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Some Lobby Gossip

BY EARLE DORSEY.

T 1S really unfortunate that “The Emperor Jones,” Eugene O'Neill's
truly unusual stage study of fear, in which Charles Gilpin, the re-
markable negro actor, was booked to appear, cancelled its plan to

hold forth locally for a week at the Garrick.

From the standpoint of the local theater enthusiast, who patiently
waits his turn at the best native drama—via the road tour, this deci-
sion is frankly unfortunate. “The Emperor Jones” is current this week
in Baltimore and instead of holding to its original schedule of playing
Washington during the coming week, it has been decided to open it a
week earlier in Chicago. Hence the play will not be seen here “at
this time.” )

Which is one way of saying that the chances of Washington seeing
*The Emperor Jones” at this stage of its incarnation afe altogether
and thoroughly remote. In the ordinary course of events, “The Em-
peror Jones” would head west and in the event of a successful towr
roll inte Washington around next spring. That, however, is highly
unlikely. The provinces, to begin with, have a remarkable aversion
to Eugene O'Neill, regardless of the fact that he is one of the best—
if not the best—of the native stage writers.

One need only refer to the unfortunate road history of O'Neill's
first big hit, “Beyond the Horizon,” to find striking reasons for pes-
simism in the case of “The Emperor Jones.” “Beyond the Horizon,”
which enjoyed a wonderful run in New York, was utterly spubbed—
yes, howled at—by Washington audiences and it came to an untimely
end in Chicago a few weeks later, a total financial loss, as far as the
road was concerned.

“The Emperor Jones,” one of the best ten plays of its year and in-
terpreted by a negro star who has been praised to the gkies for his
profound artistry, is taking the short cut to Chicago without first
playing Washington. The qualities that damned “Beyond the Hori-
zon” in the fresh-beef belt are present in heavy proportion in the
former play and there is little or no reason to hope that Chicago will
show it any mercy.

That, though, is the least of the trouble. The failure of "“The
Emperor Jones” on the road—and one bases predictions of its failure
on the classic collapse of “Beyond the Horizon"—would probably end,
for all time, the efforts of producers to send O'Neill plays on the road.
Apparently, such plays appeal only to civilized folks, who ask for
drama and not for goo. By the same token, for all the anathema that
is yearly heaped on Manhattan, here and elsewhere, it would seem
that st least 75 per cent of the civilized theatergoers of America are
résident east of the Hudson River.

. . L] .

HERE'S balm in E street, however, for Charles Dillingham, long
‘famous as a producer of the merry-merry, has seen the light,

- forsaken his frivolous ways and gome in for the drama. To
make  the picture more roseate still, his latest effort, which will
ricochet off the National footlights during the current week, is s play
by Rida Johnson Young, who, in the opinion of the revered Prof.
Kelley, has yet to do a downright slovenly piece of work.

Rida Johmson Young, be it wetembered, is the girl who sprung
“The Front Seat” on a flabbergasted populace at Poli's late in the
spring—a play ot profound merit and scalpel-like characterization that
was, queerly emough, cursed with the shoddiest third act that ever
euvianated from the second-hand shéps. Miss Young, in response to

the gmashing ‘of teeth from this corner at that terrible third act, dashed |

off a communique to the effect that her own third act—in keeping
with the rest of the play—was turned dowa by the producers and she
left me with the impression that evea a playwright must eat.

Dillingham, however, ls nothing of a shyster. Dillingham pro-
fessionally, is a gentleman and not infrequently a scholar and I truly
hope he has made so much money from musical comedy that he has
produced Rida's mew play just as she wrote it. That being true, it's
dollars to the hole in the doughnut that the National will earn four
good netices instead of a miggardly two this week.

It must also be remembered that Vivienne Segal, heretofore a
sweet little singer from Philadelphia, has apparently got religion along
with Dillingham and is essaying a straight comedy role for the first
time, probably, in her young life.

The most completely mixed verdict of the whole round year was
turned in by the newspaper scouts last Monday night, when two new
plays were dished up at two theaters as seasonal curtain-raisers. It
may have been due, of course, to the fact that the boys were still a
little stiff in their technique from the long summer rest; but by Tues-
day morning, every other mewspaper reviewer in town had ged
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In the Pictures.

Group at top of page:

Uppar laft, Vivienne Segul in “A Wise
Child," at the Natiomal

Uppsr right, Maude Allem, festured
st Cosmos.

osephine Vieter In "R
st Kaitk's.
Inserted figure, Allos Terry, in ““The
Your Hérsemen of the Apocalypss,” at

Poli's.

Upper circls at right, Harry Labder
with the Jack Binger Bhow at the Guay-
oty.

Lower civale at right, Joe Wilten, in
“Hurly Burly,"” st the Capitel

Across botiem of page, reading frem
lsft ts right:

Wanda Hawlay, in “‘The Affairs of
Anatol” —Columbia.

in ‘“Passing
Nost''—

to completely annul and neutralize the contrary findings of the opposi-
tion and the result was hardly two blocks from bedlam.

For instance, “Wait Till We're Married,” at the Garrick, awoke on
Tuesday morning with a critical batting average of .750 per cent,
while “Other Lives” at the National, broke even with two boosts and
two scowls. [ preserve strict neutrality on the Garrick matter, being
kept from the Garrick services on other and more pressing matters,
but the National fracas is one that holds me deeply.

However—

There was one thing about those twe favorable reviews of “Other
Lives” which was impressive. Both included paragraphs that set forth
with guste the return of a theater proprietor from the New Hamp-
shire bills.

‘It may be that the eritical gentlemen were overpowered with the
felicity of the eveming and criticism went out the window. Perhaps,
on the other hand, Mr. Ashley, a dissenter, suffered from indigestion,
despite his rosy countenance. Howbeit, the team work was terrible,
boys. '

-

ia “The O of
M'—Orandall's.
Betty Blythe, in “‘Mother of Mine''—
‘hll-?m Keaton, “The Baphead'
m -
Btrand. -
Bebs Daafels, In "One Wild Week'—
Knickerbocker

“Love Birds” Coming.

“Love Birds.” the musical comedy
headed by Pat Rooney and Marion
Bent, will be the attraction at Poll's
for, the week commencing Monday,
September 25. The gifted come-
dienne, Hlisabeth Murray, will be
seen In her original characteriza-
tien, and others In the ocast include
Sylvia Ellas, a strikingly handsome
and splegdidly equipped soprano;
Grace sworth, Lilllan Baker,
Lella Romer, Helen Delany, Willlam
Taylor, Harry Mayo, Tom Dingle,
Barrett Gresnwood and James BE.

Sullivan,

IVivienne In Vaudevi_li;

| To Train for New Role

Jolson Called Her “a Riot” but Dillingham’s
Comedy Beckoned Her Away.

Vivienne Segal the charming
young American comedienne who
will make her first appearance here
|in straight comedy In Charles Dil-
| ingham's production of “A Wise
1Chlid," Rida Johnson Young's new

Inomedy. at the National, enjoyed &

novel experiment during the past
| summer in prearation for her naw
Ivehlcle. when she appeared as a
headliner in vaudeville at the Jef-
ferson Theater In New York.

The Interesting part of the ad-
venture unknown to the audience,
which applauded her there, was the
fact that the engagement was ar-
ranged by Mr. Dillingham at Miss
Begal's suggestion. As her role In
Miss Young's new comedy is that
of a vaudeville performer she was
anxious for real association with
the “varieties.” WFollowing her ex-
perience In May at the Metropolitan
Opera House in the Equity Pageant,
Lin which Miss Segal's appearance
as the merry widow was one of the
outstanding gems, various enticing
vaudeville offers followed from
managers and agents.

Having been engaged by Mr. Dill-
Ingham far the part of a wvaudeville
star, the thought appealed to her as

an experiment only as she had never
before appeared in the two-a-day
houses, competing with eight or more

| artists and acts for publle approba-

tion. Mr. Dililngham according ar-
ranged with E. F. Albees for the first
half of the week 2t the Jefferson, and
Miss Segal “stopped the show” and
“had to make a speech” and “was
compelled to run to her dressing
room and get other music which she
had not rehearsed—to satisfy her au-
dience,” just llke all the other new
recruits who break in wvaudeville
Harry Jolson,
the bill sald to her: “Kid you're &
riot.”

Vivienne Begal has had her fling at
the varieties! She liked the experience
and was surprised when people in her
audjence called for msongs she Had
sung in “Oh Lady, Lady"” and “The
Little Whopper.” Fhe was a little
startled by this cordiality at the
opening performance and thought at
first when they shouted for “Leta Fly
Awny,” which wag one of her popular
numbers, that the boys in the gallery
sald; “Take her away!"

o Miss Segal was invited by Mr, Al-
bee to appear In soms important
houses of the B. F. Keith circuit, but
she gratefully expressed her thanks

who preceded her op

! Today’s Amusements.
i Poll's—""The Four Horsemsn of the

B. F. Eeith's—Vandevills.
‘ Cosmos—Vaudeville and plotures.
| Stran®—Vaudeville and plctures.
| Gayety—The Jack Simger Show.
| Capitel—Joe Wilton's “‘Hurly Burly."
| Columbia—"‘The Affairs of Anatsl™
|| with all-star cast.
| Metropolitan—'The Old Neat," with
| all-star cast.
| Rialte—""Mother of Mine,' with three
|

stars.
Palaco—Douglas McLean in person and
in ‘‘Passing Through.'
Knicksrbooker— ' "The Old Nest."
I On:::ll.'t—l.l.lu Joyos in “"The Inmer

Glen Eoho Park—Rasort attractions.
Chesapeake Beach—HResort attractioms,
Great Falls Park—Eesort attracticas,

| Wright Kramer, Walter Regan, B.
| N.
|

|

Diplomat Sees “Golem.”
Manager E. J. Stutz, of Loew's
| Columbia Theater, was host to the
| Minister of CzechosSlovakia and at-
| tacheg of the legation at one of

| the performances of “The Golem"| collc types, and Miss Josephine Vie-
|at Loew's Columbia during the past [tor and Company will divide honors
Leon Brusilof, of at B. F. Kelth's this week commenc- |

| week. Director
the Columbia Symphony Orchestra,
selected Burton Holmes' travel-ple-
ture of modern Pragus, which was

proved one of the hits of the pro-
gram,

for his help In helping her to gratity
her desire, and Informed him that
with a long season shead she thought
It her duty to rest untll rehearsals
were called for “A Wiss Child™ late
in July.

|
|
|
|

| Baturday night.

'MIDSEPTEMBER STAGE

Vivienne Segal and Ina =
Claire in New Productions '

National Announces Play hy Rida Johnson
Young—Garrick Begins Next
Thursday Night.

P TO last Thursday afternoon, it appeared that the cancellation
U of the proposed Garrick engagement of Eugene O'Neill's “The
Emperor Jones” would leave the local legitimate theater with
but a single major attraction—Vivienne Segal in “A Wise Child® A
sudden shift in bookings, however, brought about the decision to send
into the Garrick for three days, beginning next Thursday, Miss Ina
Claire in her new play, “Bluebeard’'s Eighth Wife,” in which Miss
Claire appears under a new managerial banner for the first time since
David Belasco changed her career from that of a Follies singer to a
dramatic star.

The National will begin its second week of the season tomorrow
night with Charles Dillingham's production of Rida Johnson Young's
new comedy, “A Wise Child,” which has already earmed a generous
share of encomiums from critics who have seen the offering. Miss
Vivienne Segal, the former musical comedy songster, is appearing for
the first time in a dramatic role in this production.

The various vaudeville and burlesque theaters of the city again
announce a striking array of offerings and the photoplay announce-
ments for the week indicate that the screen, for the week at hand,
offers one of the most powerful programs seen here in months., - The
list of attractions at various theaters follows:

:
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NATIONAL. | COSMOS.
A Wise Ch!l::-flﬂ YVivienne | Vaudeville, .
| Saxis Holdsworth, as od by

At the National this week begin- Gypsy Bell and "The ilarsony
ning tomorrow  Charles Dillinghom Hounds™ is the featured a-t of 148
will present a comedy of youth and | Coamos Theater bill this &
mirth eatitled “A Wise Child” by |!s a delirlum of modern mus.c Tt
Rida Johnson Foung, and featuring | tastic, beaotiful rhyther are
Vivienne Segal in the principal role. | rhapsodical. Other big cateres

will be the Durand players
Ruby Ray,” a new comedy;
Walter Le Varr, In equ
Arthur and Leah Bell in vent

quism  with musical firteriudes
Sam Lewis and Ed4 Thornmt -
from burlesque; Austin ar Allve
in songs and quips; the Hal £ Ir
“SBunshins and Bhadows” T cmas

ia “Th»
oLl mall
brtun

“A Wise Child™ tells the story of I*'
girl wvaudeville performer who Is
brought to a life of luxury from the
ceaseless activities of the routine of
a traveling actress. The complios-
tions jof the plot bring reversals of
fortuhe, and the girl rises to the oc-
casion like the thoroughbred she is.
The cast includes Robert McWads, |
Douglas Btevenson, Chales Abbe |
Willdliam Ingersoll, Ethel Wlilson Conquest of Cansan ™ and ¢
edy film “Wild Oata™

Lewin and Dorothy Leeds. The|

| play has been staged under the ex-| ¥
pert supervision of Fred G. Latham mhn
: Vandeville
GARRICE. | At the Btrand this week, begin-
ning today the blll will ba headed
Isa Claire in ;::e-m- Bighth |, those charming expopemts of
e grace and agility, the Chalfenmto

Willlam Harris, jr., will present
Ina Claire in “Biuebeard's Eighth
Wife" for a special engagement of
three nights and one matines, be-
ginning next Thursday evening, at
the Garrick. The play was written |
by Alfred Bavolir, and Chariton An-|
drews made the adaptation. |

Andre Beaunler, one of the sever- |
est of Parislan eritics, wrots In|
L'Echa de Paris; “ Blusbeard's
Elghth Wife' is for me the best play
of the season. What charming
comedy'! It Is delightfully novel and
ingenious; not labored, but alwars
spontanecus. It has a galety which
not only makes you laugh, but also
think and feel. Ita originality ls
involuntary and exquisite. The play
shows extraordinary dramatic im- |
agination and taste There Iz a|
continual imvention of sentiment and
of ideas—and this inventiom turns
to comedy, not merely the ornamen- |
tation of ocomedy, but comedy
itself.”

Sisters and will include Kennedy
and Nelson, eomedy acrobats; Willie
Smith, Iin song sketches; Charles
Lane and Jack Freemaz Ia "“The
Split™; and Will Rawles and Ella
von Kaufman in “A Willing Work-
er.” The photodramatie offering
for the week Is Metro's production
of “The Baphead™ Interpremmd
Willlam H. Crane, co-star-iryg with
the comedian Buster Keat: r rvieg
Cummings, Edward Conn Jark
Livingstone and Odetty T ‘er Be
lected short subjects ar ap al
musical numbers arrange 1
thur J. Manvell, including "
ture Zamecnlk's “Some
Naplea.”

by
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GAYETY.
Jack Singer Ehow,
The Gayety Theater presents this
week the Jack Singer Bhow, the inl-
| tial performance of which ill be
|staged this afternoon. Heading the

POLPS_ |jcast will be Harry Lander and his
o |brother, WiiNle Lander, tramp come-
“The Four Horsemen. |dians. The two scts, “Candles of

It is announced that Ibaner's re- Desire” and “The Evolution
nowned novel, “The Four Horsemen Love™ offer abundant opportumliy
of the Apocalypse,” cinematized into for the cast to display ability. The
& motion picture classic by Rex In- | more prominent members of the
gram, must leave Poll's Theater next | cast are Valeska, prima donm
May Hamilton, Alice Hahn, Mo!

“The Four Horsemen™ cost over & Nelson, Helen La Claire, Ed Davis,
million dollars to producs and more | Sam Bachen and Johnny Bell. HRe-
than & year's work in getting it| viewing the show as a unit or the
ready for presentation. Rex m‘,-.mlmn:!horn individually, this weel =
was the young director of this sen- | Performance may be expected to
sation. The cast includes Alice Terry,  Meet the demands of Gayety patrona
Rudelph Valentino, Joseph Ewickard, | —_—

CAPITOL.

of

Alan Hale, Pommery Cannon, Vir-

| ginia Warwick, Nigal de Bruiller,|

Mabel Van Buran, Wallace Beery. “Hurly Burly.”
| Bull Montana, Edward Connelly,] WIith & wealth of song hit
| “Smoke” Turner, Mlla. Dolores, bright and breezy dialogue ana

|

i

Harry Northrup | superabundance of charming girls,
| Joe Wilton's musical fun feast “Hur-
|1y Burly” will open at the Capitol

Jacques 4" ' uray,
and Stuart Holmes.

KE“’H'S |Theaur today “Timely Prescrip-
. | tions,” & rollicking twe act musi-
Vaudeville. | eal comedy from the pen of Joa

“Chic” Sale, impersonator of bu-|opu .0 "W 1niroduce & large cast.

The chief role will be in the hands
of Joe Wilton, assisted by Charles
Goldie, Charles Marshall Helen
Gould, Doris Seanstt Jimmy Ray-
mond, Irving Karo, Arlone Johnson,

ing tomorrow. Wherever vaude-
ville flourishes *“Chic” Bals s =&
household word. Miss Josephine Vie=

shown as an added featurs, as the|;or jg presenting for the first tlm!;::' gnndcelehrtud Fhuil" Fietcher
subject for a charming and novel | «J,)liet and Romeo™ In four scenes .

synchronized score consisting en-| . fine artistic novelty is Max Teu- —

tirely of Bohemian musle. It|p.s  gpectacls, “Shadowland”™ COLUMBIA.

Charles Lioyd and Earl Christie In “The Affairs of Amatel™ ‘

“Tweo Boys from Virginia™; Willlam Losw's Columbia. begi-niax Oil
Brack and Company Iin feats o':lfl‘fl\ﬁﬂn. will present Cecll M
muscularity. Jed Dooley, “"“|Dolﬂllo'l greatest produc i ~ne

“cameo comic”; the Miller Sisters, In | oy 1y of Anatol” featuriog wn alle
Youth and Versatility”; Herbert's| ... ..ot of twelve screes - Mon
dogs; Aesop’s fables, Topics of the |, ,4ed4 by Wallace Reld Slorle
Day, and the Pathe News complets
the BilL {
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