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Japanese Friendship.

SECRETARY DENBY returns from the Far
East with the assurance that Japan is loyal
both to the letter and to the spirit of the

treaties signed at the Washington conference.
Other reputable travelers bring back the same ac¬

counts. On!y on rare occasions does some mis¬
chievous pessimist now insinuate that the Pacific
empire signed those treaties with its thumbs
crossed. The fact seems assured that the Wash¬
ington conference killed the Japanese bogie-man
bey«nd much possibility of immediate resurrec¬
tion. Before the meeting of world powers in
"Washington a coming war with Japan was dis¬
cussed in all quarters of American society, not as

a temote possibility but as a certainty. Now war
with Japan as a subject for American conjecture
has jeen laid under the table. We never hear
the faintest suggestion of its possibility. .

There never was the slightest reason to believe
that Japan was not honest and sincere at Wash¬
ington. She had feared a war with the United
State? as much as the United States had feared
a war with her. She does not want war if it can
be avoided.particularly a war in which her de¬
feat would be an almost foregone conclusion. The
outcome of the Washington conference shows
clearly how unsubstantial were the predictions of
the American public and how the unofficial opinion
o( the United States underrated Japanese intelli¬
gence.

Wars, in these days, are won by the strongest
side. Neither personal nor collective bravery counts
for much so far as eventual, results are concerned.
Military skill counts for even less. Wars are won

by the nation with the greatest reserves of man¬

power, the greatest reserves of gold, the greatest
reserves of iron and coal and oil. Japanese intelli¬
gence was underrated indeed by those who insinu¬
ated that she, who could count at the best only
bravery and military skill, would seek a war with
a nation by whom she was so far outbalanced in
all the essentials for ultimate victory.

We are glad to hear Mr. Denby's account of
actual conditions in Japan. There is no reason

why the two nations cannot continue indefinitely
on the same friendly basis that exists at present.
Only a revival of groundless suspicions on both
sides of the Pacific can bring about the old con¬
ditions again under which both countries seemed
at times ready to jump at each other's throat on

the slighest pretext.
The threat of a great war is removed. The

United States is able to devote herself with undi-
»ided attention to strengthening her industrial
prosperity, to raising the standards of living of
her people. Japan is able to devote undivided at¬
tention to seeking her place in the sun by peaceful
methods

Need of the Truth.

THE trouble with European politics is the uni¬
versal fear of the truth. The statesmen know

what is wrong but they are afraid to admit it.
The case of Germany is typical. One day we read
af imminent starvation in the former enemy coun¬

try. The next day we read that the people are
more prosperous than ever before. Both state¬
ments are true but neither are THE TRUTH.

Says the Christian Science Monitor in a re¬
markably able observation on this condition:

"Germany, according to most observers, is
producing as well as ever. She has practically no

unemployed. She bas no factories destroyed. The
mineral resources which are in her own soil, though
diminished, are not inadequate. She has a fair
trade. Many of her critics indeed complain that
she is too prosperous. If the matter ended there
it would not appear that Germany had much to
worry about. But unfortunately in spite of this
real wealth, the country in a monetary sense is in
iesperate case. The reparations burden has crip¬
pled her credits. The mark is comparatively worth¬
ies*. She may follow Austria. A revolution would
lot be surprising. The contrast between the real
prosperity and the artificial poverty is an amazing
phenomenon.

"Or again, take the case of France. France
.s self-contained. She is growing practical'y all
:he wheat she requires. Her citizens are well
nourished, well clothed, have sufficient money for
pleasures, and possess d considerable reserve in
the banks or in their woolen stockings. And yet
we hear of the impending bankruptcy of France,
and it has indeed become impossible for France to
meet her budgetary expenses. There is something
strange in this association of abundance and banlu-
ruptcy.

"These examples are quoted to show thxt
what is wrong is the holding on to debts and
credits that have become purely imaginary and yet
depress the whole life of European countries. lo-
stantly there would be an extraordinary relief if
statesmen would only tell the truth and dismiss
these disastrous notions of debts and indemnities.
It is the existence of these things which have be¬
come pure figments of the fancy, that prevents
Europe from righting itself. If the countipe»«ould join hands and work together, their ensdit
would come back as if by magic, they would V|ave
.rue peace and undoubted prosperity.

"Why is it that no Frenchman has the cou:pge
*.» that the dream of reparations should) be

dispelled? They are nOw perfectly aware o( the
impoisibftty of transferring great quantities o(
wealth across frontiers, but they will nevertheless
not give up the pretense, and it is precisely such
pretense that i*~ making for bad feeling, discontent,
incipient revolt, and ultimate warfare. No one ap-
pears to be big enough to do the big thing. Every¬
one appears to be afraid of the truth, although
it is the truth which would set Europe free."

A God for the Rick.

A BEAUTIFULLY printed book, entitled "An
Appeal to the World for a Chapel in Every

Home" comes in the mail. It reads as artistically
as it looks.

"Now comes the appeal," it announces, "for a

sanctuary in every home." It is 'a good idea.
Peop'e ought to be more religious. There really
is nothing that can be said against the idea of set¬
ting aside a room in every home as a place of re¬

tirement for prayer.
Except.
It is not quite clear how a family that is

struggling along to rent four rooms and finds them
all inadequate to meet the living needs of the
family can afford to rent another room to serve as
a family chapel. The landlord charges so much for
the meager space that actually is needed by the
average family of today that it "does not yet ap¬
pear" just how the heads of the households can

satisfy both the Lord and the landlord. And the
landlord collects in advance.

Of course there are families that could afford
to set apart a room as a family chapel. To such
as can see their way to do it, it is a beautiful idea,
There is only one drawback to this.

Most of those who have more room than they
actually are using either are wealthy or well-to-do.
For these to set up family chapel while the great
masses of the people are utterly unable to do it,
would be giving too great an advantage to the rich.
Goodness knows they have the edge on most of it
as it is.

But if they were able to do a'l the praying by
reason of having all the family chapels in the coun-

try, what chance would the poor man have with
God? He could get no hearing at all, and the
other side would have all the propaganda, so that
the poor man would be cheated of religion, just
as he is of almost everything else of value in the
world. ' '

No, that chapel in every home will not work.
In the first place, there are too few real homes
left to make it much of an influence. Then, it is
hard enough to support all the churches, all the
group chapels, there are, without multiplying the
burden with private chapels. If things keep going
as they are the time may come when Deity will
not find any place on the earth where He may
abide..Kansas City Kansan.

The Coal Situation.

THERE will be about a two-thirds supply of
anthracite coal for household use this winter,

according to Dr. George Otis Smith, director of
the United States Geological Sufvey.

In other words, the average Washington
householder will not be able to buy enough to
keep his furnace supplied during the co!d months.
This is a matter of cold figures. Dr. Smith's es¬
timate is not likely to be changed by an unlooked-
for spurt in production.

It is time for city people to take account of
stock before the first cold nights arrive. We would
call attention to the fact that the average Wash¬
ington house, during cold or damp weather, is the
most uncomfortable place in the world unless
properly heated.with the possible exception of the
ice igloo of the Eskimo. The winter climate of
Washington is not bad.but it is peculiar. People
suffer more from cold than is the case in more

northerly cities at much lower temperatures than
ever arc reached in Washington.

The answer to the problem afforded by the
shortage of anthracite is to burn coke and bitumin¬
ous coal. Coke, according to the Geological Sur¬
vey, would answer every purpose if it could be
obtained. The supply, however, is not bountiful
and it will be more difficult to obtain a winter's
supply of this substitute than to fill the bins with
anthracite itself. But there will be plenty of soft
coal.

The use of bituminous coal in furnaces, how¬
ever, requires a little specialized knowledge which
few Washingtonians possess. They should study
the question at once, learn just what can be done,
and make up their minds just what to do. It is
senseless to depend upon luck to obtain enough
hard coal. It is senseless to face a soft coal winter
in ignorance of the requirements for its use.

Plenty of bituminous coal can be obtained at
once to last through the first hard months of the
cold season. It is time to fi'l the bins and thus
have a good start in the race against discomfort
and possible suffering which is bound to result in
many instances from the long continued mine
strike.

Whether houses are warm or not this winter
depends in large degree upon the householder him¬
self. He can appreciate now tl.e conditions he will
face. Such measures of preparedness as are pos¬
sible should be taken without delay.

District Street!.

THE District branch of the American Auto¬
mobile Association is aroused over the con¬

dition of the main thoroughfares leading into
Washington froni Maryland.Connecticut, Wiscon¬
sin, Rhode Island and Georgia avenues. These
streets arc characterized as a disgrace for a citythe size of Washington. Nobody who has occa¬
sion to travel by automobile in or out of Wash¬
ington will dispute this statement. Moreover, no¬
body doubts but that the conditions of the main
arteries of auto travel will become worse rather
than better during the coming year. The Bureau
of the Budget, apparently, has blasted every hopeof reasonable improvements by cutting the mod¬
erate estimate presented by the District Commis¬
sioners to a figure upon which it will be impos¬
sible to carry on municipal activities with any de¬
gree of efficiency.

The Herald in New York
i

These Hotels aa4 lVewutaaia (a Wew York CityHarve The Herald cm Sales

HOTELS
Astor Imperial Prince GeorgeBelmont Martinique Ritz-Calston
Biltmore McAlpin Savoy
Breslin Murray Hill Vanderbilt
Commodore Pennsylvania Waldorf

NEWSSTANDS
220 Broadway Pennsylvania Schultz 42d
Woolworth Station St. & 6th A v.
Buildini; Hotaling's, News Boy. 32d

200 Fifth Ave. Times Square St. & 6th Ave.

Touring Europe,
Day byDay
By O. O. Mclntyre.

PARISH Sept. 11..If on* slti for
¦o hoar at a sidewalk caf. table
In the buay section of Parla he
la almost certain to <.* a familiar
face. All the world drlfta by. There
la an aaay familiarity among the
wine, coffee and aperltlff slppers-
As Paris was rushing home for

the evening I sat In front of the
Cafe de la Pafx on the Boulevard
dee Capuclnee and aaw a half-
doaen persons I knew. The man
at the table next to mine was In¬
deed once a fellow worker on an
American newspaper.
Tattered old men were crying the

evening Journals. From acroas the
street came a familiar ehout. A
colored boy waa shouting: "Here
you are American papera." Re
Is from Birmingham and came over
during the war. "This la sho' my
home town." he grinned. "Oln and
fried chicken for almost nothing."
And he smacked his Hps and rolled
hie eyes.
little family partlee occupied ta-

blee and sipped well diluted glasses
of wine. It was the hour when
Paris Is frivolous. Young lovers
hold hands and men clap each other
on the shoulder with typical French
enthusiasm. T
The warmth of the people Is ex¬

pressed. A bronsed. bearded Paris-
Ian with monocle and top hat 11ft-
ed his glass pleasantly to a croup
of Americans. "Vive la America'"
he cried. And the Americans re-
aponded with "Hot dlggedy-dog"
a phrase that haa been popularized
here and amuses the Frenchmen.
From noon until late at night

the sidewalk tables are aeldom emp¬
ty. It Is a shifting. changing
crowd, alwaya good-tempered and
light-hearted. It Is a cross sec¬
tion of Paris that reflects the Amer¬
ican Idea of its buoyancy.the Parla
that wears Its heart on Ita aleeve
One does not see over-indulgence

at the sidewalk tables. If * pa.
tron becomes tipsy, the waiter
merely refuses to serve more to
drink. The tru« Parisian likes to
sit at the sidewalk table, sip his
drink slowly and read hia favor¬
ite newspaper.

During the evening promenade
along the Cramps-£lysees the strik¬
ing contrast between American and
French styles for men Is pro¬
nounced. The French dandy wear*
high-heeled, ahort-vamp ahoes with
gray uppers. His coat has a wasp-
¦Ike (It at the waist and his trou¬
sers are extremely wide with a flare
at the bottom. Gloves are r.ct
for him to wear but to carry in
the same hand that holds hia walk-
ingstlck. His kerchleef. generously
exposed from his coat pocket. Is a
riot of oolor. The wing collar
is always worn in the afternoon.

A popular visiting spot for the
tourist is the tomb of the unknown
soldier under the spreading arch of
the beautiful Arc de Trlomphe.
Eighteen avenues ->n1 boulevards
run Into the elM* a-ir.-oundin^ the
arch. Strollers «w->ep up to tfco
magnificent etllflc? cliv::n,r mr|
chatting. They v.rie suddenly upon
the flow-r-iader l»l«r Tii-sr.j is a
huslv Hats are llf.jvj, j» ar,
nowed, and the cowls tiptoe sofilv
away In a sober mood to be caught
up again by the ga.v swirl.

Paris streets are filled with bl-
C?lr. " one escapes the taxi he
still faces the danger of beina mow¬
ed down by the cyclist. The mes¬
senger boy, midlnette. shop girl and
clerks use them almost exclusively
Even the tandem is still popular heri.
The American negro goes to the best

cafes In Paris to dine. At Clro s
I he -n.-rtest <»r's'.'. couple in ti^
dining room was a light mulatto
and his female cornpnnlon. They
were In correct evening clothes. He
Is a Jaxzb-tnd leader an" Hhe Is
uppearlnir in a ni-s cat revue, if
the CO ored cj ipl-« are Is evening
c -"l.es they «> given ¦> clwko
tali.es as th.- .hilt eevplc*.

Timely Opinions
on World Topics

Steamship Head Haa Optlmlatl*
View of Earopeaa situation.

Sir Ashley Sparks. K. B. E.. gen¬
eral agent and resident director of
the Cunard Line In America, who

has Just returned
from a two and
a half months'
trip through Eu¬
rope. sees a ray of
hope in general
conditions there.

"I have been
very much Im¬
pressed. both In
France and Eng¬
land. with the
progress that has
been made In a
year towards the
re»- establishment
of stable condi¬
tions of life. But

i a very real dan¬
ger overhangs

the world in the threatened col¬
lapse of parts of continental Eu¬
rope, of which the current rates of
exchange are danger signals," he
says.
"There is greatly needed a more

general recognition of the economic
truth that in the matter of both
international debts and reparations
beyond the available gold and
goods that cannot be produced in
the creditor countries, the nation
that pays must prosper and the
nation that is paid must decline.
"Other than this the handicaps

of socialistic finance, the penaliz¬
ing of thrift by taxation and the
encouragement of idleness by doles,
are showing their inevitable result.
This is seen in the failing birth
rate in the middle, th© responsible,
class and a rising one io the class
wholly or partly existing on char¬
ity.

"In spite of these things the
wholesome vitality of the English
people is seen in an insistent ef¬
fort to check extravagance, and a

^definite, If slow, revival in trade."

Two Awarded Final
Citizenship Papers

Chief Yeom in John Edward Keane.
V. S N.. & native of Ireland, was
granted final cUlx.*iship papers yes¬
terday by Justice Stafford in the
United States District Court. Keane.
who has been in the navy since 1906.
recently returned from a long cruise.
The court also granted final papers

to Miss Henrlette Touroille, French,
who has been in this country since
1908 and Is'a teacher at Swarthmore
College in Pettnsylvanl*
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THE FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE
ANSWEB8 TO TOUR QUE8TION8

This iipTfwwr I* conducted by The Hemld m .s«ssr fmUm ./ ua rssdsrs. AM
1 ta (U«« oelwwns. ilimi letters to the mend ./ the fiipk

claims), and especially gi to what became of the
Arm above-mentioned, who were their successors.-%nd If their lllei are still In existence.

^ ^
Top do not uy which deprfnment of the gov¬

ernment your claim came under. If court pro¬ceeding* were carried on. records may be found
."her In the Supreme Court, or the courts Inwhich the caae or claim was placed or suit en¬
tered. The Department of State can no doubt
*ly.e you some information as to whether the
claim is valid. If you can give us more of the
detail pertaining to the claim we could no doubt

the records. If there afe any In existence.
All that we can find concerning the Arm asfced
about is that they occupied 4M Seventh street
northwest, some fifty years ago.

CADBT APPOIlfTMKKTS.
To the Prised of Tta# People:

Will you please tell me how cadets are se¬
lected for West Piint and Annapolis, also do
any ptivate schools or college five a scholar¬
ship to either. #

C. H. T.

No, scholarships are not accepted at West
Point or Annapolis. However, a complete cer¬
tificate from designated schools, showing all
credits required for entrance Into either of the
nation's academies, may enalle the candidate to
avoid the mental examination, but the physical
examination must be taken. Candidates are ap-
po'^ted by Senators, members of Congress. Sec¬
tary of War and the governor-general of the
Philippines. Senators may appoint two candi-
Sates to West Point and five to Annapolis. Each
member of Congress Is allowed two appointments

» to the Military Academy, and each delegate or

member of Congress may appoint five to the
Naval Academy.

COLLECTING OF DEBT.
r,o the Friend of the People:

Can you Inform me of the best method of
collecting a debt of less than >2«?

D. E. F.
The amount Is too small to bring suit, but If

he Is an employe of the government or some re¬

liable firm you may be able to /have them hold
the amount out of his pay. If the $20 was due
for purchase of goods you can seise the goods
with police protection, that 1/ if you can prove
nonpkyment. ^

OLD WAR CLAIMS.
To the Friend of the People:

We have In our possession a letter dated
Washington. D. C.. October 27. 185i. from a firm
by the name of Birchett and Downing, office at
490 8eventh street stating their business,as claim
agents before the departments of the govern¬
ment. and desiring to represent my grandfather
in the matter of a claim arising out of the Revo¬
lutionary war in which he and other heirs of the
officer Fho served in the revolution were inter¬
ested. Ht will be very much appreciated If you
can tell us where we may go to find a record of
claims filed about that time (Revolutionary war

TO COPYRIGHT A ROOK.
To the Frtesd of the People:

What procedure must *a author take in order
Co. have his or her story copyrighted after the
editor of a magazine hag accepted and paid Tor
the story? Or has the author any right to have
hla or her story copyrighted after the purchase?

L. C. F.
According to the copyright office of the

Library of Congress, a book automatically be¬
comes copyrighted when the distributor labels
it "Copyright 1922" and forwards tw0 copies of
the book or magazine to the register's office,copyright division, Library of Congress.

ORIGIN OF GILLYFLOWER.
To the Frleod of the People:

What is the meaning of the word gillyflower?If possible give origin and history. F. C.
Gillyflower is a popular name applied to va¬

rious flowers, but principally to the clove. The
word Is sometimes written gillyflower or gillo-flower. and is reputedly a corruption of Jjly-flower, "so-called from the month they bloom in."
Phillips, in his "Flora Historica," remarks that
Turner "calls < gelouer. to which 1|? adds the
word stock, as we would say gelouers that grow
on a stem or stock, to distinguish them from the
clove-gelouers and the wall-^el^f'.s."

The other principal plants thai bear the name
are the wallflower, called wall-gillyflower In old
books: the dame's violet, called variouslv the
queen's, the rogue's, and the winter gUly-flower;
the ragged robin, called the marsh gilly-flower;
the water violet, called water-gillyflower, and
the thrift, called sea gillyflower. As a separate
designation it has in modern times been chiefly
applied to the Math tola or stock, but it is use^
very little now.

Mesopotamia Free of Alien
Rule After 2,500 Years

Kingdom of Irak Faces Prospect of Develop¬
ing Into Most Stable Government

Of the Middle East.

After 2.500 years of subjection
to foreign masters, Assyrian,
Persian. Greek. Roman. Parthian.
Turk and others. Mesopotamia is
once more free.
The world thrilled when Poland

regained her independence after

being under alien rule only a little
more than 100 years but Mesopo-

The Spotlight
In Washington
By The Stroller.

.From My Home-Brewed Diary.
*T*0 a screen play where I did see* Valentino have a set-to with the
bulls and two women. A panorama
of Spanish life did pass before me
with the pulsing music of the tore¬
ador. V. is graceful and of the kind
women go mad about whether thethirty centuries or more this part of man can meet the rent bill every

the country has yielded s delicious, nionth or not. Lila Lee and the
nutritious fruit that has become ^aldi lady should have been star-

, ring in 'Why Men Leave Home."known in almost every part of theme sat two bralnl.8
globe and that now every year is as wenches, good to look at but no
eagerly awaited in the United States brain look in their eyes. One had
and In Europe >, In Bagdad Itself r?ad * upon wh'c»l

t play was based and she kept herThis is the date, first and most companion informed In advance of!
successfully grown in Mesopotamia what was going to happen. She also
and now one of the world s staple J"pt .e *nd * doxen others in-
crops because of the widespread de- a* to th* proceedings.
mand for it. its value as a food and Now, Ju*t ^alt. his wife will
the fact that it can be kept indefl- "nd them there, sputtered the in -

nttely without deterioration Prac_ formation bureau. "There now

tically the entire life of Southern w*tch. he will throw that bull, don't
Mesopotamia revolves about the -v®u worry." was another bit of

^.advance information. And

| tamia since the year 539. before
the birth of Christ, hsd never

known what it is to lead an In-
dependent existence.

In that year Cyrus. King of the
Persians, captured Babylon, and ...

from that day until the close of dal« A large part of the population
, «1

, . u-j works in the date gardens or in the ea,» *hat was not In the bookthe world war the historic land parklflJf nations where the golden ataU and 1 th,nk " a shame the
dates, the finest dates of Mesopo- wa>" they do these things..' And this
tam:a.which means of the whole jw<nl °» **hlle one of the most re-
world.are prepared for shipment; .*arkab,e Pictures ever filmed was
to this country. belDK: fun otf. Why do much people
Dates form one of the staple foods' act **ay, said I to myself,

of the people; in fact, many Arabs;eat little else for months at a time! D,d read w,th eagerness the
and remain in a state of perfect r'p ,etter from Odd Mclntyre. mynaiirkKni. mm «* ¦ 1 1 i . .

between the Tigris and Euphrates
was und«»r the control of foreign¬
ers. Th4s is the more surprising
In view of the fact that Meso-
potamla. according to many au-

thorities. was in reality the scene

of the birth of civilization; its
culture is older even than that of

Egypt or of China, and, appropri¬
ately enough, it contains the tradi-
tional site of the Garden of Eden.
Knsland Hold* League Mandate.

in a "ion ui jjci , ,

health. Poorer qualities of dates ne,*hbor- Particularly that part
are fed to horses and dogs and even where wine was had with the din-'
to camels and dromedaries. Dates n,fr' ***. same eagerness I read
are Southern Mesopotamia's chief the reports of he Maine election and
source of wealth, and the magnifi-, acovVfd that it meant something
cent date gardens along the Shat- °r nothing as you wished; it all

... el-Arab (River of the Arab) some d*P*nd,nS where you sit around theAt last, however Mesopotamia is of wh|ch have remalned ,'n lhe political cock pit. The day was onefree. Henceforth It will be known
5amp fBm.y for hundreda of ears of warmth around wedding bell timeIrak. Its nrst|tak(i fhe pUce of gtockg^ or -high noon, but l. the p m idealas the Kingdom of

ruler Is Prince or Emir Feisal. son
of the King of the Hedjaz. that
same Prince Feisal who in his
gorgeous robes made such a pic¬
turesque figure at the Peace Con¬
ference in Paris. His authority is

wealth in other countries.
Mercury Rh'a te 190 Degree*.
The date, however, means health

as well as wealth to Mesopotamia.
Physicians who have studied the na-limited. to be sure, not only by a.tlves of Mesopotamia attribute tonational legislative body, but also

by the British protectorate, which
still exists over the country in the
form of ay mandate under the
league of nations.

it the splendid physical condition
of the people and their endurance,
endurance which permits them to
perform hard labor in a climate
where the temperature often risesCertain formalities connected to 13o degrees in the shade The
date is not only rich in carbohy¬
drates, but it also contains an espe¬
cially fine quality of food iron and
a considerable proportion of lime
and other salts.
Just as the Southern States de-

with this mandate have not yet
been fulfilled, but it seems certain
that It will be recognized in spite
of the jealousies which exist in
certain quarters against having
British influence predominate in a

country that is expected to be one pend In large part upon their cot-of the greatest oil producing re¬
gions of the world. The mandate,
however, is a so-called "A" man¬
date and is not Intended to last
indefinitely, but merely until Meso¬
potamia has proved its willingness
and ability to govern itself.

In the opinion of its friends it is

ton crop and as many of the West¬
ern commonwealths are supported
in the same way by wheat, so
dates are not only the staff of life
In Mesopotamia, hut also the Index
of prosperity in the southern por¬
tion of the country. Indications
are that the coming year will be a

UVI U

U"'
South

certain to be able to do this, though prosperous one. for harvesting ofthe beginning of its^ career ^this the date crop has begun under un¬
usually favorable conditions, and It
is predicted that the crop will be

4 only large, but of excellent
»ty.
has been argued that the

hern States should diversity
their crops and not depend upon
cotton alone, but the same argument
cannot be applied to Mesopotamia,
for iarge parts of the country are
suitable only for growing dates.
Dates demand a very hot climate,
together with plenty of water at
the roots of the tree.art old Arab
proverb has it that the date palm
must have "its head in fire, its roots
in water." The water in this case
is supplied from the many irriga¬
tion canals which branch off from
the Shat-el-Arab and are hundreds
of years old.

Known «> Land of Dates.
So thoroughly has the date be¬

come part of Mesopotamia that
this country is often called the
Land of the Date. Indeed. Arabs
say that the original Tree of Life
which stood in the Garden of Eden
was a date palm and Ihey show
travelers a venerable date tree as
the actual Tree of Life. For It
was in the heart of the date coun¬
try. where the Tigris and the Eu¬
phrates rivers unite to form the
Shat-el-Arab, that the Garden of
Eden Is supposed to have been sit¬
uated.
Whatever, the connection, how

ever, of the date palm with the
bygone glories of Mesopotamia, it
becomes more and more certain
that the commercial present and
futur« of that country are linked
to the health-giving date that has
not been affected by the passage
of time c.nd that has given to Per¬
sian and Turk and Arab and Gaeek
and Roman, to European and Aus¬
tralian and American the benefit
of Its nourishing, delicious meat.
What cotton Is to Mississippi,
wheat to North Dakota, coffee to
Brazil, sugar to Cuba, beef to the
Argentine, mutton to Australia, the
date is to Mesopotamia.

old-young country must, like most
new nations, face certain discourag¬
ing facts. For centuries its people
have had no share whatsoever in
their own government and their
political natures are yet to be
awakened.

Population of 2,800.000.
There are hostile neighbors who

mean Mesopotamia little good; the
Turks In Anatolia have not forgot¬
ten tnat a few years ago the Tigris
and Euphrates flowe through Turk¬
ish territory, while farther north
Soviet Russia looks longingly at
the Mesopotamian oil fields. Also.
!the population of Mesopotamia Is
by no means homogeneous. It is
^estimated that there are about
12,800,000 persons there, of whom
L 500.000 are Arabs The rest are
Persians. Kurds Indians, Turks and
Europeans. But even the Arabs
jare by no means united. Though
.they are nearly all Mohammedans,
they are divided -into various sects
which are bitterly opposed to each
other.

However, in spite of these diffi¬
culties and the fact that for so long
it was under foreign rule, a genuine
spirit of independence and nation¬
ality is being developed in Mesopo¬
tamia and King Feisal is receiving
strong popular support. Efforts are

being made.successfully, accord¬
ing to most accounts.to unite the
various peoples of that land, and it
is predicted that before long tne
Kingdom of Irak will be regarded
as the most stable government of
the Middle East.

It Is surprising in a way. that in¬
terest seems centered right now
upon the product of Northern Meso¬
potamia. oil. while the great prod¬
uct of the southern part of the coun¬
try is neglected by the press. The oil
fields of Mesopotamia may prove as
rich as those of Texas, but It 1^ a.~o
possible that their production may
be short lived, while there is no
doubt at all about the stability and
worth of the roduct of Southern
Mesopotamia. Year after year for

for golf as was demonstrated to me
sadly by Col Coburn. Mons. Farrelljand Mons. Relt. they all being veryright. It was one of these rare
days when I was off my game.
Then, too, Coburn and Farrell. be-1ing of the army were very armylsh
one might say. They did talk of
football as It was played at army!
camps and discustt prospects of the
army and navy for the coming sea¬
son. All thia had nothing to do
with the game at hand but I did
keep bravely on finishing all even
at the last hole for which I take
great credit.

In addition to valuable Informa-!
tion you sometimes find startling
truths on the real estate pages as
per the following glimpsed in a real
estate adv.:

We will show you homes in Vir¬
ginia that cannot be duplicated in
other situations for one-fourth less
money."

One Add Strssffra.
The "Strangers" are getting bet-

ter known every day! Now comes
Orrick Biondi, the garage man. who
claims to know the strangest of
all the strangers, to wit:

A strange, strange man
Is Juiius Dent;
He never says

Please cut my renL
Julius must be a strange person¬

age. but Dave, the starter at the
Ea*t Potomac golf course, runs Bi¬
ondi a close second in nominating
a "stranger" for this col. To quote
Dave:

A strange strange man
Is Marvin Trout;

He says to me:
"I'm not next out."

Knowing midiron maulers and
.mashie manipulators as I do, I come
to the place where 1 must doubt
Dave's word. This Is a painful'
thing to say about a friend, but if
such a man as Marvin Trout Uvea
the millennium must be at hand. 1
am afraid. Dave, you must spend
more time under that big umbrella
at the starting point, for the sun's
rays at *hlgh noon are very trying
on one.

S*wu Note* Far mmd Wide.
According to Gus. the genial boni-

face, the good old days are back
again in the restaurant business.
Kaiser Bill's memoirs are selling

for 15 cents (real money) In Ger¬
many. That Is to ssy. you wheel In
a truckload of marks and take away
the memoirs. The waiting line
forms on the right
Senator Harris places the follow¬

ing In the Cong. Rec.. so that all
.vho run may read:

The Americus Times-Record
has just received a most inter¬
esting communication from Fred
B. Arthur, in which he reveals
an example of what the farm*
ers are up against. He nays:

"Recently I shipped one car
of melons from my farm to Bos-

What Herald
Readers Think

Urgm Development of Aif
Service for Defease at

Natioa.
** «. «««r. TW W*stl*gt«s HnU
On, of your raportm who ttuMM

lb- meeting of Stuart Wsloott PMC
American Legion. rtqiMsted the writer
to givs him farthar Information re¬
tarding hU motion to instruct del*,
rites to the deportment convention
to support Oon. Mitchell's prairta ft r
the de'ena* of our country
The public la under the Impression

Ihht the Amu Conference affects the
sir service. and that It la up t* tha
limit laid down by the deiesauv of
thla conference, whereaa. nomine of
ihi kind transpired limitation* were
l»aoed upon the naval establishment,
and the army la general. but. the air
.ervloes of tha varioua nationa do not
eoma under the aoope of limitation In
any manner srhatsoevar. It ta tha
one free fighting Institution left far
all eountrlea to develop.
Puropean countries are using rateffort to develop thla important arm

ot their service. Everyone realises
that by tha time anothar war la daa, .*

i*nd and aaa method, of fighting will
ha largely obsolete
By looking over the training pro-'

Tam of the Japanaae government,^
and the appropriation, made for their
neweat lighting arm, alao at tha prog-
raa. made by JBngland. Germany
France and Italy. H will ha aeen that'1*
development la going on at a faat rata.
Moat important of all to the develop¬

ment of "reserve" flying foroaa. Una-
land. Prance. Germany have not
overlooked thla They have excellent
commercial Hying foroaa operated by
raaerve officers, consequently they are
able to keep a large'force of men un-"
der training all the time In moat In-'
itance. these civilian air aorvicae are
supported by the government.

In the time of war thay will have
trained flying personnel available be¬
sides engineers, mechanics, and an atr
craft Industry.

All the things being don* by foreign
nationa. are the vary things which
we are not doing When, can wa" Jhoaat of any organised effort to put
across a commercial air service True
one company 1* operating.but on

*

their own raaourcea. which at the beat
can be but limited. We have at tha
preaent time about 4M flying officers
in the aervlce on active duty fit to fly.
We have a training camp lor reaen .

flying officer*. We go to the trouble
encouraging men to become air serv¬
ice cadet*, than proceed to train them
for the better part of a year Promptlyafter they have been graduated, they
are commissioned In the reserve corp.
and discharged. After going through
all of this hard work, atudy and the
hazard* In learning to fly. they find
themaelvea in the position of having
a worthless education on their hand..
They can use It If thay want to enli*t
In the rank*, hut an enlisted statu*
offer* no Inducement* That I* tha
folly of our system. Let a man be out
of the air three months, ana he l*
worthless a* a flier He mu*t be trained
quate appropriations

These men can be utilised If the
government was to support a com¬
mercial air aervlce program with ade¬
quate appropriation*.
We have t.000 miles of coast, with

not sufficient personnel and organiza¬
tions available for the Atlantic coast.
It to easy to understand that you can
not produce an air service In a few
months. No nation has a chance in
the air unless they are equal in \strength, and they being equal in
strength would not prevent them from
being driven out of the air If the op¬
posing nation has plane* that ara
faster.

These are the facts that the people
do not know. It Is the reason why the
delegates of Stuvrt Wa cou Post aia
teing charged to .uri -I the air serv¬
ice program for a na'iouil Cetrnse

H. J. ODENTHAU

Believes Only Beauty of Soul
Counts in Women.

To tb. Editor. The Washtnrton Herald:
In connection with Washing¬

ton"* recent beauty contest, which
ha. terminated favorably to a

young lady of shorn at leaat all or
your readers ara aware. It la in¬
deed Interesting to have noted the
many asplranta for the honors
which have and are to be bestowed
upon the lucky young lady In ques¬
tion. and the aelf-confidence, a* to
their own Individual personal
charms, manifested by the remain¬
ing "would-be'a."

With no undue reflection upon
the character of the winner of thia
contest nor to the rest of the con¬
testants. there Is. to my mind, only
one kind of beauty in exlatence and
that is beauty of the aoul. Physical
beauty is the gift of God and can¬
not be acquired, so why credit a
erscn with something for which
he is not responsible.

JOHN MILTON.

Observations on La Follette'a
Victory.

To th* Editor. TW Waah In*to. Herald:
Doubtless ths administration hit

noticed the result of the primary
in Wisconsin when the Republi¬
cans in that State gave Senator La
Follette the most emphatic vlcory
Follette the most emphatic victory
regular or administration candi¬
date by S to I. Senator La Fol¬
lette has constantly opposed tha
big business policies of this ad*
ministration and vehemently de¬
nounced the revenue and tariff
bills, which have been jammed
throueh. to fill the pockets of the
contributors to the Republican
campaign fund. The only trouble
with La Follette is that, while call-
in* himself s Republican, he is
nothing but a Bryan Democrat If
the handwriting on the wall,
printed in large letters, shows any¬
thing it Is that the Republics*
party will be put out of existence <

next November and in 1»24 An¬
other thing this election showsU
confirming the result of lt20. :«
that the people will have none of
Wilson or his league of nations.
The next nominee of the iVmo-
cratlc party will be Bryan He is
bigger than the so-called Demo¬
cratic party. In 1*24 the writeB
looks to see La Follette snd his
Wisconsin henchmen vote fog
Rrra*. j. &

ton, Mass. Have just received
returns from the sale and de¬
livery of this car of melons, and
it shows that they brought
tl8t.ll. and the freight on this
car wss tlSt.tO. leaving s deficit
of tt cents, not ssylng anything
of the loading charges, commis¬
sions. ate.
"Now. it took me six months

to grow these melons, wtth fer¬
tilisers and tedious work, snd it
took ths railroads thirty-six
hours to csrry them to Boston.

"Stop, look, and listen."
Maybe you will hear the warning*

whistle along about election time in
November. Aay**>. don*t forget to
read the Cong. Rec.. as we- have
repeatedly informed our constitu¬
ents. There and this col. are where
you get hard, cold facts
.Twelve .>lsrk. tAatbartty Lit.

Digest.


