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Fools and sensible men gre equally innecu-
eous. It is in the half-fools and the half-wise
that the greateat danger lies.—Goethe.

Splendid Examples.

4 = T 18 a good thing to stimulate the imagination
of young people with tales of heroism, and if
they are discouraged it is good to emcourage

them with examples of success after.failure. But it

is not good to leave the awerage boy or girl with
the impression that he or she also must be great in
the way in which these heroes were great.

Two or three boys now in school may perhaps
some day become President of the United States,
but not more; and if all are urged to strive for this
distinction and they take the lesson to heart, it
means that all but two or three are bound to be dis-
appointed and carry through life a sense of hope-
less failure. And so with other aims of the sort,

It is given to very few to be distinguished in any
line, and, if all aim at distinction, nearly all must
end in failure. And that means bitterness of soul
after a fierce and hopeless struggle.

The bitterness is not entirely undeserved, for the
desire to stand out as superior to others is not
entirely generous. And even when it is gratified it
cannot make one happy if it has stunted the rest
of life.

One should not strive too much to be a hero. It
is better simply to do one's part. Sometimes that
leads to heroism of the oulstandmg sort. More
often it does not

Simply doing what ought to be done and taking
what comes one’s way without a fuss is heroism
also, and heroism of a better kind, for it is reached |
without an applauding audience to urge one on, and
success is not achieved at the ecxpense of someone
else’s disappointment.

Books and Their Hu:llet.

Some years ago, when Chicago astounded the
“effete East"—as residents beyond the Alleghanies
used to love to call it—by creating a world’s fair
of such surpassing loveliness that all architectural
progress in this nation took its start from it, Eu-
gene Ficld drew up a satirical plan for a proces- )
sion of dignitaries. Among the divisions of the
parade were to be these:

PUBLISHERS IN CARRIAGES
FOLLOWED BY AUTHORS ON FOOT.

Years seem to have brought their revcngts,]
Today, Af the bitter wails of the publishers are to
be given credence, nothing less than a Rolls-Royce
suffices for the triumphal progress of the author,
while the publisher is unable to keep up with the
procession at all.

To be sure Arnold Bennett remarks that only
publishers have fur coats and automobiles, but then
he is merely a British author whose work is noto-

riously unsuited for the movies.
- - - =

Here, for example, comes Mr. Brett, of a great
international publishing house, and demonstrages |
in the current number of the Atlantic Monthly that |
today a publisher makes 2% cents a copy on a
$230 book, while the author, if he be at all well
known, will make 37)% cents. And, what is even
more harassing to the publisher, if, in order to
secure a higher profit he raises the price per
volume the author’s profits go up at the same time,
since he is paid by a royalty of so much per cent
on the retail price of each volume.

Perhaps the answer is that the author, whose
work is wholly individual and not to be divided—
except in a few historic cases like Dumas—can
seldom write more than one book in a year, and
often accomplishes but one in a lifetime, while the
publisher's business is that of a manufacturer,
issuing perhaps thirty or forty distinct works and
publishing them by the tens of thousands. A farmer
makes more on each individual bushel of wheat—or
should—than the broker on ’'change who sells the
product by the million bushels.

And there comes in the second complant of the
publisher. Not only have the materials and the
labor employed in his trade increased in cost so as
to cut down the net profit on each individual book
to a trifling sum, but sales are not what they ought
to be. Probably, in the estimate of the seller, in
whatever line of business, sales are neber what they
ought to be. But the publishers are particularly
vociferous in the relation of their woes, and plans
for stimulating the book trade are under constant
discussion.

.That amiable book lover and writer, Edward
A. Newton, of Philadelphia, thinks it is a matter
of advertising psychology. He thinks that what the
book trade needs is a slogan—something that will
obsess the mind of the “highbrow” “It floats”
or “Push the button™ has pervaded lesser intellects.
It is not so long ago that the politicians of both
parties were offering rewards for a slogan which
would help sell their particular variety of President
to the people. So it will be seen that Mr. Newton
is quite in accord with the accepted school of pub-
licity that counts.

We do not recall that the politicians found their
slogan. Long speeches instead of snappy sayings
seem to characterize the campaign. But Mr. New-
ton offers this for the contemplation of the public:

BUY A BOOK A WEEK!

Briel, succinct and to the point! It ought to
please all publishers, for the course of conduct
thus recommended seems to be equally satisfied by
the purchase of a volume of Nick Carter or an
erudite discussion of the league of nations. If to
a large section of the American people the purchase
of a book can be made as regular.a weekly func-
tion as the Saturday night bath, the business of
publishing will look up, and the chances for ovili-

coming the paper shortage will recede into the dim
and distant future.
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“door, waiting for his heir to enter.

One difficulty encountered by the average book

X bu{er—dhat is to say, by one who buys, not for the

R s O A o WL g e

POt o, Yo BT oRuny oty v G W By P L e T L S

in order to read it, proceeds from the fact that he
has to buy as boys with the gambling instinct used
to swap knives—"sight unscen.” He doesn't know
what he is getting until he has read the book—and
after it is read it is as a meal that is eaten. Per-
haps if the publishers could find some way to oVer-
come this feature of the book trade it might help
their cause. But in the meantime it may be said
for Mr. Newton's bibliophilic slogan that no onc
who follows it intelligently will have cause to
regret it :

White Horses and Henna.
HERE are the white horses of yesteryear?
Yes, where are even the piebald steeds?

The best of them generally drifted to the fire de-
partment o%to the show ring when the present
generation of grown-ups were boys and girls,~Now
horses have largely been replaced by motors in the
fire divisions, and .a lot of other places, too. :So,
with the natural decrease in the ordinary use of the
equine, the .percentage of white animals has almost
petered out.

One of the pleasures in’ the old days of seeing
a white horse was to make a careful survey to spot
a red-haired girl. And vice versa. Even that en-
tertainment scems to have been taken away.

There's always been a lot of josh and supersti-
tion carried on in connection with white horses,
too. In England it has always been figured as bad
luck if one met a white horse in the road and failed
to spit at it. And in Wexford sufferers from
whooping-cough had a queer method of cure. They
trod the highway until they met a piebald horse.
“What's good for the whooping-cough?” the patient
would cry out to the rider, and no matter how silly
the remedy the rider suggested, it was adhered to,
and counted a sure cure.

But those days are passing, for several reasons,
one being th® scarcity of horses, perhaps!

The Wealth of Turkey.

In certain vaults at Constantinople lie many
hidden treasures of immense value belonging to the
Sultan of Turkey. A throne of beaten gold, adorned
with rubies, pearls, diamonds and emeralds set in
mosaic, is perhaps the most dazzling object in the
treasury.

There is a second throne of ebony and sandal
wood, encrusted in mother of pearl, gold, rubies,
emeralds and sapphires. One emerald weighs two
kilograms, and is as large as a man's hand, while
another is only slightly smaller.

There are diamonds, turquoises, rubies, emeralds
and pearls_by the half bushel. The jewels once
were kept in drawers, but when last scen were in
bowls, each of which held two gallons.

Describing a luncheon held in the harem of the
Sultun, Miss Grace Lllison, author, tells of
diamond flowers that stretched from shoulder to
shoulder of the high controller of the harem, and
of earrings made in the shape of birds, each holding
in its beak a pearl as large as a cherry. The Sul-
tan’s granddaughter, a child of 12 years old, had her
hair in a knot on the top of her head inside of a
diamond crown, the front of her dress covered with
diamonds, and her hands encased in gold mittens,

ruby studded.—Detroit News.

Test for a Politician.

A venerable Dutchman, wishing to determine
the ficld in which his son would eventually scek his
fortune, placed a Bible, a bottle of whisky and a
banknote on the table and then hid behind the
He felt that if
the boy chose the Bible he would become a min-
ister, if the money, a banker, if the whisky, a brewer.
Finally the boy came in, whistling, and with both
hands in his pockets. At the sight of the three
symbols of future prosperity he interrupted his solo
and made vigorous use of his hands: He put the
Bible under his arm, stuffed the banknote into his

pocket, partook generously of the whisky, and
walked away. “Ah,” said the surprised but elated
father, “my son is going td be a politician.”

burger Fremdenblatt.

The States may have to enter into agreement
for the extradition of fugitive members of legisla-
tures—Omaha World Herald.

One antisuffrage editor has called suffrage ‘the
“Useless fifth wheel in politics.” The fifth wheel is
somethimes the steering wheel.—Nashville Tennes-
sean.

They'll probably hear from Villa again, if his
plowshare doesn't go deep enough to “strike ile."—
Atlanta Constitution.

Another valid objection to canned music is that
s0 much of it is positively uncanny.—Dallas Jour-
nal.

Each in His Own Tongue

Paul Carruth.

A FIRE-MIST and a planet,
A crystal and a cell.

A jelly-hsh and a saurian.

And caves where the cave-men dwell.
Then a” sense of law and beauty,

And a face turned from the clod—
Some call it Evolution,

And others call it God.

A haze on the far horizon,
An infnite tender sky,

The ripe rich tint of the corn fields
And wild geese sailing high,
And all over lowland and upland

The charm of the golden-rod—
Some of us call it Autumn,
And others call it God.

Like tides on the crescent sea-beach,

When the moon is new and thin,
Into our heatts high yearnings

e surging in,

Come from the mystic ocean

Whose rim no foot has trod—
Some of us call it Longing,

And others call it God.

A picket frozen on duty,
A mother starved for her brood,
Socrates drinking the hemlock,
And Jesus on thc rood,

HIGH RAIL FARE
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HITS SHOW FOLK

Ten Companies Disbanded
In 2 Weeks in New York,
Says 0. 0. Mclntyre.

By 0. 0. MINTYRE.

New York, Oct. 16.—It begins to
look like a bad winter for st
folk. Ten companies rehearsing 'for
out of town production were dis-
banded during the past two weeks.

The managers cannot stand the
strain of the increased railroad
fares. Very few road companles

are to go on tour and those now
out are to return to New York
shortly.

Coupled with thig is the fact thas
very few new productions are be-|
Ing planned. The shows that have
proved money-makers are to remain |
on the boards In the metropolls.
The actor s already beginning to
feel the plnch of retrenchment.

It is even whispered that many
first-class houses will be dark
throughout the season as there will
not be enough productions to Ml
them. Managers sent out ambitlous|
mimeographed plans to the dra-
matic editors -early in the season
that are not guing to be fulfillea.

“It looks llke a tough season,”
sald one actor on the Rialto the
other day, “What with no work
and a chance that one might run
into MeGraw any day.” But it Is
useless to worry about the actor—
or as David Belasco calls them “the
children of the theater.”

Incidentally Mr. Belasco in his
fatherly way was addressing A
sroup of stage people recently and|
referped to them as “My children,' |
And warming up to his love for
them he sald, “For indeed you are
my children.” . A chorus girl in the
back row tittered and sald, "0, Mr.

Belasco.” 4
As has been said It {s useless to
worry. The actor Is used to lean |

days. It is a part of his life. He|
hag steeled himself to withstand!
the knocks of his profession. He]
may cut his own hair and cook his
meals over a gas jet in a cheerless |
hall room in the Forties, but he .'iI-|
ways has the jaunty front and -‘-I-*-I
gant phrases for the time he knm-k-|
ed ‘'em dead fn Punxutawney. |
The actor/ or actress rarely ad-|
mits tefeat. It s a part of the
Thespic creed. Whining Is the ear-|
dinal =in. It i{s said that not less
th-&n thirty well known stars will| =———
be “at leisure” this winter.

Want Handsome Walter.

Who wants the handsome waiter?|
That was the cry in the old days of

HAPPIER.

AND BESIDES THE ECONDMIC
ADVANTAGES THE HONE
LIFE wWilL BE
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