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ORK OF COUSULAR SERVICE

can mrechandide. He renders an annual report which

is a summary of the commerce and trade of his dis-
trict. He is frequently called upon by the Depart-
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ment of State for reports on special subjects of com-
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cers in China, Turkey, Siam, Morocco, and a few other
so-called non-Christian countries, are invested with
judicial powers over American citizens In those coun-
tries. These powers are usually defined by treaty, but

- generally include the trial of clvil cases in which

Americans are parties, and in some instances extend
to the trial of criminal cases.

HE features of the commercial work of a con-

sular officer may be described as follows:

- He is sent to a post and assigned a given
district in the country. He is expected to study that
district in its economic and commerclal saspects until
he is thoroughly familiar with its natural resources,
its industries, its transportation systems, its commer-
cial resources, its trade routes, its export and import
markets, and ifs laws. He must acquaint himself with
its political sympathies and tendencies and their ef-
fécts upon his district’s economic life.

From time to time he renders voluntary reports
to the Depattment of State upon subjects of a com-
mercial nature, Indicating possible markets for Ameri-

mercial nature. All these reports are transmitted by
the Department of State to the Depatrment of Com-
merce for publication by it in the daily commerce re-
ports,

A consular officer receives many letters from
American exporters requesting information concern-
ing the market in his district, names of importers,
rates of duty, and, in general, suggestions for the
extension of their trade relations. His replies to these
letters are transmitted through the Department of
State and represent a very valuable feature of his
commercial work.

Many so-called “trade opportunities” come to the
observation of a consular officer. These may be im-
portant contracts to be let, construction work of
various kinds to be undertaken, concessions to be:
granted, or requests from merchants in his district
who desire to get into touch with American ex-
porters of a certain commodity. He renders these
trade-opportunity reports on a special form, and
they are transmitted to the Department of Commerce
and published in the daily commerce reports,

A most important function and one which will
demand an increased share of consuls' time when
they are located at seaport towns, will be the neces-
sary attention to American shipping and scamen.
Building up the American Merchant Marine depends
in no little measure on the ability of our consular
officers to serve the interests of American shipping
with promptness.

Consular officers are often used to safeguard
American interests in purely political situations.
For some years this was the case in Mexico. Almost
at any moment, in time of peace there may be for-
eign situations which are primarily political, and the
State Department maintains contact without accredit-
ing ministers or ambassadors, by working through
the consular offices.

The consul general has the duty of supervising
the work of all the consuls in his district, as well as
handling the duties. of the highest grade of consul.
In a large country there may be several consul gen-
erals, each of whom reports directly to the State De-
partment. Great Britain, for example, has thirteen
consul generals, scattered over the immense territory
under that flag. Only one of these is located in the
British Isles proper.

A vice consul has duties slightly less responsible
than the consul, except in those places where he is
put in complete charge. The consular ranks are gen-
erally recruited from the vice consuls who have made
good in the minor positions and are given the oppor-
tunity to advance along the grade to the higher places.

There are nine grades of consul, the last three of
which are gradually being cut off, to be replaced by
vice consuls. There are three grades of vice consul
of career, that is, for those men who seriously intend
to make the government consular service their life

work. And there are, finally,-five grades of consul.
Next Sunday am article on the domestic ac-
tivitles of the Cemsnlar Serviee will appear in
The Weekly Review.
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Cuba 1 CG, 6 1 3 A

i nican Repu u‘;c&.‘la
1 C 3 A

others 11 C, 3 VC, 6§ A

CG—Consul General
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A~Consular Agent

SECRETARY OF STATE

* NORTH AMERICA

Canada 6§ CG, 27 C, 1 VC, 12 A
Mexico 1 CG, 34 C, ¢ A .

CENTRAL AMERICA
8an, Balvador 1 VC
Niearagua 2 C, 1 A
Honduras 8 C, 4 A
Costa Riea 2 C, 1 A
Guatemala 1 C, 1 VC, 1 A
Panama 1 CG, 1C, 1 A
British Honduras 1 C

BOUTH AMERICA

ASIA

China 8 CG, 10 C, 3 VC
Japan 2 CG, § C
Indo-China 1 C

Blam 1 C :
Btraits Settlements 1 CG, 1 ¢
Siberia 1 C

Turkey 2 CG, 6 C

Persla 1 C

Arabla 1 C

AFRICA

Cape Colony, L CG, 3C, 1 A
Portuguese East Africa 1 C
Portuguese West Africa 1 C

Alglers 1 C, 1 A

Tunis 1 €, 1 A

1::,.;1 1 CGA, 1 C 1VC 2 A
dagascar 1 C

PACIFIC 1SLANDS
Java 3 C, 1 A
Bumatra 1 C
Bamoa 1 C
Tahiti 1 C

im are nrm consuls, located in cities of sufficient importance to warrant the expense o
. |

) TIIE m is an organization pl.nn. of a “typical country.” The \consul general is the ru:oruihle hud{ reporting to the Secretary of State.
! “’*g.
* ' Under ‘the ‘consuls may ¢ome the vice consuls, who handle various work at the consulate, and report to their consul. The number may vary for any
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Arrant the establishment of « consulate, or keepinig a vice consul detailed to travel back and forth, to some of

Peru 1 C, 5 A
Bolivia 1 C Coony of Kenya 1 C
Colombia 3 C, 2 A 1Iorocco 1 CUA, 1 C
Venesuela 3 C, 2 A Liberia 1 CGA
Paraguay 1 C Benegal 1 C =
Urdgtay 1 C "
Guiana 1 C, 1 A
AUSTRALIA

Australin 1 ©CG, 3 C, 2 A
New Zealand 1 CG, 1 VC, 1 A

tDiplomatic Agent and Consul General,
*Minister Resident and Consul General.

keeping someone p.rrmanenﬂy stationed there. The
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' or there may be mo vic€ conguls at all
. Lm is not |mportant enough to w
1§ the a consular agent is appointed, who handles the tasks locally, as they come up, reporting to the consul for his district.
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