
*GAS MASK DAY
ON SATURDAY

Extra Efforts to Collect
Nut Shells Will Be

Made.
Next Saturday has been designated

by the District Commissioners as the
day on which special efforts will be
made in the collection of nuts and
shells to be used for making char¬
coal for gaa masks. The governors
of several States have acted in the
same manner at the suggestion of
th« Red Cross.
The following is the text of the

proclamation issued yesterday by the
Commissioners.

j
' In common with the governors of

many States of the Union we, the
Commissioners of the District of Co-
lumbia. hereby set aside the 9th day

f of November as eras mask day, and
direct the attention of our people to
the need of the government at this
time for many tons of raw material
from which is made the charcoal
that is placed in the gas masks worn

by the meo in the service, and which
. will best absorb the poisonous gas
sent against them by the enemy.

Loaaes by Gas Great.
"We are told that the losses by

gas are greater than those of the
guns of the enemy. Its effect, when
death does not ensue, is much more
horrible than the wounds inflicted
by shells. A million pounds a day
are needed of the pits from peaches,
plums, cherries, apricots, prunes,
dates. olives and the shells of
hickory nuts, walnuts and butter¬

-nuts. This material Is used to
make charcoal which will protect
the men and nurses under Are for
use across the sea. We call on all
citizens to save what is ordinarily
waste material that they may save
more lives.
"The Red Cross has provided two

hundred barrels distributed about
<fthe city of Washington and this
material should be deposited in

^ these barrels. We urge a special
" effort in the gathering of this ma¬

terial on gas mask day. November
9. and that the effort continue every
day until the needs have been
made."

HOUR FIXED TO OPEN
TRADING IN PRODUCE
The bettering of conditions sur¬

rounding the sale of goods on the
local produce market is expected
to result from the order fixing 5
a. m. as the hour at which trading
is to begin on the market.
This order, issued yesterday by

George Roberts, director of the
Bureau of Weights. Measures and
Markets, becomes effective im¬
mediately.
The order prohibits buying or

selling before the hour set. Its
purpose is to put a stop to the pre¬
vailing practice of some dealers of
buying earlier in the morning- and
cornering the supply of produce. In
this way the dealers were able to
boost the price to whatever limit
they desired, having no competition.
»ecording to officials. The matter
has been under consideration for

r 'iome time. The local food admin¬
istration investigated the question
>ome time ago but did not announc.
»ny decision.

In for Stealing
Autos; They Steal

Auto and Escope
Three while men. all of whom

were serving prison terms in Ix>r-
ton. Va, for stealing automobiles,
got out o' jail yejterday after¬
noon in the same manner they
got into jcil.
One of them. Thomas Williams,

41 years of age who was -vorking
in the lower end of a field, saw
an automobile standing beside the
road. When he thought no one was
looking he Jumped in it. Bern J.
Clark. 25 years of age and J. Ray¬
mond Garges. 37 years of age.
jumped in afterwards and Will¬
iams sped the car out of sight.
Garges and Clark were each

serving two-year terms while
Williams was under a three-year
sentence. All were well-known
automobile thieves.

fMiss Jessie McGrath, of Chicago,!
carried $1,962 in bills sewed in the
fining of her clothing, it was devel¬
oped when she was sent to a hos-
pital.

Last Night at Theaters
rtll'B.MAtta Boy."

Toward the end of *"Atta B>y. at
Poll's Theater last night. Capt Frank
Tinney, who had been obliging for a

couple of hours with a little
from thi» and that drollery of hjsown. opined that the»ol«Mr W
participating had a well-defined idea
that "Atta oy" had "gone over.
Capt. Tinney can begin no contro-
versy here on that score. In our
judgment. "Atta Boy" Is ,t,he1ro°*'spectacular, smashing musical hit
Washington has seen since a yeaT
aco last April.

It is perhaps fortunate for the rest
of the dramatic world that the strife
across the sea seems nearly ended. A
few more so-called -amateur' efforts
of army camps, directed by Profef"sionals within the ranks, and our old
friend. Mr. Average Theatergoer.
might voice an' emphatlo Prot"
against outlaying 12 and a war tax
for the general run of so-called pro¬
fessional" musical efforts.

Praise for the success of Atw
Boy".and success undoubtedly ai^itained in overflowing me"u'*
must be coupled with commendation
of the work of certain technicians

'of merit, working in khaki
the boys at Camp Meigs, for whose
welfare fund the play was given.
There are twelve songs.each o

_

a hit.which are credited to Nat
Osborne, a composer of some ram
already achieved. Three of these
are good enough to attain real p p
ularity. The three are "On a IJttle
Farm in Normandy. StroUln*
Round the Camp With Mary, and
"While You're On Your Way
.Germany."

.

"Atta Boy" opened with a smash.
That is the only word to properly
describe it. The first act was a

minstrel scene, with no leas than
'150 boys in khaki packed en masse
under a great American flag andI draped in on three sides with cur-
tains of purple. The reverberating
melody of those 150 voices, chorus-
ing in eight songs in the first act.
was organ-like in its profundity
and chording sweep.
From the camp Itself, we are told,

I the boys had acquired the services
| of Frank Tinney. Frank, who Is a
captain now. had practically written
his "own part and he bolstered the
comedy portions of the show in
tlnfshed and patriotic style. A cer¬
tain Private Maley. professional in
his technique, might have walked
away with the show, but for his
better-known associate.
Private John Haw carried ofT the

vocal honors of the evening, and there
were two or three other lads who mayfeel, with some justice, that fate cast
them wrong when she did not make
them Thespians. Technicaly. how¬
ever. "Atta Boy" is a personal tri¬
umph for Nat Osborne, the composer;
Dan Dody, who staged it, and Lieut.

1 Ballard MacDonald, who wrote ihe
[book and the lyrics.

Frankly. "Atta Boy" is a worthy
rival, in our judgment, of Sergt. Irv-
ing Berlin's "Yip, Yip. Yap-hank,"
but all this praise, after all. is en¬
tirely futile, it seems. The intelligence
wa# bruited about early in-the even-
ling that "Atta Boy" was practically
sold out. so our encouragement ap-
parentlv is not needed. If there is
a seat left In the house, though . it
should be gotten somehow. There
seems little room for argument that
"Atta Boy" Is the hit of the week.

National."Little Teacher.**
The legendary "Goshen Hollow.

Vermont." was the center of many
amusing events presented by Cohan.and Harris at the National last
night.
The "Little Teacher" is a pleas-ling play, well written, well staged,

and exceptionally well acted. Mitt*
Mary Ryan in the stellar role as the
teacher in a school in th#1 Vermont
hills wins the love and afTection of
the entire village of Goshen Hol¬
low in a very short while with a
charming smile and an habitual
willingness to "always help." She
emerges victorious from many a
critical situation by a splendid
ability to present her side of the
case clearly and forcibly.
She is interrupted at the end of

the first school day by the sudden
appearance of two of her pupils in
tears and quaking with fear. They
tell a tale of misery, of want, and
of brutal treatment by their pa¬
rents. Miss West hurries the kid-Idles ofT to her boarding house and
from thence proceeds in the role of
foster mother.notwithstanding a
condemnation from all Goshen Hol¬
low. But in the third act, the Lit¬
tle Teacher proves to the satisfac¬
tion of a committee of villagers that
the children in her charge are not
the offspring of an Italian woman
who has claimed for six years their
parentage. The "mother and her
drunken husband are shown to be
kidnappers in fact, while the real
mother of Andy and Marie is a
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worker behind the line* in France.
Throughout the entire perform¬

ance the audience 1* kept in merri¬
ment by Curti* Cooksey, who aa

"Pug" a roughneck lumberman, at¬
tempt* to become a regular fellow
by taking a course under the Little
Teacher. Hi* effort* at parsing
verbs and reading poetry were both
ludicrous and pathetic.

In the course of the play "Pug"
.becomes the protector of the chil-
idren and of the Little Teacher from
the threatened brutality of their
kidnappers. But the scandal of the
neighborhood compel* "Pug" to
heave town and then at the dra¬
matic cloae of the last act he re¬
appears in the uniform of an Amer-
'ican soldier, having somehow be¬
come educated and groomed during
his absence.
On the whole the show becomes

Miss Ryan and *he i* assisted by a
very able cast.

Bela*co."The Melting of Molly."
Efforts to coin a phrase that would

aptly apply to all the merit* of "The
Melting of Molly," given to a happy
audience at the Belasco Theater last
night, must necessarily result in the
same fashion that the extras heralded
the outcome of the world dominion
ambitions of Germany.failure. Three
hours of comedy, some of it parboiled
and the rest done to a turn, loaded
down the vehicle that Maria Thomp¬
son Davies and Edgar Smith designed
to feature a strong cast -provided by
the Shubert Theatrical Company.
"The Melting of Molly" is a produc.

tiou billed as "a play with music," but
it has more than music. It has an
avoirdupois of comedy in much the
same proportion that the renowned
Alfred Bennett, diplomat extr^ordi-t
nary and lover frigid, boasted as he
entered the play In the last act.
The play deals with a conceited

youth who goes abroad to fill a diplo¬
matic berth. He is fastidious ano
shirks the table. Imagine the girl,
Molly Carter, who waits four long
years, rejecting in the meantime a
suitor with all claim to eligibility,
greeting a 400-pound husband "Dy
proxy," at the lapse of the allotted
time, who returns to these shores
sans his ideas of diet and with only a
taste for fattening viands.
The long and short of the produc¬

tion is that it handles some unusual
and exceedingly funny situations in
an Unusual way, but It runs too long.
That fact must have been apparent to
even the most unsophisticated when
they compared their watches at the
conclusion of the performance.
"The Melting of Molly," featuring

two people who reflected great credit
upon themselves, serves to exploit T.
Richards and Isabelle Lowe to good
advantage.
It has all the earmarks of a season*s

favorite.with recommendation for a
career of longevity provided the ltnes
of the first two act* are shortened
and some needless incidentals cut out.
The audience was glad to see the re- j

turn of Mrs. Charles G. Craig as
"Judy," the old mammy in an old
aristocratic Virginia family that has
run out of almost everything save
prestige. Frank Kingdoa made an ex.
cellent Judge Wade.
Gloria Goodwin and Ted Lorraine

brought some new dancing steps to the
Capital and Belasco audiences this
week are assured of some excellent
work in features that seemed to have
lost their importance in the eyes of
some producers.
Robert Bentley whs a forceful char¬

acter as Alfred Bennett, the diplomat.
Edgar Norton made a delightful Eng-

^ lish extremist. Others whose work
| was excellent in the first night's offer. J
j las are Vera Roehm. Maude Turner
Gordon. Allison McBain and Marjorie
Dunbar Prlngle.
"The Melting of Molly" is recom¬

mended as a good after-the-war topic,
but its producers can do some good
work yet in shortening the lines.

Kelth'a."An American Aee.w
After four weeks of "fluful.*' show-

less nights. Keith Theater goers
flocked a capacity house last nicht.¦
and enthusiastically applauded every
number on a first-class bill headed by
"An American Ace" and Lew Dock-
stader.
The ace is Taylor Granville, an avia¬

tor, who is protected by fate from all
dancers except girls. There are so!
many complications In the twenty
minutes of the sketch as to defy synop- jsis. German spies (one of tae vam-

pirine variety!, doughboys, a sweet jmaid of Picardy. a misplaced mar¬
riage. stolen letters, big guns, a bat¬
tle In the air. planted telephone* and
cooties are some of the things that
make this sketch move like an eight-
cylinder sport car. The cast is very.
good throughout. Taylor Granville,
playing the alert swift minded bird
man with perfection of snap and fin¬
ish. The unfortunate who imperson¬
ates a German guard is surely "out!
of luck." All that he gets are hisses. |But then he gets plenty of those.
The artillery in the sketch calls fori
special commendation. Tt must be
something like Chateau Thierry back
stage.
"I'm just another war worker look¬

ing for a room," says Lew Dock-
stader. and adds touchlnglv, "T don't
mind it in the day time, but I can't
sleep in taxis at night." Mr. DocJt-
stader. in addition to a fine line of
IV>ckstadian repartee, including praise
of our new lady traffic cop, has a
dolorous ballad anent the present
aridity beginning, "Washington, you
once were pretty, now you look like
Zion City." Most of the former fa-
mous local places of refreshment are
honorably mentioned.
Lester Crawford and Helen Broder-

jick appear in "A Little of This and a
Little of That," which, after concern¬
ing itaelf with the sadness of matri-
xrtony, winds up very humanly with a
song about spooning and the moon.
This act is remarkably clever all the
way through.
In a series of baritone solos and

piano solos, Robert Pore and George
Halperin were notably pleasing. Per-
haps the most effective number was
the vocal rendition of Kipling's grim
"Danny Deever." La Bernicia, with
an assisting company, presented a
number of classic dances with much
nerve and technical ability. The Dun¬
can sisters, who look as though they
had escaped from a seminary, sing a
number of up-to-tomorrow songs with
much charm and freshness. Chris
Richards has a dislocatable mouth with
which he emphasizes his jokes un¬
mistakably. The Van Cellos, in "Foot
Feats." juggle barrels and black and
white color schemes with ec*ual felic¬
ity.
Last night was also marked by a

silent half minute of prayer by theaudience for the American boy* inFrance. Everyone in fhe house stood
and faced the east during this period.Manager Robbins announced that thiscustom is being inaugurated in all theKeith theaters.

C2ayety.Sportlag Widow Company.
The Sporting Widow Company open¬ed the Gayety Theater yesterday totwo capacity houses which were high¬ly amused with the comedy work ofthe star, Harry Cooper, and the bril¬liant cast that supported him to¬

gether with an excellent chorus, oftwenty young ladies that could singand de.nce well.
The Sporting Widow is in, two partswith seven scenes, which givfe the com¬

pany plenty of opportunity to puttheir lines and fun over with lots of
pep. The costumes made a fine sipec-

tacie when assembled on the stage
In the different numbers.
Harry Cooper, in the part of the

promoter, waa Juat aa funny aa ever

and kept the audience In an uproar
whenever he made hia appearance.
Hla work took the crowd by storm,
and it was hard for him to get away
to make hia change for the next scene
so anxious was the audience to hear
more from the star. Miss Julie Kelety
rendered her selections with fine shad¬
ing which pleased the audience, erne
was called upon to respond to several
encores.
The trio specialty,, composed of

Messrs. Wright. Wiest and Meyers,
was the best that has been heard In
this city In a long time. They had to
come back several times before the
crowd would allow them to depart so
the show could proceed to the end.
The chorus was made up of

"ponies" and show girls and had
lot* of chances to show its ability
to sing the many catchy airs that
fell to its lot during the performance.
The girls could also dance and their
marches were well executed and
brought them plenty of applause.

Slew Lofw's Palace Opeas.
Loew's Palace Theater "house-

warming" last night boasted a note¬
worthy gathering of men and women
prominent in government, social and
art circles.
Julia Kelety, prima donna at the

Winter Garden was much In evidence,
although Mary Plckford In "Johanna
Enlists," on the screen should prob¬
ably, technically, to be considered
the star.
Others 'famous cinema folk, beside

Julia Kelety who were present in
person, were Rita Jollvet, Gladys
Leslie, Mollle King, Lila Lee. Agnes
Ayres Carlyle Blackwell, George Price
and Frank .Loomls.
James Montgomery Flag* the fa¬

mous artist, as well as Harry Tler-
ney, the song writer, also were pres-

Marcus Loew, manager of the thea-
" C?me before the curtain with a
talk In which he said that he felt

atrthethenrfh% had opened th« Palace

of wace
W8r and ,he

piIr'Hfo,rHarminfr P'ay ln «'hlch Mary

lilt, "u ^PP"Jared' "Joanna En¬
list,. is based on the widely-read

Rupert w" i,t>b"llatlon of Johanna."

ratFTe ?. ,
' a nar-

ous hu nor
y W"h dp,lcl"

»nH°w1"n W5cUean- Monte Blue
and Wallace Beery are the principal

'he supporting caste.

*¦=..
a comedy featuring

Tv Arbuckl''' the Hearst-Pathe
Weekly and a beautiful, hand-colored
scenic complete the evening's enter-
tainment.
The theater proper I* the latest

word in theatrical construction. Or¬
chestra. balcony and spacious lobby
make up the structure. The decora"-
.°.T tJlrouKhout are modified Adam

style. The color scheme is soft grey
toned down with amber and gold.
A golden dome with a chandelier,

marble lobby and pillars, and bronzed
capitals, complete the scheme. The
furniture Is all of warm brown ma¬
hogany except ttyu In the ladles-
room which is Chinese in style and
black in color.
The stage is a thing of beauty with

its three-color lighting scheme against
the semi-circular colonnade with .ls

Oeautifully colored dome above it.
The theater was designed by Thoma'

WT. Lamb, the theatre expert of New
^ ork city, who has built many beau-
tifu I theaters all over the I'nited
States, but who feels that this, the
triumph of the Loew circuit is his
best.

Loew's Columbia."He Comes fn
Smiling."

With its new decorations and other
improvements. Loew'a Columbia was

crowded to its capacity nearly all day
yesterday with eager picture patrons
to see Douglas Fairbanks in his latest
photoplay, "He Conies l'p Smiling"
The throngs who visited the plav-
house were agreeably surprised at im¬
provements made. In its new dress of
gray and gold and the new tier of
mezzonine boxes. I/iew'n has every
appearance of an entirely new the¬
ater. No better photoplay could have
been selected than Douglas Fairbanks
in " He Comes Up Smiling" for the
reopening, as It is one of the best film
productions In which this inimitable
screen star has appeared, and it will
remain the feature for the entire
week. v

The scenario was written by Fran¬
ces Marion from the famous stage
comedy by Byron Ongley and Emile
Mytray. which in turn was based
upon the celebrated novel bv Charles
Sherman, published bv Bobbs. Merrill
Co. Mr. Fairbanks appeared in the
original cast when the play was pro¬
duced at the Liberty Theater. New
York City, on September 16. 1914, where
It rat. for more than three months to
big business, afterwards going on the
road.
In the role of Jerry Martin " The

Watermelon," Mr. Fairbanks has de¬
veloped a real character, filled with
such whimsicalities that it fairly bris¬
tles with fun. The Fairbanksian smile
and athletics are ln evidence every in¬
stant from the time when Jerry Is
seen chasing a canary until the final

scene when he takes his pretty little
Billy to his heart.
The cast includes a Ion* list of pop¬

ular screen favorites, such as Mar-
Jorfe Daw, Kathleen Kirkham. Frank
Campeau, Herbert Standing, Albert
McQuarrie and Bull Montana. The
strong love interest, the exciting
scenes and novel and ludicrous aitua-
tions, doubtless will make this one of
Mr. Fairbanks' most acceptable photo-

i.plays.

Moore's Strand."Pal* First."
The delicate artistry of the new

decorative scheme of red, white and
blue, seemed to please the crowds
that filled Moore's Strand Theater
to capacity yesterday and last night
quite as much as the diverting qual-
ities of "Pals First," the chief feat-
ure of the reopening photoplay bill.
"Pals First." the film version of

the play of the same name devised
by Lee Wilson Dodd from the novel
of Frances Perry Elliott, presents as
its pictured star the late Harold
Lockwood. and, by the unusual char¬
acter of its principal figure provides
many of the qualities that enabled
Mr. Lockwood to attain the brilliant
position among film stars that he
occupied when his career was

brought to so (untimely an end- The
story is based 'upon a theme of faith¬
ful friendship and splendid motives.
The master of a Southern estate,
supposedly dead, returns In the guise
of a vagabond In company with an¬
other outcast who has lost his hold
upon respectability and social poai-
tion. The real Identity of the travel-
stained pair is disclosed and it be¬
comes known that the masquerader
Is the owner of the mansion in which
he has taken up his abode.
Mr. I^ockwood's Impersonation of

Danny Rowland is one of the fine
things contributed to the screen by
this virile young American and the
supporting roles of greatest impor¬
tance are well played by Ruby De
Remer and James Lackaya.
The bill is completed by shorter

reels of news events and comedy and
an orchestral accompaniment, ar¬

ranged by Mr. Breeskin.

Moore's Garden.MA Xymph of the
, Foothills."

Moore's Garden Theater yesterday1
resumed the crowded tenor of its
way, brightened by many coats of
paint, by presenting Gladys Leslie in
the Vitagraph Blue Ribbon feature,
"A Nymph of the Foothills."
The story is of a young girl of the

mountains who marries a handsome
visitor from the city and thus incurs
the displeasure of her father and the
jealous hatred of Jeff Crandall, her,
bucolic sweetheart. The mysterious
death of Emmy Chaney's father,
coupled with ominous threats of veil-

geance against the metropolitan
stranger, injects an element of melo¬
drama into the plot that affords Miss
Leslie opportunities to demonstrate
her interpretative power in a much
stronger role than any with which
her name has heretofore been iden¬
tified. She acquits herself with credit,
as may be said also of Alfred Kap-
pelar, Walter Hiers and C. A. Ste¬
venson. who appear in the support¬
ing roles of primary importance.
A film comedy was an additional

attraction. On Wednesday and Thurs¬
day the feature will be "The Girl
of Today," picturing Corinne Grif¬
fith and Marc MacDermott.

NAMES OF D. C. MEN
LATELY DEAD IN CAMP
The names of twenty Washington

men appear on the list of soldiers
who died in military camps and in
cities in this country during the week
ending October 25, 1918. This list
was issued by the War Department
last night. The names follow:
Camp Dix. N. J., Private Paul B.

Fihe. 2T/>5 Washington circle Camp
Dodge. Iowa. Private James Stephe-
ney, 100S Fimt street; Camp Hum¬
phreys. Vs.. Private Lewis A. Niedo-
manski, 7M Seventh street northeast;
Private William Henrv Rollins. 1377
L street southeast; Camp Jackson.
S. C., Private Henry Benoon, 2006 L
street northwest; Camp Johnston.
Fla.. Private Albert T. Drake, 2422
K street northwest; Camp Lee. Va..
Private James A. Cooper. 27^5 O street
(northwest; Cnmp Meade, Md.. Private
Morgan Brooks Harvey. 234 Eleventh
street southeast; Corp. Edward S.
Hogdon. 736 Tenth street; Private
Daniel Milbert Jackson. 301 I* street
northwest: Private Antonio Mlsslni.
45 H street northwest; Private Joseph
Phely**. $23 Hamilton street: Camp
Sherman. Ohio. Private William L.
Hibbs. 722 East street northeast: Camp
Syracuse, N. Y.. Private Cornelius
Olson. Mt. Vernon; Kelly Field. Tex..
Corp. Leo I. Simmons. 1837 Sixth
street northwest; Syracuw. N. Y..
Private Charles Monroe Edwards. 115
Second street northeast; "Washington,
Capt. Eugene H. Kothe, 40T» Rutland
apartments. Seventeenth street and
Riggs place; Lieut. William T. Ryan.

11012 Thirteenth street northwest:
Lieut. John Wellington Stepp. 540
Morton street northwest; Capt.
Charles D. Waterbury, 43 Bryant
street northwest.

PROCLAMATION
Attention, officers and enlisted men of the United

States Army, Army Reserves, United States Navy and
Naval Reserves, Marines and members of the Red Crou
stationed in and about the city of Washington, D. C.,
who are

Voters of the State of New York
An opportunity will be given you to vote for the candidates

BACK HOME in conjunction with the general election in New
York State, November 5, 1918. An election will be held on
Monday, November 4, and Tuesday, November 5, between the
hours of 9 o'clock in the forenoon and 5 o'clock in the evening,at 1400 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W., corner of Fourteenth Street,directly opposite the New Willard Hotel. All qualified electors,male and female, are requested to take advantage of this op¬portunity to cast their ballot.

FRANCIS M. HUGO,
Secretary of State,

STATE OF NEW YORK.

The only Caniinental Music Hall in America combined with
the Smartest and Finest Restaurant in the World

A bewildering entertainment that overshadows
any other similar offering ever attempted.

"Worth ScflMig."
Every Evening. Including Sundays.
"The Spice of Life"

By John Murray Anderson, with Music by James
K. Hackett.

Dinner Show at 7:15. After Theater Supper 11:15
NO CHARGE FOR DINNER PERFORMANCE

DIRECTION OF COPPEL. & CANTONI
New York City's ^ Leading Restaurant.

13F

Fight for the Dardanelles
Now Surrendered
Ambassador Morgenthau Tells

of Dramatic Venture.

VICTORY IN SIGHT; FLEET DEPARTS
"Published by special arrangement with The McClure NewspaperSyndicate. Copyright, 1918, by DoabUday, Page & Co. A!l r ghts re-

served. Copyrighted in Great Britain, Canada and Australia. Ail rightsreserved for France, Belgium, Holland, Italy, Spain, Russia and the
Scandinavian Countries.

SEVENTEENTH INSTALLMENT.
*n»e " aiifsciiucuu a maneuvers ac-i

[complished two purposes: it placed
Germany before the :populace as
Turkey's friend, and it also provided
a subterfuge for getting the ships
through the Dardanelles. and
enabling them to remain in Turkish
waters. All this beguiled the more
ignorant part of the Turkish people,
and gave the cabinet a plausible
ground for meeting the objection of
entente diplomats, but it did not de-
ceive any intelligent person. The
Goeben and the Breslau might
change their names, and the German
sailors might adorn themselves with
Turkish fezzes, but we all knew from
the beginning that this sale was a
sham. Those who understood the
financial condition of Turkey could
only be amused at the idea that she
could purchase these modern vessels,
Moreover, the ships were never in-
corporated in the Turkish navy; on
the contrary, what really happened
wa« that the Turkish navy was an- |
nexed to these German ships. A
handful of Turkish sailors were
placed on brard at on: time for ap¬
pearance sake, but their German offi¬
cers and German crews still retained
active charge. Wangenheim. In his
talks with me, never made any seeAt
of the fact that the ships still re¬

mained German property. "I never
expected to have such big checks to
sign," he remarked one day. refer¬
ring to his expenditures on the Goe-
ben and the Breslau. He always
called them "our" ships. Even
Talaat told me in so many words
that the cruisers did not belong to
Turkey.

Belong to Turks!
'The Germans say they belong to

the Turks." he remarked, with his
characteristic laugh. "At any rate
it's very comforting for us to have
them here. After the war, if the
Germans win. they will forget all
about it and leave the ships to us.

ilf the Germans lose, they won't be
able to take them away from us:"

The German government made no

real pretension that the sale had
been bona fide; at least when the
Greek minister at Berlin protested
acrainst the transaction as unfriendly
to Greece.naively forgetting the
American ships which Greece had
recently purchased.the German offl-
ciais soothed him by admitting, sotto

voce, that the ownership still re-

mained with Germany. Yet when the
entente ambassadors constantly pro¬
tested against the presence of the
German vessels, the Turkish officials
blandly kept up the pretense that

they were Integral parts of the j
Turkish navy!
The German officers and crews

greatly enjoyed this farcical pre-
tense that the Goeben and the Bres¬
lau were Turkish ships They took
delight in putting on Turkish fezzes.
thereby presenting to the world con¬

clusive evidence that these loyal sal-
lors of the Kaiser were now parts
of the Sultan's navy. One day the
Goeben sailed up the Bosporous.
halted in front of the Russian em-

bassy and dropped anchor. Then
the officers and men lined the deck
in full view of the enemy embassy.
All solemnly removed their Turkish
fezzes and put on German caps. The
band played "Deutschland Ueber Al-
les." the "Wacht am Rhein" and
other German songs, the German
sailors singing loudly to the accom-

jpaniment. When they had spent an
hour or more serenading the Rus-
sian ambassador, the officers and
crew removed their German caps
and again put on their Turkish
fezzes. The Goeben then picked up
'her anchor and started south to her
station, leaving in the ears of the
Russian diplomat the gradually dy-
ing strains of German war songs as
the cruiser disappeared down
stream.

I have often speculated on what

would have happened If the Eng¬
lish battle cruisers, which pursued
the Breslau and Goeben up to the
mouth of the Dardanelles, had not
been too gentlemanly to violate in¬
ternational law. Suppose that they
had entered the strait, attacked the
German cruisers in the Marmora, ]
and sunk them. They could have,
done this, and< knowing all that we
know now, such an action would
have been justified. Not improbably Jthe destruction would have k»ptTurkey out of the war. For the ar-
rival of these cruisers made it in¬
evitable that Turkey, when the
proper moment came, should join
her forces with Germany. With them
the Turkish navy became stronger:
than the Russian Black Sea fleet.
and thus made it certain that Rus¬
sia could make no attack on Con-
stantinople. The Goeben and the
Breslau. therefore practically gave
the Ottoman and German naval!
forces control of the Black Sea. jMoreover these two ships could eas-
ily dominate Constantinople, and
thus they furnished the means bywhich the German navy. If the occa-
sion should arise, could terrorise the
Turks. I am convinced that, when
the judicious historian reviews this jwar and its consequences, he will
say that the passage of the strait-
by these German ships made It in-
evitable that Turkey should join
Germany at the moment that Ger-
many desired her assistance, and
that it likewise sealed the doom of
the Turkish empire. There were
men in the Turkish cabinet who per-Icelved this, even then. The story
was told in Constantinople.though
I do not vouch for it as authentic
history.that the cabinet meeting at
which this momentous decision h<ad
been made had not been altogether
harmonious. The grand vizier and
Djemal, it was said, objected to the
fictitious "sale." and demanded that
it should not be completed. When
the discussion had reached its
height. Enver, who wag playing
Germany's game, announced that he
had already practically completed
the transaction. In the silence that
followed his statement this younir
Napoleon pulled out his pistol and
laid it on the table.

"If any one here wishes to ques¬
tion this purchase,'" he said quietly
and icily, "I am ready to meet him."

Pretended Sympatky,
A few weeks after the Goeben and

the Breslau had taken up permanent
headquarters in the Bosporus, Dja-
vid Bey, minister of finance, hap¬
pened to meet a distinguished Bel-
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