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%\ F the more than 6,000,000 kunters of the United
I States, many will be bemefited by the recent
tion of authorities in Lowisiana in setting aside the
a'Outre public shooting grounds, a tract of
acres at the mouth of the Mississippi River,
- the spo of moderate means can enjoy
all th ort for wild fowl shooting enjoyed
o e v e oty unt " e
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'HE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

is one of the first States to adopt the broad policy
of protecting its citisens against monopolization of
the desirable hunting grounds by exclusive clubs.

In the Pass-a-l'Outre reservation there is one
lagoon which it is proposed to set aside as a sanctu-
ary where all wild fowl will find refuge from the gun
of the hunter., The shooting grounds are dotted with
duck ponds and make one of the finest duck-hunting
preserves in the United States. It is located on
practically mewly created ground, built up in the last

* few years by the Mississippi with the sediment con-

stactly carried down and deposited where the river
pours into the Gulf of Mexico, Were it for "sale the
property could hardly be bought for much short of
half a million dollars. "

The secason for hunting wild [owl on the new
shooting grounds will extend from November 1 to
January 31 and the law permits each hunter to shoot
twenty-five ducks each day. To prevent overcrowd-
ing, hunters will be required to register, and accom-
modations will be provided for an average of 100
hunters, more than it is pr.obable will be there on
any one day.

“An extension of such public-spirited and pro-
gressive conservation meastures by other States,” said
Dr. E. W. Nelson, chief of the Biological Survey, in
commenting on the action of Louisiapa, “will result
in the retention of water areas in various parts of
the country where our migratory wild fowl may
have feeding grounds and places to breed, and where
the public can continue to exercise the splendid
health-giving sport of wild-fowl hunting during the
open season.” 4

New Navy Accounts System.

ECRETARY OF THE NAVY DENBY secured
S the permission of Comptroller General J. R. Me-
Carl last week for the bareau of supplies and accounts
of the Navy Department to conduct an administrative
examination of a limited number of navy fiscal ificers’
accounts.

It is beMeved that in the long run the procedure
authorized will prove to be one of the best things

_done by the Secretary of the Navy and by Comptroller

General McCarl in the movement toward promoting
economy and efficiency in the mavy. The procedure
autharized will allow the officials of the Navy Depart-
ment to correct errors in accounts submitted by fiscal
officers of the navy before such accounts are forwarded
to the general accounting office for final audit. No
duplication of activity js involved—on the contrary the
general accounting office will be relicved of the neces-
sity of discovering errors susceptible of correction by
tne Navy Department; hence the general accounting
office will be free to devote its attention to matters of
law and other matters not coming within the purview
of the maval authorities.

Some of the specific advantages toward increasing
the efficiency of the government methods will be that
the bureau of supplies and accounts of the navy will
be able to determine within sixty days after the receipt
of accounts in that bureau whether or not appropria-
tions used afloat have been correctly charged with the
corresponding expenditures. If an officer or enlisted
man of the navy personnel has been undercredited he
will be promptly apprised by the naval authorities—this
will mean a great increase in the contentment of navy
personnel. The fiscal officers themselves will be finan-
cially protected and made to feel more secure in their
fiduciary capacity by being informed within sixty days
as to whether or not their accounts are correct.

On the whole, while the accounts coming within
the purview of the Comptroller General's authorization
are at present very limited in number, the navy feels
that a distinct gain to its efficiency and to the efficiency
of the nation has been inaugurated.

Coal Recovery Process.

Preliminary float-and-sink and table-washing
tests bave been recently made in the Bureau of
Hin;s laboratory on samples of washery refuse from
the Wilkeson Coal and Coke Company. Results in-
dicate a possible recovery of 15 per cent to 20 per
cent of coal cm?uinin( 1T per cent to 12 per cent ash,
A full-size commercial table is being installed in the
washery by the company for further tests on the re-
fuse. If the large-scale tests are as encouraging as
the laboratory tests, the company intends to build a
table-washing plant of at least five tables for the re-
treatment of all of its accumulated refuse, which are
conservatively estimated to contain 1,000,000 tons of
material. Froth flotation tests were made on the
middling products from the table tests. Results of
"F“a tokts in.diclle_ a Ifurll;ler_recover)r of § per cent,
containing 11 per ‘cént ash’ up'to' 15 per dent recovery
conlaiminig ‘18 per cent ‘ash, “ Further ' flotation’ fests
‘Wil d1sd be'made oh prodiidts’ from* the ' furgeldtdle
table tests. f
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HAT dusts of various types are intensely harmiul

to mankind, occasioning in some industries terri-

ble explosions that produce great loss of life and prop-
erty, and in other trades standing responsible for a
highly increased death rate from lung diseases, is
emphasized by investigations conducted recently by the
United States Bureau of Mines, The fact that coal
dust has tremendous explosive powers, once scoffed at
by the veteran miner, is now demounstrated frequently
by the bureau in its own coal mine at Experiment, Pay

near Pittsburgh.

Pulverized coal blown to the furnace through com-
pressed air lines is an ideal fuel in certaln industries,
but the bureau points out that clouds of coal dust re-
leased from such pipes are as dangerous as a body of
unconfined natural gas when liberated in close prox-
imity to open flames or red hot metal. A number of
severe explosions have occurred in industrial plants
using powdered coal as fuel and it is necessary that
care be used in the installation and operatidn of such
plants.

Aluminum dust has also been found to be quite
explosive and several disastrous explosions of this dust
have occurred in manufacturing establishments. The
dusts of various grains have been found by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to be responsible for a number of
severe explosions in flour mills and grain elevators,
Hard rubber dust is also declared to be explosible.

The dust of rock containing free silica, found in
some metal mines in the West, settling in the lungs
of the miners, is responsible for a heavy annual death
rate from miners' consumption. The Bureau of Mines
found in an investigation of conditions in the Butte,
Mont., copper mining district that the tubercular death
rate of Butte miners was nearly thirteen times as great
as that of residents of the State of Michigan, Pule
monary disease due to rock dust among the miners
of the Joplin, Mo., lead and zinc district affects prob-
ably as high as 3o per cent of the miners employed in
certain classes of mines. Remedial measures are being
found by the introduction of better ventilation and
through the use of water in drilling and in the ore
piles to prevent formation of a dust cloud in the air.

The Bureau of Mines in an investigation of con-
ditions among approximately ninety plants engaged
in the production of granite at Barre, Vt., found that
the artisans and laborers were to some extent subject
to a peculiar pulmonary disease known as stone cut-
ters’ consumption or granite pneumonasconiosis,
caused by inhalation of particles of granite dust no
more than 1-25000 part of an inch in diameter.

Not all dusts are the enemies of mankind, however.
The bureau is encouraging the use in coal mines of
barriers of certain rock dusts which when jarred by
the explosion of coal dust scatter and act as a screen
for the stoppage of the exploding coal dust. The dust
waste from slate quarries amounting to about 00 per
cent of the entice material mined has been found by
the bureau to be peouliarly adapted to use as a filler
in the making of asphalt road surfaces.

Sells Railway Notes.

The Director General of Railroads last week an-
nounced that he had, with the approval of the Presi-
dent, confirmed the sale, at par plus accrued interest,
of $7,500,000 par value of railroad equipment trust
certificates now held by the government. The pur-
chasers are Messrs. Kuhn, Loeb and Company, bank-
ers, of New York.

The equipment trust certificates bear interest at
6 per cent per annum, and mature serially from 1928
to 1935, inclusive. The securities sold are of, the
following railroad companies:

Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway Com-
pany, $1,500,000; Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad Company, $1,500,000; Norfolk and Western
Railroad Company, $1,500,000; Central Railroad Com-
pany of New Jersey, $1,500,000; Southern Pacific
Company, $1,500,000.

Colors Stones With Radium.
INVESTIGATIONS being conducted at the rare

and precious minerals experiment station of the
United States Burcau of Mines at Reno, Nev. prom-
ise the development of a precess for giving to nat-
urally colorless gems the special tinting demanded
by the jewelry trade and the fancier of precious
stones. The method employed is the exposure of the
stone to the emanations of radium. After several
weeks' exposure to the emanations, yellow Cape
diamonds have been converted to a beautiful light
grass-green shade. Colorless Colorado topazes have
béen given a rich'yellow tinting, - The succesdsful con-
L étgibn “of *the' edptiments® should ‘ghve dmpethd ‘to
'!I‘ltlde('éluﬂlﬁd‘m of ‘depdisitd oF chldkleds® gdm mkterSal
found "in various ‘porfions of the Woest,




