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Tbe Strike u an Index.
Hunger-mad, the munition workers are trying

to launch a mildly revolutionary movement in
Germany. Their strike is in no sense an epidemic

'that gnaws at the Teutonic vitals. It is rather an
eczemic rash, a mere surface infection. It will not

-force Hindenburg to swerve an inch from his pro-
."grain nor threaten the grip of the military caste.

Beyond the Prussian frontier the strike head¬
lined into the thought of the world, and given a

,fantastic numerical strength, lends itself to super¬

ficial interpretation, and leads to the idea that the
condition of Germany is much worse that it really

.
is. The German censor interposes no bar against
strike news filtering outside the empire. Another
"instance, doubtless, of German guile jn manipulat¬
ing enemy thought into delusions regarding the
real extent of their internal difficulties.

Americans should have drilled into them the
fact that as goes the army, so goes Germany.that

-an army revolt MUST precede a national revolt;
otherwise it falls, cumbrously, of weight unbal¬

lasted. The army today is Germany; the civilian
population is the mere tail and appendage of the
righting forces. The tail cannot wag the dog; but
at least this may be said in its behalf.tin» Teuton
¦war dachshund could not hold his legs long if this
^Particular tail were cut off. The civilians of Ger¬
many are indispensable in the same way as serv¬

ants and serfs are indispensable.
Thi» topsy-turvy land, of course, cannot forever

.-eontinue to make bricks without straw or to lift
.itself up by its boot-straps. Through a miracle of
discipline it already has confounded all economic
law. Nothing is more significant of the gross
errors to which contemporary scientific thought
Jus been subject than the fact that nearly all the
heading economists predicted a short war when it
"broke out.possibly not exceeding a few months'
Atration. It was a military man, Karl Kitchener,
'who grimly forecasted a three-years' war.and got
laughed at for his pains. The Germans, beyond
doubt, were subject to the same delusion of a short

'Var. Is it to be believed, in the light of what
his happened in Germany in the past three years,'
-that any of her leaders contemplated a war of this
length:"

"» Is the present German strike communicable
lo the army? We do not think so. Anti-militarist

.Reeling among the Cernían forces.any real insight
«into trie true chicanery of pan-German and annex-

.ationist purpose.has never made any headway,
according to the best information in th« allied
-capitals today. When the Kaiser shifted the pick
of his divisions from the Eastern to the Western

-front last December, when peace with the Bolshe¬
viki seemed certain, there was no protest, no re¬

volt. The Hungarians mutinied, according to Vic¬
tor ^Morgan, but not the Prussians, the Saxons,
«he Bavarians. They are still utterly obsessed
with the superman idea.

When the army no longer sees the Kaiser in
"shining armor," a demigod of war, it is time to
look for the munition workers' strike to break forth
into the red torch of revolution. And then the
end. But today the strike amounts to nothing
more than gas-escaping from an open jet, which
¦will in due course be turned off, and that will be
the end of it

Not that we would minimize the growing evi¬
dences of discontent that is seething in Germany
today; but what can it m«?an to us, when it can¬
not be converted into anything affecting the fight¬
ing fronts or tighten for a second the burden of
war preparation which is upon us?

John L. Sullivan.
Last Friday in Boston John L. Sullivan walked

. the streets and everybody enjoyed seeing him. It
..»»as "Glad to see you, John. You're looking fine,"
et cetera, et cetera. Today John L. Sullivan is
«lead Heart failure at the age of 59 carried into
Memory Land the greatest fighter the world ever

produced.
Several generations will learn of John L.'s death

with genuine regret. He was an honest man in a

game where crooked men thrived. He was a loose
Irving man during a long period of his life. Yet
«luring that period there were others besides "Old
Sport Campana" who were proud that their "hand
once shook the hand of Sullivan." it was a tribute
to a rugged personality, and this loyalty and popu¬
larity followed him in defeat as it had in his days
Af conquest

But most of us will recall the fact that John L.
Sullivan's greatest victory was over John Barley¬
corn. For many years he had been a herculean
force in the temperance fight. With all his vitality
l»e urged in his latter days that drinking to excess
wa» the curse of the nation, and because he was

ftopular his words weighed with many.
The world of sport will mourn him and honor

kis memory.

The Lonesome Girl.
Somehow we cannot get out of our mind the

picture· of "the lonesome girl".the young woman
who has come to Washington from a home where
-there wa» a vie troia, a piano or an organ; where
rather smoked hi* pipe and toasted his feet on

jthe lender; where mother "coddled the bairns·"
¡where th« boy» and girl» knew each other's first
¦sanes; where neighbors called on each other;
yhere there were "chums" and all the delights of
'chumminess.
To Uke a young girl from this environment and

«plant her in a hall bedroom in a strange city, rob
.ter of the intimate joys of association with friends,
seems to us to be one of the tragedies of the city.
There are thousands here who come under this
classification, and they are lonesome for the sight

".J* * frigidly face, for one doer of a friendly deed,
«er the sympathy without which life ia a burden.

Sorely in all this complexity caused by the war
there might be founrd »ome solution of this prob-
leaa. Her« is a chance for som« woman's or-

¿m4 ?·<ßG5« '»«?»«*'1* ^_*"toafe..ytr^gii

but a new body with a heart to it, composed of
people who have lived natural lives and. danced
with decent partners.Billy Sunday will pardon us,
but we are not with him on the dancing issue.
such a lot of comfort could be carried to the lives
of the lonesome ernes.

Who will suggest the plan? Who will sponsor
it? Who will safeguard ft?

Cenhdence.
"If I went into a store and the salesman told me

that the gown he was showing me contained 50 per
cent of cotton I would feel that there was an hon¬
est salesman, and I would buy."

After all, is there not in that statement the real
essence of business success.confidence? That
salesman told that customer the truth. That cus¬

tomer became a friend of that salesman and of that
store.for confidence had beeji established.

As a matter of fact, most business is conducted
along similar lines. The merchant who sell* shoddy
for the pure goods doesn't stay in the business
game long enough to «»ash in. His measure is
taken when the customer finds that he has been
swindled, and that customer goes to that place no

more. \
A newspaper that sells shoddy news is just as

reprehensible as the merchant. You buy a news¬

paper for the news that you may judge for your¬
self what is happening in the world, and that you
may form your own opinion of men and conditions.
Is it not unfair to publish as news the thing that is
not news? Is it fair to dole out propaganda and
ask the reader to accept it as fact?

Work t?. Thought.
According to Swiss papers received in this coun¬

try, the authorities in Germany are taking steps to

provide plenty of work for all females from 16 to 70
years of age. It's as a preventive of suicide, the
idea being that, when a woman is hauling a plow,
or digging potatoes, or at other hard manual labor,
she gets so tired that she goes right to sleep at

night and does not lie awake thinking about how
her father, husband, son or brother has been blown
to pieces and buried in obedience to the Kaiser.

In Prussia, Westphalia, Saxony and Bavaria the
number of suicides in 1917 increased by 16 per cent
over previous years, and 75 per cent of the suicides
were women. The thing is alarming to the Ger¬
man autocrats, for they cannot breed soldiers with¬
out women. Indeed, it is a blow at autocracy's
principal valuation of women. Maybe, if German
women from the ages of 16 to 70 work hard enough
they'll establish a valuation of themselves on the
high level of the ox, the horse and the motor truck.
They will, if they're made too tired to suicide.

Wouldn't h imi You.
We may have to adopt a coal card system, but

it's likely that the proposition for a basis of one

ton per year per room will kick the bucket early.
On such a basis, two consumers with nine

rooms would get nine tons and nine persons with
one room would get one ton per year. The fuel
official who thonght out that basis ought to throw
tip his Federal job and run for constable, or some¬

thing.

It's catching. I·'.ven the Ohio River is out for a

big «spring drive.

Save fat, cries the government. And so many
girls are trying hard to get rid of it.

German labor is hungry, and wants peace and
political equality. Enough to keep any Kaiser busy.

Doggoned cruel in Italy to start an offensive
just when old Hindenburg was getting all set for
one of his own.

France, having coffee enough on hand for a

year, closes importations of it. It doesn't mean

business as usual for somebody.

"I am a patriot and I obey orders," postcards
L. H. J., "but I don't like it a bit. Why does Doc
Garfield close the pawnshops on heatlcss Monday?"

We hear that milkmen are going to sell thrift
stamps. Which will you do, sit up till your milk¬
man calls or leave a note asking him to wake you?

Alsace-Lorraine must remain a part of Germany
because 87 per cent of the inhabitants speak Ger¬
man, says Hertling. And any time they failed
to they went to jail.

A man who was among the first "Spugs".So¬
ciety for the Prevention of Useless Giving.has
been sentenced to serve five years in prison for em¬

bezzling $5,000 from his brother. He should or¬

ganize a Society for the Prevention of Useless
Taking.

"There! are many things about railroads I don't
know," says McAdoo. When he retires from gov¬
ernment service he should be made president of
some big railroad company.say the New York
Central. He seems to be qualified. But mebby he
is only bragging..

Cold and Coal.
OUie James, the Kentucky Senator, was talking

to some Blue Grass friends and told this story of a
colored man, of whom he said:

"He was as black as the subject that was under
discussion, and he was shoveling snow from the
sidewalk."

" 'Dis yar Mister Ga-hr-field ain' no 'spector o'
pussons. Ma Mandy g'wine down ter de fuel 'serv¬
ers booro and she done gits her coal; but de. man
wot sets in 'foh Mr. Weaver, he doan git none.
not a nickels wo'th.' "

"Just then an ice wagon passed filled with ice
and Sam's eyes glistened as he observed:

" 'Foh God, man, look at dat load ob ice.and
no coal in you'h kitchen.and me shobbelin' snow.
Doant dat beat hell, boss?"*

Songs of Victory.
(By Max Ehrmann.)

Oh you who go to fight in. France,
Till German madness cease.
To fight and bleed and die perchance
Before the dawn of peace,
Take courage in the battle's din,
Know now that you shall winl ".

I tell you this, O you who fight!
This war will never end
Till tyrant's bloody feet in flight
Shall in the grave .descend,
The wages of their bloody sin.
Know now that you shall win!

a»**·
Mentirne you will lay low her sons,
Make sick with bleeding wounds
Thi» country of belated Huns, ?
Ruled by these maddened hounds.
Though you shall fall ere peace begin,
Know now that you shall win!

Know now that you shall win; for see,
you fight that tyrants die;
A thousand year» that yet shall be ^
Now in the balance lie,
To see if men be, slaves or kin.
Ittaajoa 4ât «? «hftU »ia.

When Will the Big Wave Come?

THE OPEN FORUM
RIGHT TO WORSHIP.

Ninth Street Christian Church's
Protest oa Closing Order.

To the Editor of The Herald: Know¬
ing tbe attitude your valuable pa¬
per takes on all nertters that are tor
the good of our fair city, we «end
you a copy of a protest adopted by
our church and hope you will use it
In a way that will he most beneficial.
This copy I« aent by direction of the
congregation. J. ?. SCOTT.

Church Clerk.
"To the Fuel Administrator of the

District of Columbia:
"The Ninth Street Christian Church,

composed of 1.S0O members, resrseqt-
fuily protest« against the clear dis¬
crimination caused by the order to
closo for three weeks two-thirds of
the churches of tho District of Co¬
lumbia, no word of protest I» uttered
because of the necessity of the dos¬
ing, if such necessity exists, but to
deprive the God-loving and Hod-fear¬
ing people of our district of the right
to worship Ood in their respective
houses of worship and allow the the-.
etere and «anos lint-picture houses to
keep open on the Lord's day and Uve
other days of the week and other,
amusement places similar privileges
Is unjust and. in our judgment, trfj-
wiee, unpatriotic, and a surrender to
the enemies of righteousness end
good-citizenship.
"Surely the Capital of this the

greatest nation shunld not praaent to
the thousands of newcomer« and the
people of all the world the »spectacle
of the open theater and movie, and
the closed church on the Lord's day
and we respectfully protest and re¬
quest such modification or recall of
your order as »»111 rectify thl« Unjust
discrimination.
"This protest Is presented by order

of this church this 27th day of Janu¬
ary 1918." "A. a. BISHOP.

Chairman, Board of Officers.

CALLS ROOSEVELT GERMAN.
L W. W. Defends Administration

as Purest Ever.
To the Editor of The Herald:

The unpreparedness question docs
not lie at the door'of the pres¬
ent administration, but to those of
the past. Where did all the money
go which was then appropriated for
defense? Ask the parties who now
seek to put «tumbling blocks in the
way of the purest and greatest ad¬
ministration we ever had, and who
are working day and night to meet
emergencies.
Had the past administrations done

their duty, the burden would not
now fall upon these present officiais
to perform three years' labor In one

year. While they are thus engaged,
along comes that strutting peacock,
Roosevelt, with a farce Investigation
to hold up legislation. He »eema des¬
perate to attempt some means by
which to oust the people we have
confidence in and desire at the head
of our nation.
But Roosevelt, the German, will suc¬

ceed about as much as a mouse would
knawlng at the foundation of a tem¬
ple, to topple it over.
We have had enough of him and

his Intrigues. He has fooled the peo¬
ple so long he Imagine« he can fool
them all the time. If he only knew
enough, he would retire to hi« fireside.
where all old men like him should
he. Then he might be respected,
at least for his old age. But money
haa its temptations. L. W. W.

ON CLOSING CHURCHES.
Rev. John R. Edwards Gives Views

on Coal Order.
To the Editor of The Herald: The

churches of this city are greatly In¬
debted to your paper for Its stand"
on the subject of enforced closing of
churche«.
It la apparent that Mr. Weaver,

fuel -commissioner, in Issuing his or¬
der to the churche· of the District
of Columbia for two-thirds of them
to close during a period of three
-weeks, including Sundays, has not
considered the effect of this method*
of fuel-saving upon denominations
where the unit of activity is mainly
the local churcr* and where system¬
atic organised effort In education and
religion, dependent upon regular Sun¬
day class work la an essential fea¬
ture, as In Sunday school and other
young people'* work. At this time,
when «tress of work occupies the
membership and constituency during
the secular days of the week and In
the midst of the William A. Sunday
campaign. It Is far more practicablefor a great majority of clrurche« to'
effecl economy in use of fuel by con¬
fining all nubile service to one day
of the week. via.. Sunday. The um

? Itahed. arni surely «very church will
a-e« that It le accompllehed. If the
plan for practicing economy ia left
with each reapecttv« church or d*->
nomination.
The Methodist Churches are ap¬

proaching the close of their church
year. It ia most essential that every
congregation and Sunday school shall
he kept Intact on each Sabbath day.
In the civil war Mr. Lincoln said,
"The great Methodist Church haa sent
more soldiers into the Held, more
nurses Into the hospitals, and more
prayera to heaven than any other."
It is not to be presumed that we shall
falter now nor that any other branch
of the Christian Church shall fall in
patriotic obedience, but it is essen¬
tial that adherence to principle shall
not be made to hinge upon a tech¬
nicality. It is greatly to be desired
that a modification of Mr. Weaver's
order be obtained early this tVMfe so
(hat the Important work being car¬
ried on In the churches by the sac¬
rificial endeavor of the working mem¬

bership shall have every encourage¬
ment.
One Vann.it help asking what the

nation at large is thinking of an ar¬
rangement which compels restrictions
of church activities on the one day
of the week on which church and re¬
ligion largely depend and at the same
time permits without restraint tha
Sunday movie and theater. »Shan his¬
tory record a situation In the Cap¬
ital of these l'nited States when in
the stress of war the Christian Church
was chained and free rein given to
all forms of amusement on the Lord's
dstf? God forbid.

JOHN R. EDWARDS,
DlArict Superintendent of the Meth¬
odist Episcopal Church,

WANTS TRJUTIC SQUAD.
Milton D. Smith Bdieves Lieut

Headly Man to Head It.
Editor The Washington Herald:

The District Commissioners have
brought a "trame expert" and a corps
of assistants from New Tork to try
and solve our street car problem, and
we all hope they meet with success.
Now, there Is another trame prob¬

lem that Is of vital importance, and
that Is our vehicular traffic. We have
some good regulations but need others.
Our parking regulations affect every
merchant in the down-town district;
tirms are being grossly inconvenienced
by persons leaving cars in front of
their doors, while the owner of the
car shops across the street. I saw a
lady drive up to the entrance of an
F street store, stop her car (directly
In front of door) and then calmly
walk across and one-half block down
street to go in another store. I
watched a« long as I was there and
car waa there 25 minutes, when I
drove away and went two blocks
father down F street I saw this same
lady standing talking to some persons,
nnd, for all I know, she may be there
still.

I drive a car and. know the trouble»
our officers are having with persons
who either don't know or don't care,
bat I do know one thing, we do not
need to bring any "traffic expert"
from out of town to solve thla prob¬
lem. We have a man here who baa
studied our conditions for years, and
if given the proper authority he can
"cure our ailment." The man is
Lieut. A. J. Headley, the "brains" of
our present so-called "traffic «quad."
Why can't the Merchants' Associa¬

tion, Board of Trade'. Chamber of
Commerce and our Citizens' Associa¬
tion, with the help of the newspapers
start a campaign for the creation of
a real traffic squad; with such men aa
A. J. Headley at the head, assisted by
such active men as Saxgts. Shelby
and Stanley, and such experienced

OPHELIA'S SLATE.
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A LINE O' CHEER
EACH DAY 0' THE YEAR.
By J.I» Keadrtck Baaga.

THE PLAY.
Will Shakespeare said. "The World'· a

Stage".
? saying true in any age.
And each of ua with heart and »oui
Must bear as best he can hi« role.
But for the Play-it that shall be
A bat of farce, or tragedy.
A drama mean or glorious.
I rather think is up to us!
And when the curtain falls at last.
And all the climaxes are pasaed.
The play for good or ill le o'er
With never a chance for an encore.
So choose your draaaa well »nd pl»n
To play UM Lover all you can.

tCopirirtt, ras.)

men as the officer at Elghteajnth and
Columbia road and Fifteenth and G
«treet«, both of whom were "crossing
cop«'' when I w·· a kid. end who
know what and how to do. We can

certainly keep the traffic moving and
also Keep an entrance In front of
firms* placea of business.
No car «bould be allowed to stand In

front of any business place on any
»treet where there are two track· (ini
down-town part of city) unie«· a

driver 1« with it. Pereon· leaving
cars parked unattended should park
on streets without car track«, as a

car with driver can pull out of the
way when another wants to come In
to unload or load passenger».
F and G streets between Tenth and

Fifteenth are two of the worst streets
I have had occasion to drive on for
sometime.worse than Mark«'t Btreet.
Philadelphia. I.eta get together and
make Lieut. Headly a captain and
put htm to the task of clearing our
streets of "all-day parking autos.''

Respectfully,
MILTON D. SMITH.

PRAISES ROOSEVELT.
Patriotism Commended and Senator

Stone Scored by Writer.
Editor. The Washington Herald: Sen¬

ator Stone's remarks in the isenate
were not only an Insult to Mr. Roose¬
velt, but to the American people. The
leader of the "Wilful" one« is of all
men tha last who should dare to raise
his venomous tongue against such a
man as Mr. Roosevelt.
Oh, for a few more Roosevelt« '. A

man who has four sons serving their
country; a man who has the courage
to light for the right; a man that can
do things; a man who has for three
years persistently pleaded for pre¬
paredness against attacks of spies and
enemies. A man eaxer «nd ready with
an army of able men to go to France
to give his life If need be, for his coun¬
try and humanity's righteous cause!

AN AMERICAN WOMAN.

DEFENDS LOTTERIES.
B. Van C. Meegan Quotes History

. to Prove Their Benefits.
Editor of The Washington Herald:

Why should Beauregard alone be
blamed for a custom existing for
centurie«? -Lotteries built St. Paul'«
Cathedral, and London a bridge
across the Thame».
England introduced them in

America. Virginia State lottery
waa organized 167::. Rhode Island.
17S2-1770 sanctioned lotteries for
paving Newport streets, building
Providence bridge, courthouse, li¬
brary, market, granary. work¬
house. Baptist meeting house, re¬

pairing Episcopal church, Presby-
tcrian paraonage. Baptist church,
public school expenses.
Massachusetts lotteries built an

insane asylum, repaired Plymouth
Beach, etc. Georgia had thirteen
lotteries, 1S25-18S7. New York lot¬
teries drew over a million dollars
yearly. Lotteries' built for Wash¬
ington two schools, the city hall,
canal and the United States Court
of Justice, report says:
"We are aware that formerly

wh«n the resources of public rev-

,enue were fewer, lotteries were
tn»·«*»*· to raise money for public
building«, etc., and not infrequently
for religion and educational pur¬
pose·. If lotteries exist at «11, the
law should control them."»
Th· Louisiana State lottery was

organised by the State and con¬
trolled by Its laws. Christ Church
(Episcopal) lottery of Orleans
Parish, La. (authorized by the State
to raise SlO.uOO), was advertised as
such for years.
State lotteries are past, others

exist today, card parties gambling
In stocks, bonds, food, necessiti·*·
of life, etc
In 18(1 Gen. Beauregard. not

waiting to reason for personal
benefit resigned at once his West
Point superintendent, severing the
ties of · twenty-two year· faithful
service to the union.
When offered high lucrative posi¬

tions In foreign armies, he refused
taWn and gav· his «servjc· to

BOOKDOM - - ByLonjac
Capt Rupert Hugh«· is th« latent arrivavi to th«

öf writers and novelists which have taken op their retidcaee ia eh«
National -Capital at the invitation of Uncle Sam.

«Capt Huches has just" been appointed a «aptala of infaatry tn the
national army and his host of admirers as the author of The Thir-
teenth C^muiandraent" "CBpped Win*·.·* "W« Caa't Hav« E-i-aqr-
thing" and other np-t«>the-rninnte American novel·, arili be force«! to

share him with his new army friends, who hav« already learned to
value his companionship.

Although "America's foremost novelist" is a much abused phrase
which is bestowed altogether too lavishly, we happily believe that it
can truly be fitted to «Capt Hughes. It is with great pleaaure that are

announce that he has promised readers of The Herald a worth-while
surprise in tbe very near future.

*»T«ae In*· arethrataa.'*
Patrick MscGlll. author of "Th«

Rat PIC "The Red Horizon" «nd
..«/eral other realistic novel«, gives
In his lat««t, "The Brown Breth¬
ren," word picture· of th· boy« la
th· trenches which cling in yetar
memory. He tells »bsorblng tale·
of the men who, aa he expreasea it,
are ever liable to be "damned un¬

lucky" who "go weit."
In th« following word· be deli¬

cately touche« upon hi· theme, the
impoverished home of "The Brown
Brethren":
"The mean, primitive trench, the

home of the Brown Brethren, la not
without certain features ot gran¬
deur, and an atmosphere of mystery
pervades the whole place, due, no

doubt, to its close association with
death."

¦-< a» airy ot th. CI
In "Cavalry of the Clouds," by

Capt. Alan Bott, R. F. C, Just pub¬
lished by Doubled»-, Paga ·% Com¬
pany, ia chronicled the daily life
and adventures of theae dare-devil·
who have as rested th· mastery of
tbe air from the German«.
The book ha« an Introduction hy

Maj. Gen. W. S. Brancker, Deputy
Director General of Military Aero¬
nautic«, who «ays: *****

"The author depict« the dally life
of the flying officer in France, «im¬
ply and with perfect truth; Indeed
he describes heroic deed· with such
moderation «nd ab»ence of exagger¬
ation that tbe reader will «scarcely
realize that these storie« are part
of the annal« of a squadron, which
for a time held the record in the
heaviness of it« losses. The author
I« still flying in France.a veteran
fighting pilot of 24."

I oasi« J. lauri La ?e» I.

Louis Joseph Vance'· "False
Faces" brings back to the realm of
fiction his widely-known character,
Michael Lanyard, the Lone Wolf.
Amid scenes that carry one from
the pock«tnarked ground of No
Man« Land to thr biasing light« of
a New York oafc, rendesvon« of
German «pies, move« Lanyard, the
Lone Wolf.
Mr. Vanrs Introduces hi» chief

character, first known as a thief of
international notoriety, now In the
guise of a »Py devoted to the cause

of the allies. The intricate web of
the German spy system forma the
background of Lanyard's adven-
tujrsa.

Essary W rite, «ta Taxes.
"Your War Taxe·" by J. Fred

Easary, the Washington corespon¬
dent of the Baltimore Sun, i« a

painstaking piece of war literature,
and is undoubtedly the clearest
and most authoritative elucidation
of the r«*oent Congressional revenue
act yet priven the people.
The chapter on Excess Profits is

worth rar«-ful study by all business
men. It ig a skillful resume of the
most aiiffieult part of the new law.
The hook contain« an introduction
by Senator Simmon», one of the
author» of the act, and Is issued in
co-operation with the Sascretary of
the Tresatsiry. Trice, tl.M net.

Tss.nl·.:

L. A. R, Permit me, please, to ex¬

presa my pleasure over receiving
the little booklet about "Books, It
helped. Your letter, also, was most
heartenlas. I trust you will do as

you «ay. L.

Let·· Be SmUIMsv
The Herald 1« alts ay* triad to

hear what it« readers like and do
not like about the paper. Con¬
structive suggestions are ever wel¬
come. Drop us a line telling what
you would like to know about
books and authors which this de¬
partment doe« not now print. Ad¬
dress your communication to: LON-
JAC. Litersry Editor. THE WASH¬
INGTON HERALD.

NEWSIE NOTES.

Henry Sydnor Harrison, popular
author of "Quecd" and other novela,
is now a lieutenant in the United
States navy, and at present on staff
duty here In Washington, .

Louisiana, which was bleeding from
wounds of war snd reconstruction.
Beau regard was a praying man.

was often seen on his knees mid
the silence of a poor litte church
In Charleston.

It Is well to remember that "he
who sine not with his tongue is a

perfect man," before hurling abuse
at one who was a Christian, a hero,
a gentleman.

B. VAN C. MEEGAN.
Beauregard Chapter. 1*. D. C.

WANTS CHURCHES OPEN.

Correspondent Questions Right of
Officials to Close Them.

Editor. The Washington Herald:
I'nless a vigorous protest from the
Christian population brings a change in
affairs political, two-thirds of all ot
the churches of Washington will be
closed next Sunday and for several
Sunday» thereafter.
The moving picture «hows, however,

will be in full blast all the afternoon,'
way into midnight.
No doubt the moving picture people

would consider it an outrage were

they compelled to close on their best-
paying day of the week.
Sunday Is the churches own peculiar

day. The day held in weekly remem¬
brance of» the truth of the "Reeurrec-
tion!" Without the living church there
would be no Sunday.

I contest the right of any political
authority, be It what It may. to order
the closing of the crfurche», and I de¬
plore the fact that any Christian,
clergy or laity could allow · patriotic
camouflage to becloud their better na¬
ture and so lend acquiescence to in
act which sanctions closing the doors
of any »ingle congrégation.

EDITH H. THOMAS.

BELIEVES BAKER FAILURE.

Antiquated System of War Depart¬
ment Described at Partial Cause.
Editor The Washington Herald: Out¬

side of the fact that he haa exhibited
a marked degree of stubbornness in
his official attitude regarding «ome
of the problem« he hn» been forced
to meet since he has been at the
head ot the military establishment,
there Is a wide question a« to whether
Secretary Baker ia a» much at fault
la the conduct of aia department o»

Gertrttds Atlttarton la »toaUy ee-

gaged tn ATOrtcan arar ?ß??ß wtrrJx
In rrancs. Har new asjsaal, The
White Morning." will ba laatly aom·

tin»» thl· month.

Mary Roberta Ri«tehart tat «vlaV
ine ber Urne at Camp Sherman bs aa-

¦i»Ung ber hilaban«*. Dr. etani« r at.
Rlnehart «tatlorted Utere. aa« at
working on a
hopes to announce «toon.

Irving Bachelier.
Light in the Clearing."
tnrned from tha war
aad as now giving a ¦arlaa of lec¬
tures on condition» aa Isa aaw them
there.

Several hundred member» ef Harpa.
se Brother»' family asaembled on the
main fletar of the aaaasaa» em«·« la
Franklin Square Tuesday afterrvoon.
aad llsteniM for ovar aa hour ta
Lieut K. If. Roberta, R. P. C-, toll
fascinating atoties of actual war et-

pertencea. Hi» atory In book wll
aoon be brought out by Harper «a
Brother·. Mr. Roberts lectured be¬
fore the National ideographic a»oclety
bere twice Friday.

Abraham Cahan. in a reeettt biter»
view, «aid of the hero of his novel,
"The Rise of David Is»vinakr." whuh
the Harper» published a few weeks
.«to: "My liavid I.evlrisky 1» not a *u- -

ceasful man. H· le a failure. Ha
makes millions. He has everythinr
money can buy. except hsppinea». H.
Is a pathetic figure. Aliti hl· hi a
tratredy of capitalism.
The apple of hi» wealth arad btjauj.s·

.ucees» ia Dead Sea Fruit and turns
to aabes at the Una That I« tha
spirit, the damning spirit of capital¬
ism, that has destroyed American lit·
eratnre, and we must recreate it."

Hugh Ofbaaon'a book. "A Journal
From Our Iaegatlrm in Belgium," n«-ar
In Its fifth printing, has been trans¬
lated Into French and will aeon have
publication by one of the larg· Pa¬
risian publishing hoiuea.

William JalcFee. engineer and autnn-
of "«Casuals of the Sea" and "Alien»
to be published by Doubleday. Paar.
and Company this month, who ha»

? been doing transport «ervice in the
Mediterranean since the ttcgintiliig of

j the war. Is now In London.
He had been there only trvm da«-·

when he re- «lived a· commission aaI Engineer Sub-Lieutensau R. N. R.
Therefore. Mr. McFee baa enlist' '.
ar> to »peak, for the duration of the

I war, which he déclares In a recent lei-j ter «o an American friend "to be very
dimly in the future."

QI K«T|IIMht A>S«t F-Jtbn.
Q. What U the national bytmi «f

Ru>»i»: K. O.
«a. "«jo«*, Protett the Csar."·

Q Which American poet Is aaid a»
ha« c netted sson a word for one ef hta
poems" R. Keating.
A. Jame» whltcomb Rlley la raid la

hate obtained this rate on his c«aV»
lir»t«>d poem, "An Old ¦weetheart «4Mine."

«J. Who wrote 'Th· Oreatest Thin*fin the World T"
A. Henry Drummond was the air»

Uior of 'The «.reatest Thing In th«
World".by which he meant lova,

«i. Who said "The »ettla« of a gres·
hope Is like the «Xrttlng of the eun?'
Bob J.

%A. Henry W»daw<>rth I^ngrellow,
sew book* sasMaeivrKD.

The S »read Fiddle, by Pbyliu «Set·
«.a»e, author of The Dark Tow¬
er." New TorTc : The Century
fompany. Hluattated. Price, II.SS
net.

Mere Fewer le Yets, by Brtser Hut-
tea. Fifty Editorial» fratn Every
Week. New York: The Century
Company. Price. II 00 net

? Haaje al A reíagajedea. by Berlea
¦raler. popular poet. New York;
The Georg· ?. Doran Company»Price, $1 00 net.

Traíalas aad Rewanla ef rkr Pkr-
.ielaa. by R la-karat C. Cahot. ?. D.
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
Company. Price, 11.55 net.

la tbe ?as« a« eat» of »«. l'a el. by
Fraacta I Clark. D. D. M D.
With SS Illusi ration» and one
map. New York: G. P. Putnam·

? Sons.

»ome critic·, tn aad out of the Dem¬
ocratic party, would have the coun¬
try believe.
As Secretary of War. Mr. Baker

is unquestionably a failure. There
i». however, »ome question aa to what
»ucees» any other »election would
have had under the "aystem" which
the army and the War Department
cling to in spite of Its rnanlTeat de·
fects and repeated failure«.

It is, perhaps. Impossible to point
with clearness to actual conditions
in the supply department of the Con¬
tinental army under George Wash¬
ington. At best that army was little
more than undisciplined militia, and
the War Department of colonial d»>»
could hardly be called an executive
military machine. We do know, how¬
ever, that one of the main handi¬
caps under which Washington work-
eat was an inadequate supply de¬
partment lack of eystem In the army
and the directing organisation.
During the war of IM:' wc «era

»till unorganised in a military «en."·
and tht»re in little «o «how that «here
haa been developed «ny marked ef¬
ficiency in the War Department.
The Mexican war found u» with

the rudiments ot a "ayatein." aad
tbe civil war aaw these rudiment»
crystallised into the basi» of the struc¬
ture upon which the War Depart¬
ment i» attempting to operate toda«.
The "syatem" was formulated and

built up by «wlvel-chair expert», noi
by practical military men. It proved
it« incompetency during the civil war
and it failed utterly during the Span-
ish war. It was the subject ot bit¬
ter criticism during year« of peace
and throughout the long* period of In¬
dian »arfare on the plain«. wh«-n.
time after time, scandal and imfn-
clency were brought up for inv«'»-
tigation. More than on Secretar«' of
War has (allea an Innocent «ictln»
to the pernicioua, inadequate and un¬
workable army "s>»«em."
Successive Congre.»· hav« knowa

that the "system" which auperannu-
ated and Inefficient bureauorat» of
the army have clung to with the des¬
peration of shaky old-fogvism wa» a
worthless war-time «y«tem. The peo¬
ple of th« United SUtea. «hen any
of them took the trouble and th··
time to consider the militari estai»*
lishment knew that the "ayetem"
wa« utterly vaimi·. la «rimrgcncK*.

motmtroto ox pao· mi«·».


