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COMMON SCHOOLSB: -«

To His Exceriexcy, Davip B, Remp==

Sir: In my first letter to yotulr Excclleficy, Igave
a sketeh of the former condition of Education in North
Carolina, Whatis itnow? Thisisa quaﬂ&u f-
ficult to answer; and for the cason that, although
Edueation has been & iatter of government concern,
there has been no effort made to obtain a diffuse in-
formation on this subject. It was difficult to obtain
accurate knowledge in to the general progress
of intelligence ! and from of our position

and p! we were 8 st ready to despair of a
cause which was accomplishing much good in our
o midst.

What is the condition of the cause of Education in
North Carolina at this day ? . y

1 am not p to answer this question as fully
and satisfactorily as I hope to be in_a few months;
but it is a matter to. which I have, for ycars, given
some nttengon, uﬂr in r;.-i%ud to which I can speak

-ith some of confidence.

b lgllmut thoegmﬂme of the establishment of our system
of Common Schools, there began a general movement
among ourpeople in favor of Collegesand Academics.
Institutions of this kind, that were already in exist-
ence, but in arather languishing conditieh, very soon
mu?i‘eeud gigns of increasing prosperity. Old at-
tempts to found Academies were revived with more
success, and new enterprises of this sort were set on

foot in all of the country. Each year the
Seminaries y in existence would be more crowd-

with pupils than during the year before, and each
zmm a gll"ea!i:er number of lEmw_ gmtitutions would be
naugurated than during the one preceding. Thus
we have advanced ; and now, comparing our position
with that of & few years past, it is almost incredible

what progress we have made. Your Excellency has
twice canvassed the State,with open eyes—what have
you beheld ?

We formerly had onemale College, to-wit: our ex-
cellent University ; now we have Wake Forest Col-
lege, in Wake county, Davidson College, in Meck-
lenburg county, Normal College in Randolph county,
Cnht:fa College, in Catawba county, with the pros-
pect of the establishment of a Masonic College, in
Granville county. 'We have all these rising into vig-
orous cxistence; and our good old University, instead
of being erippled by this competition is shining with
a more resplendent light than ever before, and num-
bers twice as many students as it did in its palmicst
days before the establishment of our system of Com-
mon Schoeols, and when it had not a single rival.

There is a yeagly increase of numbers at all of
these institutions; and, what is more, the older Col-
leges are making themsclves acceptable to the mass-
es, w hile ‘each new one endeavors to lay its founda-
tions deep in the popular heart. They all recognize
the doctrine that the good will of the commion peo-
ple i8 necessary to their prosperity ; and while their
position is the result of an increasing interest felt
by the masges in the cause of Education, they, in
return, react upon the Common Schools and Acade-
mies of the country.

And how is it with the Academics—male Acade-
mies—in North Carolina? Who knows the number
of these? Who can tell how many new ones are
born into existence every season? There cannot be
less than eighty Classical Schools (male) in this State
~—they will average one to the county, and in many
counties there are more than one—in some as many
as three Schools of this sort. Some are of a private
character, but at nearly all a good classical education
can be obtained. Since my term of office a number
of new institutions of this sort have been ingaugura-
ted, and some snccessful Academies are situated in
regions considered by many as remote and ignorant.
Between these Academies and the Colleges, there is
an intermediate class of Schools whichmay be term-
ed High Schools, fornishing an education nearly as
good as that obtained at the Colleges; and of this
class several have'recently come into successful ex-
istence, and others are on the way. i

The progress in female education of the higher
kind has been still more remarkable; and instead of
the one High School at Salem, we have it and eight
other Colleges, counting the Episcopal School at Ra-
Jeigh as one. There arc the two Colleges at Mur-
freeshorough, in Hertford county—onein a flourish-
ing condition, the other ina state of rapid progress;
the College in Oxford, Granville County, the Epis-
copal School in Raleigh, the College in Anson coun-
ty, the one in Robeson county, the one in Greens-
borough, Guilford county, and the one in Ashville,
Bancombe county, while there is still another on the
way in Iredell county. Great as is this increase of
Colleges, it is still outdone in the growth and mul-
tiplication of Female Academics and High Schools;
and still the old School at Salem, like the University,
has been benefited by the competition, and is fuller
than it ever was, while in consequence of new appli-
cations for admission its Principal has had to issue
a circular notifying the public that the institution
is filled fo its utmost capacity.

In all the towns, villages, and thickly settled neigh-
borhoods ‘Female Academies have sprung up or are
coming into existence; and a singular and most
cheering featurc of this progress in male and female
education of the higher gdnd, is the fact that many
of the Schools haee been founded by the energies, or
aré under the control of native born and home-edu-
cated lailies and gentlemen. In ghort, our progress
in the multiplication of male and female Colleges
and Aeademics, is without a parallel in the history
of any State or country ; and it is no exaggeration to
say that while our population has increased but lit-
tle in_ seventeen years, the number of male pupils
attending Classical Schools has been wore than
trebled since the year 1836, and that the number of
girle receizing an edueation of the higher kind is at
{east geren times, and pcrhnpa ten times as great qs it
wad at the pegiod designated, WHILE THE RATIO OF IN-
CREASE BECOMES CONSIDERABLY GHEATER EACH YEAR.
What is the caunse of all this? - I answer, without
hesitation;, our system of Common Schools. Much
is due to the influence of religious societies, but in
former years rcligious secictics made exertions in the
same direction without much success. While a num-
ber of these socicties have been undoubtedly stimu-
lated by a spirit of p which scemed simulta-
neously and almest suddenly to pervade all classes
and socictics in our State, it was independent of par-
ticular men or particular bodies, and yet it was of
course not a mere inspiration, but was, undeér the
direction of Providence, born of some previous cause.

In the first place, the mere establishment of our
system of Common Schools did much to awaken a
new spirit of Education in all classes. Tt placed the
subjdet on higher and broader ground than it had
ever occupied in North Carolina. It gave to
it the dignity of a fundamental political institution
among a people where every man is a part of the
govern: _t_.aﬁd-alms' an interest in i, The people
all viewed itin & new light; and Chur¢hes and be-
nevolent socicties availi themselyes of this new
step, and of the feeling awakened by it, began a gen-
erous competition to see which could make itself
most acceptable by assisting most to help to achieve
that condition of things, that universal intelligence
which was considered as inevitable, some day, from
the action of the State. Nobly did they respond to
‘the call of that government pledged to the sanctity
‘of conscience; and a glorious reward is before them,
with the hope of political and religious freedom for
ages tocome! v "o -
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its trinmphant position, let us never forget that the
flag-staff’ is planted on the Coxxox Scrools,

And now, Sir, in view of such results, and with-
out considering any other, may I not say that our
Common Schools have been anything else than a
failure? We have seen, however, but one half of
“the picture, and it remains to be told what has been
accomplished within the walls of the Common
Scheols themselves.

Upon this subject T have made much enquiry, and
it would be tedious, and perhaps unneeessary, to en-
ter upon a detail of the means by which I have ob-
tained information.

I have instituted enquiries in regard to the num-
ber of school houses and of schoolsin different coun-
ties before the establishment of our system of Com-
mon Schools, and for several years have been trying
to inform myself, in various ways, on this obscure
subject.

. My investigations bring me to this conclusion, viz:
that it would be a very liberal estimate to put at
twenty thousand the number of children who, before
the adoption of our Common School system, attend-
ed part of the time during any one year, or ina
period of two years, the country or ordinary sub-
scription schools of the State. )

Without going into my sources of information, a
few general facts will sustain the above view; and
in fact I need only make one calculation, and one
which all will recognize as liberal.

Put he number of counties at T0O—(this is over
the mark, at the time alluded to)—and the average
number of schools at 10 to a county, and the aver-
age number of scholars at 25 to a school ; this gives
seventeen thousand five hundred scholars. How
many persons can count as many as fen country
school houses which existed in their counties pre-
vious to the establishment of Common Schools?
How many counties are there where fire could not
be found? But that I may not be under the mark]
will say that twenty thousand children, at some time
during & period of two years, attended the country
schools of North Carolina; and I will here intimate
that I should not be surprised if I am, someday, able
to prove that the number was often not greater than
ten thousand, and sometimes under.

What is now the number that once in a period of
two years attends the country or Common Schools?

It is considered a severe reflection on our historical
efforts in North Carolina that the name of our first
Governor was suffered to become a problem.  What
shall we say of the fact that the State has founded a
system of Common Schools, and by its funds helped
to keep the system in operation for several years,
while so little vigilance has been exercised over it
that the number of the schools is not known and
can only be guessed at? Members of the Literary
Board have estimated the number as high as thirty-
five hundred; my own estimate is from twenty-five
hundred to three thousand. We will suppose the
number to be 2500, and the average attendance 25
to the school, and all the schools open once, at least,
in every two years; this gives us sixty-two thousand
five hundred children at school in the State at some
time during each period of two years. The attend-
ance, however, we all know, is greater at the Com-
mon Schools than it was at the subscription schools;
in fact we might very safely estimate the average at
the former at 30, and 20 at the latter, while, however,
there was undoubtedly a more regular attendance at
the subscription schools.

We may, from the foregoing premises, conclude,
and I do affirm, that in every period of two years
there are three times as many children going to coun-
try schools as formerly, but there are not and could
not be three times as many receiving an education.
If there were, then more than two-thirds were for-
merly ignorant. In former times many, many bo
and girls, attended one, two, or three short schools,
and then their education was completed; now the
same set will attend, at different times, for many
schools. Still it is an inevitable conclusion thata
great many more now receive the elements of an ed-
ucation than formerly, and a large majority get better
educations, poor as our schools are said to be.

In a number of counties from one to threc moder-
ately good subscription schools have been destroyed,
and in their stead have been established Common
Schools, which are not kept open as long during the
year; but a considerable portion of those benefited
formerly by the best subscription schools now send
to higher, or classical schools, and mest of the re-
mainder could raise a fund to lengthen the term of
the District Schools by using the same exertion that
had to be used to get up a good subseription school.

And then, to overbalance this supposed injury
caused by Free Schools, they pervade hundreds of
neighborhoods where there were formerly no schools
at all, and they afford an elementary education to
thousands of children that would have grown up in
ignorance, while the office of teacher established in
2500 places, is a lndder by which many scores of
young men are enabled to rise to usefulness whose
talents otherwise would have Dbeen buried.

And finally, I draw this general conclusion, and
will maintain it, viz: that the average of intelligence
among the masses of the rising generation is twice as
great as it was before the adoption of our system of
Common Sekeols. These schools have not yet edu-
cated a generation ; those who were on the stage of
action at the time of their adoption are still there,
while those whom the Common Schools have been
training have not yet assumed their places in the
business affairs of life.

When this occurs, and we have passed away, a
great change will come over the face of thingsin North
Carolina; there will be more intelligence, more life,
and more public spirit, while the new generation will
be practically acquainted with Common Schools, will
know their wants and remedics, and beready tosup-
ply the necessary means to add to their uscfulness
and efficiency.

We knew nothing of such things, and we had no-
body to tell us; the experiment was a total novelty
to us, adopted among a people tenacious of old hab-
its, where many were ignorant and opposed to Edu-
cation, and where all expected too much and were
disposed to do too little, supposing the government
had bargained to take all trouble off their hands.

Against ignorance, misconceptions and prejudices
the system to contend, and it had to grow by its
own inherent vitality, without a voice to utter its
wants, or a tribunal to decide its disputes, or a head
to guide its way. It was sced thrown in the water,
and left to fight its way with weeds and grass; and
though tares and noxious vegetation have grown up
in its midst, it has lived, and flourished, and pro-
duced a profitable harvest. Under all the circum-
stances its history is a glorious triumph, affording a
subject most interesting for contemplation to every
true son of North Carolina, and every friend of hu-
manity ; and to all such it opeus a most noble field
for exertion, and one where the promise is bright and
of incalculable importance.

But I have said enough for the present; in future
numbers I shall endeavor to point out some of the
errors which have prevented our system from being
more useful—to suggest some remedies, and to offer,
with deference, some opinions as to the duties of all

ith great respect,
0. H. WILEY,
Asheyille, N. €., August 29th, 1853. - | a
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From Hunt’s Merchants’ ine.
COFFEE—ITS PRODgﬁ;I'bIION AND CONSUMP-

Coffee now enters so largely into the general wants
of this country, as also of the world, having become
a necessary of life, instead of (as prior to this cen-
tury) a luxury, it may not be amiss at the present
time, when the opinion seems to be abroad, that the
consumption is greater than the production,to inquire
into the growth of the principal producing countries,
and their means of increase, to provide for the great
annual increase of consumption,

Prior to 1825, Cuba, St. Domingo, British West
Indies, and Java, were the chief places of produc-
tion ; subsequently Brazil has taken the lead, and is
now the producer of nearly the half of the produc-
tion. Laguira and Ceylon export largely.

In Cuba sugar was found to pay the best profit to
the planters, so that about 1825, they began to neg-
lect coffee. The annual production in Cuba being
then about sixty-five millions of pounds. At the
present time the cultivation is so neglected, the an-
nual export docs not exceed twelve millions of

pounds.

The export of St. Domingo has been Fradnnll{
falling off, o that the average is not over forty mil-
lions of pounds per annum. This year it is but thir-
ty-five millions. Since the abolition of slavery in
the British West Indies the production of Coffee is
gradually declining, and will probably soon become
extinct.

The production of Java steadily increased—being

stimulated by the Dutch company and by the encour-

agement given to private planters—till the export in
1848 was about 150 millions of pounds, one-third of
which, or 50 millions, was private coffee. The low
prices that had ruled for some time previous to 1848,
and since, have so discouraged the private planters,
that many have pbandoned the cultivation altogether,
and their annual production at present is only from
twelve to fifteen millions of pounds. The Company’s
production has also rather fallen off, so that the aver-
age annual export of Java cannot now be estimated
over 800,000 piculs, or about 110 millions of pounds.

Brazil from 1830 to 1850 increased the production
of Coffee in a greater degree than ever before known.
The climate was found to be most congenial to the
trees, the yield per tree being double of the West
Indies, and the prices of slaves extremely low—sell-
ing on long credits at from $200 to $300 each. Dur-
ing this period, the export increased from sixty-four
millions per annum to three hundred millions. The

low prices of Coffee subsequent to 1842, and the di- |

minished import of blacks, checked the planting of
new estates, and the entire stoppage of the slave
trade in 1850, together with the subsequent rise of
slaves to $550 and $600 each, renderly it nearly cer-
tain, that the production of Coffee in Brazil has about
reached its maximum. The fear now is, that with-
out some supply of labor, to make up for the annual
mortality of slaves on the estates, estimated on the
average at from five per cent to six per cent, the
production can hardly be maintained at the present
rate. Some may think that slaves will be again im-
ported clandestinely, but the government and people
are now so decidedly opposed to the further increase
of the slave population, thereis not the slightest pro-
bablity of this.

A bill was introduced into the national legislature
last year for the gradual emancipation of the slaves;
it was not passed, burt its numerous friends will not
cease their exertions, and many years cannot elapse
before its final passage and adoption. Foreign im-
migration has been attempted, but with little chance
of success. Cooley labor has been talked of, but, as
yet, none has been introduced.

Ceylon, by the encouragement of protective duties
in England, increased her production of Coffee rapid-
ly, from 1835 to 1845, and it was predicted that by
1855 the export would be fifty millions of pounds
per annum. The decrease of protection and low prics
have operated so unfavorably, that a great many
estates have been entirely abandoned, and the pro-
duction, which had reached forty millions, is now
reduced to about thirty millions of pounds per an-
num. Large capitals have bern lost, and estates
abandoned for a few years cannot be reclaimed ; itis
therefore not likely that any ir <iease will take place
in Ceylon, The same remarks will also apply to the
privgte planting in Java.

The export of Coffee from Laguira, &c., shows
rather a falling off the past few years. Certainly no
increase of importance can be expected from thence,
but rather the reverse.

From the foregoing it will be seen, that there has
been, in the aggregate, a falling off in the production
of Coffee since 1848, when it was the greatest ; and
a8 will appear by the following tables, formed from
the average of the best authoritics, that the produc-
tion of 1853, which supplies the consumption of
1853-"4, will be thirty-four millions of pounds less
than in 1848,

It is to be observed, that many estimates of the
Brazil export for 1853-'4 are considerably less than
1,750,000 bags, also less from Java and Ceylon, equal
in all to fifty millions pounds less than the estimate
below, which would make the total falling off in pro-
duction, compared with 1848, about cighty-four mil-
lions of pounds.

PRODUCTION OF COFFEE, 1848 axp 1833.

1848, 1853.

Brazil*. .millions Ibs. 270

FRVE s omtneia ol ae 150 110 or 800,000 piculs.
St. Dominion....... 40 45
Cuba & Porto Rico.. 40 30
British West Indies. 10 b
French & Duteh West

Indies.... ...... 5 3
Sumatra........... 10 15
Mocha &e.......... b b
Manilla. ..o i aiaan 3 2
S e 25 380
Laguira &c........ 80 25
Costa Rica......... 5 5

Total production....590 556

This great increase has been mainly broughtabout
by its having ceased to be & profitable crop in most
places of production, and short crops in Brazil, Java,
and Ceylon. Should prices advance, Ssome may ex-
pect a corresponding increase of production, as of
su or cotton, but when it is considered that it re-
quires ten years at least to get a new coffee ectate
into full bearing, and that labor,‘ the chief capital
employed, is from 150 fo 200 per cent higher in
Brazil than it has been, it cannot be looked for to
any extent, certainly not equal to the average in-
crease of consumptien the past twenty-five years.

The consumption of Coffee has rapidly increased
the past twenty-five years, from its low price, facili-
ties of transportation, and ability of the masses to
purchase what was formerly considered a luxury, so
that it has now become a necessary of life. The great-
est increase has been in the United States, averaging
seven-and-a-half per cent per annum; in Europe it
has been two-and-a-half per cent, or for the world
four per cent per annum. ..

The following estimate of consumption is the aver-
age of various sources, and is believed to be as near
the truth as can be ascertained, for 1852.

| United States and British Americagsmillions Ibs. 200
German Zolverein........ R | RS 100
Austria, and other German States........... 65

{ Holland and Belgium......... ook, « i 80

R
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cut short by the revolution now in progress in
lé?lina, the con{mmption of Coffee must bgincreased,
which will render still more apparent the deficiency
of production, and by the end of the year show a
large decrease of the old stocks. J. G.

#Rio Jauerio, Santos, and Bahia.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

The time has been—and that not very remote—
when the Democratic party of the country was held
in derision, if not in contempt, by a large portion of
the proud and beautiful Whig party. A ZDemocrat
was rather below in thtﬁ scale of Bocialfaa well 1?3

litical respectability, in the estimation of men who
Eﬁimed for their patr)try ‘“all the decency and all the
intelligence” of the country. There was something
low and vulgar in Democracy, which debarred its
advocates and devotees of a position of equality
among the * deceney and intelligence” of the coun-
try. The consequence was, (as Col. Biggs aptly re-
marked in his specch at the Democratic festival in
this place,) that some young men who desired to as-
sume a position of respectability in society were de-
terred from associating themselves with the Democ-
racy because of the odium cast upon them by the
lordlings of the Whig £

Now we can very well understand the reason of all
this, for we hold it to be a demonstrable fact, that
the principles professed by the Whig party were at
war with the essential interests of the masses. That
party has ever labored to strengthen the hands of the
Federal Government—to concentrate all power to it,
and, per consequence, to cripple and wealken the peo-
ple from whom that power was sought to be trans-
ferred to the central Government. It was nat-
ural, then, that the advocates of such a policy should
have but little sympathy for the “ unwashed” masses.
Look at all the despotisms of the earth where all
power is absolutely vested in the Government, and
you will see that the peopleare oppressed, and made
“ hewers of wood and drawers of water " for a pam-
pered aristocracy. Isitstrange, then, thatthe Whig
party of this country, advocating a strong central
Government, should regard the people here in the
same light that they are held by the aristocracy of
strong Governments e'sewhere? We maintain that
the policy of the Whig party has been practically a
denial of the cnpaci‘tjy of the people for self-govern-
ment, and hence a denial of their equality with the
“upper ten.” To be a Democrat was not * respec-
table” in their eyes at least.

Nevertheless, notwithstanding the slurs of these
conceited Whigs, the Democracy pursued the even
tenor of their way, and continued to increase in num-
bers and grow in strength. The people did not seem
to attach much credit to the interested counsel, nor
pay much respect to the disdainful imputations of
politicians who thought themselves better than other
men. The people were not to be swayed by such
prejudices—the young men were not to be cajoled
into the advoeacy of Whig principles by such silly
appeals to their pride of respectability. The Democ-
racy grew—extended—iucreased.

How stands the case now ? Where are the men
whe a few years ago thought it vulgar to be a Dem-
ocrat, and claimed for the Whig party the possession
of “all the decency and all the intelligence™ of the
country? Where is the great Whig party ¥—where
the “ vulgar” Democeracy? Can it be possible that
the Democracy has survived such attacks, and con-
tinued to exist in spite of the frowns and sneers of
‘“all the decency and all the intelligence™ of the
country ? Has not the Whig party, like Aaron’s rod,
swallowed up everything?

A glance at the present condition of things will
furnish a ready and convincing answer to these

uestions. A survey of the field of politics at this
will result in conclusions very different from
'W{ig predictions. The Federal Government is en-
tirely under the control of the Democracy in all its
political ramifications—both branches of the nation-
al Congress overwhelmingly Democratic—about
twenty-nine Democratic Governors out of thirty-one
—the Legislatures of the several States (with very
few exceptions) largely Democratic—and the people
b—the “vulgar” masses—Democratic to the back-
one,

Now is not that a poor showing for the * great™
Whig party? In what States or in what branch of
the Federal Government, are their great talents dis-
played ? Verily, if all the * decency and intelligence "
are absorbed in the Whig ¥, then is our country
in a sad condition—for their talents and decency
have been very much neglected by the people of late,
until the party has dwindled down to a sickly and
precarious existen bordering on the confines of
nonentity. The people have indignantly put their seal
of condemnation on all such twaddle and nonsense.

But there is another feature not less interestin
connegted with this matter. With all its boast
greatness and intelligence, the curious observer of
passing political events will inquire, what single
measure of Whig policy now graces our statute-books
and gives life and vigor t- the permanent (or even
temporary) interests of the country? We have a
recollection of National Banks, Protective Tariffs,
Distribution and Bankrupt Laws—but which of these
is now a part of the policy of the Government? Not
one! The people have tried them all, found them
wanting, and cast them away. We repeat the ques-
tion— What single distinctive measure of Whig pol-
iey now lives upon the statute-book ? and we repeat
the answer—Not one! The country has prospered
and grown great under Democratic auspices—Demo-
cratic measures and Democratic men.

The young men of the country, in deciding upor.
their course in entering upon active life, will see, by
glancing at these facts, which party it is their inter-
est as well as their duty to join. The “respectabil-
ity ” of the Democracy is beyond the reach of Whig
detraction ; while the soundness of Democratic prin-
ciples is every day attested by the individual happi-
ness of our people and the glory and renown of our
common country. , Democratic Pioneer.

Procress oF PrespyTeErianisM. When we take
any one of the principal religious denominations in
the United States, and compare its statistics at suc-
cessive periods, the impression is made that tAat de-
nomination is going ahead of all the rest. But the
fact is, they are all going ahead, though with diffe-
rent de s of rapidity, along with the increase of
population. The Methodist church has outstripped
all the rest in rapidity of growth, though of late its
increase has becen less rapid than formerly. The
following paragraphs show the increase of the Pres-
byterian Church since 1837.

From the Presbyterian (Old School.)

An important fact to be noted in these figures is,
that the Old-school branch of the Presbyterian
Church has now become as large as both new and
Old-school were at the time of their division, fifteen
years ago. The following will show the comparative
numbers before the division and th?f present yea;ﬁ:s

1837. 1858.

Presbyteries 135 143
Ministers 2,140 2,139
Churches 2,865 2,879
Communicants 220,557 219,263

From the New York Evangelist (New School.)
Better than these invidious estimates, let us turn

to the a gregate strength, not of one or the other, but
of both branches, as they are reported in the respee- |
tive minuté®" Here is a table in which all Presby

rians might truly rejoice—of the progress of

a 1887. 1853, norease,

synOds ::28'_ 51 y el

Presbyt 88 215 3
isters . X8140 ° 700 -
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despatch of Lord John Russell s hen to e iutiged |
ithout such oﬁcialcommantmmmm. :

views of the British government. In another column
will be found an article from the Boston Post, inthe”
general scope and drift of which we concur, respect-

ing those propositionsin Lord John Russell’s letter to
which it refers. = There are, however, some pointsin
that despatch, in our judgment, alike important and
inadmissible, which the Postappears to have omitted
or reserved for a future examination, and to which
we deem it proper now to invite the attention of our
readers.

Towards the close of the British letter occurs the
following very extraordinary graph :

“Nor let it be said that such a convention would
have prevented the inhabitants of Cuba from assert-
ing their independence. With regard to internal
troubles, the proposed convention was altogether
silent. But a pretended declaration of independence,
with a view of immediately seeking refuge, from re-
volts on the part of the blacks, under the shelter of
the United States, would justly be looked upon as
the same in effect as a formal annexation.”

It will be percieved that the declaration of inde-
pendence here spoken of is a “pretended” declara-
tion, made ““with the view” of immediately asking
aid from the United States against a consequent in-
surrection of the blacks in the island. These limita-
tions in the British proposition, in our judgment,
practically amount to nothing, because they have
no foundation in the nature of the case contemplated.
A declaration of independence made without due au-
thority from the people is no declaration at all; but
if made by due authority on the part of the people,
it is not within the competency of any foreign pow-
er to regard such a declaration as a mere pretence.
It is the most solemn act which a people can per-
form, and, {f duly performed, involves considerations
altog@®her too momentous to permit it to be regarded
as a sham. The other limitation is equally unfound-
ed in the nature of the case, because, if the Cubans
declare their independence, they must do so in full
view cf a negro insurrection, Spain having been un-
derstood repeatedly to threaten to set the negroes at
once at liberty in such an event, in order to putdown
a revolutionary movement in Cuba by the torch and
the knife in negro hands. It is casy to see, there-
fore, that whenever the Cubans declare themselves
independent they will do so of necessity, in full view
of the horrors of a consequent servile war of exter-
mination, and, of course, with ‘“the view of seeking
shelter” from such horrors wherever such shelter
may be found. All these conditions we suppose to
be involved in the very natureof the case which the
above-cited proposition contemplates. They show
that the limitations of the British proposition practi-
cally amount to nothing.

The proposition, then, is that, assuming a declara-
tion of independence and & revolution in Cuba, and
a consequent revolt of the blacks under Spanish au-
thority, and by Spanish instigation, any act of aid or
succor to the Cubans by the United States, howev-
er urgently invoked by them, is, in the view of the
British government, to be regarded and resisted as
alike objectionable and unwarranted.

Now, of this British proposition so stated, before
touching its bearing upon other cardinal points of
American policy, we remark that it sets at defiance
every dictate of humanity, and even of civilization.
What stronger case can be imagined to invoke and
to justify the interposition of the United States than
such an appeal from the people of Cubain a state of
revolution, to save them from general massacre, and
their beautiful island from barbarization at the hands
olf savage and infuriated negroes, thus let loose upon
them ?

It is not our purpose to anticipate the decision eith-
er of the American government or of the American
people upon the question of such interposition by
the United States in the case we have supposed.
That question will doubtless be considered and deci-
ded when the case arises. Our point is, that if Great
Britain can properly denounce berorehand, as unwar-
ranted and inadmiss:ble, such interposition by us in
such a case, thenis there no case whatever involving
our relations with the communities on this continent,
and our action towards them, in which Great Britain
may not, with at least equal right, pretend to inter-
fere and to dictate.

Look at the undisputed facts of the case. Hereis
an igland almost within sight of our coast—comman-
ding the greatoutlet of our principal staple products
—forming naturally a part of the American territo-
rial and commercial system. That island is wretch-
edly misgoverned blylr a European power. By the
showing of the British government itself, the Spanish
rulers there, in addition to what else in their rule is
intolerable, have been for years past, in defiance of
solemn treaties, the confederatesof the African slave-
traders. And yet Great Britain assumes to tell the
United States, that if the Cubans rise against their
oppressors, the United States shall not interpose to
protect them from the sdvage slaughter of a servile
war, excited and instigated for their destruction!

The British government will hardly pretend that
any question can arise in our relations with the com-
munities of this continent of deeper interest to usin
all its aspects then would be the question presented
to us in Cuba by the very case which the above ex-
tract supposes, and in which England thus openly
undertakes to prescribe in advance to us the only
line of policy which it will regard as admissable.
The British dictum is, that when that case arises,
whatever we may think of it, we are to lot the whole
matter alone, under peril of English displeasure if
we move in it. We do not deem it necessary to
waste words upon such a British pretension. We
entertain not the slightest doubt that the whole
American people will, with one voice, repudiate and
repel it. It is hard to believe that the British gov-
ernment has put forward such a pretension seriously
and deliberately. It is still more difficult to believe
that that government will, upon reflection, adhere to
it and maintain it in what appears to be its manifest
scope and meaning. But if such shall be the course
of the British government, then we see not how to
avoid the conclusion, that in matters vital to our na-
tional rights, interests and honor, it will be directly
in conflict with the fixed policy both of the govern-
ment and people of the United States in regard to
the affairs of this continent. The practical effect of
such a collision between the views of the two goy-
ernments need not now to be anticipated,
we should regard it asin a high i
to any democratic administration to suppose that, in
any event, it would consent to surrender one jot or
tittle of that true American policy—the only policy
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MACHINISTS, BOILER MAKERS AND ENGINEERS
People’s Works, '
.3 s Kexsixcroy, Partaveypsra,

OULD ca attention of the citi :
to the Steam Circular Saw Mill':s :é;z:ﬁ; 3%13%&{“’"“
H°8_K & Haywood in Wake County, fen miles from I{nl.:;. r]:;
These _Mxl[s are admitted 1o be superior in EVEry respect gl. ;
any Mills in the United States. The Engine is of the tu’ns‘:
modern style, and fitted with all the improvements for sfety
-pd economy ; among wluclz are MeClintic's “ Patent " Sufety
Valve; and an improved Water Gange to prevent explusion
The Mills have many improvements on the ordinary Circular
Saw Mills, which recommend them to the public. The ad.
vantu bem_g strength, simplicity, and durubility wnd o
rupid feed motion, which ensables them to cut from 80 to 50
feet per minute, running measure, and of any width within
the capacity of the saw. :

We refer to Der. THOS. D. HOGG, | .

Gex. R. W. HAYWOOD, | Baleigh.
= PE)LRY G.hBRlJ CE,
nt for the Sout States

Philadelphin, September T%I'i, 1853. " Htu—‘g

cCLINTIC’ PATENT SAFETY VALVE,

for the crret_'enuon of Steam Boiler explosions, having

been fully and fairly tested b‘y the undersigned, is recons-

mended to all persons using “Steam Boilers ” of whatever

kind, and to the public generally, as the most prompt and

accurnfe Steam pressure indicator and , TIOW in use.

State, county, or individual “rights™ to manufacture or use

the Valve, for ssle on reasonable terms. A working “ Mud-

el” will be exhibited and explained, on application to

) NRY G. BRUCE, Agent.

Raleigh, September 7th, 1853. 8431,

INDIA RUBBER SHOES.—JUST RECEIVED AT
THE LADIES’ SALOON, Norrors, Va., 100 cases India
Rubber Shoes, which is a part ef our Fall orders. Thisstock
of Rubbers is of the very quality, and will be warranted
not to be affected by any temperature of the weather. It
consists of Men's India Rubber Boots, short legs, long legs,
and some exira long 1 for Wading and Fishing.

Men’s India Rubber Shoes, Clogs, Slippers, Sandals, &e,

Women’s India Rubber Boots, tees, kius, Slippers,
Sanduls, Clogﬂ} and Over Gaiters.

Ladies’ fine Indin Rubber Shoes, Slippers, Sandals, &c., of
the most beautiful and delicate make.

A new style of Gossamer Rubbers for Ladies’ have been
just received also at the Ladies’ Saloon. There has never

sen any thing like them out before, and as we are the Agents
for the Manufacturer no other desler in Norfolk or in the
Staies of Virginia and North Carglina ean sell them unless
purchased through our House.

The Merchants of Norfolk, Portsmonth, Petersburg and
Richmond as well as those country Merchants from Virginia
and North Carclina can be supplied at Manufacturers' prices
at the Ladies’ Saloon, with the goods from this celebrated
Factory. They are superior in point of durability, besuty
and style to any others that are now made in this country.

The quods are now open for inspection; and orders are ro-
spectfully solicited. .

The Ladies’ Saloon is at No. 37, Muin street, Norfulk, Vs,
Sign of the Large Plate Glass Windows.

W. H. ADDINGTON & CO.,
~ Norfolk, Va.
" O

September 9th, 1853.
ORFOLK MILITARY ACADEMY.—THE

next session of this Institution will commence on
TrHURSDAY, the 15th of September.
Tenus—Senior Department, #10 and $12 50 per quarter.

Junior and Preparatory Department, TEQ M m
Modern Lan : g4 4 B0 “ “
Payments to be made quarterly in advance.

The building is constructed to accommodate from 250 to
300 pupils. It has a large Lecture Room, with the necessary
Chemical and Philosophical A ug, which has been re-
cently increased by. atest royement in- Ponuematics,
Electricity and B. . The situation is highl? eligible,

ing i it peity, and having an enc ares
dir yi_nlpuﬂ_fnrnllnaodfuluur-

particy wﬂl be mailed on
26, "-?_-'l' Prof. of Matl-
; 8 lmfhly Institute.)

nt Langusge, (Browa
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JARRA‘]‘T"B HOTEL, PETERSBURG, V.—TIE
undersigned hsvmgmud the entire interest of the
Inte proprietors, Messrs. & Hawrnory, is in at his
former post, and to entertain “his friends and the
public. He ¥ stritt atiention to the busipess, to
still maintain the previons reputation which the House bas
3}0 ed, and trusts he will merit and receive a continuauce
that ¢ which it has spe received. Itishis
intention to conduct the House in ,n_;{ty that will placeit

th

: 2
o R '-

upon an equality with the first class Hotels of the Svuthern
mﬂ'l’itry,it“d'.? z tho bmission of no :llutys hi B
Ul ! 8 on nis
er nﬁ oo&lrghla who-may favor him with a nps?I.

3 i S 1 JOHN JARRATT.
September 9th, 1858. = © T 84—1m.
NEW COURT HOUSE TO BE BUILT.
The. gned,Baving been appointed commission-

ers by the t of An: to contract for the build-
ing of a new Court House in'the Town of Wadesborough,
in said Count rill receive pr als for building the same
until the 1st —of O Y . The dimensions of the
bmld.i‘nﬁlni jer _specifications  may be found with the
Clerk of the Cov t of-Anson.,

| ﬁ noeqwkn g

. EDMUND . LILLY, |2

~ N. BEVERLY =

5 ALEX. 2

< s A 9THOR: 8. ’

September 9th, 1853. LAt o 84—3t.
B3O HOP BLOOMFIELD'S MANU-

of justice and permanent
American continent whi
ally proclaimed.

it has go fully and form- |
Wash. Union.

Deep Axp Earxest Trovenr. 1. Itis wi‘a_raat- -Alam

tainment to get the power of close and consécutive:
thinking. No man can do it but with great pains.
It is one of the great ends of education
discipline to confer this power. « =

2. The rom.ufa and other trash of the 1
presses of our day, are hostile. fo this habit. The
excitement of fiction is pleasurab '

wmaspams ing and self dénial. '
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