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Where Is the Turning Point?

The winter of 1917-18 doubtless will go down in
history as the lowest ebb in the fortunes of the allies
since war was declared. *

Since the battle of the Marne, Germany has been
on the defensive. She has made aggressive efforts to
regain the initiative, a¢ at Verdun and in the present
drive against Italy, but only with partial success.

It is appatent now that she will soon take the of-
fensive that her purely military power is stronger
than it has been at any time- since her first repulse at
the gates of Paris. It will be several months, prob-
ably, before she is enabled to reap the full fruits of
the triumph of her intrigue in Petrograd; but when
Germany strikes on the Western front, it will be no
casual blgw that will be delivered. Nobody in the
allied world really fears that the Prussian military
machine will break through either to Paris or Calais;
bat they know that the hardest kind of fighting is
ahead of them.

At this bleak timé, they gare across the Atlantic
and find the United States engrossed in its first wash-
ing-of-dirty-linen period and with its whole military
and shipping program thrown into doubt. Russia,
whose sheer bulk has constituted a mighty force in
the war, is in the throes of a malady which puts her
ont of the war perhaps for good. As for the American
people, they find themselves confronted by conditions
which are incompatible either with their national pride
or their standing in the world,

Really serious doubt may be entertained as to
whether 1018, or even 1010, will see the end of the

war. Certainly the thought of a “German peace,” or of |

a stalemate, is as far away from the minds of the
allied mations as ever. But the defeat of Germany by
force of arms seems more remote now than it did a
year ago, when the German peace kite was interpreted
as the beginning of {he end.

Slowly the r]l:t!lioli\- is beginning to shape itself in
the minds of the American people: When will the
United States be ready ta give that accession of new
strength to the allied mations that will constitute the
turning point—the redl turning point—of the war?

It may sound pessimistic to say it, but that day
seems to he further off than ever—seems to be speed-
ing away in the distance. Many observers assert that
it will be impossible for the United States to have any
real army in France by the summer or fall of the
‘coming year. Gradually the truth will out, in spite
of the press agents and imagimative journalists who
have victimized the public—that our first year and a
half of war is not going to cause the Kaiser to quake
in his hoots or cause any shiver to run up and down
the spines of the German general staff. We are
going to have a huge army at home, but without the
means of getting it overseas.

Not all the irenzy of Congressional investigations
is zoing to change that prospect. The best it can do
15 to clean house in the government, to bring the na-
tion face to face with a realization of its responsibility.
In the meantime we are—if that thought yields consola-
tion—"“preparing.”

“The Opportunity to Be Useless.”

Many people m this Capital of the nation are on a
frenzied scarch for “the opportunity to be useless'—
#s Mr. Brisbane so aptly puts it.

“The opportunity to be useless” is a great phrase
and it is a great fit in many—too many cases,

Every day we are hearing of “soft snaps” at “$1,200
a year” for "$8-a-week clerks.” Mediocrity has come
into its own—though a scarcity of competency.

The other day 1 visited a department, active be-
cause of the war. Elevator boys, messengers, clerks
were literally falling over each other, '

In the office of a high official we found precisio
and competency. In the large outer office we found
thirty or forty men and women idling.

Much of this is, of course, unavoidable—and much
will be remedied—but just now the business home of
“Arrant Stupidity” is in public places.

“The opportunity to be useless” does not mean the
opportunity to serve; except for the shortest hours, at
the least sacrifice of effort and for the highest wage.

No thought of country or of patriotism or of em-
ployer, or of one's seli-respect—just a mad rush to
“get the money” while, as the street phrase has it,
*The Gettin's Good.”

War does play queer pranks, and not the least
queer is in how it has placed the business derelict on
a pedestal—and pays him for looking like a human
being.

"Twould be silly to say that incompetency is the
rule in public business—for it is not—but the bald fact
remains that the misfits are hgving their innings,

The Government's Swut- Shop.

Shall the Nation’s Capital become a national
sweat shop? This is the real question before Con-
gress in regard to the pay of government clerks.

It is not a local question, because it has ‘become
4 national scandal.

Uncle Sam is becoming the worst employer in
the country—at a time, too, when workers in all
other lines have been bettering their conditions, or at
least striving to keep up with the cost of living.

Aside from the postal employes, something like
one-third of the men and women on the national pay-
roil live im Washington.

The postal employes and the revenue, customs,
immigration and Treasury employes scattered through-
out the country receive salaries based on the Wash-
ington schediles, and quite as insufficient. They are
also entitled to relief, and will share in any increases
that may be obtained for the Washington clerks.

Families of government employes in Washington
ate only able to live by the combined labor of all
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per year, but supplementary and de;
ings have allowed the employment of
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“The

ure case the situation,

It,applies to postal employes, letter carriers and
other government employes throughout the country,
as well as Washington clerks. It would raise all sal-
aries below $poo by jo per cent. Salaries above $000,
including $1,200 would be raised 25 per cent; above
$1,200 including $1,500, 15 per cent; above $1,500 in-
cluding $2,000, 10 per cent; above $a000 including
$2,500, 5 per cent.

Tha Keating biMl has the support of the American
Federation of Labor, the National Federation of Fed-
eral Employes, the National Federation of Postal Em«
ployes and other organizations. It proposes a véry
moderate measnre of justice.

If you'believe that Uncle Sam ought not to run
a sweat shop, write your Congressman to support the
Keating bill.

The Blood-Price.

“Imperialism has shown itself in all its naked
ugliness, and mankind, aghast at the revelation, has de-
termined to destroy it.” -

Thus Mr. Moorfield Storey at the meeting of the
Anti-Imperialist Leaguwe in Boston., “We are met at
the gravest crisis in the history of the world,” he
says. “What we have been taught to call ‘civilization’
has turned from exploiting what it termed inferior
peoples and is destroying itself.”

The world would hate to believe that British im-
perialism—or American imperialism—differs from Ger-
man imperialism only in degree and nmot in kind, It
is surely not asking too much for even the anti-
imperialist to believe that the contact of the white man
with his less-developed yellow, red and black brothers
has on the whole been a good thing for the world

Explailntim‘l! assuredly there has been; the history
of colonialism 1s full of black pages, with cruelty, op-
pression and robbery everywhere; but if Eurepean
civilization, wherever it has heen carried, has not
brought benefits greater than its evils, then we miss
entirely the meaning of history.

It is true in large degree that the wild and ava-
ricious competition among the Européans for power
and place among the weaker peoples is the mainspring
of the present savage war. Where it has not been a
strife for territory, it has been a strife for foreign
trade; and we Americans have been taught to believe
that this trade competition held great prizes in store
for us in the future, by reason of our resources and
our industrial power.

But the big fact of the war is that mere competi-
tion among the nations, as among corporations and
individuals, is a wrecking, destructive, rending process.
The watchword of tomorfow is co-operation, brother-
hood, fraternity, live and let live. So far as civilization
has sinned in yielding to rapacity and to trampling
on the weak, it is paving the price, and paying it in
blood.

If imperialism survives the war, it will have been
fought in vain.

War charities are becoming very profitable busi-
ness propositions,

Bet there are plenty of converts to early Christ-
mas shopping about this time. -

Our newsboy came across with another conserva-
tion suggestion: “Why not a soapless day?”

New camouflage note: “The money which 1 have
usually spent for your Christmas present, I am send-

f ing this year to the Red Cross.”

Treasury officials are discouraging the custom ot
giving old coins as Christmas gifts. The butchers and
grocers are also discouraging it.

If vou have any doubt as to German ruthlessness,
read Sam Blythe's story of what might happen to
America, in the current issue of the Saturday Evening

Post.

Clinging to the Shekels.

Reférence at a dinner was made to the love of
some people for holding fast to the sheckels, when this
story was fittingly related by Representative John N.
Gardner, of Texas.

Jones had the reputation of being a trifle
One afternoon his next-door neighbor, speaking wi
friend, mentioned that unfortunate characteristic.

“I have lived next door to him for five years now,”
declared the neighbor, “and don't think for one mo-
ment that I don’t know him. He is the tightest indi-
;—idu?_l that ever galloped the boulevard to save car
are,

“You don't really mean it!”" returned the friend.
“In what particular way is he tight?”

“He is tight in every way,” declared the neighbar.
“Why, if his little kid went to him for a penny he
would sidetrack him by asking him if he wou‘dn't
rather have a gold watch when he was 21 years old.”

Thoughts of Other Men.

Collect the thoughts of other men,

~ And to them add a bit.

Subtract from thoughts of other men,
The thoughts that do not fit.

But know the thoughts of other men,
Before you think alone.

For sometimes, thoughts of other men,
Are better than your own.

—B. N. Y.

. The Malcontent. ‘

alk not to me of war—of just and righteous srife

of l{ing Austrians, Turks and I-It:tl:,.1 ﬂn ’

I hate the warlike drum, the bugle and the fife]
Your armored cars, your bayonetted guns

And all the other glitt'ring panoply and pomp
Attendant on the progress of l{a troops

In khaki or in blue that ever march and rom
Light-heartedly with ringing of whoops

Or both, through every city street and country lane
From south of Florida to Hudson Bay,

From west of California’s strand to east of Maine,
As if to make a merry holiday,

To shake the welkin,
patriotic song;
I curse the sorry day that I was ”

1 have, 2las! no stomach for a rousi
Not feel inspired by some noisy the g
ke th en the Stars and Stripes appear,
By joining in some
And every time a martial column marches
While bootlessly my angry passion rises luah.
My heart by vhrious emotions torn.

v TS TN A S S

Designation of
“‘nonessentials’™

“essentials”® and

in war time is nec-

and will doubtless prevall In

this- country to an unbelievable ex-
tent later on, .

But unless the greatest care I8 used

in the process great harm will be
done, Men ean use it as a club to put
competitors out of the way. Through
its uge & hold ean be gained upon the
country by various classes of Indus-
tries which it will take all the war
period and many years of peace to
shake off,

Just now activitles are going on
which indicate that the early steps of |
the process are being taken with!
safety. It is hoped by patriots that |
the later steps will be taken with as/
great safety. 1If they are not. how- |
ever, thers will be thrown upon the |
publiec screen the entire trall
events, through Congressional inves-
tigation, which will leave the investi-
gated parties’ deeds In view of all the
peopla

The fear of Congressional probing
has kept many men from doing things
in this war which might have been
done, and although it has not been a
perfect protector of the public, in all |
instances, this fear has materially |
reduced the ecalamities that might |
have been brought about.

Congress intends to keep a ll!nl‘p{
eye on the process, Beveral members |
have various matlers under thcip nb-|
servation at this time. Their inten-
tion is to keep close enough to the
activities to be able to spring traps
Any time it appears that advantage ls
being taken of legitimate business to
foster illlegitimate business upon the
publie,

Commerelal economy—that {s the
nomenclature applied to .the board
which has the mattér In charge—is &
broad term. The members of the
arm of govefnment entrusted with un-
usua]l powers are confldent that their
work will bring about a heneficlal cur-
tailment of useless Industries and of
various lines of other industries. It
in to be expected that there will be
disappointments among those whose
business ls eliminated, or partially so,
but if the public knows what is going
on it will not be hard to judge wheth-
er the complalnants have just or
fancied grievances.

Pitiless publicity s necessary In
most lines—but doubly su in this line.
Congress Intends 1o keep the light
turnod on, at all times, so that it may

of |

A LINE O CHEER

EACH DAY O' THE YEAR.
By John Kendrick Bangs.

MY GIFT.
Gm little children evervwhers,
On men and women in despalr,
On those whose days are shadowed
o'er -
With trials and afflictions sore,
Had I the riches of the earth
I'd shower gifts of sterling worth;
But since I've but a slender purse
I send instead this little verse
Full of the Gold of Love, to say
I wish them Joy come Christmas

Dayl
(Copyright, MT.)

New York, Dec. 8.—The meeting of
the Adventurers’ Club in Gotham is

just like a stay In the trenches—ex-

cept more so. The Adeventurers are
d to be traveled persons,

new classes and that within the next
year great progress will be made to-
ward the goal of defeating the Kaiser.

One of these days the Senate in-
quiry committee will turn its eyes
in the direction of our alrcraft pro-
gram,

It will then be learned just what
has retarded the production of mero-
planes for military use. It will be
known Jjust what factorg have ocon-
tributed to the delay, and whether
scandal or Incompetency are to
blame for some of the grief in this
direction.

America has been counting on the
air—and Germany has been fearing
America most from the alr, Prob-
ably this fear was borm of the
knowledge that Germany’'s downfall
must be brought about from the
heavens, and Germany realized that
in approaching her from on high,
America would be fulfilling a mission

| ag lofty as the skies in which it was

hoped our alr machines would clus-
ter.
But the cluster has been delayed—
apd Congress wants to know why,
and it will know why. There are
many things to answer, but the
ground will be covered oné of these
days, and the committee members
will be given an opportunity to sum
up the ressong for the fallure of
America to have 2000 machines
ready for delivery to the other side
at this moment.

.

Dave Lawrence pointed out last
night what hed previously been point-
ed out in this column, that many
tales of military inefficlency were dis-
cussed under the surface here during
the fall and early winter, and that
had the military heads—B8ecretary Ba-
ker to particulariwe—been alert they
would have taken the publio into
complete confidence at that time,

It ia left now to Congress to supply
the deficlency, and the undertaking is
a bit more rigorous than some ple
like to see. The effect of “pitllesa
publicity,"” however, is going to be
beneficial. No one will suffer in the
long run, and our warfare against the
Kalser will be considerably improved

be turned onto the dark places at a| by it

moment's notice,
r——

Co-operation between the schools of
the nation and the army is being pro-
vided for in conferences belween edu-
and several of

The plan is to train high school boys
and men of draft age In industries
which are necessary to the prosecu-
tion of the war, It is c¢laimed by Dr.
A. 0. Thomas, head of the Maine
echools, that there are four score or

It wag President Wilson who origi-
nated the term “pitiless publicity,™
was It not? Is it poassible that some
of his Cabinet officers thought the
people would forget it? Is it possible
that these Cabinet officers thought
the war period, with [ts repeated
drives on the pocketbooks of
gountry, a good time to pragtice
“pitiful publicity?”

It they thoust:; that & few weeks
ago they are llkely changing their
minds now! And they will lkely

them a great deal more be-
fore the Yuletide has passed away!
THE OBSERVER,

OPHELIA'S SLATE.
B
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mapp
those wanderers who know Rome &8
well as Bagdad or Terre Haute.

From evidence adduced in court the
other day It became clear that one
of the first reguirements for eligibility
to the club is physical ability to with-
stand a meeting of the club.

It was also established that unless
eome of the club’'s members develop
less speed and more control future
meetings will be held at such gas
houses, open barges, or rinks as may
seem impervious to slammed china,
furniture and bric-a-brac,

The Adventurers met the other
night at a red ink palace to elect offi-
cers The discus throwing, water bot-
tle hurling and chair propelling start-
ed early and continued late. Two
members of the club—both in good
standing—appeared in court the next
day to answer charges,

While at the restaurant where the
meeting was held employes were |
sweeping up ex-mirrors and chairs
which are now exempt for future
meetinge. Any one famillar with
either adventure or furniture could
tell that there had been a dizpute.

The president of the Adventurers’
Club attended the mecting and told
the white-faced reportirs later that
he had not noticed anyvthing unusual.
All of which proves that it Is possi-
ble to become accustomed to almost
anything if one does mot weaken,

A now type of grafter has been re-
vealed to Broadway., He {3 known
as the Penny Grafter, These men
work in the box offices of the small
moving picture houses. When the
ticket purchaser buys his ticket, the
hox office man says=: ‘I am sorry, but
I am one penny short.” The careless-
neas of many people who do nmet walt
for change make up a tidy sum each
day for the penny grafters. Then the
theater war tax has develo a sim-
{lar grafter. They appear In the-
ater lobbles with the plea that they
did mot know of the war tax and
haven't sufficlent funds to get in.
They generally always collect.

0. Henry's story, “The Cop and the
Anthem'” was toldy nearly word for
word in the Criminal Court by Mich-
ael Sweeney, Who was up for smash-
ing a glass window down in the Bow-
ery

Bweeney. who I8 thirty years old,
was out of work, tired, hungry, and
disgouraged a short time ago, when
the autumn frosts were blending into
winter freezings. It ocourred to him
that he was actually worse off on
the street than the derelicts in jall

80 he obtained a brickbat, and walt-
ing until a cop came along, hurled
the missile through the store window.
He thanked the court for sending him
to jall for three months

The curtain had gone up. The or-
chestra was playing for the Military
Malds to make their grand entrance.
An elderly couple with co-operative
rheumatism, a ponderous gentleman
whose watch charm hung & good ten
inches in sdvance of him, and a @ra-
matie critie struggled down the alsle
to the seats. A whole row of peaple
had to rise and let them in. The co-
median looked down at the commotion
—stopped shortly and rang down the

inutes later the cur-
curtain. Ten min ul

And the strange thing is that war,
which W, J, Pryan was willing to
oppose even to the extent of for-
feiting our national honor, is the
very thing that has t on pro-
hibitlon years ahead of its coming
under other circumstances. But if

npreparedness,

of seeing prohibition triumph In Con-
gress.

Marshall has a very
efficlen secretary, Mr. Marcus
Thistelwaite, who used to be a news-
paper man and who understands the
work which he handles In his of-
ficial eapacity. He has given all
other pecretaries somethifig to think
about In his arrangement of clippings
about the vice president.

Vige' President
t

The resignation of Representative
Johnson, of South Dakots, to be-
come A private in the army is proof
to all the country that soldiers can.
not be made through political In-

today.
The battie to make the country good
has just begun. It s going to be
deucedly hard to be bad after &
while. There'll even be legisiation
afainst evil thoughts.

New Yorkers are already beginning
to fear a drouth. Cengressmen from
the mammoth burg say that therelsano |
use of continuing the wet regime as |
long as Garfield has shut down on the |
lighta, Nnmammhuumi

Benator Martin, majority Jeader, in.
sisted, at the close of the last session, |
that investigation of expenditures |
would have to follow the enactment
of so many bills appropriating farge
sums of meney for the war. On
that statement was based the as-
sumption of many members that such
inquiries could nbdt be averted mo mat-
ter how much oppotition against
them came from outside sources

21,000,000 LIBERTY
SECURITIES SHIPPED

Secretary McAdoo Announces Vast
Treasury Activity.
More than 21,000,000 Liberty loan |

securities have heen rhipped from the
Treasury since the beginning of dis-

tribution, Secretary McAdoo an-
nounoed.

The securities Include Interim
certificates, coupon bonds, liberty

bonfla of various denominations and
issiies, and certificates of Indebted- |
ness,

MOTORBOATS USED
TO DEFEND VENICE |

With the French Armies 'n Italy,
Dec. 20—Italy’s defense of Venice has |
proved the fighting qualities of the |
motorboat. |
Propelled by powerful engines and
capable of almost Incredible speed,|
armed with torpedo tubes or hthl:
guns, the new type of naval fighting'
craft has dome much to help the
Itallans keep back the Teutonie In-|
vasion. |
It was one of these fast motorboats, |
according to reports today, which re-)
cently passed the barriers of the
Venetian Gulf, cruised out across the |
Adriatic, slipped through the mjrm|
flelds at the Gulf of Trieste, entered |
the harhor, blew up the Austrian bat-
tleship Wein—and got safely away, l

_THE WASHIN

Remember

time they brought it out.

for most everyone owns or rides
inventors are rated as famous men.

This all goes
Twenty years ago
very
is as “dead”
the backbone of all business.
But when you advertise find
newspaper
TION don't advertise in
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Senator J. Ham Lewi

“oll was a very smooth mat-

ter” Dut mothing on J. Mam, 4f

‘his constituents know him, ‘' Any- |8t & meeting of the leagus

{way, his speech reads Well—we rec-| held January § will change &4

munh-_‘ Dections between the Navy
i w=~hmu.-_

snow whete OuUEHt DOt fo Be” | Ty 4 smid hat & Met of

_|was heard in the Benats when Ben- | .orooghis to the Sécretary be

Aition of wm'u:tm‘h‘“"ﬁ

the Bemators, ov. their, secretaries and | boceore Of chirged dsuinst the

E W. Eberle, U. 8 N,
clared that the Intensive courseg re-
quired every availabie moment of the
student officers” time,

L B N
Maj. Frank B. Glibreth, Engincer
Reserve Corps, has been ordered to
this city te the army war college
for assignment to duty thers.

on duty at the American University
Camp, hag been ordered to duty with
the Eighth Engineera. He will pro-
ceed to El Paso, Texas, and peport
for duty.

Camp .
and attached to the Twenty-seventh
‘P:n;tm“ at Campe Meade, Admiral,

from the training camp at Vancouver

rum, | Barracks, Washington, to Camp
asgigned

Meade, Afmiral, M4, and

| to the Twenty-third Enginesrs.

assigned to active dutly and ordered
to report to the officer in charge of
the General Engineer Depot, here, .
for duty,

LB B

Beveral eofficers have beem ordered .
from Fort Leavenworth, and assigned
to temporary duty with the th
Engineers. This regiment is stationed
at Camp Meade, Admiral, M4 Those
assigned te this regiment from Fort
Leavenworth are: Capt Desalx B.
Myers; First Lieuts. Herbert W,
England, Claire H W, Emith Frank
K. Mcintosh; Becond Licuts.: Albere
tus W, Dwyer and Albert C. Rubel

FIRE KILLS 3 CHILDREN. *|

to death to-
day when Tom Eirick's homa was
destroyed by fire

Prison for L W. W. in lowa.

Ceflar Rapids, Towa, Dec -
Joseph Belzer, I. W. W. organizer,
wag today pentenced to one year in
jail, and to pay a fine of $1.000, tha
extreme penalty for pedition under

Towa g"l.

Contains- Shaving Soap, Tooth
Paste, Comb, Hai~, Shaving and

Tooth Brushes: Soap Bex,
Trench Mirror, Wash Rag and
extra pockets; also Kazor,

Nceedles and Thimble.

The Raleigh Haberdasher,

110g-11 Penna. Ave.

WHAT THEY SAy AT

GTON HERALD

the Time---

The first gasolinedriven automobile came out. Everybody that saw
it remarked that it wouldn't run, and that it was “playing with death™
to ride in one. The inventors were joked about and jeered at every

But it's different now. You rarely see a horse on the streets,

in a motor car. And those sama

to show you what will happen inda few years,
advertising, especially newspaper advertising, was
little used. Nowadays the business firm that does not ADVERTISE
and behind the times. Advertising is practically

out about the circulation of the

you intend to advertise in. If it hasat HOME CIRCULA«
it. Pick the newspaper that goes direct intg

t!utonei'lhm.-

Audit Bureau of Circulations—that internationally famous
circulation—issued the statement thal

age of home circulation in




