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of their friends and neighbors.
Some may: not use the library. very oiten—but,

rock’of letters that it is, it always’is there for our

convenience. Y _ ' )
Like all other District institutions, the public
library is handicapped in its good Work by lack

of money. It cannot maintain as large a staff nor
purchase as many new books as it needs to serve
the people of the city to the best advantage. The
needs of this institution should he given the
closest consideration in computing the annual ex-
penses of the District—and there should be no
parsimony. The investment in a good book pays

*many hundredfold in inspiration, good citizenship

and culture. It would be difficult for any com-
munity to invest too much in schools. churches or
libraries—most particularly in the latter, which con-
stitutgs both school and church for many a poor
man and woman. h

Drawing Aside the Curtains.
OMEBODY in Australia proposes that the
S capital of that progressive dominion be cen-
trally located in a district in New South Wales

One Way to Beat the W. R. & E.
HE Public Utilities Commission, 1t is said,
l favors the proposal of the Washington Rail-
way and Electric Company to.run one-man
a—eehiicken coops on the Congress Heights line. Nat-
ur.l'y the worthy and honorable people, business
men, church members and taxpayers, who reside in
smemeatlie pretty suburb bevond Anacostia are aroused.
The .eitizens’ association, we are informed, proposes

i
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deled somewhat after the District of Columbia.
The District Commissioners are in receipt of a let-
ter from backers of this project asking for inior-
mation on the organization and administration of
the District government.  They scem to have an
idea that we live and pay taxes here” undertan al-
most ideal system.

To the men interested in the estab’ishment of
this almost mythical Canberra we are in a position
to offer some good advice—lpok belore you. leap.
The method of administering local affarrs in the
capital city of the United States is not ideal. Dis-
trict people sometimes become so disgusted they
brand !.llu.'ir system of government as pne of the
most inefficient in the world. It is not quite so
bad as that—but very few of us would advise the
excellent people of Auwstralia, for whonmt we have
nothing but the best of wishes, to follow our ex-
ample. i we were at war with Austra’ia we might
employ a good advertising copy writer to prepare
for her officials a colorful account of the Utopia
we live in, go to school in and pay taxes . But
we are at peace, and consequently we hope that
Mr. Garges, secretary to the Commissioners, uses
good judgment in the letter which he sends to the
Antipodes.

The Australians fear political influence in the
affairs of their proposed capital.  They want a form
of government in which the intrigue of parties
will be oi no consequence—in which cwerything
will be considered from a clean-cut business point
of view. Bur we are sure they do not want a sys-
tem devised to hear the brum the burden of
party economy such as we have in Washington.

Let the Austra'ians send a delegation to the
District of Columbia incognito. When this party
returns we are confident it will want no more of
the system so much admired at present. Let them
send, if possible, men with children oi school age.
Such individuals will be able to appreciate the dii-
ficultics nmlrr'\\hirh Washington's educational sys-
tem functions. Let them s<end* men who are able
to judge the condition of roads and streets. They

lﬂ’

| will carry a pathetic story back across the wide

twoemtan car which will carry |

Pacific.

We know that writers on political and economic
svstems sometimes describe the District of Co-
lumbia as an Utopia. We do not want the Auvs-
tra'ians to be misled by such accoumts.  Rather

than let them model a eity after ours, we will tear |

a<ide the enrtains. We will give them a clear view

<un bathed the street with its dy-|

With the perfume of afternvon teas.

e P loviest in the autemn. 1L Is
now that It sparkles with its best
manners and clothes—a radiant
nightmare of materialism. As _liui

ing glimmer [ watehed the b o'cluock
parsde from a hotel lobby window.
There were gowns that fairly spat

red fire, others as black and soft as ||

the plush of pight. The wlhou scene
was am colorful us a setting by
Bakst and  suffocatingly pungent

Even the mourning costume has
become gay this fall. with Its rows |
of waite %ace ‘on the- sleeves and
skirt. Society has revived the comch
and four wi_l.h the plum clad buglers
to trumplet their approach,

Milady's “hat falrly dazzies the
eye—fuzzy tggues with glistening
silver pins. sweeping hats with a
pirate turn up In front and from
which protrude ornaments heavy
and iridescent. Hats dripping with |
lade, entwined with golden feather
curis and fronds of riotous silk,

Of course, sprinkled. among the
gay and well dressed are those who |
seek notoriety. One womanp carried, |
Instead of a harel-bag a tiny cAge |
containing a parakegt. Another had |
a pet fox on a patént leather leash
and wax trying to look dreadfully |
nonchalant.

And the rotund, white
houtonnierred old voss! Fifth ave-
nue wauld not be Fifth avenue
without them “oherchez la femming”
for a dinner companion,: They ex-
pand like roses In a hot-house an
the sun sinks hehind the Jersey |
hills. It is their hour for amomus|

|

=patied, |

trivmphs,

The red-lipped vampires are thers
hut not so conspicious as over wesl- |
ward on Broadway. The smartly |

| oi the antiquated machinery, the petty politics, tll<‘|
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|
|

leaves |
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day life the wnconguerable spirit which made them
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selfichness, the lack of vision and all the otker

| drawbacks to a decent government in the capital

the United States

We Want This Memorial.
ETERANS of the First Division in
Washington propose that a reunion of the
entire organization be held in the National Capital
the the

of

now

ai thne divisional memorial is

nnvei'ed. |
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The District has not seen the greater part Sof
ese nwen simee  they  paraded here with  Gen.!
Pershing when they returned from Coblenz.  They |
are scuttered in every State in the Union.  Many
them have died sinee they marched down the
\venue Some  have become rich Most  have |
jound a sceure place for themselves in the fabric
\merican society,  They have carried into every-

o successful, as a bodv. from Cantigny teo .the
Mense  The [hStrict has had no opportunity to
jorzet them. Their shon'der ensignia, probably, is
more familiar on the streets of this city than that
of anv other division becanse there are =0 many
hospitals here.  Wherever disubled men are found

be <ome who marched in the ranks of

Division,

there will
she lirst

We 1o
needed for the divisconal
This will
statuary oi the Capital

st of the funds
memomal have been
decided addition
It is proper that the

are  glad hear that

|'f11'
tected, constitiite a

the

1o

ing

first orcanized division to go overseas and one of |

the last to return should be the first to be lion-
ored by such a tablet in the center of national ac-
tivities. Tt would be mniortunate indecd i this was
unvei'ed without a large representation of vetcrans
present.

Many First Division men, of course, are back
in the service. The organization was made up
around a nucleus of regulars. Those who sur-
vived, and many hundreds were killed, continued

their military careers after  demohilization.  The
majority of these, perhaps, conld not return to
Washington for a reunion.  But the soldiers re-

cruited irom civilian ranks <hould grasp at an op
portimity back here and the
hands of old comrudes again

The reeulsr army divisions are

1o come to shake

at a disadvan-
lage n respect 1o reunions, Those urg:miz:dinus
built up from States or sections have a better op-
portunity to get together in some city ofee a year
The men keep in better touch with onc another.
But none of them have such proud careers to
1alk the men of the First—the men who
bore some of the worst hardships of the war and
some of the most distinguished service.
We Lope the local post is able to bring the com-

rades here,

Over as

rendered

caparisoned cob-horses drawing the
Victorias and stepping high add
their touch to the picture. The
poels who curse the “heavipess™ of
Fifth  avenue should  wateh the |
crowds go by at 5 o'clock—Lbut of
course thut |= just the hour thaw
the poets are having their break-
fast, if any.

tne of the most popular profes-
=ors in New York gives an inspira-
tional tulk to his college students
once a week and generdlly beging
in this fashlon: “Men asx 1 gaze
Into your eyves which seem to have
almost human intelligence, ete"”

The
York
There

last vcity directory
was issued two
is= no |ndication
will b* another this
yeuars 1o come. It was formerly
Issued once a year, The use of the
telephone book as a directory has

in New
YEATS Ago.
that there
year or for

rotib=d  the directory publishing
firm of its profits. There Is prac-
tically demand whatever and
the expense of complling Is enor-
maoys,
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There Ix a little grassy park with

century etehinge called "The (ries
of London,” in which English stree:

On Today

Meeting— Chemben] Solety of Washington. |

e — ]
B ; PRONUNCIATION OF 1SAIAM.
To the Friand of the People: .
I have had several arguments with a friend re-
garding the ‘correct pronunciation of Isaiah. Can
you mettie this argument once and for all by 1Fhrlu:
the desired Information? . . H.
The word may he pronounced “l-sa- with
the accent on the second syllable, %‘.‘I -a" with
the accent on the second syllable. Greek pro-
nunclation i “l-sa-ia,” with the accent on the
second syllable. The pronunciation Is slightly aif-
ferent in the different langunges.

MEETING PLACE OF COMMITTEE.
To the Friend of the People:

Where doecs the Senate Agriculture and For-
estry Committee hold ita hearings? R, 8

To the Priend of the People: R,

Recently T read in & :
B e L5 i e o |
The dates of the . ' 3 : .
:nm::rﬁigﬂﬁé?%§§§;§355=="ii

Q-m—'{i... moving

hich

l:-ub?rmm 1o the

to return about the year 1 The comet
is one of the few whose return can be predicted.

LONDON BRIDGE.
To the Friend of the People:
When was the lLondon hridge bulit what
is ity size?

firat stone bridge was completed in 1209,
and buHt with rows of houres forming & street.
On it stood the cha of 8i. Thomas of Canter-
bury. The present about 100 feet farther
up the river, was by John Rennie
bullt by his sons In 1826-31. Its length is
feet, width €6 feet, and it in 56 feet above tha river.

CAREFUL RECORDS.
To the Friend of the People:

How many races did Careful win iIn 1921
How many times did he finish and third
What was the total amount of his

He won nine races, finished second four times

8t

In room 433, the Senate Office Building.

 MEANING OF DEAD. HEAT.
To the Friend of the Prople:
What isg meapt by s “dead heal” In & horse
race? B

When two or more horses finish tie,

AREA OF BRITISH ISLES,
Tu the Friend of The Peopie:
What is the total area of the British Isles?
How are they divided? .
121,633 square miles; Great Britain and Ireland,
121,331; Inle of Man, 227: Channel Islands, 75

DIVORCE FOR JOHN FOX, JR.
To the Friend of the "eople:

When and where did Fritzi Scheff get her di-
vorce from John Fox, jr.? MiIS8 B,

.;i.lturdt'lu. The total winning purse was

ART SCHOOL
. To the Friend of the People:
Wh president of the National
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Te the Editer, The Washiagton Hersid:

Deolefully duM and dismally dawd.
LT =

The women-all drabs and the men
mostly maudiin

o is School of
Fine and Applied Art R.T. 8
Fellx Mahoney.

KITTY GORDON ON STAGE.
To the Friend of the People:
flas Kitty Gordon left the gtage? Mrs. K.
No; she |s at present playing a vaudevillie en-

Esgement.

TRANSFER OF
To the Friend of the People:

When was Alaska formally transferred to the
United States, and by whom? i1ss X.

ALASKA.

In New York State, January 31, 1813

By Russia on October 9, 1867,
i

Leaders of Old Madrid Hope

For Spanish-American Union

Energies Bent Toward Building up Commer-
cial and Spiritual Bonds Across

Atlantic.

By THOMAS STEWART RYAN | rediscovery t;: the word “liberty”
urope.

| throughout

MADRID, Gct. 11.—Does Spain re- Aoubtful,

member 18987 Does th: pride of
Castile ever think of revenge and

Th
does Madrid cast a regretful ey: on

Seeks Latin-America Ties,
re are several projects uhmt.l

the alr project has been an Increase

in the discontent of the BSpanisn
portal employes, who resent the
government's Intention 1o spend

milllons of peselas to carry a hand-
ful of lettern
As for the commercial congress,
Sanch:z Guerra, premier of the mo-
ment. spoke of the scheme as the
forerunner of periodic Spanish-
American congresses o be he'd sue-
rasgively in various coungries. The
|plap would include a permanent
bureau “which could intervene as
| mediator, free from partiality. and
&  commission, alse permanent,
vharged with convoking and direct-
ing th congresses and controlling
i® the bureau.”
In other worda, Spaln would at-
!l!mpt what we have bean doing fur
¥ears In the Pan-American Unjon

Epain—it

those Western
formed part of
empire?

These ars the question
American naturally tries

until., with their wealth
from the Spanish main,

Charles V..
home, who had gastsd t«
the world’'s wealth.
inta defeat
tion

hetrayed
by corrupt administra-

lands which once
an almost world

s which an
to Rnswer

pouring n
the Span-

bug the politicians at

w much of
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