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REMARKABLE NATURAL BRIDGE
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swrromnded this pelrified tree, has been woshed away by the weathering action

time, so that mow the brunk forms a matwral bridge, forty fect long, over the ravine.

in the world, Since the picture wus taken a comcrete support
and the destruction of this wonder of the world.

olicies Irreconcilable—Gibbs.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THRERE.

AL, Would Cripple Germany. .
« OOKING at these facts as a scientific problem
' “" the French foréign office says:

“The solution is obvious, Germany must be
broken up.  She must be cut off from her resources.
Her industry and orgamizalion must be crippled.
France' must strengthen Poland and drive a wedge
between Germany and Russia, who would otherwise
unite, for military aggression, The safety of France,
her glory and power, depend upon keeping Germany
poor, and at all costs and all risks that shall we do.”

. France hasn't the,least intention of relinquishing
the left bank of the Rhine. She has every intention
of handing ovgr the rich industrial districts in Upper
Silesia to Poland and so drain Germany of oue of
her chiei sources of wealth and power. She is pre-
pared to see Germany fail in the payment of indem-
nities, and to force her to fail if mecessary, in order
to have a pretext for applying fresh sanctions and
breaking up Germany by ecomomic severities.

Now that, in my judgment, is a reasonable and
fogical policy except for one flaw in the argument
and one moral law.

The flaw is just this. All countries in Europe

trade upon an industrial revival in Germany, Aus-
Poland, Russia and the Baltic States, and they
not support a policy which destroys all chance
of that for the sake evenm of French security. I
France pursues that policy she will be alone in Eu-
rope cxcept for Poland, who is bamkrupt, unstable

Such a policy may succeed for fifleen, twenty or
twenty-five years, but the time will come when
France will no longer be able to support a great
standing army and when Germany, brokem to bits,
maybe, and separated into many isolated communi-
ties of German folk, poverty stricken and desperately
ed, will reunite in a gréat wave of racial passion

« and will relight the fires of hell. That is the flaw in

the French argument which thrusts itself into British
minds. They may believe that a French policy along
these lines is swicidal and bound in the long run to
bring down Europe into the gulis of ruin by another
monstrons war for our children or our children’s
children.

- ¢ Silesian Plebiscite, -

UT there is a moral aspect to the French policy
B_. which cannot be ignored over this Upper Si-
 lesian question which is France's test of Brit-
ish f[riendship. ° .
*“sFrance says we are bound in honor to support
oyr Polish allies.

England says we are bound in honor by our own
pledge to abide by the plebiscite which was decided
in favor of Germany. - To all impartial studenis of
history there can be no doubt that Upper Silesia is
strictly and lawfully Cermas, built up by German

President Harding spemt the greater part of last
week in the sechmion of the summit of Mount Pros-
pect, & short motor ride from Portland, Me., the guest
of Secretary of War Weeks. Mrs. Harding and a large
pasty of friends werg there, and Mrs. John W., Davig,
danghter, of the War, Secretary, was hostess in, the
ahsence? of, Mrs, Weeks, . The, place is at the end of
& closed private road and four miles from & telephone,

many beyond ‘Europe depend for their recavery.

wealth and industry, colonized by German folk half
& thousand years ago, never a part of Poland, never
claimed by Poland until the peace conference less
than three years ago, and with a mixed population
speaking a special dialect which is no more Polish
than German.

Korfanty and his bands are insurgents and not
local inhabitants, demanding seli-government. It
seems clear, therefore, that the French demands io
behalf of Poland are not in accordance with interna~
tional justice, but are based on a policy of seli-interest
and self-defense which might be justified in an ex-
pediency for the peace of the world. But it is the
conviction of most English people that the fulfillment
of this policy would make for future war and would
quite destroy all chances of some system of gradual
disarmament which most of us hope may iollow the
Washington conference.

France  and England will continually compromise
on their points of difference, but there will be Increas-
ing exasperation, which is already divorcing the public
opinion of both countries, unless the French minorities,
who see eye to eye with us, prevail, or, what Is more
possible, imless the French people, who, as a whole,
are anti-militarist in instinct and are only supporting
the present policy for the sake of national security,
realize the appalling danger to their future if they
are isolated.

Demobilize Russiams. i
T is necessary to assure the French people of safe
l ty by other means than by breaking up Cer-
many, and that may be dome, I think, by de-
mobilizing Russia, without whose military support
Germany would be impotent in a new war of revenge.

Out of the enormous tragedy of the Russian fam-
ine that good at least may come, for the evil of Bol
shevism and its tyranny may be overthrown not by
armed force but by world charity.

This famine in Russia which is menacing millions
ol poor peasants is our supreme test of charity and
if all nations, will follow the quick lead given by the
United States in Seeretary Hoover's offer the Russian
Red armies will be disarmed more easily than by
corrupt revolutionary gemerals secking to replace the
new tyranny by the old despotism.

It is time for a truce in Russia as well as in Ire-
land, and the spirit of Christian charity appled to
political affairs will destroy the philosophy of force
and ordeal by battle. It is, after all, the strongest
weapon in the world, though least used by those who
profess its faith. |

In Great Britain public opinion is set fair for
peace at home and abroad and there will be no tol-
eration of any renewal of armed strife in Ireland. It
is probable that the present goverument will post-
pone an appeal to the country on that issue until
after the Washington conference, but meanwhile all
sides are preparing for the mext genmeral election,
which may suddenly be sprung upon them.

It is certain that the present coalition will be
broken into many groups, and attempts are now being
made in secret comclaves of Liberals to strengthen
the opposition by uniting all the moderate liberal
thought under the leadership of Viscount Gray in
succession to Herbert Asquith, who has disappointed
his supporters.

Viscount Cray undoubtedly would gain a great
following in spite of his long, sphinxlike silence bes
cauge in: the public imagibation ‘he sfill | holds shis
place as a noble, idealistic figure with world peate as

his, abiding bope



