
Activities of Women Prominent in the Social Life of the Nation's Capital
"3it tl)e Social \IPorl&

By MAUD McDOUGALL. II

Washington went over the top
Thursday night.over the top of Joy
and excitement. It's a dry town, but
It was fairly Intoxicated with the
news that Germany had surrendered
.the war was over.and victoriously!

It began 900:1 after noon, when one

J evening paper got out an "extra!"
; And the siren on top of the Evans

building began screaming: hysterically.
The siren's real business in life is to
remind the populace each day at
noon to say a little prayer for the
boys over there. It is a fearful
parody on the angelua of more devout'
lands.a sort of irreverent caricature
of the Muessln of the Mussulman.
Imagine attempting to call a nation
to a few moments of forgetfulness of
the sordid affairs of life to a few
moments of spiritual communion with
the Creator with a sort of sublim-
ated factory whistle! And the sol¬
emn phariscelsm which did not see

the* utter incongruity of It!
ft was Just when the streets were

full of war workers out for their
luncheon hour.and it ^completely de-
moralised the work of the govern¬
ment departments and big war bu- I
reaus. They didn't declare a holl-j
day.their staffs simply took the
matter in their own hands.and quit,
swarmed out Into the streets, com¬

mandeered every passing truck and
motor, bought out the flag stocks,
the rattles, the screamers, the con¬
fetti.and proceeded to celebrate.
The two afternoon papers alter¬

nated with extras.the one Insisting
that the war was over. Germany had:

signed the armistice, the other in¬
sisting that the armistice had .notj
been signed, that the conference!
would not begin until 5 o'clock, the
German delegates had not even

crossed the lines. It insisted that the
State Department gave no conflrma-
tion of the alleged news.
But the boys could not sell those

papers. The others went like hot
cakes. The people were celebrating.
They refused to consider any sug¬
gestion that they were premature.
They were drunk with excitement.
Th*n. of course, came the cold gray
dawn of the morning after.
Nevertheless it was a wonderful

night. "And should I live a thou-'
sand years I never would forget it." I

About the same time Miss Margaret
Wilson was having a wonderful time|
over there. The news that she had
landed occasioned vary little surprise
in Washington, though it was notj
known outside of her Immediate fam-
Hy and a few officials that she had
started. When one inquired casually!
for her at the White House, the!
equally casual answer was that she
was "around somewhere." and again
that she had gon** up to New York
'"a few days ago." Which responses
were literally true, but equally cal¬
culated to deceive.
Nobody paid much attention to the

fact that, while ,she was supposed
to be in Washington, she was not
as much in evidence as usual. Be-
cause the influensa epidemic was or.

j and nobody was as much in evidence
. as usual And for the past two
years Miss Wilson has been in the
habit of starting off on long tours
.during which she has sung for the

"Uroflt of the lied Cross all over the
countrv. and for the pleasure of th*»
soldiers in all. or nearly all. Ihe,
camps and cantonments, under the*

auspices of the Y. M C. A., K of
C.. and other big: welfare orfaniia-
tions.
The news that she had landed over¬

seas to do the same thing over there
explained the new photograph of her.
not too conspicuously displayed in
the show case of a local photograph¬
er. It is chiefly noticeable because
it shows her In the uniform of the
Y. M. C. A .and nobody in Wash¬
ington had seen her In that sort of
costume. Presumably she had it taken
Just before starting, for the benefit
of her friends on this side.and per¬
haps to help the publicity of the
Community War Service campaign
which ia about opening.
It develops that she went over with

her singing teacher. Ross David, and
Mr*. David who have managed and
chaperoned her tours on this side.
Ross David sings tenor, and Mrs.
David plavs propriety.and their ac¬

companiments.on a portable organ.
The night they landed Miss Wilson
sang: for the stevedores, or longshore¬
men. or whatever they call them over

there, at the port of debarkation. It
was announced that she was booked
for a year, and was traveling "prac¬
tically incog" with a desire only for
those courtesies usually extended to a

wearer of the "T" uniform: and then
a few minutes later that she would
probably as her travels brought her
into their respective vicinities, be
presented to President Poincare. King
Victor Emmanuel. King Albert, of
Belgium. King George and Queen
Mary. well as to the allied mili¬
tary leaders of Europe.
She has started right in doing it.

She landed on Monday. I believe, and
on Wednesday she is reported to have
met Premier Clemenceau, and assent¬
ed enthusiastically to his request that
she extend her benevolence to the
French soldiers, and sing for the
Poilus.
Strange to relate, the President of

France and Mme. Poincare did not
"entertain at luncheon In honor of
Miss Margaret Wilson." Not by a

long shot! She was merely Incidental.
and probably counted herself lucky
that she happened along Just in time.
to be included. It was a luncheon in
compliment to the allied ambassadors
and ministers. Including Col. Edward
M. House, the President's personal
representative at the council board.
and Mrs. House.
The guests Included, besides Col.

and Mrs. House, the Japanese Am-,
bassador and Mme. Matui. the Ital¬
ian Ambassador and Counteas Bonin-!
I»ngare. American Ambassador and!
Mrs. Sharp. Miss Margaret Wilson,
the Earl of Derby, the British Am-1
bassador. Premier Venixelos of
Greece. the Serbian Minister and Mme.
Vesnitch. the Belgian Minister and
Baroness de Galffier d'Hestroy. the!
ministers from Greece and Portugal,
Eduard Benes, the Czecho-Slovak for-
pign minister. Ministers Pichon. Klotz.
I>eygues. and Loucheur of the French
cabinet. Marshal and Mme. Joffre and
Henry Bergson.
Imagine sitting down to lunch with'

all that greatness: Wouldn't It make!
you feel your own Insignificance? I

Miss Margaret Wilson is certainly j
getting a whole lot of fun out of her
|ob as President's daughter. As T.
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friend when h* was In th«
«<>"¦«. she I. having "a per¬

il? corking time." His daughter.
Mice, now Mrs. I.ongworth. made the
nost of her opportunities. In the
lame position. She had different
deaa of a good tlm*-but she cer-
.slnly had one, even as Miss Mar-
wret Wilson does. Along about last
March I happenod to be In a group
:o whom she Wa§ telling her adven¬
tures during a Southern trip, and
there wag no doubt that »he enjoyed
it all.the social lionising in all the
little Southern cities, as well as the
thrill of singing to the great bodies
of soldiers, and being acclaimed by
thousands of men In uniform.

It must be much tha same thrill
that comes to the successful candidate
on the evening of his election, when
his followers acclaim him, and the
ftntlre community cheers. Which
brings one around to this last elec¬
tion.

Wasn't it an interesting election?
It would seem to prove.well, al¬

most anything you want to prove.
That it is not wise to say "politics is
adjourned".after a long, long breath

'cep' me!" That if the Republi¬
cans are "pro-war and antl-Adfnlnis-
tration" on the whole that suits the
country better than being anti-war
and pro-Administration That the
answer to "What will the Kaiser
thinkT' is, "Does it matter?"
Washington mas, as usual on elec¬

tion night, a combination of ke**n
Interest in the seats of the mighty
and stolid apathy on the part of the
man on the street. The newspaper
bulletins were watched by small and
rather listless crowds.but they were
so hopelessly Inadequate that they
were more an aggravation than any¬
thing else.
At the White House, they tell me.

the President, at least as interested
as I, received the returns.all alone,
except for Mrs. Wilson; though Mr.
Tumulty had a group of interested
politicians in the White house of¬
fices. It's the flrst time since he has
been in the White House that the
President and his secretary have fail¬
ed to go home to vote. Even at the
primaries they have turned up with
commendable regularity.

The most astonishing, and distress¬
ing-regardless of politics.of the
Parly returns was the report that
Champ Clark had been defeated in
his home district. Even those who
hoped that, through the election of
a Republican House, he might cease
to be Speaker, would have keenly
regretted his ceasing to be a Rep-
res. ntatlve. The tllmlnatlon of the
Clark.* from Washington life would
have been unthinkable. 80 there was
a general sigh of relief when lat^r
returns indicated that he had pulifd
through.though It was hard to un-
l^rstand how he had come to be .in
danger. It was the general impres¬
sion.which I believe the Clarks
shared-that Mr Clark was unbeat¬
able In his home district. So there
was a moment of dismay when the
flrst reports came in that he had
actually been beaten. However, it
was only the tlrst reports, and the
Inal reckoning showed that he had
t)een returned with an even bigger
plurality than last time. Which is
as it should be.

There was. on the whole, rejoicing
that Washington was to have the
Truman Newberrys back from De¬
troit They were part of the cabinet
i-lrcle.Mr Newberry was Assistant
secretary and then Secretary of the
Navy during the entire four years of
Roosevelt's second term.and are re-

S!.r.;?d .a8 emin"»*ly desirable both
politically and socially What fun
William Alden Smith must have had
"tting back and watching that strug-

Jie for the place he had decided he
.11 dn t want any longer! Presumably

to him .WM e^nently satisfactory
to him. since It returned a Republi-
1? .

In good and regular
standing to succeed him.
And of course, there were cases-

Ike that of McCormick vs. Lewis~
Where affections, regardless of poli-
he8"Ham 'drldri People r«ally like

L Lewises.even though thev
*nd £,,'n*tor,'^wia' Pink whiskers

'which sr r"y lov"y clothe,,
vhhh ar#» only exceeded by his ex-

heT rraM r8°nv ' And
mey really like the Medill McCor-
micka. Mrs. McCormick.as R.th

Hha."ni,r',rew up ln th"r «"<j
* mo8t attractive woman-

y that®!, £!nCtJy po"tlve personal-
ke. whJ tUnd to **> attractively
RMM .k

1,1 not actively likedStill there was the feeling 'that If
the Lewises lost. Washington would
not necessarily lose thrm-the admin

wk
n w°uld fake care of ht

WalhTr. " ,he McOormlcks loTt
Washington would lose them. Ana

J*' would be a distinct loss For
hey are young people of Ideas, and

he Dair .
'" *' Whlle H has for

he past two year, been wartime en-

decwiSi £ a"d Mr" M,cor.lck has
decided ideas as to the propriety of
functions" in war time, has had Its
own peculiar and delightful quality.
nilV. ' ,un to lnfor'n*l Sunday

"uppers-where one met all the
p®op,e wh<> came to

Washington. Invitations to the Mc-
Lormicka' Sunday evenings have been
£r*atly in demand.

vLl"' yMr 'hey had a house up on
Hampshire avenue, within about

M" Stotesbury's forme.
TP." °ccup,ed *>y the Secretary
¦>f Agriculture and Mrs. Houston. Or.
rather, they had two houses, for th»
scarcity of available and suitable
houses made It almost impossible for
them to And one that met their re¬
quirements So when they found a
house on New Hampshire avenue,
handsome, but not large enough, and
another next door to It. and exactly
like It. also avallable-they promptly
took them both.and were able to
m»ke themselves quite comfortable.
This year, however, they have taken

a b'g old fashioned house down on
Jackson plact-a house that Is owned

**r*- Richard Townsend. and
which was her home until she bought,
remodeled, and occupied her present
home up on Massachusetts avenue It
was occupied up to the beginning of
the year by Chevalier and Mme. Van
Rappard. when the former was the
minister of the Netherlands, and
has traditions of hospitality to be
maintained.

. M^orm|ck was in Washing¬
ton about ten days ago looking the
house over and giving the orders
necessary to getting it In order for

winter occupancy. Coming
away from the Shoreham where I
had been listening to Mrs. Lewis's
account of her adventures in the
Liberty Loan Campaign.and she
certainly worked like a trooper
through that.I ran into Mrs. Mc-
Cormlck. and I couldn't help won-
aering what the election would
hold for each of them. Both went
back to Illinois to be with their
husbands through the climax.Mrs.
Lewis to Chicago, Mrs McCormick
to "the farm".a large estate on
the Rock River, nesr Rockford.
which they call "home," and where
they spend long happy summers,
and bring up their two fascinating
youngsters.Katharine and little
Joseph Medill McCormick. 2nd., who
'. at'jj young enough to be called
'baby".In wholesome. If luxurious,
simplicity. They will presumably
return almost immediately now and
get settled for the winter.
And. to return to our engagements.
here are Sophie Johnston and Cath-
irlne Harlow, wboae engagements
rera both announced a woek ago and

MRS. COLVILLE BARCLAY, wife of the counselor and charge
d'affaires of the British Embassy and their youngest son.

.

jwho are both likely to be naming
their wedding days soon. There are

jno two better known girls In Wash¬
ington than those two, both belong¬
ing to what is technically known aa
the resident set, their families having!
no official government connection.
Sophy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

James Marion Johnston, is to marry!
Capt. Mason Randolph. U. S. A.,
and Catherine, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Harlow, is to marry
Lieut. Commander Theodore Stark
Wilkinson, U. S. N., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Wilkinson, of Washing¬
ton. An army wedding, and a navy
wedding!
Capt. Kandolpl] Mason is at present

an instructor in gunnery, especially
in machine gunnery at the machine
gun school at Camp Hancock, Au¬
gusta. Ga. Sophy Johnston is a close
friend of Helen Taft, daughter of
former President Taft. and of Martha
Bowers that was, now Mrs. Robert
Taft. and of all the fine girls of that
period during which she made her
<?ebut. There was a group of girls
of her year.probably the most bril¬
liant debutante year that Washing¬
ton society has known.who were
dubbed the Big Six. and Miss John¬
ston was one of them. They were
Margaret Draper, now Princess An¬
drea Buoncompagni, of Rome, Italy;
Miss Eudora Clover, now doing war
work in France; Miss Laura Merrlam.
now Mrs. James Freeman Curtis, of
Boston; Miss Alice Whiting, now Mrs.
John Cochran, of this city, and Miss
[Gladys Hlnckly. still a distinct belle,
They were girls who had gone to
[school together, were in the same
.social circle, whose parents were all
'old friends.

Miss Harlow Is probably two or
three years younger, and has been
prominent and active in the Junior
league, of which it seems to me she

[is president. She belongs to the same
set as Marie Peary, daughter of Rear
Admiral and Mrs. Robert Peary, and;
Mrs. Edward Stafford, daughter-ln-
law of Judge Wendell Phillips Staf¬
ford.a set that has been active in all
sorts of good progressive helpful
work, and that has given two or three
most interesting and colorful balls
to rais«* funds for the various causes
In which they are interested.

Oh. and T almost forgot. I have a
[letter from Mrs. Myron Bertman.
you remember her husband died in
France almost as soon as he got there
a year ago. leaving his bride a widow.
In which she mentions the engage-
ment of Miss Mary Davison, daughter
of Mrs. Carolyn Davison, and sister
of MaJ. Don Davison, of the Engi¬
neers.I forget which regiment.to
Commander McCready, I". S. N., Jwhom I don't seem to know, and
whom Mrs. Bertman does not identify
further.
Miss Davison was one of the first

American girls to go abroad and isj
now, I believe, a petty officer on duty
In England. From which 1 assume
that the engagement is a war ro¬
mance. and that she met Lieut. Com¬
mander McCready "over there."
Mrs. Bertman tells me that she is

about to go over herself. She has
been accepted as a canteen worker
for the Red Cross and expects to sail
within a month. Last I heard of her
she was starting a studio of vocal
instruction with Radanovitz. But she
aparently has abandoned that to go
overseas. The truth is she has been
a very restlesa person since her hus¬
band's death, apparently unable to
interest herself in anything for very
long.

I don't know any one thing that
has made me feel more that things
were getting back to normal than a
little notice from the Southern Relief
Society that they were going to have

1

their annual ball as usual this win¬
ter, their twenty-eixth annual ball.
They are certainly taking: time by the
forelock in announcing it, for the date
they set is February 3. in the ball
room of the Wlllard. It has a dis¬
tinctly steadying effect to have any
one come along with a calm an¬
nouncement of what they are going
to do three montha hence. Lately
things have been happening so fast
that few of us have dared to aay
what we woe Id be doing three
month8 hence. But the Southern Re¬
lief Society does not let little things
like world wars interfere with their
regular routine. I feel almost grate¬
ful to them for it.

Then again all sorts of organiza¬
tions are announcing a resumption of
hostilities, or activities, as the in¬
fluenza epidemic passes. There is to
be a campflre celebration on the
Ellipse tomorrow evening, in arrang¬
ing which Mrs. James W. Wadsworth,
Jr.. wife of the Senator from New
York, has been most active, along
with the wives of other Senators, In¬
cluding Mrs. James Hamilton Lewis.
Mrs. Atlee Pomerene, Mrs. Porter J.
McCumber and Mra. Howard Suther¬
land. will be. the hostesses, each pre¬
siding at her own State flre.
The Secretary of War. Mr. Baker,

will make a short address, following
a program of songs by Yvonne de
Trevilie. and in addition there will
be music by a band, moving pic¬
ture* and an exhibition of aero¬
planes. .

The President and Mrs. Wilson will
watch the celebration from the south
front of the White House.

And the hostess houses at the can-

Vmmenta near Washington are re¬

suming the activities which were so

rudely interrupted by the terrible in¬
fluenza. The Y. M. C. A. house at
Fort Myer was opened last Thurs¬
day evening for the flrst time since
the epidemic. Miss Mary Gwynn,
Mrs. William Slater. Mrs. James
Hamilton I^ewis and Mrs. Merriam,
the group of indefatigable workers
who since its opening: last winter
have devoted every effort to provide
for the comfort and pleasure of the
men at the post, served chocolate and
cake from 6 to 10:30 o'clock.
A number of the men with musical

ability played and sang and Mrs.

r N
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perfection.
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Lewis told fortunes throughout the
evening.
And all sorts of organisations from

the country clubs to the suffrage
associations are eending out notice
of the resumption of weekly dances
interrupted by the influensa.

The National American Woman's
Suffrsge Association keeps open house
Friday evenings for war workers and
soldiers and makes all most cordially
we loome at their headquarters at 1«W
Rhode Island avenue. There are by
the way rather laughing in their
sleeve at having elected Mrs. Mary
M Lilly to the State legislature In
New York, from a rock-ribbed Re¬
publican district, on the Democratic
ticket.
For six terms a Republican has

been returned to the assembly from
this district So certain was this
party of its hold on the district that
no campaign was made for Its can¬
didate this year. With something of
the spirit that prompted other leaders
to put in a woman where victory
seemed impossible, the Democrats se¬
lected Mrs. Lilly this year as the op¬
posing candidate of Abraham Ellen-
bogen. who has been In the legisla¬
ture four yeara
Mrs. Lilly Is apparently as 'much

surprised as any one, though she
worked herd for the election she sd-
mits that she had not the most re¬
mote idea of winning. Says Mrs.
Lilly: I
"I csn only promise that I will do

everything In my power to further
legislation that will benefit the
women of the State and try to repaythose who gave their time, strength
and ability to help me.
"My first duty will be to prove

myself 100 per cent American. I have
been a school teacher and a lawyer,
and I have tried to be an American

.first, last and all the time," MrsI Lilly said. "I shall stand for ad-(vanced legislation on women's rights
In Albany and work for equal pay]for women workers. I wsnt to see
a minimum wsge law and get rid of
the garbage plant at the foot of
Seventy-seventh street, also to pro-1jteot Riverside Drive."
Mrs. Lilly has a son. J. Joseph

Lilly, who is a captain and Judgej advocate at Camp Dlx.

Mr. and Mrs. B. Bloch have re¬

turned to their home in the city after
a stay of some weeks in New York,
the guest of relatives.
Mrs. A. Koenigsberger is bsck In

Washington after enjoying a short
visit to relatives In New York.
Mr. M Simons after spending some

time with friends in New York has
come back to his home.
The Misses Miriam Oettinger and

Fannie filch have resumed their

Makes ike CoeplexWe Bulilil
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.tudlM at Oouchcr Coll«C*. Balll-
mow.
Mm. M. 8. Cohen hen returned to

her home tn the city oftor o short
?islt with friend* In Bsltlmore
Mrs M Boll hoc been enjoying o

short etoy with relotivee in Philo-
delphls, but she la now ot home.
Miss Aline Kronhelm, oftor o visit

with relotivee »c Phllodelphio. hoe re¬
turned to Washington.
MIm Florence L<evy. who hoe boon

spending some time with relotivee in
Chorleetown. W. Vo.. ie expected
bock ot her home In the city shortly.
Mr. end Mrs. H l*ewy. of BoJtimore.

who hove been visiting relatives here,
hove gone home.
Mrs. W. Hohn ond dough tor ore

now In their new home In Cleveland
Park.
Mrs. J. D. Koufmsn ond Miss Elisa¬

beth Anne hove returned to their

horn* tn the city aftar .rending *om»

time tn KaafcrtUe. Twin tlx |u«aui
of relative*.
Miu Rom Btrmtr hu returned to

her home In the city aftar (pending
some time with reletivei tn Boaton.
Mae*
Mix faAnte Ferbetelr. feu returned

from Akron. Ohio, where *he he*
been mekin* e little vtelL
Mim Bemlce Uproar. ot South

Bend. Ind la spending e few month*
in the city, * student of one ef 'U*
seminaries
Mis* Helen Kln«. of BaJtlmora

¦pent a few days with friend* to Iha
city during the past week.
Mia* Elsie Cohen, of New York, ha*

returned to her home after enjoying
a abort visit with Washington rela¬
tive*.
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