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Tl S SR i o M

Prior to the world war, he was chairman of the
Hawaiian Public Service Commission, Board of Har-
bor Commissioners, and the Hawaiian Reclamation
Commission and was director of many important en-
gineering enterprises in the islands. As the result of
notable activities in fifteen months overseas with the
Thirty-third Division ,he was awarded the Distin-
guisher Service Medal.

Secretary Mellon has dispatched a warm personal

“letter of thanks for services to Col. Chomeley-Jones.

DENBY AND ASSISTANT

Phote by ilarris and ‘Kwing.
YHE NAVY'S CHIEF, a former Marine, and his
7 right-hand man, Theodore Roosevell, formerly a
colonel of the A. E. F., are shown conferving in
the former's offices in the New Noavy Building at Eighteenth

and B sireels wortheweest, Secretary Denby has made the
new building his permanent headquarters.
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Extending U. S. Courts,

I'TORNEY GENERAL DAUGHERTY, of the
Department of Justice, has taken steps to extend
the system of United States courts throughout

'lhe United States, so as to speed up the processes: of

justice and clear the calendars of thousands of cases
that cannot be tried now with the limited number of
judges. New Federal districts are to begcreated and
several judges to be appointed, some of them to tem-
porary office, or until the congestion is removed. The
Attorney General has asked Congress to inquire into
the matter and enact such leglslltuon as may be nec-
‘essary.

In the meantime he has nug;ﬂted that the au-
thority of Wnited States Commissioners be extended
$0 as to allow them to try prohibition cases of minor
importance, rather than to have the alleged offenders
bound over for trial by a Federal court. Mazny of the
cases, the Attorney Ceneral pointed out,- may easily
be dispgsed of by the commissioners. As it is, he
said, there are so many cases pending of violations
of the Volstead act, that the courts find it almost im-
possible 1o proceed with any other business.

Welfare Department Discussion.

_Certain objections to the composition of the pro-
jected Department of Public Welfare as advocated by
administration leaders were voiced by officials of the
American Federation of Labor at a conference last
week with Secretary of Labor Davis and Brig. Gen.
Sawyer, the President’s representative in Welfare De-
partment preliminary studies.

Samuel Gompers, federation president, disapproves
of the proposed transfer of thé Children's Burcan and
the Woman's Bureau from the Department of Labor
to that of Welfare. It was contended that supervision
over women and children industrially engaged in which
labor is vitally interested would pass from the present
governance.

Among administration officials there is said to be
some difference of opinion as to whether existing edu-
cational agencies should be consolidated, as contem-
plated in tentative plans for the Welfare Department.

The ,Depirtmcn.l' of juntlu announced that some
system of awarding a bonus to Federal prisoners for

‘work done im penitentiary factories on which the

government realizes a profit will be worked out,

Reorganization Planned.

ECRETARY OF COMMERCE Herbert Hoover

held two important conferences during the week

directly bearing on the reorganization of the De-
partment of Commerce, with a view of making it one
of the really vital cogs in the American industrial
machinery.

The first conference was Monday when officials
of the Burean of Foreign and Domestic Commerce
considered means of elaborating and extending the
service. Fxperts from representative business con-

" cerns and colleges were called in in an cffort to decide

upon some practical method of promoting the world
trade of the United States.

The second conference was held Friday. Forty
men, leaders in various business activities, gathered in
Washington at the invitation of Mr. Hoover to dis-
cuss with him the problem of reorganizing the de-
partment in its entirety, aleng lines to make it a
highly useful govwernmental agency for the promotion
of business, industrial and economic activijies. One
af the big problems under discussion was the form-
ing of intimate contacts with business,

Mr. Hoover withheld any announcement of the
recommendations until they could be considered from
a standpoint of practicability.

Postmasters Nominated.

Little delay will be experienced, it is prophesied,
in confirmation of eighty-four nominees for postmas-
ters' offices sent to the Senate last week by President
Harding. This group was the first dispatched from

| the White House and is said to forecast a declaration

of policy by the Chiei Executive as to eligibility.

All of the cighty-four had made she highest mark
in the competitive civil service examination, except
where the veterans' preference law was operative, it
is said. Some modification in civil service require-
ments for postmasters as enunciated by former Presi-
dent Wilson is expected from Mr. Harding. He con-
sulted Postmaster General Hays in the matter two
weeks sincé,

Hays Talks to Publishers.

THE ENTENTE CORDIALE between newspa-
per owners and the Postoffice Department was
reaffirmed last week when Postmaster General
Hays pledged co-operation and consideration to dele-
gates to the Newspaper Publishers’' Association con-
vention at New York.

Mr. Hays emphasized that it is no part of the pri-
mary business of his' department to act as a press
censor and that in . case of grievances on the score of
classification or service, any publisher, would be
“thrice welcome” to sit down with him and work the
matter out. The “one unpardonable sin” of a post-
office, said Mr. Hays, is not to deliver the daily pa-
per on time,

“If a man can’t have his paper when he wants it,”
he said, “he doesn’t want it at all”

Oil Land Auction.

Secretary of the Interior Fall last week announced
that lands aggregating 6,480 acres in the “geologic
structure” of the Salt Creek oil field in the Douglas
district of Wyoming woutld be sold at public auction
at the Douglas Land Office on June 15

It is stipulated that sales shall be to the highest
bidder of a cash bonus and that one person, associa-
tion or corporation may not purchase in excess of 640
acres. The sales will be according to lettered blocks
and subject to a base royalty of 331-3 cents or 25
cents, the standard for gax fixed by the Secretyry of
the Interior on December 20, 1920

Fall Modifies Mine Rule.

PL:\CF.R MINING prospecting permits may be

jssued to a qualified individual, corporation or

association, under certain conditions, to the
number of five in the same State, the Secretary of the
Interior last week declared, a ruling having been asked
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office.
The acreage allowances thus would be 12800, con-
tiguous or noncontiguous,

The limitation for a single permit is 2,560 acres
and under the oil and gas regulations of October 29,
1020, directed against possible monopolies, not more
than that acreage could be allowed for prospecting in
the same geologic structure or more than three times
that area in the same State.

In localities remote from transportation, refineries,
pipe lines and sources of supply, Secretary Fall holds,
however, it may be difficult to secure the exploration
of a “"wild-cat” territory if the person or corporation
is limited to a maximum of 2,560 acres. Therefore,
he has ruled that for development purposes assign-
ments of prospecting permits not exceeding five ‘in
the same State “may be presented for consideration of
the Secretary of the Interior.,”



