British and French lines carrying
propaganda

This is in various forme. that used
againsl the French generally being in
the shape the “Gasetite des Ar-
dennes.” printed by the Germans in
French and containing glowing ac-
vunts of recent successes in Italy.

Diseredit Hus Reports.

The Evening Star today on s
front page suggests that the pre-
mier's Gray's Inn speech last night
hinted at an invasion of Engiand.
The Star says Lloyd George warned
AgRinsl new contingenciess against
which precautions must be taken.
The German attack on the west
front is ruled out because that poe-

i

of

sibilily miready ha® beén considersd
by the prime minisier. moreover,
such an enterprise has heen self-
advertised

There reman two pincing! nrojectr —
an onsiaughi on the Salonik| srmwes
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MEANS' JURY
GOES TOSLEEP

\*“Final” Proposal from Ber- Verdict in ﬁuraer Tral

Probably Will Be Re-
turned Today.

By DAVID M. CHLRUH,

Staffl Correspondent of the Interna-
tional Newna Serviee.

Courthous Concord, N Dec.
o —Ga B. Means will not know
- tonight, whether it L
life or deatl

After three hours and twenty mine
utes of deliberation, the jury situng
in the trial in which Means is charg=-
ed with the murder of Mis, Mauds
A, King. v The were  Liresd
and notified Shenft Caldwell thev
would slecp over their deliberations
It now seems highly probable that
Mecans will learn the verdict on Bune
day,

Judge E. B. line spent two hours
and IX minules in delivering his
charge to the jury. He spent con-
siderable ime in outlining to the
JUry its duty and exploined the
three verdicts which it milght return—
first degrre murder, second degres
murder, or not guilts

As he concluded he told the furv
that if necessary he would take a
verdict on Mondap

"l speak in the name of the law,
whose high servant 1 am, and 1 ask
yYou that you return a verdict which
will reflect thHe truth Judge Cline
concluded

During these last few momenils a
deathlike silence had fallen over the
courtroom Mre=, Gaston B. Means,
wife of the defendant, began to weep
bitteriy

Throughout the delivers nf tha
charge the defendant sat within the
bar chewing gum He perspired to
excess. Ny his side =at his wife, who
frequently bowed her head in prayve:.,
His sister, Miss Belle Means, and his
sister-in-law, Mrs. Afton Means, also
zat close by the side of the defend-
ani

The State’s case was closed hy u
Elrong cxposition of the alleged guilt
of the defendant by Campbell Caldd-
well, a Statesville attorney. For four
hours and ten minutes Caldwell ex-

horted the jory and then sank into &
chair cxhausted

German Captive Bro;ght-
To America Is a Dog

Specw! to The Washington Heiaid

Boston, Dec. 15—The fuet Gerr
prisoner caplured on  the Western
fromt and brought 1o the United
States landed here in special custods
of Phillip Page. 135 St Paul streel,
Brookiyn. He is a specially trained
German police and war dog that was
captured at Seoissons by the Froench.

Page. who just returncd from s =ix
monthe scrvice with  the French
camion service, brought the animal

with him. The dog was found wound-

keg of brandy and food atiached te
him. He still carrieg scars from sef-

white men had
ically umnft,

vice, Thedog's name was “Kopl™ bes=
ore he was captured, Bul wes b=
ch-taned “Gop.”

Ay vy
b

b Rl

—=

ed I no man's land and had a smal .

i




