DEAL NOW UP TO CHINA

Consortium Considered a
Feather in Cap of U. S..
State Department.

By JOHN HEARLEY.
Italy has asked to join the Chin-

ese comsortium. The present mem- |

bers are Japan, France, England
and America

A refusal of the Italian request
is predicted. Italy’s economic com-
dition is advanced as the reason.

In the existing group, Japan and
America alone have sufficient money
for making loans to China. The
consortium shares of England and
France apparently will have to be
taken or guaranteed by American
bankers.

Italy's finances are as disordered
as_England's and France's.. As a
consortium associate, she, it is be-
lieved, would prove merely one bur-
den more.

The four governments,—the Jap-
anese, the French, the English and
the American,— have agreed on the
consortium. Banking groups, rep-
resenting the four powers, have
also come to an agreement;

Submit Plan te China.

The consortium is a great feather
in the Stats Department's diplo-
matic cap. Breckinridge Long, Third
Assistant Segretary of State, is most
entitled to wear the millinery. He
had charge of the negotiations for
the State Department at this end.

Report has it that the proposed
financial plan has already been sub-
mitted to the Chinese government.
The consortium Is expected to be
functioning within the next few
months.
: . Lamont returns from
the Far East early in June. He has
been on a mission  to Japan and
Chisa for the Anglo-Franco and
American banking groups [a the
consortium.

Lamont scored a victory for the
comsortium idea both at Toky® and
I'ekin against vigorous Japanese or
pro-Japanese opposition. When
Tokyo falled to upset the proposal.
the pro-Jgpanése clique at Pekin
was unsuccessfully used to attack it

Opposing this phase of that phase
of the comnsertium, Japan has held
up its exscution for two years. Omly
recently has she modified the claim
that she had exclusive economic
privileges in Manchuria and Mon-
golia.

Naturally, the Chinese see the
possibility of the consortium’'s inter-
ference with the financial freedom
of the Chinesg government. There
was such a fear inspired by the old
consortium and there is such a fear,
inspired by the new one, too.

Chinese Welcome Consortiom.

The comsortium could name un-
just terms, to which China might
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ALLIES MASS TROOPS

TO BATTLE SOVIET!

London, May 25. — The war In
the East between the Allies and’the
Bolsheviki is about to begin im
earnest. The Daily Sketch learns
tenight that soviet troops have oe-
cupied Rasht, the big silk and co-
coon center in Northern Persia.

British troops are hastening to
Teheran, the Persian capital, to
check the southward drive of the
soviet forces. French and Indlan

troops have been landed at Batum.
the big oll pipe line terminus om
the east shore of ths Black Sea,
440 miles due west of Baku, which
ta in Bolshevist hands,

lies 205 miles south of
Baku, while the distance between
Rasht and Tehergn Is 150 miles.

D’Annunzio Finds
Affinity, Asks Divorce

(Washington Herald-Cross Atlantle
Serviee, Special Cable Dispateb.)
Milan, May 25 —QGabriel d'An-

nunzio, who has fallen desperately

in love with & Venetian pianist by

the mame of Lucia Baccara, accord-
ing to the Neapolitan newspaper,

“Giornia, has appealed te his wife

for her consent to a divorce that_he
may marry his affinity.

How the poet's wife views this
latest manifestation of this artistic
gmat is not known hepre.
(Copyright, 1920, Cross-A Ke

He Spots Forged

LOYIS A. MILL.
Over 250 cases of forgery In

government pay checks have
been mnipped by Louls Albert
Hill and his magnifying glass
in the past year. Hill is as-
sistant chief of the Engraving
Department and an expert onm
hlndwrltll}m

HOOVER URGES
BIGGER CROPS

Warns of Food Shortage
. Unless Waning Produc-
tion Is Checked.

(Public Ledger Serviee.)

A constructive policy of agrieul-
tural readjustment fcrmulatred by
a commissicn of highly trained
farmers and experts on economics
and finance is necessary to check
decreasing production, inadequate
marketing facilities wnd unfalr
margins of prcfit between the pro-
ducer and the consumer, Ferbert
Hoover declared in 2 letter made
public yesterday by Representative
Carl A. Riddick, of Montana

Mr. Hoover said the tide of de-
creassd production must be stem-

med or the Upited Etates may be
dependen® upon -everseas food sup-

plies. He took oucasion to deny
the charge that the Foed Adminis-
tration was unfair to the farmers
during the war,

Action looking to the develop-
ment of a constructive policy in
the interest of the farmers was
urged by Mr. Hoover tg prevent
the farmer bearing the brunt of

the deflation that is bound to oc-
cur =oon. His letter to Mr. Rid-
dick follcws:

Text of the Letter.
| 115 Broadway,
New York City,
May 22, 1920,
Hon. Carl A. Riddick,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Riddick:
“I beg to acknowledge your let-
ter of May nineteenth asking for

to Insure better returns to the far-
! mer for his labor and investment,

and also calling my attention to a
| letter read into the Congreasional
Record by Senator Gronna from
some gentleman of your State, re-
peating some old fictions about the
farmer and thé Food Administra-
tion during the war.

Heal Problem Today.

“The real problem today is to
change the drift in the agricultural
industry from the direction it has
taken since the last harvest. Our
agricultural production is decreas-
jing, and unless we can stem this
|tid¢: of decrease we shall soon be
|

dependent on overseas food supplies.
“We have so far developed no con-
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PRINCESS’ DAUGHTER
' COMING BACK TO U. S.

'
| (Washington Herald-Cross Atlantie
Serviee. Special Cable Dispateh.)
London., May 25.—Mrs, John W.
Mackay, for many years ons of the
leaders of Anglo-American soclety
here, has s=old her palatial house,
Carlton House Terrace, and intends
returning to the United States
permanently the end of the year.
She is the last daughter of Prin-
cess Ceolonna. Her only ‘surviving
son, Clarence Mackay, is head of the
Postal’ Telegraph Company.
(Copyright, 1920, Cross-Atlantic Newspaper
Service, Ine.)

OBREGW SEEKS
BANDIT VILLA'S
EARLYCAPTURE).

Rebel Cavalry and Artillery
Ordered to Attempt

| Trapping Outlaw.

—— e

HURRYING TO HILLS
Crafty Mexican Has Several

my views as to practical measures |

i Hours’ Start on “Con-
stitutionahsts,”

San Antonio, Tex., May 2i.—Ap-
proximately 1,000 rebel cavalry and
artillery were ordered by the Obre-
gonistas at Torreon toeday to en-
|traln at once for Sierra Mojado,
in an attempt to trap Franclsco
Villa, multi-outlaw, st a small pass
in the Palomas Mountains, Reports
of the latest activilty of revolution-
istg against the mnotorious bandit
were received here this afternoon|
in wireless messages to parties well
informed om the Mexican situation.
The Obregonistas ars under the
command of Gen. Guajardo.

According to the advices, Villa is
making a record march overland
with Muzquiz, Coahuila, kLis object-
ive. Thke crafty “Mexican fox" is
known to have had several hours’
start over the “Constitutionalistas™
and it Is theught in Junta circles
hare that he will reach Muzquiz
before the Obregonistag can head
him off at the paes. Only a small
garrizsen is sald to be In command
at Muzguiz, and its fall is expected
momentarily here.

5Masked Men
Rob Jewelry
StoreinN. Y.

Bandits Make Getaway in
Stolen Automobile After

Terronzing District.

New Torl, May 35 Bive masked
men entered a jewelry store at
|Broadway and One Hundred and Fifth
this afternoon, terrified four em-
|ployes with revolvers, scized trays
'wlth watches, bracelets and dia-
|monds wortkh many thousands of
!dul!lra and made a clean getaway
in & stolen automobile. It was the
most daring daylight robbery that

has taken place here since the
crime wave that followed the
| armistice. Thd store robbed is In

the heart of the business district
in the upper West Side. Scores of
men, women and children rushed
toward the place when they heard
| shots from within as the robbers
were returning to the automobile,
but retreated when members of the
gang drew revolvers. Not a police-
man was In sight as the car speeded
down Broadway and turned into a
cross atreet.

The shots inside the store were
fired by an employe as the last of
the robbers went out of the door.

The robbers donned their masks

while passing through a vestibule
into the store.

Jury Awards King
Of England $52,575
From N. Y. Brokers

New York, May 25.—A jury In the
| Supreme Court today awarded a
] verdict of $52,675.47 to King George
of England against Ernest Harrah
& Co., Wall Strest brokers. The
British government sued in the
King's name to recover damages for
the defendants’ fallure to deliver all
| of 25,000 tons of scrap iron accord-
ing to a contract made on Febraary
18, 1917. The King asked for $175,-
000,

The scrap lron was Internded for
Italy, Great Britain being sponser
for the necessary credit. Shipping
facilities became s0o bad that it was
decided to divert the order to a
factory in Youngstown. Ohio. A
dispute arose over the quality of the
scrap, payment was refused, deliv-
eries were held up and the suit was
a result.

Ohio Ice Cream
" Coming in Plane
~ To White House

Hnliﬂt Wilson will ~'be
served tonight at the —White
House with lce cream made this
morning in Cleveland, O.

An airplane carrying several
gallons of the frozen dainty in
&n iceless receptable will “hop
oft” with three passengers from
Cleveland this morning at 11
o'tlock, arriving at Bolling !"Eell
late the afternoon.

eral gallons will be sent
to the White House, and the rest
will be served at a banquet at
Rauscher's tonight which wiil||
be attended by representatives
of leading fce cream manufac-
turing concerns.

The plane will be tested at
Bolling Field by experta from
the Bureau of Standards who
have manifested considerable In-
terest in the new (celess cream
preserver.

BERGDOLL PLOT
TP IS DENIED

‘Bal:er Says No Army Officer
Received Advance

Information.

Developments yesterday inm the
circumsiances surrounding the es-
cape of Grover C. Bergdoll, con-
victed draft-evader, in Philadelphia
last Friday while under military
guard contained so0 many cross and
covnter-chargés thiat hardly a
statemcnt that has been made so
far in the case is without an ac-
companying denicl.

. Newton D. Baker, Becretary of
War, said that he had again learned
something mbout the Bergdoll case
—in which he now, contrary to his
position of Baturday, admits respon-
fibility—through the statement of
the Department of Justice that of-
fcers of the military intelligence
division had been warned three
weeks before his escape that the
Bergdoll family was endeavoring te
80 arrange maiters thaf the slacker
could "-Iup the country.™

* NS hfmy ‘oMice¥ in Waskin
snew of or received the warning.V
said Mr. Baker.

Mr. Baker refused, as he said,
“to speculate” od the matter at all,
and stated that he kad no idea
where the report might have been
received or what was done with i\,
or why it was rot acted on.

Protest Westesit Statement.

Samuel T. Ansell and Edward S.
Bailey, Washington attorneys for
Bergdoll, said that the warning “was
probably regarded at the time, even
by present wiseacres, as not worthy
of notice.”

Messrs. Ansell and Bailey also en-
tered an emphatic protest to the

statement of Judge John W. West-
cott that he had never been asso-
ciated with the case.

The -eward for Bergdoll was in-
creased $1,000 by the offer of the
attornzys of that amcunt to the
person giving any information that
would lead to the apprehemsion of
the slacker. A total of $4.050 is
now on Bergdoll's head.

There were signs yesterday at the
War Department that the wheels
were finally beginning to turn. Col.
A. B. Coxe, director of the Division
of Investigation of Military Intel-
ligence, returned from Philadelphia
and reported directly to Mr. Baker.
The Becretary refused to go into the
nature of his report and the strictest
secrecy was maintained by all Mili-
tary Intelligence officers.

In discussing the mature of the
responsibility assumed by Samuel T.
Ansell for the return of Bergdoll,
Mr. Baker said:

“I am responsibla as the head of
the War Department.”

“You mean officially?"
asked.

“Well, it is hard to draw a dis-
tinction between personal and of-
ficial responsibility in such a mat-
ter in my pcsition.” the Secretary
acknowledged.

(Public Ledger Bervice.)

Calls Romig Evasive,

Fourth, Charles D. McAvoy, Unit-
ed States District Attorney, said
that when questioned, Romig was
“gvasive, contradictory and told' the
truth on matters that would not
hurt him."

Fifth, an American Legion man
visited D. Clarence Gibboney, coun-
sel for the Bergdolls, and told him
he had information as to the where-
abouts of the slacker,

he was

(Public Ledger Bervice.) -

AROUSES [RE

Hanbe@ of Congress Ex-

press Bitter Opposition
To Armenian Idea.

“IMPOSSIBLE" —

Unhkdy Mntter Wil Be
Considered at Capitol
At Present Session.

Opposition to President Wilson's
request to Congress for authority to!
actept a mandate for Armenia grew
more intense yesterday.

Benator Lodge., discussing the|
President's letter with a representa-
tive of the Armenia Relief Commit-
tee, declared flatly:

“That Is something that Cou‘rm
will never grant.”

Willlam Jennings Bryan, immedi-
ately upon his arrival in Washing-
ton, made public & statement in
which he said:

“Any mandate is impossible.”

Chalrmap Porter, of the House
Forelgn Affairs Committee, told the
representative of the Armenia Re-
lief Committee he was unalterably
opposed to the mandate.

Heuse Leaders Oppese it

Democratic leaders in the House
stated there is considerable opposi-
tion on their side in Congresa to the
mandate proposal. They added that
no effort will be made to force early |
action. .

Hearings will be started by the
House committee today, Chairman

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE.

Morgan Offers
London Home
ToU.S. Minister

President Transmits Proffer
Made Yea= Ago to Con-

gress for Approvél. '

J. Pierpont Morgan kas offered t4
turn over to the United Btatles as a
free gift to the government his
house Iin Hyde Park, London, to be
used as a residence for the Amer-
lean Ambassador. The house is sit-
uated at Nos. 13 and 14 Prince's
Gate .and was the residence of Mr.
Morgan's grandfather and father.

President Wilson transmitted the
offer to Congress Yyesterday in a
letter in which it was explained that
the wish of Congress was sought as
to the acceptance of the property.
Although Mr. Morgan made the of-
fer in a letter to the State Depart-
ment on May 24, 1919, exactly a year
ago, this is the first time that it has
been brought to the attention of
Congrees.

Occupled by War Workers,

At the time the offer was made

the house was occupied by British

war relief workers, and Mr. Morgan
stated that it would not be avall-
able for use by the American Am-
bassador until January I, 1920. On
April 24, of this year, he wrote
again to the State Department,
stating that the house was vacant
and a reply was desired as to
whether or not the United States
would take over the property.

Secretary Colby tranemitted the
correspondence to President Wilson
with a memorandum to the effcct
that “Mr. Morgan has recently ex-
pressed & desire to learn the inten-
tion of the govermment as to the
acceptance of his offer.”

Mr. Morgan's Letter.

Mr. Morgan's original tender of
the property, as made in letter of
May 24, 1919, in part follows:

“For many Yyears it has been evi-
dent to me that it is desirable that
the United States should ewn resi-
cences for its Ambassadors in the
prineipal capitals of Eurepe. This
house, though not of a size to ac-
commodate the offices of the Em-
bassy az well az the Ambassador's
tamily, would I think, be & wvery
suitable reésidence for the Ambassa-
dor and is in a part of don suffi-
cietly near the Embassy offices to be

BRYAN!

Tells of Lowden

|~ Camopaign Costs

LOUIS 1. EMMERSON,
Chairman of the Lowden cam-
paign committer, who testified

before the Senate Committee
which !s investigaling campalgn
2xpenditures following charges
of huge *“slush funds” in the
present Presidential campaign.

WOLGOTT WINS

Wrests Political Leadership |
From Ex-Senator Sauls-
bury at Convention.

Dover, Del, May
States Senator Josiah
wrested political
former
when the Democratic State conven-
tion, by a vote of 117 to 68, clected

25. — United
0. Wolcott
leadership from

the national committee, which posi-
tion Mr. Saulsbury has held for
velve years.

Dr. Dorsey W. Lewis, of Middle-
town, who nominated Mr. Saulsbury,
moved that the ¢lection be made
unanimous, but Micharl Deonlin,
labor delegate from Wilmington, ob-
jected. For the sake of Democratic
harmony both candidates had been
urged to withdraw. Wolcott was
willing, but Saulsbury declined.

The following were elected dele-
gates to the national convention:
William Coyne and Eden B. Frazer,
Newcastle County; Josiah O; Wol-
cott and Benjamin A. Hazel, Kent;
William Allen and Harland M. Jo-
seph, Sussex.

By a vote of & to 6 the commit-
tee on resclutions refused to put a
suffrage plank In the platform. An
attempt in the convention failed be-
cause it was made after the plat-

form had been adopted.
({Public Ledger Service.)

DANIELS SAYS FISKE
MADE HIM WEARY

Secretary T_‘lan!tln )est:-rda} at-
tacked Rear Admiral Bradley Flske.
whose retirement he forced some
years ago. during the investigation
by the Senate committee of the
Daniels-Sims controversy.

Fiske. Daniels said, "is a monu-
mental egotist who wﬂ-artod me Lo
the point of exhaustion.”

Chairman Hale expects to finish
the investigation within a few davs.

Senator Willard Saulsbury

Mr. Wolcott Delaware’'s member of |

Fails in Attempts

LIGHT COMEDY |
IS FEATURE AT
CAMPAIGN QUIZ

Senators Relax as Lighter Side of Political
Game Is Exposed—Reed, of Missouri,

to Bespatter Herbert

Hoover—Testimony-Shows His Fund of

$62,(II)'Was All in Small Dn\ngtions.

By ROBERT T. BARRY.
(Public Ledger Serviee.)
Humor was the principal development yesterday in the Senate

'tornmmecs cfiort to unearth vast
| nummahons.
night of what today might bring §

Yesterday's hearings were somewhat farcical.

Reed, Democrat,. of Missouri, who

slush funds to capture Presidential

but some party leaders were just a little fearful last

orth of a serious nature.
Senator James A.
attacks H¥rbert Hoover whenever

possible, sought to show that Mr. Hoover was the candidate of “inter-

national bankers” He succeeded
candidates’ campaign statements
Hoover alone indicated popular s

only in developing that of all the
thus far presented, that of Mr.
upport. Therc was not a contri-

bution in excess of $1,000 from any source, and none whatever from

any corporation.

&

All Contributions Small

] ¢ | ]i\;cn when Mg Reed assumed
NO WET PLANK s 't “demon prosecuting at-
rorney” attitude he was unable to
prove any more than that Mr

- IN PLATFORM

'Maryland Republicans Vote

INDELAWARE

Down Resolution Taking
Definite  Stand.

i ll’ed.-l te The Washingion Herald.)
Baltimcre, Md.. May — There
will be no “damp” plank in the Re-
Epumlmm State platform. This de-
cision was reached this aftermoon
when ths “drys” \nuﬂ;i down a mo-
livn to cause the State
to take a definite =tard on the quee-
"tion. The fesolution
“Resclved, by the
1y, in convention as=semblcd,
in viaw of the ucar approach
the party's national convention,

conventicn

adopted =ays:
tepublican par- |
That
ol
we

defer a detailed anrouncement of
a platform in respect (o j=sues
more distinctly national. That with

| respect to the Valstead eunforce-
ment act. we¢ recognizs Lhe ;m’v"r—
tanc: of the whale quesiion and L=
deep interest to the people of Mary-
land. We, therefore,
ers Lo announceiments
be mai:
didat 2=
ate and for the
.:rmaun'a in the
sional districts of the State.’
Chairman Seeres President.
¥ollowing the adoption of the res-
olution, another was cffered by the
Frederick delegation for ths re-
peal of the primary laws of Mary-
jand. The resolution was tehled
Galen L. Tait called the conven-

fer tne vol-
de

r
mii or 1o
the United Ftates Sen-
House of Repre-
Congres-

for

scveral

Hoover's fund of $62,000 had been
contributed in rclatively small
amounts by the former adminis-
trator's personal friends

Close on the heels of Mr. Reed's
hasco came a collapse of the Re-
pubbican effort to establish through
testimony of Bernard M. Baruch
that an emormous fund, cstimated
n some quarters at $5,000,000, had
ibeen raised to obtain the Demo-
cratic momination William G.
McAdoo. .

Barech's Denial Com plete.

tor

Mr. Llaruch entered such a cate-
Eorical denial of any connection
|n|lh & campaign for Mr. McAdoo
las to stun the commitiee into ex-

'cusing him after an amusing len
|m:|nut(s in the witness chair. Se
|far as Mr Baruch indicated, none
of Mr. McAdoo's Triends has the
,!“m""‘ notion that he & can-
| didate.
I No less enjoyable to the specta-
tors was Lhe effort by some of the
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FARE FOR GIRLS
TO HOME ASKED

iSmoot Declares Many Will

upon this l# ue by our can-

1 Be Thrown Out With-

out Means.

tion to order in Fords Theater.
sald: “The coming cumpaign
struggle to aboligh the swollen war-
the President.”

I5E a

time powers of

Amplifying his criticism of the
President, Mr. Tait said he had
abused the confidence of those who

had bestowed great powers on him
by using those powers for partisan
purposes He cited as an instance
of this the President’s demand for
the election of a Democratic
gress in 1918
Hoover Weorkers Active.
The chief business of the conven-
tion was lo certify the indorsement
of Gen. Leonard Wood as the choice
of Maryland Republicans for Presi-
dent of the United States and the

* CONTINUED ON PFAGE FIVE.

This should be starting time for

all those care
Salesmanship Club
selling abllity in sub-
scriptions for Washington’s most
progressive newspaper—The Herald.

who

and test their

obtaining

bers and these credits are what
lwill win the Biz Awards

There are
awards; the list headed by a
$6,000 home, or $6,000 in cash, as
the winner may choose, and eix

convenient, for his use.

latest model 1920 sutomobiles, each

to join the)

geven grand capital |

Early Begtnners Will Have Advantage .

In Sharing Distribution of $23,000
Offered by Herald in Free Club Contest

a man or|

be proud to own.

‘lon- of them CAT A&nY
woman would

Besides the
awards there are Afty-=ix cash
awards, cight of $100 each. ecight

|lof $50 ecach and forty of $25 each;

will go to every active nonprize-|
winning member of the Salesman-
iship Club.

| Special—Awards—Extra.

The early. beginners,

have an advantage. as there are
|uro extra cash awards offered for

of course,
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He |

Con- '

seven grand , capital

Reed Emoot. senior Senator from

Utah, warned the Eenate yesterday
that unless Congress adopted his
| amendment to the Sundry Civil bill

te provide transportation home for
the thousands of goverfment em-
ploves who will be discharged be-
tween now and July the first there

would be “thoroughly bad conse-

! quences.”
R | Eovernment to pay
the transportation of these clerks”™
he said °

want the
because they live up every
gct, and If we do mnot It
claimed that the govera-
these girla out
provision
I{nr their safety 1 be-
licve the Senate will agree to the
amendment. and 1 am told the House
:u'ill not object.

] “Such a course will be
1|hr girls., better the govera-
|mfm and better al] round. There
|nra thousands here now for whom
| there is no work. I know of oms
| hureau in the War Department with
| thirty employes who have not semt
jout a hundred letters in the past
| month.”

| sifinot sharply eriticised a request
| by the Adjutant General's depart-

jcent they
will be
has thrown

the

ment
linto streets without

or welfare

better for
for

Every subscription turned in will|and 10 per cent cash commission | n.nt for 11,000 additional clerks for
eount credits for the club mem-

the completion of the
service records.

| *I am utterly opposed to granting
this request.” he declared. “There i
| no excuse for these 11,000 additional

temflporary clerks just as we are
| bending cvery effort to let some of
this great army of almost idle em-
ployes go home™

sclective

WITCHES' LOAVES

5 .

She possessed two false teeth and a sympathetic heart.

’

29

By O. HENRY

IS8 MARTHA MEACHAM kept

the little bakery on the
corner (the one where you go
up three steps, and the bell
tinkles whem you open the door).
Miss Martha was 40, her bank-
book showed a credit of $2.000,
and she possessed two false teeth
and & sympathetic heart. Many
people Bave married whose
chances to do o were much in-
ferior to Miss Martha's.
Two or three times a week a
customer came in In whom she
began ‘to take an interest. He
was & middleaged man, wearing
spectacles and a brown beard
-trimmed to & careful point.

&“mms“:

German accent. His clothes were
worn- and darned in places, and
wrinkled and baggy In others.
But he looked neat. and had very
g0od manners,

He always bought two loaves
of stale bread. TFresh bread was
5 cents a loaf. Stale ones were
two for 5 cents. Never did he
call for anything but stale bread.

Once Miss Martha saw a red
and brown stain on his fingers.
Buowumnu that he was
an artist and very pdor. No doubt

he Hved in & garret, _where he

painted pictures and ate stale
bread and thought of the gm
things to eat in Miss

M_

Cm ——

.,.-,... qq—‘.‘u L
a9

Often when Miss Martha sat
down to her chops and light rolls
and jam and tea she would sigh,
and wish that the gentle-man-
nered artist might share her tasty
meal Instead of eating his dry
crust in that draughty attic. Miss
Martha's heart, as you have been
told, was & sympathetic one.

In order to test her theory as
to his occupation, she brought
from her room one day & paint-
ing that she had bought at a sale,
and set it against the shelves be-
hind the bread counter.

It was a Veaetian scenme. A
splendid marble palazzio (so It
. said on the picture) stood in the

Al

For the rest there were g

bairspective of it is not true.

(with the lady trailing her hand

in the water), clouds, sky and

chiaro-oscuro in plenty. WNo ar-
t could fail to notice it

Two days l!terwu:d_tlu cus- -

tomer came In.

“Two loafs of stale bread,
yon blease.

“You have here a fine bicture,
madame,” he sald while she was
wrapping up the bread.

“YesY’ says Miss Martha, revel-
ing in her own cunning. *“I do so
admire art and " (no, it wduld
not do to say “artists” thus early)
“and paintings,” she substituted.

~"You think It 18 a good picture?

“Der balance,” said the custom-
er, -u nt h

it

Goot morning, madame.”

He took his bread, bowed, and
hurried out.

Yes, he must be an artist, Miss
Martha took the picture back to
her room.

How gentle and kindly his eyes
shone behind his spectacles! What
a broad brow he.had! To be able
to judge perspective at & glance
—and to live on stale bread! But
genius often hasg to struggle’ be-
fore its is recognized..

What a thing it would be for
art and perspective If genlus were
backed by two thousand dollars
in bank, a bakery, and a ¥ympa-
thetic heart to—but these were

Often now when he came he
. would chat for a while across the

showcase. He seemed to crave
Miss Martha's cheerful words.

He kept on buying stale bread.
Never a cake, never a ple, never
one of her delicious Sally Lunns.

She thought he began to look
thinner and discouraged. Her
heart ached to add something
good to eat to his meagre pur-
chase, but her cotrage falled gt
the sct. She did not dare affront
him. She knew the pride of
artists.

Mis Marthg tovk to wearing her
l;luuvllolted silk waist behind the
coulater. In the back room she
cooked a mysterious compound of
qﬂr._ seeds and borax. !n,,‘n

many people use it for the com-
plexion.

One day the customer came In
as usual, lald his nickel on the
showcase, and called for his stale
loaves. While Miss Martha was
reaching for them there was a
great tooting and clanging, and a
fire-engine came lumbering past.
. The customer hurried to the
door to look, as any one will. Sud-
denly lnspired.v Miss Martha seized
the opportunity.

On the'boltom sheW behind the
counter was & pound of fresh
hutter that the dairyman had left
ten minutes before. With a bread
knife Miss Martha made a deep
slash in each of the stale loaves,
inserted a generous quantity of

butter, and pressed the
tight again.

When the customer turned gboe
more she was tying the paper
around them.

When he had gone, after an un-
usually pleasant little chat, Miss
Martha smiled to herself, but mot
without a slight flutter of the
heart.

Had she been too bold? Would
he take offense? But surely mot

. Butter was no emblem of unmald-
enly forwardness.
" For a long time that day her
mind dwelt on the subject. She
Imagined the scene when he should
digcover her little deception.

He would lay down his brushes

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGET.
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