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NEW PLAYS APPEARING ON THE OCTOBER STAGE AND SCREEN

PHISCIILA DEAN
XZAITO

A Few Thoughts
On Love-Making
In the Playhouse

And the 2.75% Romantic Libations
Nightly Brewed Before the

Footlights.
By EARLE DORSEY.

UNDER ordinary circumstances It la cus¬

tomary to inspect, review and then
blissfully forget the type of stage writ¬
ing that one encounters In plM(s llk«

Paul WUstach's "Her .iappiness,M whlcli de¬
parted from the Garrlck last night. On the Other
hand It happens occasionally that such a play
will exhibit samples of bad workmanship so

classic that It holds all the fascination of a

hang-nail.
Without going Into his manifold shortcom¬

ings In general I have been unable since last
Monday night to forget the singular despair
with which Mr. Wllstach approached ths problem
of Indicating the love that was presumed to
exist between the hero and the heroine In "Her
Happiness." There were at least three other
problems that Mr. Wllstach approached with
equal despair and Ineptitude, but the love scene
is so similar, in its weaknesses, its lack of basis
and its general fortuitous aspect to so many
love scenes encountered on the stage that one
is unwilling to dismiss it with raeri first-night
consideration.

Judging from the examples that pass under
the mlscroscope In this vicinage from month to
month not one playwright in ten seems to hav4
the slightest Idea of the elements and Ingre¬
dients. not to mention the mixing formula, that
go into the concoction of a first-rate romantic
episode. The usual practice consists of bring¬
ing the hero and hero'ne down-stage. Inducing
a hush among the help back-stage and per¬
mitting the hero to draw the young woman to
him and murmur the fact that he loves her.

In nine cases out of ten the playwright
relies, almost wholly, upon the hair-trigger sen¬

sitiveness to the romantic emotion of the aver¬
age audience, which, being composed, for the
most part, of those who demand the erotic
motive with their morning coffee, reacts In¬
stantly to the most ludicrous and ineffectual
presentments of this stupendously dramatic
theme.

Jn short, Wllstach brought to his love
scene the same overwhelming deficiency that
damns so many not-half ^>ad ideas before the
footlights.a deficiency rooted and grounded In
the playwright's personal ignorance of and un-

familiarity with what may be termed the
mathematics of literature.

. . . . .

BY mathematics I mean the simple or com¬
plex arrangement and combination of
psychologic or dramatic elements with
the id»-a of bringing about a definite and

fixed result by means of the spoken word. That
language lends itself to anything so unerring
and exact as this Is a matter /hat never seems
to enter the heads of most of the gentlemen,
young and old. who fill our stages with their
brain-children.

It was not a matter, however, that escaped
the ken of Jack London, the novelist, though
I^ondon did mighty little, if any, writing for the
stage. On second thought it might be a highly
desirable thing if some way could be found to
make the great majority of American playwrights
turn to the twenty-second chapter of London's
book. "Martin Eden," and observe. In this text
book for immature writers, the manner In which
London mixes one of the most dynamic love
cocktails ever put into English.

In this story, London.writing evidently
about himself.tells the story of a sailor, pro¬
digious in body, prodigious in Ignorance, but
absolutely vaulting in ambition, who falls In
love with a girl many social levels above him
and to attain her level, deliberately sets himself
to the task of self-education and a literary
career.

Having preserved the most platonic physical
aloofness between the man and the woman up
to the middle of the story, London puts them
both on a hill-side with the sea at their feet
and demonstrates, as though in a clinic, his
previously expressed desire not to copy the lit¬
erary effects of better writers, but to root out,
unearth and analyse the underlying principle,
the component elements and their relationships,
of "effects" in the use of language.

I regret deeply that for the sake of Mr.
Wllstach and his brethren-ln-despalr, as well as

for those who bring an almost childish naivette
to the theater, that there is not room here to
reprint this cyclonic three paragraphs from
"Martin Eden".three paragraphs of sheer drama
that lifts one up by the bootstraps, so to speak.

However, ferret out a copy of "Martin
Eden".mine cost 60 cents at an uptown book¬
store.and marvel, as you will, at the singular,
almost uncanny force, the sweeping, devastating
emotional whirlwinds that can be evoked In 200
words by a man who .was artist enough and
genius enough to go the infinite pains of
seeking out the formula of which all good love
stories are mixed.
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Norma Talmadge Mingles
Intellect With Beauty

Noted Screen Star Early Learned That Looks
Alone Would Never Take One to

Screen Success.
When a famous artist wag asked-

how he always managed to get
such beautiful colors on his canvas,

he replied: "I mix my paints with

bra!ns.M
Which seems to be what Norma

Talmadge does. Even more than
any other of the motion picture
stars, she mixos her beauty and
personality with brains, and there¬
by achieves an unapproachable
combination.

It was early li\ her career.the
mid-teens, to be exact.when Nor¬
ma made the discovery that usually
arrives In the late summertime of
life Instead of with the first cro¬

cuses of spring. She was with VI-
tagraph in Brooklyn and sometimes
had a great deal of time for wan¬

dering about and watch!ng other
members of the company work.
That Is how she came to overhear
the conversation between one of
the leading women and her direc¬
tor.
"Of course you are getting no¬

where," he told the young woman.
"Why? Because you are trying to
get by on your pretty face, instead
of using beauty as a ve'l through
which your real personality shines.
A.nd unless you can get It Into your
head that beauty is more than skin
deep, young lady, the weekly salary
check Isn't going to get any big¬
ger."
Now when Norma couldn't under¬

stand a set of interesting sounding
words, she did the next best thing
.she wrote them down to show
"Peg." the chum-mother of the
three Tnlmadge girls.
Sometimes Mrs. Talmadge found

the lnterest'ng sounding words

OUIDA, THE AUTHOR,
DIED BEFORE FAME
HAD REACHED HER

It is one of the real tragerles of
the world that Louise de La Ramee,
the author whom the world knows
as "Ouida," died In obscurity and
virtual poverty Just a few years be¬
fore the merit of "Under Two
Flags." her famous story, was recog¬
nized. Following Its fame as a
work of fiction it was produced on
the legitimate stage with that noted
American actress. Miss Blanche
Bates, In the role of Cigarette.
Many other prominent actresses fol¬
lowed her in the part on the road
and later it was played by hundreds
of stock companies.
Early this year, when Universal

purchased the moving picture rights
to "Under Two Flags," the question
of who was to play the part of Cig¬
arette was easily answered. Univer¬
sal boasts a screen actress with
the fire and impetuosity necessary
to play the role to best advantage.
Priscilla Dean not only was logical,
but a happy choice, as anyone who
sees he work In the feature, which
opens a weeks engagement ai
Moore's Rialto Theater today, will
admit.
No expense was spared In the

preparation of this super-feature.
Some of the most notable players of
screendom were engaged to support

mere meaning-less phrases and did
not bother with explanations. But
this time she save close scrutiny
to the director's caution and went
around looking 'thoughtful. When
she reached her conclusion she
called Norma to her. "I can tell
you what the director meant,
daughter, but It would be useless,
because what he was telling the
leading woman to do Is too difficult
for any girl to attempt." A remark
well calculated to try the mettle of
aay spirited girl

"Goshamally!" said Norma, which
closed the conversation for the
time being, but not finally, for the
lesson that Norma learned that day
reaches Its flower In "The Eternal
Flame," her new picture at Cran-
dall's Metropolitan today.

SIDELIGHTS I
Lillian McNeil. dainty little

comedienne, with the "Rltz Girls
of 19 and 22." which comes to the
Belasco for a week's engagement,
has discovered a novel plan by
which one Is able to tell unerringly
the success of failure of a play.
"Ona can always discover," she

says, "the success or failure of a

play by observing the actors as they
approach the stage entrance.* If the
play la a failure, you will And that
fact unmistakably decipted In the
faces of the players. They will ap¬
pear cheerless, depressed and crest,
fallen; on the otner hand, if It is
a success, you will discover that
each countenance Is Jocund, blithe
and gay.
"Not only do I discover the value

of the play.- but the good or 111
fortunes of the actor, for I am able
to know in a few minutes how well
each actor has been suited with the
role he has undertaken, and as to
the bulk of his Saturday night
envelope. Hia countenance reveals
the one, his clothes the other."

Pianists in Concert.
Josef Lhevlnne will be one of the

artists In the Master Pianists' series
to be presented on six Thursday
evenings at the Masonic Auditorium
under the management of T. Arthur
Smith, Inc. This course will in¬
clude Alfred Cortot, Ossip Uabrll-
owltsch, Ethel Leginska, Olga Sam-
aroff. and Arthur Shattuck. The
dates arranged for this series are:
November 9, December 7, January 4,
January IS, February 16 and
March 1.

Ukrainian Chorus.
The Ukrainian National Chorus,

which will be heard at two concerts
at the New President Theater (for¬
merly the Cepitol) at 4:30 p. m. Oc¬
tober 19 and 23, will introduce some¬
thing new in art to music-loving
Washlngtonlans as epoch making
as the Ballet Russe. The chorus
uses the human voice with the
beauty and finish of a string quar¬
tet.with the interweaving of parts
and balance In harmony of an or¬
chestra.

THE PRESIDENT IS
LATEST NAME FOR
AVENUE THEATER

Arthur Leslie Smith, In assocla-
tion with Henry Duffy, will chc*nge
the name of the former Capitol The¬
ater, at Pennsylvania avenue and
Eleventh street, to The President,
prior to the opening of the dramatic
repertoire season they will Inaugu¬
rate there next Sunday night.
The President will open with a

presentation of Samuel Shlpman's
Broadway success. "East Is West,"
enacted by a resident company,
which Is already forming and which
will Include Eleanor Woodruff.
Henry Duffy, Gene Shelby. Harold
Salter, Graham Valsey, Cecil Owen
and others to be announced later.
An Interesting sidelight on the

movement to convert The President
to legitimate uses Is seen In the
fact that two concert managers
have made arrangements to utilize
the theater for afternoon concerts.
Mrs. Wilson-Greene will present
two performances of the Ukrainian
Chorus at The President about the
middle of October, while T. Arthur
Smith has obtained the theater lor
concerts of the New York Symphony
Orchestra. Mme. Schumann-Helnk.
and for two operatic performances
of "Pagliaccl."

)N THE WEEK'S NEV
Director Gannon, of the Palace

Symphony Orchestra, has arranged
a charming orchestral novelty In
connection with showings at Loew's
Palace this week of "The Valley of
Silent Men." The overture Is an-
titled "The Return of the Old Time
Walt*," and it consists of a group
of famous songs of a generation a^o
that everyone knows and loves.

N. Mirskey, conductor of the sym¬
phony orchestra of thirty solo nr-
tists at Crandall's Metropolitan
Theater, has selected Massenet's
"Manon" as the source of his con¬
cert overture for the current we»k.
The Metropolitan Symphony will
contribute a mosaic of gems from
this delightful work as Its embroid¬
ery of the most artistic bill ever of¬
fered the picture-loving public of
the Capita!.

One of the most ambitious roles
ever enacted by Robert Warwick,
long before he went into the mov¬
ies. was that of the husband In the
dramatization of Tolstoi's "Anna*
Karenina," in which Virginia Har-
ned layed the title role. He Is now
supporting Grace George in "To
Love* at the Garrick tomorrow
night.

Current Amusements
At a Glance.

GARRICK.Grace George In
.To Love."

B. F. KEITH'S.Vaudeville.
BELASCO.Vaudeville.
COSMOS..Vaudeville and pic¬
tures.
STRAND.Vaudeville and pic¬

tures.
GAYETY.Joe Marks' "Youth¬

ful Koine.."
METROPOLITAN.Norma Tal-

mndfte in "The Eternal Flame."
RIALTO.Prl.ellla Dean In

"Under Two Flngn."
PALACE."The Valley of Silent

Men*9 with Prlscllla Dean.
COLUMBIA.Cecil B. DeMtile's

"Manslaughter.*
CRANDALL'S . "Man's Law

and God'a."

Bear Hunt With Camera
Finds Bruin Cinema-Shy

Frank Borzage Wanted Realism and Got It.
But Photographers Melted Into

the Distance.
A bear hunt and a subsequent^

scramble of cameramen was an un¬
expected event during the filming!
for Paramount of the new Cosmo¬
politan picture, "The Valley of
Silent Men," featuring Alma Rubins,
which took place recently In the
wilds of the Canadian Rockies,
where the company was "shooting"
the exterior scenes.
Hours of searching: brought the

men to a lair on the side of a steep
mountain near Field, B. C. Ac¬
cording to the game laws of Canada
it Is permissible to shoot a bear,
but only with a camera. The smoke
quickly Induced the bear to lea^e
her hole. But when she did leave,
It was upon the heels of the camera¬
men. And to their consternation, a

couple of cubs followed. Prop boys

V OFFERINGS
Patrlcola, from Palermo, Italy.

who comes to Keith's this week,
possesses two striking talents.
singing and cooking, which, of
course, come naturally to an Italian
girl. If she Isn't on the stage, she's
in the kitchen. Her fondness for
scales, harmonies and pretty melo¬
dies is hardly exceeded by her love
of pots and pans. Her cooking
capers and her coloratura soprano
are both a part of her Italian
heritage.
"Which do I prefer?"
She smiled when the question was

put to her.
"It's hard to answer. You see,

I always wanted to be cook In a

big hotel. As a little tot, I sang
in hotel lobbies with father ana
brother In New ^Orleans. But I
wasn't content. Deep down In my
heart I cherished an ambition to
become a cook. Gladly would I have
given up singing in the brilliantly
lighter red and green rooms of the
hotels to just don an apron and
go into the Kitchen where the peas
and the beans and steaks were pre¬
pared.
"At 9 I entered vaudeville, and

the first money I saved went to¬
ward a big, roomy home out In Chi¬
cago. where I go for a few months
every year.just to cook."

New York Symphony.
The New York Symphony Or¬

chestra. under the direction of Wal¬
ter Damrosch, will commence its
season of five Tuesday afternoons
in Washington on October 24. A
notable event of the first concert of
this series will be the appearaace
on the same platform of those two
distinguished violinists, Paul Ko-
chanski and Albert Spalding, who
will be heard Jointly as the assist¬
ing artists of the inaugural concert.

Bori Concert Postponed.
Mme. Lucrcsla Bori, who had(been

announced for the opening concert
in Mrs. Wilson-Green's Philharmonic
Course on October 13, has been
changed to a later date, owing to
the fact that Poli.a Theater, which
is being rebuilt, will not be finished

for this concert.

and cameramen melted Into oblivion.
Finally the cubs climbed a tree,
where they were shot from all
angles. Including: the "coveted close-
up," although they displayed no1
great exuberance at being thus
honored.

All of which foes to prove t*»at
bears lack entirely any desire to
shine before the public eye on the
screen of the motion picture. "The
Valley of 6ilent Men" will be the
feature at Loew's Palace for the
week beginning this afternoon.

Not even so small a thing as a
loaf of bread escaped the atten¬
tion of Cullen Tate, assistant to
Cecil B. DeMlile, In his quest for
data and technical details regard¬
ing life In the women's prison of
New York State, for Mr. DeMlUe's
production of "Manslaughter," which
begins a second week at LoeWa Co-
lumbia today.
Tate devoted two weeks to the

assembling of data for this lecture
His work included photographing the
famous Tombs prison, the women's
prison at Auburn. N. Y.. and a vast
amount of outlyng territory beyond
the city limits on Long Island.
Among the trophies of his trip

was a complete wardrobe of a worn-
an prisoner at the Auburn prison,
accompanied by numerous photo¬
graphs of every department of che
institution. To Insure perfect real-
Ism. Tate even Included a loaf cf
prison bread In his collection cf
samples In order that the per «:

shape and contour of the loaf might
be reproduced.

MAXW ELL KARGER
RENTS RAILROAD
TO MAKE PICTURE

Maxwell Karger, the picture di¬
rector, has enlarged his activities to
become a railroad director. For two
days, recently, he had complete
charge of the operations of an In¬
dependent branch line of the Salt
Lake Railroad. The results of Ms
railroading will be seen In Alice
Lake's new picture, "Kisses." the
photodramatlc attraction at the
Strand all week, beginning today.

Several scenes of this story re¬

quired the use of a passenger train.
The picture demands would not ad¬
mit of the use of a car attached to
a regular passenger train, since a

baggage car. an entire train crew
and numerous stops were called for
In the ceenario.

So arrangements were proposed
under which a special train ahould
be used by the director for the mak¬
ing of his scenes. This plan met
with the unanswerable objection
that It would be Impossible to per¬
mit the sending of one train over
the road, to be stopped and routed
according to the requirements of
the picture, without interfering
with other trains.
"Then we'll have to find a rail¬

road of our own." said Mr Karger.
And that, within certain limita¬

tions. is just what was done. A
branch of the Salt Lake road, * on
which passenger train* were run

night and morning only, was turned
over to the Metro Company, along
with a special train and crew.
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Grace George in
New French Play

At the Garrick
Other Offerings of the Week in

Vaudeville, Burlesque
And Films.

GARRICK.*Grace George will app*er at the
Garrick this wsek. beginning tomorrow night.
In "To Love." a new play tranelated from the
French of Paul Gerald? by Mies George. In
which shs Is supported by a notabl« cast thet
Includes Norman Trevor and Robert Warwick.
This Play reveals a phass of the domestic prob¬
lem that Is aald to havs feed nated Per is. from
whence It was obtained.

B. F. KEITH'S.Eddie Toy end the Tocnffr
Koys will headline the B. F. Keith bill this
week, beginning tomorrow. Other attractions
lncluds Miss Petrlcola, the musloal virtuoso;
Meyer Davis* **Le Paradle" orcheetra, Ted Lor¬
raine, Jack Cagwin end Margaret Davie® In
"The Moth and the Flame." "Bostock'e Hiding
School,** Marino end Martin. Jewell and Rita and
Mac Sovereign, as well as th« usual house at¬
tractions.

BELASCO Fields* vaudeville nnlt, **The
Hits Girls of 19 and 22," will be the Belasco
attraction this week, beginning tonight. In the
revue ars Ellen Golden. Jamea Cagney. Alfred
Fontaine, Wynne Gibson, Phil White and others,
while ths Empire City Quartette, Fred Blondell
and hi* Saxo Sextette. Nell Woods and ker
melody charmers, the Sixteen Dancing Foole.
Lelghton and Josephine and Shadow and McNeill
appear In vaudeville acts.

COSMOS.B#rt Earl and his girls In a musical
act and Bobby Nelson, singing comedian, will
dlrlde headline honors at the Cosmos this week,
beginning tomorrow. George Doreey In the play¬
let, "Daddy": Lacum and Lee in songs. Cook and
Vernon In songs end dances, Maxlne and Bobby,
the dog, and Goldwyn's film production of Zane
Grey's etory. "Golden Dreams." featuring Claire
Adams end Carld Gantvoort. are added.

STRAND.J*0* 8>'lva In *"£parke From
Broadway" will headline the Strend bill thie
week, beginning today. Other acts include
Bellls Duo In aerial frolics. 6tevens and Bruneii*
in songs. Harry Bewley in farce. Homer end
Ad* Llnd In "The Singing Teacher,** Alice Lake
In tlie photopley, "Kisses.** with Herry Myers
and othere In her support, and other added at¬
tractions of the Strand program.

GAYETY.Jc« Mark, and hi* "Touthful T*"l!In¬
come to the Gayety this afternoon for a week's *

engagement. Eddie Cole hae the principal tup-
portlng role. whll. Hazel Alger. Helen Lloyd.
Kitty Garner and other, appear In prominent
parte. The main title of the .how 1. "Laugh
and Forget," which la eald to offer many special
costume and scenic effect, as wall as a beauty
chorua of unusual charm.

RIALTO.Prlscllla Dean coma, to the .cr-en
of Moore's Rlalto today for a week', engagement
In Universalis production of Ou Ida's Immortal
lore atory. "Under Two Flaja." In which Miss
Dean la supported by a notable east that In-
cludaa James Kirkwood. John Davidson. Ethel
Orey Tarry, etuart Holmea. Fred Cravena Bobby
Mack and othera. The added attraction la The
Musical Mirror "

METROPOLITAN.Norma Talmadre eome, to
Crandall's Metropolitan this week, beginning to¬
day, as the star of her latest First National
attraction. "The Eternal Flame." a plcturlaatlon
of Balaac*. famous love story, "La Duchr.ee d.
Langeals." in which Miss Talmadge 1. supported
by a notable cast that Include. Irving Cum-
mlngs, Adolphe Mcnjou. Roeemsry Theby. Kste
Lester. Wedgewood Nowell. Otis Harlan. Albert
Prlsco and others.

.

COLUMBIA. "Manslaughter," Cecil B. DeMllle's
sumptuous screen production of the novel by
Alice Duer Miller, In which Thomas Melghan.
Leatrlce Joy and Lola Wilson hsve the roles of
chlsf Importance, supported by a large east of
DeMllle screen player, will begin the second
week of lta extended engagement at Loew's
Columbia this afternoon. The production
achieved great popularity during the past week.

*

PALACE."The Valley of Silent Men." Frank
Borrage's plcturlaatlon of the Action story of
ths Canadian Rockle. by Jame. Oliver Curwood.
In which Alma Rubens has the role of chief
Importance, surrounded by Lew Cody and a

strong cast, will be the attraction all thla week,
beginning today, at Loew's Palace. "The Val¬
ley of Silent Men" Is described as a story of
Ufa and lov. in the Northwest.

CRANDALL'S."Mail's Law and God's." Flnle
Fox's production of his own story, will be the
attraction at Crandall's the first three days of
this week, beginning today, with fack Llvlng-
ston and Ethel Shannon In chief rotes. Through
the Storm" will be the attraction on Wednesday
and Thuraday. while Norma Talmadge In "By-
Right of Purchase" will be the attraction oa

Friday and Saturday.
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