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THE CYCLC
How Lon Baxter, Pioneer,
Confronted the Fate of
Lovers Who Wait

* Too Long.
t

mHE ma, imiM ta a hard red ball, had

dropped behind the level, aharp-cut line

where aky and prairie stopped. Grain
* aelda lay spread oat. a dark, flat monotone

voder a aheet of eold. gray cloud. Cloae
reefed poplar* ahtvsred slbOantly in a ehlU
him Tat the boy and girl, merged Into

en* dim Mot on the steps of the shallow

porch, in front at a Ms. square, nod tinted
borne, woe caught Into a romance world aa

oft aad warm and entrajidngly beautiful aa

/
- Bat. presently, Lon Baxter broke lta apelL
"X cant aak you ta marry me, yet. Ednaraetuntil I have a home ready. If you will

"Oh. Lea.* Edna came back to Grlndon.
lews, with pretoet in her luminous faoe.

"Why ihmlil we wait for that? Vhy
shouldn't I do my share in making the
lw»r

" Because I win never let my wife re
IIhhiTi what my mother did. I can *»ever
cat away from that.N." The boytah fae*
b eaitj1 atofceM by pain-breading experience,aat In hard few. -I oan oaatt now.

the day abe died. The Httle bedroom off the
kttchea Uka aa eieii aho'd oooked for
thraahars all day.and her gaaptng aad lightingfor breathl And my father bending ewer.

'twisting hla handa aad meaning. ' It"a the
eVaed mor-gago that's killed hsrT"

Bttlsg taara stood la the boy's sjsa Not
evwn the elaap of daa'a tender hands, the
broah ef bar freak cheek. oould take the sting
l*i mi that mama | The rasping ohant of
frags tilled their earae moon lens dark wrapped
thaaa oftoea; fbr the first tlrao, Loo's brooding

"I bated that mortgage as »Itwaaa ltvtog
thing! I wantad to tear it.to tottmo tt Hka
a cat doae a aoaal I hated my father, too.
He alwaya wuskad Ska a hot so.yoa know,
Udna.aad he axpeotod ma and my mother.
umatlBea I fait that ho was downright

The nladuiu of womanhood was strong to

Bdna. though aha was but eighteen. She
know «uiil» would dmr oat bulled Miter
wee Gently she led him oa to apeak.
"Only the year after aa died ho come

home one night aad sheas* ua ahlldren a

teas, dirty paper, ueie«ed with figures aad
bloto. It waa the ii ilgi gi. be eald. The
last oaat waa paid. He lifted the stove Bd
and diappad tt ea to the oeala aad wa aB
etood by aad wotohod tt bora. Than ha alQmtT

I oonldnt hold In thaw. X told htm
rd never mortgage anything o" mine.Td
<Uo first. Aad the old aaa aat down aad
poke quiet.elmeet ae If bo waa epilog leliig

ma waa alok aad had ta ban a dector, aad
medicine. aad nourishing food. Titan the
grasshoppers oome three yeara nrnntn', aad
he bad to borrow to keep ua all from starving
and fraealng, and after that, ltttle Bmmy died
and that meaat aaotber loan. I oould aoe.
there hadn't bean else tor him to do.
I hadn't ought to have hiemod him aa and
.I did toal different after that hut "

Hla votea waa hard with dotermination.
"But I made up my mind right then that rd
aovar lot myaelf bo trapved the way be waa.
Td aovar have a wife aad ghndrea until X

With the eaeat. nleor aeaaa that wee here

"Tea. Iraa. But that eeat be. yoa know.
Things happen, good aad bad. aad married
felka Just have to take the ehanoaa together."
"A man ought to hava hla farm alaar aad

a eemfortable houoo before ha aoka a woman
^ to begla to toka ehaocea," Lon. boy-sure, pro"That

win toko a long lime jeeio perhaps."Edna's voice had lost some of Its
lay t»HL
" No, I am. young and strong, aad I oan

work. Ood. How m work far you. BdnaP
* X kaow. I understand how you fool." ehe

admitted "But." ahyly, "I am young and
atrong, too, Lon. And I an net afraid of
work, either.wtth you."
Hto arma tight about her, hope and gladBaaapulalng high In the ewlft rebound of

ftoilli. ho told her eonfldentiy.
"There11 bo work enough for you whea I

have the farm and the houae ready.that
want be long."

' Brave words.easily said.

But how were these words to be made
food? That waa the question with which
young Baxter wrestled all through the rush$lng days of harvesting and threshing the
erope at Edna's father.he waa only a hired
man on the Goodrich place. How waa he to
secure a farm of hla own? How was ha to
prepati a home fit for Edna Goodrich.he,
with only his two hands and the -groat urge
of love to his heart? The problem was In hla
mind whan ha dropped Into the deep sleep
compelled by long days of hard work, and it
was with him when he tumbled Into his

I clothea In the pale light of early dawn. In
their snatches of talk at noontime and after
the chorea were done he and Edna diasussodtt.
Thoy knew well that " el' man Goodrich."

who ai popularly called "the richest, the
Highest, aad the meaneat man In four coun"Uae." would-pevsr glva hla consent to t<on
as a son-in-law. As children, to the little
white eebpoLhouae oa the corner at "M." Ion
aad Bdna had apailod one another down and
agorod the mm* sums sa their srratolled
statoa. As a hoy aad gM. lot had geaa
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m It fm> ever." tfU rmitt SVyf r *'
Mf waumry.

" If* gonm fa- /V/^
ward homm?" thm queMtioncd ' /
mnxiouMly. ^

*«H

her to the skating rink lad ehurah ndtk
Only th« slrl'a owm toot, with friendly eo>nlvanoeoa the part at " > Goodrich." had

kept "pa" from Utonisitin what every on«

la* know.that "1«« Baxter wu goto'
with Mm Ckxxfrlok."
R wma te abear bnnte that tha boy had

offered hla Haw to Oaodrtafe. Hla o*n

tether, to tha amaeomant at Ua mo. hl>

Ua tether hi tha yvJ^T'ahlxiraa war*

aoreiy tn need of m woman's hand, rnaill*

tt Ida mother* hmuj. Witt a taottura u"Te

worked wall ftr ma, Lon. la tha daya

mart." ha pot a hundred dollars Into tha
* *"» banfc. - Dart throw K awayfLaahad walked Ua way through hi**
aahoal Bdna waa attending tt. toa. Than ha
had hunted a job. Tba unsuspecting Goodrich,blind through aalflahnaaa, thinking only
«tha sturdy brawn af tha lad who had dona
a man'a work atnoa hla tooth yaar, hired tba
young man at ones. Twenty-fly* dallara a
month seemed. at flrat. a fortune to Lao, who
had vwkad ao many yaara at heme far hla
"" Tat, It waa auoh a Joy to Bra undartha aam^ roof with Bdna that ha would
gladly have laborad far that alrmi tiafl tha

tha aummar had teh-ly hagim Lon had apakaahla lava and Bdna miiTi.il hera.
-Wa want aay anything ta aay oaa hot

mother." Edna decided. "Of course, pall
objeot-"
" Tea. I a*poaa ha wm." T^. a|iisfl - But

h«H ha.re ta give In. whaa ha Ma that X
am going to give you a good home and
Bring."

Still, aa tha montha slipped by. Lon begaa
to realise that It would taka yaara aa a hired
man to »t« money enoogfc ta buy a good
term In their own neighborhood. 'And I
wont buy ca time.that would mean a martcage,"ha declare^. "And ranting la juat
putting money in the other feDow'a pooketa."
he flnlahed with a sober faoe.
"Tea," Bdna answered. "Still, if' eropa

wera good, we'd aava something, too,
wouldn't waT "

" I tail you, Edna," Lon spoke with sudden
decision. " I"re about made up my mind that
ra hare to go to a newer country.there's
good gOTernment land, yet, in Dakota and
Nebraska.m just have to do what our
fathers did. strike oat and pioneer." *
" And TO go aloaV." aha cried eagerly.

" Our mothers pioneered, too." aha reminded
him, thinking only of her own strong, braveaplrltedmother.
Hla faoe darkened. "Tea. they did. And

It killed my mother. No. Edna, you must
atay here and wait until I get a good start."

All through tha long winter montha they
studied tha poaaibiUUea and made r'«. Lon
waa buoyantly confident now. He would lev
cats a good fTomesteaSd.a crop, or at moot
two crops, would build the house.then.
And Edna, with vgrtful eyea. listened and
auggeated and gave him the encouragement
af her love and faith.
Ona Sunday afternoon, when ha found hla

tether alone, feat upon tha atove-hearth, \
paper and pipe flnlahed, Lon.with a yearn'
In# for tha sympathy of hla own.haltingly
flung out bla new purpoaa and Its reason.
Tha raaponaa waa a surprise a revelation.

Indeed. " So, ye*ve picked ol' man Goodrich
fer a father-in-law^" 8am Baxter cbuekied
under hla tongue. " Well, ye must »n»fc a

heap af tha gtrll But ye'va right. TeH
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at plon mitu' tm a mw wimli>. IMI be
hardships.feat there's advantages, too. I
out Jo Witt ra like fer n Lonnie," his
rough votoe wftnl "Bat the rasa ootti
la your*. T» know, an* they ain't a finer spaa

Lai obitr topped to torn- teak. Ha ha4
thought hla father had forgotten a pnmln
nada leog aro, to hla mother.
"Then, there's the Toledo waguu.taint

' aew, but lfa la nod oondltlon. When your
Tear la sp. come heme. Log, and ro chant
start out empty-handed."
"I should ear not," the youth exulted.

" And when I aell my pica. 111 bave nigh
four hundred dollars cash, too. X eucht to
make it all right!"

" Tea," the older man a.to*. "Tall
have a fair atart, an" yeTe sot a bead on

your shoulders. With the help of a coed
girl, like Edna. yeTl make It an rightr-t the
Hand o' CM dont fall en ye, like It doae en
ue in 'hopper times."
In the fullneae of untried eourage the

youngster asserted:
ru not take Edna'a help until I have a

good houae ready for her^-and m be ready
for the ' hopper*,' jao."
" Te dont know much about wtmmen, then

.an*.y cant forestall Natur'. my boy," hla
father commented dryly.
But Lon waa atlD certain of bla own wis

dom and ready to defy Nature herself.
When Goodrich, as spring approached, proposeda renewal of their contract for another

year Lon told him:
"I ha*e decided to go out to Dakota. Mr.

Goodrich, and looate a homestead."
"Te haveT Writ, that may be a good

more," grudgingly, "far a young fellow like
you. Still there's lota o' chancea in fannlg,
J* know. Te'd probably have more money
at the end o* the year ataylng right hepe at
good wages and found. Ill hire ye, If ye
want to stay.ye ain't ao dum triOln' aa most
o* the help nowadaya"
Lon's tanned face reddened with pleasure.

Bven thla acknowledgment from "or man
Goodrich " waa encouraging. On the strength
of It he ventured:
"And. Mr. Goodrich, when I're got my

land and a comfortable house on it I am

coming back for Edna."
"Like bell ye are!" The father sprang

to hla feet In a rage. " So.thlTa it! That'e
the fooliahneaa that's beefi going on right
under my noas! Put It right out o' your
heads, I tell ye Do you think 111 let my
girl go out to* Dakoty to live'In a aod hut
and wash overalls? What do ye reckon I
paid her achool and music bllla fer? she
will atay right here with her parents until
aha marries a man that can give her a good
llvin' In a civilized country!"

" rm not asking ber to marry me until
I can give her a good living," Lon spoke
proudly.
"Tall both be grsy headM before that

timer*
" Pa'll never consent," " U& Goodrich " said

when Lon reported this Interview. " Not that
he baa a thing against ye, Lenny, except
that you're poor. But aa fer ma." with a oon-

> "* % t
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»han your motherm . ytro an Hka bar
In waya.f yem a bar."
Winn th. am tor th» parting .~ II

was harder than Lon had counted on. m.
»t tha last. ha had to argue -f-'~ htmm
heart cry aa wall aa Edna"! wlstfnl eyas and
unspokan plea.
-I couldn't bear ta M yvn working to*

hard and, maybe, breaking dawn." ha told
her aa b* took bar '"»t tha »--> amlima
* Tou know K1 because I lore yon aa much.
Edna, that I cant "

"Tea But It eeems wrong to me,"
protested. " I'm ready.I want ta help yon
ret started. Lon. Our parents and oar grandparentaatarted /oat In llto together. with
nothing. Why should not weT Whan yon
llnd the right place then you'll 1st ram

won't you. Lour
-Just as aoon as I can get a good crap

and build a heuae m come back fcr ywo.
maybe." with a wild bepa. - utl he Win
next Christmas.

Travaline aftha slow pace of farm horwm.
Lon spent three months In |»isspa< ftug w*

went through fusil 114 «iight« blinding rains,
and truing wlnda. Ha heard . af poor
crops and disappointed hope*.to aay nothing
of actual suffering. Tat on sieij *. he
saw untilled lands, carrying premiss
In lu Ttrglnlty. At last be struck a

that stilted him.one hundred^ acraa

of flowing green, spattered with patches of
brilliant wild flowera. A gentle slope would
protect bnflyings from tha north winds and
a strip of slough was lush with waist high
wild hay. It was Angnat before he bad cot
and stacked an ample supply of hay for the
coming winter and flnlahed a dugout tor
himself and a shack for his "

Then he turned the flrst sod. As he looked
back down the long black bands «*-» fan
away from the plow he saw fields of grain,
promising rich harvests.next year. Be
picked out the site for the house and set
out rows of poplar switches to form a windbreak.And aa he worked he vialoned the
home complete, with Edna waiting in tha
door for his homecoming.another year.
Long before he was ready for it tha first

blizzard stopped his work. One morning he
awoke, shivering: the shrieking of the wind
drowned his senses; swirling snow and frost
laden windows dimmed daylight to thiek fog.

" It's came," Lon thought as he started a

Are in his little cook stove. " I 'did hope It
would hold off until I got to town -n]n I'm
short on provisions, » "< coal, too."
He had seen blizzards back home; but hs t

had never before been alone in one. Now, as

his dugout walls trembled and the wild keeningof the wind encompassed him. he was
homesick and lonely.
"Sounds like all the wind In the wor|)

was trying to bn'st in that door," he muttered
as be swallowed hot coffee and Mured himselfthat It could oot last long.
For thsa^'days he huddled over tha wave
nd listened and waited, while the storm

raged on with no signs of a let-up. To the
loneaome, heartsick bey it suniad aa though
all tha furies of hall had been turned leaae

that dstoasala- mtla art tat. Ov
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n^ ow >f«i>' be usurtd himae.f that he
vu glad Edna wu not bare.Uiu ta would
not ha»e her pui th>M|k aek aa experiAndatd, a lone vlout ef atora&e bar*

On Oh toartk anw i tea wto ha opened
hi. tear, ha k>ek«d iinui ta *»!** upea
depth of btoa ainnaea ha tasked aotvul
crer WDcrws mt frost-created anew. bBnding
In tta guttering brilliance; sad than ha turned
and saw a thread cf amsfta rising abore tha
naareet ."* ore mflaa aw. and hla haart
thrOted «a tha taa1 at taoaa cranpanlnetvfp.

Aftar ha ted das oat Ma wall aad hara
ha ! . 1 Ma taam aad atrock au uai

flails t» tha Proeeera.a young aovpla *W
had coma tram an autn city tha year hetore.They bad known tttOa of tha dlffloulOaata bar armnataa ta laiiue^eeiTtng * I^>ksta dafan Tha phCoaophla good cheer with
which they "at prtnUm and dlamnifts J
» -* all aail> woo 1 aa'a afc*aflaa Tailaj
Molly waa ringing aa aha sat bar aaa ream

In ardar. though aha WM atffl pal* aad aa»

feaaed that aba had stayed la bad dnrlng tha
storm. -With tha covers ewer my haad to
keep oat tha roaring. DaoMU aflUiig tn a n*ra
warm dan. with a taw Bona around, wasn't
a ctrcomstanca U a Dakota hltaaardT aha
announced.
Wbca tha mrnJaul excavated the hayrack

Mniiy joined them. Tha mlr waa atm sharp
tha snowdrifts treacheraoa; yat tha

three turned tha hay b^uBa* lata a trails
th«t Lot wlabad Edna might have aharad.
Aa ha looked aboot at tha homelike eumfei I
HonJ had created in tha ranch floored, md
walled room and reraamherad tha awful lonetlnaaaof hla own aback, resolution wavered.
Another year of watting alone eeemed unbearable;perhape hla father and Edna ware

right, after alL t

There were no more each fierce ordeala
but Lon apent many daya ahat In by cold
and atorm, thinking, aa ha twtated prairiehay into knota that burned fiercely.
while they lasted.many thoughta. Ha knew
that Edna would come to him If ha but apoke
the word. She. too. could make a home out
of a dugout; aha waa better fitted for frontierlife Molly Proaaer. Tet.vlaloaa at
hla mothert folded, tad worn handa. and
recollections of ber father's whlplaah tongue
mingled and Jarred tn hla mind. And the
terror of debt obaeased him- Be could not
apeak tha worda that would brine Edna.
and poaalble debt.

Alrooet before tha froat waa ant of the
ground the new homesteader waa In the field
with hla plow. By tha end of aprlng ha had
prepared and aaeded nearly one hundred
acrea of ground. Ha and hla team were alike
hollow ribbed and Jaded..With exultant an

tlclpatioB he watched hla corn and wheat
pufth through tha soil. aad bevan to count
the returna they would bring. Onoe more

he figured the coat of lumber, then aaat the
plana he bad drawn te Edna, writing. "I'll
come for you by next Christina*.ha ready

Butaa tha*seaaon advanced told, dry arlnde
retarded growth; then a heavy hailstorm boat
down tha hsadlag Craln. Leag before fall
Lea knew that building a house this year
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tat bought a cow sad brood tow, tkm
tu nothing left.arte a trip bom* was net

to b« thought of.
Edna1! dteoppnimioaiil vkm ah* luml

that bo tnM not be at boose for Chrirtaias

tempted young Butar, far tbo tat time, *e
consider ialrtn| tar a Joan. Bo woe half
way to tbo railroad station. twenty miles
away, wttb tbo letter to hie father, before
be tore It tip and turned back. tailing htmoelfabarply:
"I wont beds tailealng. arm with po

drat thins I know m bo asking "or Baa

Goodrich' to help no out.or mortgaging
my team"

Aad ho bogged the belief that ho «H meteringta a righteous cause. In eplte of M
aa'a wounded plea:^ "I believe I*d eeoner

you'd steal the money, If yoa won't bwioo
It, rather thaa not to hare yoa come bane
at alL"

Hls Christmas bos and the Pr rieeei r tw

key did not wtpe out his kern senae of failureover the yoar*e resulta. Tot the sturdy.
royleh apirit could not be Ion* depressed
.soon, sure that the coming year would bring
bettor look. Lob waa making plans tor til)
Ing all his acreage except the slough. A
first omen of good fortune came through
Saul Prewltt. aa old neighbor, who was now

the cMd merchant and stock buyer at the
railway station. He offered transportation
to Chicago, with a few days' etcpore- at

borne, in letuiu tor piloting a carload of
hogs to tbo stockyarda Ln lumped at thie
chance.

but no sights could bold him, when bla bustneeewas aa4et He was Impatiently eager.
the train crawled, until the station names

grow familiar. Two slope from Ortndon.
the banker's wtfe from home.he bad knewa
her all hie lift.entered hla car. Aa be
started to apeak to bar, he caught eight af
tls bane, chapped wrist. He was wearing
the same suit of rlerhso he had worn away
from Grindon, new ahabby and outgrewa
A glance told him hla hat otUl bore marks
of hla freight ear Journey: his overcoat

was soiled and frayed. lie Bank back
Into his seat, pulling* at his coat alervea *

awkward, mlaerabla Edna might well be
ashamed of htm'

(
She was meeting weE

dreooed men . men whe could give her
comforts and pleasures; while he, after two

years, was doming hack to her with nothing
but unfulfilled promisee. Panic stricken, he
waa the last to leavo the car when the train

palled Into hh statton.

As bo ram* ale el) down the stepa he

vaguely oaw fere mar fa nee. Then. Edna waa

In front of him. bar arms were about hla
Beck, her Upe oa hla. Doubt and misery
were sponged out In a great, throbbing heart
beat as Be gathered her rinse

When he IK her go, his father gripped his
hand: "A welcome like that Is aruth comta'
bams to. ah. see?"

"Ton bat yeur asset Ufa" R was the

apontaneoaa outburst at a Cull heart. Edna
Isnghsd tn sheer Joy at the words.

Later, aa aha rtahhad at the Enee above hla
yea. she said tenderly. - Teu*re growing old

toe fast. Loa Tan work too bard. It hnt
fair.I ought to be out there, i^n^g after
yon. Lot mo go bock with yau."
"If only I could.ff I dared." ha groaned.

looking at bar wttb hungry longing. She
was round and supple. Ma Edna, with flash
tng lights tn her ayes aad dishing colors tn
her faca Tft there was a suggestion af fragilityabout her that reminded at bis
mother. He ihnok Ma head. "No, Edna I
cant take you out there to that dug-out."
"Too dont think I am as yave aa MoQy

Pi uaoai aad Annie Lane?"
He had written her of MoIly*B gay axpcdl

ents and at Lane'a bride.whe bad
brought her piano with her. It ee

tbdr single room that Nick swore be slept
doubled ap, aad Arms boasted that aba could
alt on the etool aad play ' Little Buttaroup
and fry potatoae at the eeme

" I know you'd etand Bre better than any
of 'em." be cried. - Jft me that's ths cuaanT
Too eee, I know how It might and.and they
drnrt. ywt."

" Oh," ah* broke out. * If only my '

wore like other men I He eoukd Just as wad
give us the money to buCd a house now. as
let It all watt until he la gone!"
"Tea. But Td rather build my own In nea

I dont wast to give him any chow for thlnfclngI"m marrying you for hla money! And If
things go right this year. TO be ready to
coma for you by New Tear's," he promised
onoe again.
At home. Sam Barter led the way to the

little cubicle off the kitchen and opened the
old black trunk where the family treasuree
had always been kept Lon watched him Bft
out a drees and a ahawl his mother bad
worn, aad take out some heavy aheeta.
"Give these to Edna." hla father eaid.

"and tell her your ma wove .'em with her
own hands.aad this." be added a brooch
that waa one of Lea's earliest recollectlose
Then he took up a daguerreotype aad opened
Its embossed case. The two men looked togetherat the clean-cut. girlish faca with
smooth bands of hair laid over her earn

" TeYe the eldest, boo." Baxter eaid 1a a
hushed voles. " Sometime this11 eeme to ye
.but.I cent spars H, yet."
With new comprehension the son laid hte

hand upon bis fathea'a shoulder. Presently
be epoke lew:

\I gueaa motberid bo glad if ebe knew
I waa going to marry Edna"

Tea" the older man agreed, aa bs abut
the Crunk. " Edna'a a fine woman, la rptw

' her relationship to the old man." Then.
clutching hla eon's ana. be rpoke oat: *WM
are y waltta' ao long Car, Lent Whyrt re
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