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A BILL
¥o amend the 99th Chapter of the Revised Code, en-
wtlad * Ruoonme TV ¢ :
REPORT.

The ¢ommittee 6f Finance bave had under consid-
eration the various subjects in relation to the public
Fevenue, and likewise the internal improvement pol-

y of the State, so far as the same relates to, and is
connected with, the public treasury.

To a full understanding of the financial condition
of the State, the committee have thought it most ad-
visable to present in one view (he true state of the
public debt, with the amount necessary to meet the
accruing interest thereon for the next two years,

To that end we lay before you that portion of the
treasurer's report bearing upon the subject, with
such remarks and suggestions ag scem appropriate
to the importance of the questions under consider-
ation :

The State debt, as shown

by the report referred

to, is
Estinated disbursements

for the year 1857,
Estimated disbursements

for 1858,

$5,204,215.40
$150,912.92

477,092.92
—— $929,005.84
Estimated receipts for '57, $387,675 45
Estimated receipts for’5S, 402,113 34

$790,088.79
Showing a deficit for 1857 of 63,25747
. i " “ 1838 of 7-},679.53

Total deficit for the next two years,  § 137,917.05

The commiltee cannot well nnticipate the happen-
ing of any event that will materially affect the above
estimates; but in order to provide the deficit which
will happen in 1857 and 1838, as shown by the es-
timates aforesaid ; and likewise L» provide for such
other demands as may be made upon the treasury,
and save harmless the faith and eredit of the State,
do not hesitate to recommend an increase of the
public taxes.

The question necessarily preseats itscelf, as to the
best mode of equalizing the burdens of government,
80 as to bear fairly and justly upon all its citizens.

The comumittee are fully apprised that there is a
great diversity of opinfon upon this subject, and
have endeavored, as far as practicable, to reconcile
those diverse opinions in the bill preposed.

In the estimates proposed, it is belicved that an
increase of revenue will be realized of one hundred
thousand dollars, which additional sum wowmd place
the treasury in easy circums ances, and mect pro:npt-
ly any obligation likely to fall upon the treasury
within the next two years.

With this purpose in view we propose to increase
the land and poll tax twenty-five per cent,, and all
the other subjects of taxation now embraced in the
revenue law a like increase of twenty-five per cent.
and upward. We are not anmindful of the fact that
there is some uncertainty in any basis of calculation
that can be made, when resting upon contingencies
that cannot be foreacen, but the estimates of that
character are small in amount.

The land and polls are the only certnin and reli-
able source for raising revenue; nevertheless, it
would be manifestly unjust to rely entircly upon
that source. Wealth, in every varicty of form,
ghould be made to bear its ratio in the general charge
and expenditure of government.

The bill which accompanies this report proposes

_ to raisce the tax on land from twelve to filteen cents

on the hundred doliars value; likewise io increase
the poll tax from forty to lifty cents; these twosub-
jects alone will raisc an additional sum of fifty-one
thousand two bundred and seventy-cight dollars,

A further increase on money at interest, dividends
and prolits of four cents, instead of three, as now
provided, would raise some seventeen thousand dul-
lars, and it is believed that if a proper enlistmert
could be obtained of dividends and profits a very
sonsiderable additional amount would be obtained
in that way.

And a further inerease on capital in merchandise
to one-third of one per cent. instead of one-fourth of
one per cent. would raise some fifteen thousand dol-
lars, and a like ratio of increase on all other sub-

“jects of taxation would increase the revenue equal
to, if not considerably over, one hundred thousand
dollars, .

It will be perceived that in the above estimates no
mention is wade of dividends arising from_works of
internal improvements, while it is believed our pub-
lic works are in a healthy and sound cond:tivn, and
must, in a short time, be in a situation to declare
considerable dividends. Still, from their very na-
ture, they are subject to so many casualties, and
their dividends so Huctuating it would be much
safer to transfer their income to a sinking fund, to
ineet the principal of the public debt as it falls due.
The treasury would then rely upon the land and poll
tax, money at interest, dividend and profit, mer-
chant's tax, &c., as a sure, steady and reliable fund
to meet the State's liabilitivs.

The bouks and vouchers in the comptroller’s of-
fice are in course of examiuation, and will be repor-
ted on as soon as finished.

The cominittee take pleasure in saying, that the
dutivs in the office of the public treasury, which of
late have beeome very laborious snd responsible,
have been discharged by Mr, Courts in a manncr
that cntities him to much cred t for the commend-
abie zeal Gisplayed in preserving the faith and credit
of the State.

If the Lill reported by the committee be adopted
theré can scarcely Lie a reasonable doubt of realizing
therefrom at least half & million of dollars as a per-
manent source of revenne; a sum amply suflicient
to meet all demands likely to fall upon tae treasury,
and leave a large amount by way of dividends trom
our public works, to be applied as the wisdomw of
the Legislature may determine.

All which is respectfully submitted.

GEV. . BOYD, Chairm’a.

AMENDMENTS.

Skc. 24, to read:

There shall be apnually lcvied upon all real prop-
erly, with the improvements thereon, including en-
tries of land, fifteen cents on every hundred dollars
value thereof.

Sec. 8d, to read :

If any person shall sell his real property, and shall
have no estate within reach of the sherill to satisly
the taxes imposed thercon, at the time when they
become demandable, the Jand shall be bound for the
same; and the land shall be bound in like manner
for all the taxes, both real and personal, due from
the original owner.

Sec. 4th, to read:

Upon every free mule, between twenty-one and
forty-five years of age, a tax of lifty cents; and up-
on every slave of cither sex, between twelve and hif-
ty years of age, a tax of lilty cents shall be paid Ly
the owner; unless when the owner may be a8 non-
resident, then the hirer shall list and juy the tax :
Provided, howerer, That the county court may cxe
emnpt from a poll tax such poor amd infirm persons,
and disabled and msare slaves, as they 1y declare
and recortd to be fit chycets for ox mption: Prove-
ded, further, Thal tue tax isuposcd by Liw for the
Insane Asylim of Notth-Coo na, of one and three-
fourth eents on exiry hundret doilars worth of land,
and five and one-funrth cents on evar y wxable poll,
iz hereby discontinued

Skc. Hth, to read: .

Upon each toil-gate of a turnnpike road, a tax of
ffteen dollars shall be paid by every owner, and a
tax of five dollars per gate by every person who
may be peymitted to erect gales across a highway :
and a tax equal to seven times the lergest toll by the
owner demanded upon every public ferry; snd a
tax of fiftcen doilars on every toll-bridge.

Sec. 6th, to read : 5 s L

' rv stud-horse or jack-ass, let o ma
forn;p;:i:et“nytu of six dollars, unless the n!uc of
the highest season for one mare shall exceed lh.'slrl.
sum. in which case a tax of the highest price sha
be |1Iaid, and they shall belisted by resident owners.
Owners residing out of the State, of such asare
kept within the same to be let to mares, shall pay
the tax forthwith to the sheriff of any county in
which the animal may stand ; ag\d in case of l'mlurﬁ
to do so, the sherefl shall forthwith distrain am_i se
it for the tax.

Sec. 19th, to read : ) . s

Upon every dollar more than six dollars of net in-

tere:-!:. not pr{:viourﬂ listed, either recgwed dur!ng
the year next prwet.{ing the first of April, or during
¢hat time accrued, or converted into principal lodu
to become s interest bearing subject, (whether de-

]
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mandable or not,) an money owed by solvent debt-"

ors, wherever they may reside, & tax of four cents.

Sec. 20th, to read 8

. Upon every dollar more than six dollars of net di-
vidend msmﬁt, not previously listed, actually due
or recei Huring the year ending on the said first
day of April, upon money invested in steam vessels
of 1“'8.“'?' tons burden and upward, or in sfoeks of
any kind, or in shares of any incorporated or trad-
thg company, -whether in or out of the State; and
herein ghail be inchded all bank dividends, bonds
and certificates of debt of any other State or coun-
try, or of any public corperation created by this or
any other State, a tax of four cents.

Sec. 224, to read:

Upon every hundred dollars employed in buying
and selling slaves, a tax of thirty-three and one-third
cents; upon all sums of one hundred dollars and
upward, employed in ony other specics of trade, a
tax of Lwenty cents; whether these trades be carried
on with cash or upon credit.

Sec. 234, to read ;

Upon each sulky, giz, buggy, baronche, carriage
and other pliasure vehicles, 1 use by the owner, or
by his consent, of the value of fifty dollars and ap-
wards, there shall be paid a tax of one per cent. up-
on the value thereol.

(2.y Upon all gold and silver plate and ornamen-
tal jewelry in nse, axcept ornamental jewelry worn
by females, of as great value as twenty-five dollars,
one and one-fourth per cent. on the value ; on cach
go'd wateh in use, one dollar and twenty-five cents;
on each silver or other watch in use, thirty cents:

(3.) On each harp in use, two dollars and fifty
cenis; on cach piano-forte in use, one duliar and
fifty cents;

(1) On every pistol, except such as are used ex-
clusively for mustering, and on every bowie-knife,
one dollar and: twenty-five cents; on dirks and
sword canes, sixty-five cents: Provided howerer,
Thit of said arms only such shall be taxable as at
sometime within the vear have been used, worn, or
carricd about the person of the owner, or of some
other, by his consent :

(3.) On all licensed retailers of wines, cordials, or

spirituous liguors, thirty dollars ; on all gold headed |

walking canes in use by the owner, one dollar ; on
all silver headed walking canes inuse by the owner,
fifiy cents:

(6.) All keepers of houses of public entertain-
ment, ‘whose receipts amount to one thousand dol-
lars or less, shall pay a tax of ten dollars, and one-
halfl of one per cent. additional tax on all sums over
that amount ; Provided, That nothing herecin con-
trinedshall autnorize the keepers of such houses to
retail spirituous liquors, without taking a license to
sell the same from the county courts, angd paying
lax for the same: ;

(7.) On cach public billiard table, one hundreid
and twenty-five dollars, except when there are more
than one kept by the same individua!, in the same
room ; in that case, a tax of one hundred and twen-
ty-live dollars shall be paid on the first, and sixty-
five dollars on each adiitional table ; on each private
billiard table, twenty-five dollars:

(8.) On each public bowling alley, commonly
eatled nine pin or ten pin, or by what other name
called, thirty dollars; and for each additional bowl-
ing alley, tificen doliars:

() O euach livery stable, twenty-five dollars:

(10.) On cach pack playing cards thivty-five cents,
to be paid by the seller; and every merchant, shop
keeper, retailer, inn or ordinary or wvern Keeper,
or public dealer in goods, wares, nrd merchandise,
or other thing, sha!l list the number of packs he
may have sold during the year?

(11.) On all pedlers of patent soap, medicines for
kiliing crows, chinchies, and other vermin, for the
curing of head-ache, tooth-ache, or cornx, and ali
patent medicines, razors, razorestrops, a tax of ten
dullars in everg county in which they may so ped-

Pdle:

(12.) On each mortgage deed, marriage contract,
and decd instrust, made to seeure debts and liabili-
tics, which shall be registered, onc dollar, which the
register § pay ; the register shall not be obliged
torecord any such deed, nLoless the tax thereon is
paid to him ¢ and he =hall endorse thereon tiie pay-
ment of the tax and shall render on oath to the

i sher fl at the same tinfe other taxables are listed, the

number of such deeds by him registered in the pre.
ceding year, and pay over 1o the sheriff at the time
of listing other property, all sach moneys by him
reccived, under the penalty of one hundred dollars;
and the sheriff shall account for the samne, as other
public taxes:

(13.) On each marringe license, the snm of one
dollar, which shall be paid by the clerk; and no

| clerk shall issue such license, unless the tax there-
| on shall be paid to him; and he shall render on

oath to the sheriff at the same time other taxables
are listed, the number of such licenses by him grant-
ed in the preceding vear, and pay overto the <heritf
at the time of listing other property, all such mo-
neys by him received, nider the penalty of two hun-
d&red dollars; and the sherilf shall account for the
same, a8 other public taxes :

(14.) The taxes herein imposed on retailers, or-
dinaries and inns, and tavern keepers, podlaes, Bil-’
liard tables, bowling allays, and livery stables, shall
annually be paid in advance to the sheriff of the
connty, who shali grant a lieense for the same. The
appiicant for license to retail spirituons liquors, or
to keep an ordinary or inn, having tirst obtained an

order thercfor, as provided in the chapter entitled, |

“ordinaries and inns ;" amd any pergon offending
again=t this provisions, shall pay a double tax, to be
colleeted by distress,
See. 24th, ta read : 5

On every anerchant, merchant tailor”or jewcler
who shall #ell goods, wares and merchandise, (other
than ready made clothing,) onc-third of one per
cent., anel upon the amount of purchase of ready
made clothing of every kind, (whether for male or
female,) one per centl. upon his capital.  Oa every
merchant, apothecary, drugaist, or other dealer, con-
sigree, or agent, selling ac wholesale or retail, spiri-
tuoas liquors, wines, or cordials not of the mann-
facture of this State, seven per cent., and upon those
made in this State, six per cent., upon the capital so
employed, to be paid by the geller,  On every mer-
chant or apothecary seclling drugs, medicines, or
nostrums, as agent of the owaer, it a non resident,
thirty-three and one third per cent, of the value to
be paid by the seller. On every commission mer-
chant, two per eent. on the commissions received by
him. On every auctionecr, five per cent. upon the
value of all goods sold by him: Provided, That no
tax shall be levied upon sales made under an execu-
tion, or order issning from any court, or from a jus-
tice of the peace, nor by an executor, administrator,
or trustee, The capital aforcsaid shall be the ag-
gregate sum of the purchases of goods, wares and
merchandise, made within the year preceding the
first day of April, and herein shall be included the
amount of the purchases of goods, wares and mer-
chandise, and spirituous liguors, or other thing, not
herein particularly enumecrated, whether of this or
any other State. The commi-sions received by cach
commission merchant shall be computed by the same
time, and also the amount of such articles not of the
manufacture of this Siate, as are scnt here to be
soid by the consignec or agents of the owners. Ail
distillers of spirits of turpentine shall pay an an-
nual 1tax of three dollars on every distillery of a ca-
pacity of ten barrels and under. On cvery distillery
of a capacity between ten and fifteen barrels, anan-
nual tax of four dollars and fifty cents. On every
distillery of na eapacity between fificen and twenty
barrels, an annual tax of six dollars and fifty cents.,
and on cvery one of a larger eapacity than {wenty
barrcls, an annual tax of twelve dollars and fifty
centg,  All the tax contained in this section shall
be listed on vath with the sherilf and paid as mer-
chant's tax.

Sec. 26th, to read :

Every such merchant, merchant tailor, jeweler, or
dealer in spiritnous liquors, engaged in business in
any county on the first day of April, shall apply %o
the sheriff of such county, and on paying the tax
on his capital eslimated as aforegaid, (the amount of
which he shall swear toin an affidavit subseribed

and made befogg the sheriff)) shall take a receipt !

therefor, and be allowed ta carry on his business.
Sec. 27th, toread: 7 T

Every person opening such stare afigr the first
day of April shall pay the tax, or shall exacute and
deposit with the sheriff a bond with good security,
payable to the State of North-Carolina, to pay the
tax on the amount -of all his purchases, inclading
his present stock, also, including amount of purchase
of spirituous liquors, to the first day of April next
succeeding, and therefor shall take from the sheriff.
a receipt for such tax or bond, and be allowed to
carry. on his business.

Sec. 28th, to read :

Every wholesale, commission, or retail merchant,
merchant tailor, jeweler, or dealer jn spirituous li-
quors, who shall sel!any goods, wares, merchandise,
or spiritvous liguors, without first taking the receipt
of the sheriff, as in any of the foregoing sections of
this chapter is provided, shall pay an additional tax
of one hundred dollurs, which the sheriff shall col-
leet forthwith by distress, with the other tax im-
posed on such merchant,

Sec. 20th, to read :

There shall be paid in advance to the sheriff of
ench county a tax of forty dollars by every person
who shall offer for sale or peddlein that county, any
riding vehic'e not of the manufacture of this State,
and on all horses and mules brought into vhe State
for sale, whether by citizens of the State or others,
there shall be paid to the sheriff a tax of twelve dol-
lars and filty cents for each county in which any
sale of such horses or mules may be made: Pro-
cided, That when any person shall offer for caleany
vehicle purchased for his own use, be shall not bo
suhject to the above tax.,

Sec. 30ih, to read :

Every person, (whether by agency or otherwise,)
enguged in buying and selling riding vehicles, not
of the manufacturc of this State, shall pay an an-
nual tax of one per cent. on the sums of their pur-
chases of such riding vehicles forthe year preceding
the first day of April, in like manner as merchants
and merchant tailorss And every manufacierer of
such riding vehicles shall pay in like manner as mer-
chants and merchant tailors, atax of one-hailf ofone
per cent, on the sums of their purchases of any
pieces or parts of such riding vehicles bonght eut of
the State.  And all other manufacturers, of whatso-
ever calling, shall pay a tax of enc-half of one per
cent. npon the suwms of their purchases made ‘out of
the State,

Sec. 35th, to read :

Every person who shall prove to the court that
he is of good moral character, and that he is a na-
tive or naturalized citizen of the United States, shall
be entitled to such order from the connty court, and
on paying to the sherilf of the county fr which the
order was granted, a tax of forty dollars, and tak-
ing a receipt therclor, specilying the purpose and
county, may peddle in that county for one year,
cither on land or water, artic.e<, parts of machinery
or other thing ol the kind mensioned in the preced-
ing scction: Procided, That when such licensed
peddler shall peddle altogether on the waters on the
south side of Albemarle sound, and tributaries en-
tering that side of the sound, (Roanoke and Cashie
excepted,) he shall pay a tax of six dollars only :

(2.) That any person may frecly peddle live stock, |

(exeept horses and mnleg) vegetables, fruits, ovsters
or fresh tish, the growth or produce of the United
States. :

(3.) That any person a citizen, and for twelve

moiths a residdent of the State, may freely peddle !

ks, charts, maps, philosophical appartus and
music prints,

(4.) That twoe persons shall not ppddle nnder one
license ander any pretense of being partners

(3.) That no licensed peddier shall sell any goods
or other thing at auction without incurring the duty
on aculion saes.

(6.) That any person who shall procure houses
for carryinz on a tempo ary sale of goods, at one or
more public places in the State, shall be deemed a
llt'dtjll‘l'.

Sge. 30, to read,

On surgeon dentists, practicing physicians, prac.

ticing lnwyers, State and county ollicers, persons in

the employment ol ineorporated or private com- !

panies, or of other individuais, aml ail other persons
(except ministers of the gospel) whose praetice,
salaries, or fees, or all of them together, shall yield
an annual gross income of five hundred dollars, there

sha!l be levied a tax of five dollars, and for all sums |

over live hundred dellars, there shall be levled one
per cent.
Sec. 40th, to read:
Upon each license to attorneys to practice law in

the county or superior court, fifieen doliars, to be |
paid at the time of obtaining license, to the elerk of |

~the SUmreHe sk sumuch thereof gy may be !ni-l
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And when the same tract or body of land shall be
in one or more districts, the board, where the owner
resides, shall agseertain the value of the whole tract;
and if the owner resides in neither of the districts,
the board where the greoter part may lie, shall value
the whole. And the board shall annex to their re-
turn of their valuation the following -affidavit, sub-
scribed by them, and sworn before and certified by
some justice of the peace: * We,rolemnly swear
that the foregoing valuation of land, with the im-
‘provements thereon, and privileges thercto attached,
made by us, is, in our judgments and belief the ac-
tual value thereof in cash; and thatin making the
same, we have endeavored to do equal justice to the
public and to the individuals concerned : so help us,
Gd." x
Sec. 7Tth, to read :

In like manner if any one shall be charged with
more poll or other suhj: et of taxation than he is ha-
ble for. the court shall direct the clerk to render

a true account thereof: a statement of all which
l certiticates sogiven shall be returned to the comp-
troller, who shall credit the sherilf with the amount
of the same.
Sec. 1CTth, to read :

The sheriff, and all reccivers of public moneys,

shall yearly gettle their accounts with the comptrol

| ler, between the last day of June and the first day
| of Ocivber, (unless where the seitlements of such
| persons may be especially airceted to be made in
| another manner, or at another time,) so that it may
be known what sum cach one ought to pay into the
treasury ; and the comptroller shall forthwith 1eport
to the public treasurer the amount due from each ac-
countant, setling forth therein (if a sherilf aceount)
the amount due from the sheritl to each fund : apd
therefor the treasurer shall raise an account against
such person and debit him accordingly.
Sec, 110th, to read:

The sheritf shall return, upon oath, to the conrt
of pleas and quarier :essions of his connty, at the
term next precedicg the time at which he may settle
with the comptrolier, a list of all moneys which he
may have received from the cicrks of court, or as
double taxes, from taxes imposed on unlisted pro-
perty, or on merchants, merchant tailors, jewelers,
licensed retailers by small measare, houses of publie
entertainment, ordinary or inn keepers, billard ta-
bles, bowling alleys, stage players, slight of hand
performers, rope dancers, tumblers, wire dancers,
cireusriders, equesiriau pe: furmers, exhibitors of na-
tural or a:titical curivsities, apothecarics, droggists,
non-resident, owners of stadiorses aml jackasses,
+ horzes and mnles brought into the State for sale, sel-
lers of carriages, buggics, and other riding vehicles
manufacturers of riding vehicles,on the sams of the
| purchases Lought out of the State of any picces

| or parts of such riding vchicles, and on all other !

manufacture's, upon th: smns or amount of their
purcthases made ont of the State podlas, bro-
kers, insurance companics, agencies of banks in-
corporated out of the State, exh bitors of menageries,
s.ngers, dancers, ethiopian serenadus, performers
for reward on mus’eal instrioments, amd other ex-
hibitions for publ'e amvssvest, dealers inspir-
itaous  liquors, livery tables, turpentin:  distil-
lers, county registers, anctionvers, cominis-ion mer-
chants, and on any and all othur subjects fur which
he ought to account.
Sec, 113th, to read :

The €lerk, on application of the hievilf, shall de-
{liver'to him a true abstract of such reinen, which
the sheriff shall deliver o the comprroller when he
settles his accounts,  And if any sierdVshali fuil to
deliver such abstraet to the comptroller, the comp-

is liable one thousind dullars, and so repoirt his ac-
count to the treasurcr,

That persons who shall sell one g=llon or less of
spirituous liquors, wines, or cordial<at any une time,
shall be deemued retaslers, except matnfactuiers and
druggists, and other persons whe may svil lor medi-
cinal purpeses, and merchants whose investinents on
the same shall exceed live humdred dollars, whe
shall pay six per cent. ou the amwvunt of their in-
vestments,
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to the clerk at Ralcigh, shall be pail by him into
the public treasury ; and so much as shall be re-
ceived by the elerk at Morganton, shall be expended
by him under the divection of the conrt, in the pur-
chase of books [or the Iibrary at that plice; ani the
clerk shall be entitled to six per cent. for receiving
and accounting for said money.
See. 415t to read :

Upon ail insurance companies in this Siate, an an-
nual tax of one hundral dollars; and upon all ine
surance compan‘es incoiporated out of the State,
an annual tax ol one iindred dollars for each connty
in which an agency may be estabiisheld; the tax

troller shall add to the taxes for wiceh ~uch sheriti

1857.

sent to the Senate transmilting appointments for
commissioners for the Lunatic Asylum.

On motion of Mr. Humpheys, the committe on
public buildmgs was requested to inquire into the
expediency of adopting means to warm the rooms
of the eapital,

Mr. Hill, of Halifax, offcred a resolution that the
House take a recess each evening from hall past
five until seven, and set until 10 o'clock.

Mr, Outlaw epposed the resolution,

Mr. Hill, of Stokes, moyed to amend, by inserting
five o'clock, which being accepted by the mover, the
resolation was adopfed—yeas 77, nays 20,

propriately reforred.
Townville, in Granville eounty,

Coal Mining and transpartation company.

Mr. Leach, of Davidson, a bill to incorporale the
Bank of Lexington.

Mr. Mcares, a hill to incorporate the Vulean min-
ing and manufacturing company.

mininz and mannfacturing company.

Mi. Meares, a bill to incorporate the Excelsior
mining and manufacturing company,

Mr. Pearson, a bill to lay off dnd establish a road
from Childsville to Piedimont springs, in Yancey,
Watauza and Burke counties.

Mr. Johnson, a bill to amend 85th seectidn, 54th
chapter of the Revised Code, eoncerning slaves,

Mr. Bynumm, a bill to regulate the fees of clerks
and masters in equity, on the salg of real estate.

Mr. Rumnley, a bill to incorporate the Carolina
City steam navigation émmpany.

Mr. Davidson, a bill to require sheriffs and other
officers to advertise sales in the newspapers.

Mr. Bynum, a bill to incorporate the Gulf and
Morrison Railruad company.

Mr. Sharpe moved to reconsider the vote indeli-
nitely postponing the bill relative to the coupon
bonds of the North-Curolina Railvoad Company.,

Mr. Baxter opposed the reconsideration.  le con-
sidercd the House ought not to Le woubled any
more with this company’s alfairs; they oonglt to re-
ly on their own resources.

Mr. Bridgers supported the motion in order to
! have an opportanity to amend the bill,

| After some remarks from Mr., Sharpe, in support | G :

{ . ) - herry ere s - - LTt

l of his moUon, Mr. Lewis, of Wake, sjinke in favor | Mr. Cherry offered resolut:ons in favor of William
|

of reconsideration., as the interests of the State
| were sa deeply involved.

Mr. Erwin supported the motion, on the ground
of this road being a great State work.

Mr. Leach, of Davidson, supported the motion,
but did not consider it a party guestion,

The motion to reconsider was adopted, yeas 61,
. mavs 49,

On motion 6f Mr. Leach, the bill was referred to

the joint seleet commitice.,
. The House rejected several motions to make spe-
' cial orders of the day in favor of coertnin bills,

On motion of Mr. Hill, of S:tokes, the bill to in- |

corporate the N. C. and Piedmont Railroad com-
pany, wag ordered to be printed. The adjourned
i debate npon the Mechanie’s lien bill was resumed,
Mr. Benbury withdrew his amendment offered on
Saturday, and offered a substitute, giving contract-
| ors a prior claim,  Rejected,

Mr. Hester moved as an amendment, that Law-
| yers be held aceadntable for bad advice to clicots,
- Adoptea. =iy -

Mr. Scott effered an amendment, which was ac-
cepted by Mr, Lewis.

Mr. Benbury very strongly opposed the bill,
| Messrs. Erwin and Jones advocated the jassage

of the bill.

Mr. Waddell offered an amendment confining the
operation of the bill to corporate towns, which he
afterwards withdrew, but it was renewed by Mr.
Long. _

M. 1131, of Halifax, moved to lay the bill on the
table, which was adopted-—yeas 62, nays 49.

The special owler of the day bLeing the bill to
[ amend the charter of the Wilmington, Charlotte

and Rutherford Railroad company,

Afr. Menras addiressed the Iouse in support of the
- 3

B e T
SENATE.
Moxnay, Jan. 12, 1857.

' Mr. W. II. Thomas, from the committee on inter-

nal improvements, reported favorably to the bill
providing for the western extension of the N, C,
railroad.

On motion of Mr. Clark, this bill was made the
order of the duy for Thursday next, 12 o'clock, at
which time the Senate will resolve itsell into a com-

! mittee of the whole un the consideration of said bill,

shali be paid in advance to the sherill of the county |

where the company may transact its business; and

if the tax be not paid 9 advanee, the same shall be |

two humlred dollars, which the sheritl shall forthwith
cullect: ench express company shall pay a tax of
ten dulamis for every county in which an office or

- . - )
ageney  shall be established, and in case of filure |

to pay the sherill in advanee, a lovfeiture of a double
tax shail be imposed by the sheriif: and on all agen-
cies ol Lanks incorporated out of the State, a tax of

Mr. White of Gaston, asked that the repert on
the western extension be printed. Cencurred in.

Mr. Thomas also reported on_several tarnpike
roasds, i ;

Message received from the Ilonse of Commons,
transmitting appointments of directors for the lo-
natic asylum, and asking the concurrence of the Se-
nate. Concurred in.

The bill to establish the county of Alleghany was

. talien up on its second readir o

tive hundred dollars; the tax shall be paid i advanee
to the shesill, and in case of failure, shall pay a |

a doutietax,
Sie. 420, toread :
Upon every company of circus riders or equestrian

pcrlul ners, and 1y l:\ful_\' company or person, w ho |

tor reward sha!l exhibit any coilection «of animals
common!y known as 1 managerie, an annual tax fort
cach connty, wherein they may exh:bit, of seventy-
five dollars.

See. 434, to read

Upon every eompany of staze or theatrieal players,
slight of hans perlormers; rope-dancers, tumblers,
wiredancers, or company exhibiting for reward, ar-
tficial emiosties of any kind, (models of vseful in-
ven:ions exer pted,) and on each one of such persons,
when tiey perform or exhrbit alone, an annual tax
for cach county wherein they may exhibit, of lorty
doilars ; and where (wo or more companics joiu to-
gether, fifty dollars for cach company thus cennect.
ed; aud upon every person or company -exhibiting
any othier natural curivsity, not already mentioned,
an annual tax for each county whereiu it may be ex-
hibited, of twenty doilars,

Sec. 44th, to read :

Upon every person, or company of singers, dan-
cers, ctheopan serenaders, or performers on musical
instruments, who, for the public nmusement, shall
sing, dance,serenade, or play on musical instrumnents,
for reward; and upon every other publie exhibition
for amusement, exhibited for reward ; and upon every
one who lectures for reward, an annug|, tax of ten
dollars; unless the reward be dévoted fo some lite
rary or charitable ase in the State.

Sec. 65th, to read:

The comptroller, at the public cost shall have pre-
pared and printed forms of tax lists, with all the ar-
icles and subjects of taxation to be listed under
this chapter, orany futnre law, meniioned separately
over the heads of paraliel columng, in which the
amount or quantity or description of each article or
subject to be listed is to be set down ; and he shail
anuually furnish to each connty court clerk, two or
more copies thereof, for each collection district, as
in the opinion of said comptroller may be deemed
necessry.

Sec. €9th, to read:

The clerk, on or before the first day of June next,
alter the ists are returncd, shall return to the comnp-
troller an abstract of the samne, showing the number
of ncres of land and their value, the valuation of
town lots, aud the number of white and black polls,
and specily every other subject of taxation, and the
aggregate tax on the whole. At the same time, the
clerk shall return to the comptroller anabstract of the
lists of the county and poor taxes paid in his county,
getting forth, separately, the number of ‘taxable
white and black polls, the amount paid on each hun-
dred dollars value of land, and also the gross amount
of taxes of every kind levied for county purposes:
and the comptroller, at the public cost, shall furnish
the c'erks with blank forms, and also make out 2
general statement of each subject of taxation paid
in the State.

Sec. T3d, to read:

In estimating the value, the board may call and
gwear witnesses to testify thereto; and they shall
take into the estimate any fishery appartenant there-
to, or used with the land ; nlso.. all’mines ol metal,
stone or coal, or other matter, discovered or suppos-
ed to exist, whereby the price of the land is enhan-
ced ; also, in ascertiining the vaiue of improvements
on real property, all machinery and fixtures for man-
ufacturing purposes, shall be taken into the estimate.

Mr. Paol moved to postpone the same indefinitely,
which was not agreed to—whereupon, a lengthy de-
bate ensned,

The bill was finally rejected—27, ot 19.

Message fremn his Excelleney, transmitting from
the House, accompanicd by a report from Maj.
Gwynn, on the Decp river improvement, with prop-
osition to print,  Concurred in,

Mr. lolt offered a resolution calling on the pre-
sident of the CapeFear and Deep River Navigation

Company, for a report on the fivancial condition of |

said eompany.  Adapted.

Mr. Gorrell introluced a memorial from the Club-
foot and Harlow ereck canal company. Referred.

M. Mills intmduced a bill to establish a normal
school in the county of Polk.

The bill introduced by Mr. [Touston of Duplin, to
remodel the enurts of pleas, was taken up and read
the sccond time.  The bill provides for establishing
courts of pleas, 1o be presided over by county
judges, to be elected by the people.  Authorizes ap-
peals only to the supreme court, &c,

Mr. Eaton vpposed the bill, Tt would be taking
awnay the powers now enjoyed by the county courts
and contrary to the constitution; won'd provide for
the eiection of an additional judicial officer by the
the people.
electing judges by the people worked well; and re-

! ferred to Virzinia and other States as proof of this '

assertion. Mr. E. did not like the prineiples con-
tained in the bill, and objected to it in detail.

Mr. Houston had introduced the bill becausen
change in these courts was demanded.  He had con-
versed with numecrous gentlemnen of intelligence,
and not one had offtred an oljection to his bill.—
Alr. [, could not speak for the whole State; but the
section with which he was acquainted, complained
of the incflicicicney of the present system of the
connty courts. Magistrates, as a general thing,
were not competent Lo preside, thongh he was well
aware they intended to dispense justice, and acted
honestly, and in accordance with their construction
of the law. Mr. H. referred to the tedious process
of obtaining a tinal decision in imporiant cases, un-
der the present law.  His bill took an appeal to the
bighest tribunal, at whose hands a speedy decision
was expected. Mr. H. was readv t» co for any
change to get rid of the abuse now suflered by the
people. Mr. H. denied the charge of its provision
for electing a judge by the people to be unconsiitu-
tional. The eonstitution distinctly referred to judges
of the superior courts, and not o county courts.—
Mr. II. referred to the fact of Judges Badger, Ruffin,
Settle and others, presiding over enunty courts, be-
cause they did it from a love of justice, and this
alone prompted themn to preside over these disor-
ganized bodies. He did not Lelieve that any of these
disinterested gentlemen could be induced to accept
a judgship in any of our comts. lle was willi-g,
and preferred, that the bill shonld be xo amended as
to refer it to the magistrates of each cou for their
adoption or rejection. &

‘T'he bill was rejected—yeas 11, nays 31, ™

My, Gorrell introduced a bill to repeal the 82nd
section of the 60th chapter of the revised code.

The bill to incorporate the Sheplierd’s Point land
company, was read the first time,

Mr. Boyd introduced a bill to repeal the law fix-
ing the time for the mecting of the General Assem-
bly. Referred.

Mr. J. B. Jones introduced 2 bill to incorporate
the Currituck Steamboat Company. Refecred,

Mr. Coleman introduced several menzorials, which
were referred.

Senate then adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

On motion of Mr, Lewis, of Wake, a mcssage was

Mmoo

Mr. E. did not bLelicve the gystem of |

banking intevests of the State, and argued in favor
! oof interpal improvements.  Mr. Meares oceupied the
i attention of the Iouse, until the hour of recess,

' AFTERNOON SESSIONS
The rules were suspended, and the following bills
. passed their second and third readings;

A bill to establish Superior courts in Harnett
! connty.
| A bill to authorize the public treasurer to issne
! coupon bonds of the value of five hundred dollars,
1 A bill concerning the militia of Union eounty.

Mr. Humphrey moved the bill concerning the
i navization of Trent river, be made the order of the
| day on Thursday next. Adopted.

On maotjpn of Mr. Rand, the bill to revise and con-
| solidate the charter a%!w City of Raleigh, was tak-
! en up, and reard the se€ond time.

Mr. Routh moved to amend the bill, by extending
the corporate limiis.

Me. Lewis, of Wake, opposed the amendment and
thought it unjust that those outside of the City
shonld be ealled upon td pay the debt already con-
tracied by tnose within the City.

Mr. Jeukins supported the amendment, and stated
that the greatest pavt of the City debt was contract-
ed purchasing the fair grounds, and argued upon
the justice of taxing all those who received the ben-
efits of the City improvements,

Alr. Lewis replied, and denied the City had been
tuxed for the fair ground=, [t had been purchased
. by subseription.  Mr, L., at great length, opposed
the extension, and urged a great variety of objec-
tions aeainst it.

Mr. Jenkins replied to Mr. Lewis, and insisted
that the City subseribed $2.500, and commented on
the remarks made by Mr. Lewis, and very earncstly
advoeared the passage of the bill, as an act of jus-
tice to the tax paying citizens,

- Mr. Routh made a short, but effective speech, in
i support of the bill,

Mr. Bledsos opposed the amendment, and in con-
| clusion, offcred one, to execpt the citizens outsile

from paying any part of the present city debt. Re-
| jeeted.

i Mr. Ronth'’s amendment was adopted,

The bill passed its second reading—veas 73,
{ nays 27, i '
The roles were suspended, and the bill read the
! third tine.

Mr. Bledsoe offered an amendment, leavine the
qnestion 1o the citizens of the city and subuibs,
which he afterwards withdrew.

Mr. I1ill, of HMalifax, moved an amendment, relat-
ing to the number of commissioners, which was
adopted, -

Several amendments were rejected, and the bill
passed its third reading.

The House then took a recess until 7 o'clock.

[Evexixe Sessiox.]

Mr. Reeves moved to take up hiz bill relating to
the passage of fish up the Yadkin river. It passed
its second reading. The rules were snspended and
it was put upon its third reading,

An amendment was presented and accepted pro-
viding that the bill shall not interfere with the rights
of the Yadkin Navigation Company.

Mr. Tlall wished to insert **and the rights of
millers.”

Mr. Reeves oppozed this, e said that the mil-
| lers who had wholly dammed up the river were jnst
the persons he wished to dizplace,

Considerahle discussion and confusion nceurred.
| during which several amendments were offered and
| rejected.

Mr. Houck moved that it lay on the table for the
present.  Lost.

Mr. Mabry spoke ageinst the bill. Ife brought
forward several arguments of force why it should
not pass.

Mr. Reeves replied with force and ability, and
made an eloquent appeal in favor of the hill and
against Mr. Hall's amendment. The smendment
waa Jost—yeas 36, nays 37,

Another amendment of similar import was imme-
diately introdnced, :

‘Upon it and the merits of the bill considerable
diseussion was engazed in by Messrs, Pickett,Leach,
Baxter, Jenkins, Scales, and Martin. The amend-
ment was rdopted.

The bill then passed—yeas 59, nays 80,

A motion to suspend the rules and take up the
bill to amend the charter of the Carolina Fenale
College was lost.

Biuis vrox THE CaLExpaRr,

A bill to establish the county of Avery was put

on its second reading.

e i

Mr. Meares, a bill o incorporate the Tuscarora |

The following biils were introduced, read, and ap- |
Mr. Hargrove, n bill to incorporate the town of |

Mr. Meares, 2 bill to incorporate the N, C. Gas |

Messrs. Erwin and Folk gpoke in its fav
Mr. Bridgers against i i e d
' 53.32 gainst it.  The bill passed—ycas 55,
A bLill to extend the power of the Roanoke V-
reilrond company. llrl.‘ollullock cxplain:-‘iel}.:]:ﬁ,{
| Jeet of the bill. It passed its second reading, The
t rules were snspended and it passed its third read-
| g,
A bill to establich the county of Swain w
ed over afier having been r«-mlf i
A bicl to incorporate a military company in the
town of Wilmington passed its secoud and thirg
| readings,
A bill to prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors
 within three miles of Western Carolina Male Col-
lege was put on its second reading. A motion to
| Iay on the table was lost,

Some discussion oceurred, in which Mr. White of
Cabarrus, advocated the passage of the bill, and
Mr. Settle opposed it,

The bill pasved,  “The roles were suspended, and

| the bil paxsed its third reading,

Mr. Hili of Stokes, introduced a resolution econ.
cerning the order of business.  The rules were syg-
pendad and the resolution passed.

A resolution in faver of Sum. Williams & Son was
put on its third roading,

Mr. Mann explained it, and moved to add $20,—

; Amendment lost,

The bill was then prssed—yeas 87, nays 35,

Tne rules were suspended and the bill put upon
its third reading.

On motion of Mr. Outlaw it was referred to a se-
leet committee,

The llouse then adjourned.

SENATE.

Tuvzsvay, Jan, 13, 1857,
A message received from the House proposing to
raise a joint committee for the sale of the coupon
bonds of the N, €. Railroall.

A number of engrosscd bills and resolutions re-
ceived from the House, and read their first time,

Mr. McbDiaimid presented a memorial relative to
the dividing line between Cumberfand and Harnett
countics,

Mr. W. II. Thomas presented a memorial from
certain Cherokee Indians.

Reports from the various committees were read,

Harland, and agthorizing an appropriation from the
literary board to build a road.

Me, MeDiarmid offered a resolution in favor of
Alexander Johnson.

Mr. Nil's offered a resolution, providing for afier-
neon sessions of the Senate.

My Cameron introduced a bill to incorporate the
Hil'shoro® Savings lustitute,

Mr. Grist introdueed a bill concerning fish in Tar
river.

Mr. Martin intrediced a bill to incorporate the
town of Germantown,

Me, Ram-ay intradne d a hill authorizing the late
Shorill of Davie to colivet mrears of nxes.

The hill to imcorpaiate the American gold mining
compnny, read the first time,

Mr. Christian introduced a bill requiring adminis-
trators to pay off the debts of deccased persons, pro
rala.,

The Vil ‘o exter d the time to perfeet titlos to land
heretofore enteied, read second and third times, and
passed,

On motion of Mr. Mills, the bill making an ap-
propriation of S35.000 for the completion of the
Lanatic Asylum, was taken up, and passed its third
realding,

The bill to estaolish a new connty from parts of
Henderson, Haywool and Jackson, to be called
Ratlin, was tnken up and read the second time.

Mr. Coleman read a memorial from eitizens of that
coun'ry, praying the crection of said eounty ; and
Mr. C. advoented, and ably portrayed the necessily

! for the new enunty 3 and was replicd to by Mr, Pool,

-m yery g;lgrqled view of the 1= " 250 O e SR L LA R Bt b
“h Lxiew of the tade #ud | 'luﬂ, that he offered thercto on ‘its sécond reading,

Mr, Bryant also spoke in favor of the hill.
The hill was rejeeted—yens 15, nays 28.
The bill to re-charter the Bank of the State, was

tak=n up on its third reading,

Mr. A. Myers offercd the same amendment to th

My, Hill moved 1o amend the amendment in suly-
stance, to make the demands of the bank on other
banks, payable in the notes of the bank, or its
branches, without reference to their place of issne.
Adopted—yens 25, navs 18, .

Mr. W. R. Myers voted yea on Mr. Hill's amiend-
ment, in order that he might be in the majority, anl
thereby be enabled to move a reconsideration.  1le
was, in fact, opposed (o the amendment,

Mr. A. Myers moved a reconsideration of the
ahove vote, and then moved to lay that motion on
the (able, which latter motion was negatived. The
molion to reconsider then recurring, Mr. Lane ad-
dressed the Senate m defence of a liberal charter for
the bank.

The mation to reeonsider did nnt prevail,

Mr. Wilder then offered an amendment to the 15th
section, taxing vach share 30 cents, to be increased
as exigencies may reguire.  Adopted,

Mr. W, R. Myers moved to amend the bill by
striking out the whole bill, and anthorizing an e¢x-
tension of the present charter to 1860,

The Senate then took a recess.

[AFTERNOON SEssioN.]

The amendment proposed by Mr. W, R. Myers
wis discnssed at leagth, and finally rejected—yeas
23, nays 23,

Mr. lolt moved to amend the bill, by making the
steckholders liable, in ease of the insolvency of the
“bank.  This amendment was adopted—42 to 5.

Mr, Dockery moved to amend the LIl by giving
the State 6U0U shares of stock instead of one-third.
Adopted

The Lill then passed its third reading—yeas 37,
nays 8.

On motion of Mr. Speight, the bill to protect the
citizens of the town of Wilson, was read the second
and third times and passed,

The bill concerning eattle and other stock, the
killing thereof by railronds, passed its third reading.

The Senate then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

The Ilou: e et at 10 o'c'ock.

Several reports were presented from the standing
commmiters,

Mr. Uumphrey offered a resolution anthorizing the
removal! of the public arms from Plymouth and Eliz-
abeth City, to the arsenal at Raleigh.

Mr. Hill; of Stokes, moved to add Newhern.

Mr. Hamphrey refused to aceept the amendment,
and it was withdrawn ; the resolution was adopted,
the rules suspended, and it passed its second and
third readings

Mr. Lewis, of Wake, introduced a bill, authoriz-
ing the Neuse manuficturing company to increase
its capital = ock.  The rules were suspended, and
the bill passed its second and third readings.

The following bills were introduced, read and ap-
propriately referred.

Mr. Baxter, a bill to amend the charter of the
town of llendersonville,

Mr, Pearson, a bill to lay off a public road in
Yancey and Birke counties.

Mr. Ferrcbee, a bill amending an act in favor of
W. AL Abbore

Alr. Melutosh a bill to increase the fees of sur-
ﬂ:yarn.

Mr. Clark, a bill to incorporate the Patterson man-
ufacturing company.

Alr, Green, a bill coneerning collateral descents.

Mr, Southerland, a bill to incorporate Magnolia
male institute,

Mr. Eller, a bill concerning a publie road in Wilkes
and Caldwell. :

On motion of Mr. Erwin, a resolution suspending:
night sessions until Friday next, to give the commit-
tees time to report upon the bills before them, was
adopted—yens 82, nays 23,

Mr. Receves, a bill to incorporate the Dank of
Rockford, Surry county,

Mr. Geniry, a bill to ascertain the federal popula-
tion of Asheesunty and the proposed county of Al-
leghany.

On wotlon of Mr. Seales, the Rockingham Coal-
ficlds railroad charter, was made the order of the
day for Montlay next,

Mr. Reeves introduepd a bill mnending the aet ine
eorporating the Yadkin navigation company.

The unfinished busincss of ycs'erday was taken
up, being the bill to amend the charter of the Wil-
mington, Charlotte and Rutherford railroad com-
pany.

Mr. Meares resumad his remarks in favor of the
bill. e took a view of the great advantages to be
derived from this improvement, not only to Wil-
mington, but to the State at large, and complained




