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AS AIRSHIP ZR-2
- FALLS ABLAZE

CONTINCED FRGM PAGE ONE.

fie maBouvered the ship toward the
Humber and, according to a sur-
vivor, . .ome of the main girders
falled' o0 stand the strain of the
turn. |

Tholifands of people watched the
rescudry, bringing in bodies while
fragments of the airship burned on
the supface of the water, while
the still inflated
stern "efid of the ship.

A ni-oficial dispatch received
in Lo n at $:30 p. m., stated that
neariyrforty are dead

Territic Explosion Heard.

The weather was fine at the time
of the disaster, the sun was shining
and thousands had gathered (o
wateh the giant alrship. Apparent-
1y It was sailing slowly on an even
keel when the flamas first burst
forth. Then a terrific eplosion was
heard, and, according to an eye-
witness, one portion of the ship ap-
peared to rise in the air while the
other fell slowly Into the Humber
river. ‘Two more explosions oe-
curred, one as the ship was falling
and one as it hit the water.

Capt. Wann, the British officer
commanding the ill-fated ship, is
amonf the survivors.

The Britsh admiralty tonight Is-
sued the Tollowmng official com-
munique:

“The R-38 is a total wreck, lying
in the Humber off Corporation Pler.

It brélté in half in the air and
caught fire. No details are known.
There, , are probably three * sur-
vivora.”™

Broke Clean In Twe.

Pier Master Martin, an old navy
man, *an evewitness, said:

“I Td been watching her for
some "time; she turned in from the|
northeast and was heading for the
southswest. She was not very high
and her engines wers working at
great’ gpeed. As she came closer
the snvelope appeared to crumple
in the gcenter. There was no flame,
but the scene appeared to be sur-

Both British and American Naval Officers

Feared Disaster in Altered Design.

Consequently America’s loss &atuntil next spring If it did not prove

the most cannot be morfe than
$1,000,000. In event the Britlph gov-
ernment has insured the dirigible,

to be to expectations. .

m"mund‘a pessimism Was
shared In Washington naval circles
was disclosed by Lieut. Comdr.
L downe, who crossed from Eng-

even that loss may be ided

Whether this money, or the un-
expended portion of the $3,000,000
appropriated by Congress for the
ZR-2's pirchase can be diverted to
the cost of the ZR-1, Is a question.

Fear that future alrship construe-
tion by this country may be ham-
pered by the untimely aAcoldent to
the ZR-2 is entertalned in naval
quarters, although it {s pointed out
that the loss should be an arguy
ment ih favor pf renewed efforts.

May Ask for New Ships.

At the very moment that reports
of the tragedy was coming over
on the cable, Admiral W. A. Moffat.
ignorant of what had occurred, was
arpearing before the Congressional
committes in an appeal for added
suthorization to proceed with the
navy's asronautic program. Be-
sides the completion of the ZR-1, an
entirely mew ship to replace the
ZR-2 should be started, officials
belisve.

The ZR-3 was the largest of her
kind. She was 700 feet long, and
her cigar-shaped bag was 85 feev
In diameter. The gas capacity, 3.-
720,000 cubic feet, furnished a lift-
ing power of 84 gross tons, 46 tons
of which consisted of crew, cargo,
fuel and armaments. The R-34,
which twice crossed the Atlantie,
had a gas capacity of 2.000,000 cubic
?,--et. while that of the ZR-1 will be
.200,000,

Driven by Six Metors.

The ZR-2's motive power con-
sisted of six 350 horsepower Sun-
beam Cossack motors located in six
separate power carriages and cap-
able of driving the huge craft at
a cruisine speed of sgixty milea per
hour with 2 maximum speed of be-
tween seventy-five and eighty miles.
Under favorable conditions she was
expected to cross the Atlantic In
two days and still have " enough
fel left to proceed to the Pacific
Coast.

Aside from the material loss re-
sulting from the ZR-2's destruction,
the death nf the American members
of the crew will be keenly felt
These picked officers and mechanles

rounded by a slizht fog. Possibly
it was her own escaping gas. All
this timas she was coming lower
down. She cleared the land and got|
some Httle distance across the river |
toward New Holland on the Lin-
colnshife §ide when the crumpling|
of the cavelope becams worse and |
suddenly she broke clean in uru.l
Up to that I had seen no flames,
but all at once there was a terrific
explosion and the falling envelope
burst into flames. In a few seconds
it touched the water and then a
second explosion occurred
Coliapsed im Center.

“Before the disaster occurred I
had noticed that the engines were
working at terrific speed and it is
a mercy that the airship got over
ihe river before any explosion took
place. If it had occurred over the
rowded town ! chudder to think
what would have followed. 1 am
an old naval man, and I know
what blg guns can do, but T don’t
think fhey could have caused a
more terrible disaster than those
awful explosions would have done.”

Sergt. Bushby of the American
air foree, who witnessed Lhe disas-
ter from the river front. sald:

“] eomsider there was some fire
amids 8. She collapsed in the
center, ber stern coming down first.
She was just turning when the dis-
aster teok place and the wrecked
~nvelops and gondolas came speed-
ing down. It is God's mercy that
the disaster did not occur over the,
town.”

Officers Awaiting Big Ship
Unable to Explain

LAKBHURST, N. J.. Aug. 24.—OfM-
vers stationed here awaliting the ar-
rival of the {ll-fated ZR-3 from
overseas were a2t a loss tonight to
explain the sudden collapse of the
ziant dirigible.

Capt. Frank T. Evans, U. 8 N,
in command of the detachment here,
«aid he doubted if weakness In the
rramework was responsible for the
breaking In twg of the big craft
He suggested, however, that the
breaking of one of the large gas
bags in.the air might have un@er-
mined the framework.

The fnancial loss involved in the
destruction of the ship will be borne
in part by the United States, ac-
cording to Capt. Evans, but under
the termp of the agreement by which
the ship was bullt, final acceptance
depended upon the result of the trial
trip.

It was customary,. he said, for ons
rarachute to be carried for every
two passengers and members of the
vrew, but, in the sudden emergency,
he doubted whether many had time
to adjust these safety devices, be-
cause once the ahip was deflated by
the explosion, the steel framework
would s}l‘.tle quickly.

Massachusetts Man, Taken
Froni Wreckage, Dies Later

LONDON, Aug. 25.—Lieut. Chns
+. Little, of Newburyport, Mass,
who was recovered alive from the
burning wreckage of the ZR-2 in
the Humber River, died at the hos-
pital at-midnight

According to messages up to
midnight, the survivors still stands
at six. ' Revised figure how that
fortyevel men were on board.

The exact number and identiy of
the dead will not be wverified unttl
late today as he envelope of the
iirship is sill floating in the river
and it is possibie there may still
ve someone Inside It.

and the
itching
stops

No s

even if the

had been undergoing thorough
tralning, hoth in operating the craft
and dirigible construction. for more
than six months

Denby Sends Condolence.

Britain’s loss is also almost irre-|
parable, especially if Capt. A. H.
Wann, in charge of the instruction
of the American crew and Brig.
Gen. Maitland succumb. Capt. Wann
is reported badly injured.

Upon receipt of the news, Secre-
tary of Navy Denby sent the fol-
lowing cable of condolence to the
Amevican Naval Attache for trans-
mission to the admiralty:

“The Navy Department of the
United States extends to the air
ministry and the British navy deep-
st sympathy in the appalling dis-
aster to the ZR-2. We hope our
early reports will prove exagger-

ated as to loxs of life”™

The tragic destructlon of the|
ZR-3, spectacular and sudden as it |
appeared, was not entirely unex-
rected by cfficials and others who |
have followed the constructton of
the monster airship é&n beth this|
and the otber side of the Atlantic.

Since her first trial flight, July IT.I
unconcealed apprehenslion as to the
ZR-2's success was evidenced In
England. During her initial trip
from Cardington, where she was
constructed. defects In construction
became evidemt.

These were not surprising though.
because of radical departures in de-
sign from the R-34 and =imilar
types of dirigibles which had proved
so successful. Fresumably, because
of buckling amidships, the ZR-2
was rapidly berthed after her first
fight. Her {ramework was rein-
forced and other alterations, the
nature of which were not divulged,
were

Delay Caused Conjectiure.

Continual rumors persisted at the
air ministry and admiralty circles
ir Londun, however, that the gov-
ernment was far from satisfled at
the rhowing. Brig. Gen. Maitland's
cuntinued refusal to turn over the
airghip to the American crew, who
were chafing at the delays, caused
no little comjecture. Regarded as
an unusually cautious officer, Malt-
land declared his intention of hold-
ing the: blg ship in England even

land to America in the R-34's epoch-
making trip two years ago.
Had Feared Disaster.

“Pwo weeks ago I had a feeling
that all was not well,” Lansdowne
declared a few houra after the dis-
aster was reported to the Nawp
Department.

That tha American crew of the
ZR+2, however, had entire confldence
in her and the builders is unques-
tioned. Replying Lo questions of
correspondents, th#é American navy
officers assoclated with the British
bullders, were poaitive that the air-
ship’s crulsing possibilities were un-
limited and that she would weather
any kind of atmospheric conditions
that might be encountered.

Officials here are divided as to
whether buckling caused the ex-
plosion of the hydrogen gas which
brought the big bag down In flames,
or an explosion caused the breaking
in two of the vessel. Even If this is
established It will prove difficult
to determine the actual contributing
cause,

Already navy officials are inter-
esting themselves regarding the
ZR-1 which is being bullt in this
country. Practically all the mate-
rial for its constructiom has been
contracted for and the huge hangar,
the largest in the world, ias being as-
sembled at Lakehurst, N. J. Oppo-
sition by Congress alone can prevent
the completion of the American
bully dirigible before nmext July, it
was stated.

Appropriation Was Refused.

The navy asked for an appropria-
tion of $1,000,000 for- the ZR-1's
completion, but this Was refused.
Money was avallable, however, for
materials and this was used. Also
approximately $400,000 appropriated
for aircraft purposes can be diverted
it is believed.

UntH details have been received
from London, the loss incurred by
this government through the de-
struction of the ZR-2 cannot be as-
certalned. According to the con-
tract, England was to receive the
sum of $2,000,000 upon delivery of
the ship. Parf of this sum has al-
ready been paid over.

Another stipulation in
ract Is that in ease of accident after

| delivery and before arrival of the

ZR-2 at its destination, half of the
loss is to be borne by the bullders.

Bed Thieves Busy Again.

The “featherbed™ thicves who en-
tered the iy last week and made
away with several hundred dollars’
worth of bed clothing from the
American Red Cross garage, in the
rear of Jackson street northwest,
again renewed activities yesterday
when they ransacked the delivery

wagon of the Fraszsier Laundry
while parked in front of 1819 G
street northwest and stole bed

clothing and towelg valued at $50. .

"BuLL DURHAM
@zz:‘:.x.r,e

About the

This Week —

Get the Truth

Chalmers

Telephone and
make an ap-
pointment for a
demonstration.

H. B. LEARY, Jr.

1321-1323 Fourteenth Street N. W.
Telephone Main 4105.

Member Washington Astomotive Trade Bhsociation
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Senator -Sterling With-
I'dnw-'.llunretoﬂnd -

4 % il e ————

-The anti-beer bill is dead for at
least a month, . Opponents of the
méasure, after carrylng on a suc-
cesaful ﬂ'libuster agalnst its adop-
tion {n: the Senate, wers relieved
from further delay late last night
when, after the House adopted the
Jolnt recess resolution, Senator Ster.
ling withdrew the beer bill from
Sgnate conslderation.

This means the beer battle goes
over until after the rec

While the House was Wmlnx up
ita business and adopting the re-
cess Tesolution, previously passed
by the'Benate, foes of the beer bill
held forth in the uppar chamber and
blocked conslderation of other busi-
ness. Benator Reed, of Misouri,
spoke almost codtinually for eight
hours, arguilng against the.bili on
constitutional grounds.

Gilve Up Fight,

When word reached the Senate
that the recess resolution had been
passed in the House, dry leaders
gave up the fight for adoption of
the becr bill. Benator Bterling, in|
charge of the measure, sald it was|
apparent the conference report
could not be adopted at this session

on Ieadefs
*peaking by Mosdell
had charged there was'
;:lnl:gc that the
and m‘m
heard from" if
lssued permitting
medicine, 3

Before the reeess resolution was
adopted the House and Senate had
approved conference reportd on the

regulations are
use . -of beer ap

Measure Lo enable the War Finance

Corporation to extend  credit to
farmerg and the deficlenéy bIlL
The latter appropriates $18,500,000
&nd $200,000 for the lmmeat
sonference. Passige of t meas-
ures were consldercd .necessary by
ll-_mieu before the recess could be-
Ein, .

The House was in &n uproar as
the recess vote was taken., Sena-
tors, anxious about the result,
crowded the House floor.  Senator
Lodge stood on the rostrum and

cthecked the vote as each name wag
called, "l -

FATAL TRAIN WRECK
HELD ACCIDENTAL

ANNAVOLIS, Md., Aug. 24.—That
the collision Between a passenger
triin und a work train on the short
line division of the Washington,
Baltimore and Annapolis Eleetrie
Eallroad at Revelle Station, that
caused the death of two, was the
result of an “accident” was the ver-
dict rendered at a coroner’s inquest
jury, which met here today.

A number |of witnesses were ex-
amined, including a train dispatcher
of the road, andjfthere was testi-
maony the effect that the work
triin should have taken a siding

to

and moved that it be lald aside in
favor of the bill which would con- |
tinde the embargo gn dyves. A dis-

cussion of this measure was then
begun. |
The recess resolution was |

brought up In the House by l-’lanrl
Leader Mondell and adopted by a|
vote of 146 to 129,
brief. Mondell said that the Hause |
had completed Its part of the legis-
lative program.
Velstend Denied Time.

“If the House is willlng to rest
an ite re 0°A | ges no reason why
the Democrats should object (o

and given the passenger train the
right of way, as cuslomary.

|ROCKVILLE DEPUTY

SHERIFF RESIGNS

ROCKVILLE, Md, Aug 24—

|
e P x| Tames Stanley Gingell of Rockville,| DOCtOrs Recommend

nny vedrs a deputy sheriff for
this county, has tendered to Sheriff

/George E Nicholson his resignation | ?
ing chief deputy and the same has|scribe Bon-Opto as a safe home

been accepted.

He has been
county commissioners
for the county,

biil was to
-

appointed by the |[troubles and to strengthen eyesight
a constable | Sold under money refund guaran

BIRMINGHAM, Als,. Aug 3H—
Rev. Edwin W. Stephenson, Metho-
dist minister, wis today held to the
grand jury without bail on charges
of murdering Father James BE.
Coyle, priest of §t. Paul's Cathedral.
whom he shot Lo death on the night
of August 11.

Judge H. B. Abernathy’'s decision
was given following sensational tes-
timony against her father by Mrs
Ruth Stéphenson-Gussman, whose
marriage to a Catholic Porto Rican
precipitated the killing.

Stephenson's daughter took the
stand as the State's star witness,
and gave - testimony which the
prosecutinn  hopes will send her
father to the gallows.

Says She's Glad,

When the court anneunced its de-
cision and her father wag led back
to jail, she said “I'm glad they
held him."

Coming at the conclusion of State
testimony which, in several In-
stances had been favorable to
| Rtephenson by supporting some de-
tails of his self-defense plea, the
minister's eighteen-year-old daugh-
ter gave testimony which the State
will contend showy the killing was a
case of premeditated murder.

“Several times,” the girl declared,
|*my father said that he wished the
| cmm—

| Bon-Opto for theEyes

Physicians and’ eye specialists pre-

remledy in the treatment of eye
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“The Store with s Smile”
YER'S 3

1331 FSL N. W.

STETSON

“Genuine John B"

The style, the quality and the
workma.nshi{x All that you can ex-
pect of any. high-grade Hat—and
then some.

tee by all druggists.—Ady

-

\'Why is Not all

N
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‘ alwiys.

If the adjustment of the carburetor is

"right on Monday

there is no reason why

the same mixture shouldn’t deliver full,

even power on Tuesday.

If it doesn’t,

“look to your fuel. llnybe you have switched
to a different lot of gasoline.

“Why shouldn’t all gasoline be the same?”
you ask. “Then the mixture would be right

all season.”

True. But the best gasoline includes the

refined products of various oil fields, each

of which has its peculiar advantages. To

- STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(New

Gasoline the Same?

great carburetor problem of get-
_ the right mixture is usually solved
by finding the right fuel—and using it

make a uniform, high-quality gasoline the
refiner must have access to every type of

crude needed.

This the Standard Oil Company (New

Jersey) has. That is

to improve motor gasoline to the point

where high quality
ahsolutely assured.

Exhaustive tests have proved that “STAND-
ARD” MOTOR GASOLINE is consistently

the best motor fuel

your carburetor is properly adjusted, you

get maximum power
waste. Wherever you

Try it on the hills.

Jersey)

you will get good gasoline.
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why it has been able

and wunif ormity are

you can buy. Once

without unn

find the “S. 0.” sign
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