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fcfCOUBASEMENT TOAMERICAN POETIC
TALENT!

$3 00 PREMIU3I.
'IPKESSE0 as I am with thm controlling influence
vhie>i h ex«rcwea by the fine arts upon rh^direc-
-adJesuuy ul human affairs, it has given uiein-

plexsure to witoess the bounriful manner in
.. j. from timet > time, painting and statuary have
i encouraged and rewarded by tbe Councils of the

.;j a.

jit. while thi< acknowledgment is due to the dis-
and w irthy patrons of these noble art*. it is

|. -jual source ot huuii iatiou and sorrow to l>ehold
v irem apathv and indiffereu e with which thev

jt re.otrl the incomparably more valuable cre-

|. is of poetry.
i'. jw them a-lorn th* wall?, of the Capitol with the
¦un-revelations ot the pencil, and decorate the
:. ijruun is vvitii the costly chef d'oeuvres of the

,a? °;?,'a °f i'CKHl whi'h will he hailed and
lade I by all as a cheerin? pledge of the progress

r-naement. But, whilst they lavish their thous-
si- upo:, these immobile products of canvass and
-j.e and br,,nze. they offer no reward for the more

i.if.1, more enduring and renowned ovations of he
,\o fostering hand from these high places has

-r yet invited the ITomethan tire of poetrv to ani-
tu»i history of our couutry, which, with all its

: Qony ot form and » onder of proportion, lies asleep
. iui the humble vault of Mount Vernon, ready to
rn-rate life and beauty at the first kindling toucn

g nial inspiration.
' U W°.rk °f suPcrero?ation to introduce
-pro-ft that crowd the record? of the past to show
* u-h'V® " ,? sUllds the " divine art" of
,.j U hat are all the paintings, statues, and rega-
.of U'rsailles of lontainbleau, and the Tuilcries
a imi with the " Marseilles Hymn ?" What the'
a,' v p»nepiy of gold and gems "heaped up in the
. rot London; what the collections of the Royal
.,,ay or even the time.hallowed shrines of West-

f: . : r Abbey whon compared with the songs of
i»m..and biblen and Campbell ? Or what has the
- taat we would take in exchange for " Hail Co-

fiabia and the " Star-Spangled Bann*r?" Well

'r3M h nU?U 8,Ule,m*a exclaim, ''let me but
.t- the ballad* of a nation, and I care not who

l:»\e«iu laws."
Ur as the living, breathingman is above the cold

marble that is made to represent him . as
r as the rmant skies of summer are above the per-

V-Vf Chl,uvass t0 *[hi'"h the pair,tor has transferred
. feeble resemblance, so far is poetry above all

1*r art* tn;kt have their mission to cousole and ele-

Y'ai,J in"Pire the immortal mind of mau.
.1 view of these facts, and considering the lament-

paucity ot patriotic songs in my distinguished
1 beloved country, and with the hope of being the
nnie means of a proper public feeling upon this in-

^ebvnl»F,JUet»» h!iVe Educed to Offer, and
- rebj otf-r, the sum of five hundred dollars as a

.¦¦a wr the best .National Poem, Ode, or Epic.
lbe rules which will govern the payment of this
ue as follows:

- I have selected (without consulting them) the
,Pe.ons to act as judges or arbiters of the

'T thus offered, namely :

;b" Pr-8iJe»t of the United States,
'i '',1 ^ Nicholson, of Tennessee.
T(0D ySumn«r> of u. 6. Senate.

'n. h _»L T. Hunter, do
.

,J- .'as. C. Jones, do
. "i ^Chandler, of U.S. House Representatives.

1wn. Addjson ahite, dedo

.a.D. T. Dnney, dodo

.jn. John y. Kennedy, Seeretarvof the Navy.h- John U . c. Kvaus, of X«w Jicxy. 7

f- Tho<. iaunders.
J"*ph liales, 1

CrOQ^' rof the Pres3,

I*;jWm'S1", ,le1ry» nfthe Smithsonian Institution.
- l<Jen, late Treasurer of the United States.

)i "ut er' K: iscopal Church,
v.. .

ur,e-» Presbyterian Church.
rU Mr" I,

. Methodist Episdopal Church.
, Th

^°nelan, Catholic Church.
Wov or uny tl,ree them, are

on rv /° m,*et at the Smithsonian Insti-
;~uj

>ef'on<i Monday of December next, at such
M eiamii m.a7 al>P< int, and there proceed to read

-n r.> vjv,'T e, Various poems which may have
u':.;

' aufl t0 determine which of them is

t^-br i),n ,'nou< a",J d'-serving of the prize. And I

t
to P*y the sum aforementioned

yrr<on
^""ever they shall present to me as the

'«.* Xwi.?n,i^ TrUten wilbin the lime prescribed the

j'.,a »n-,f k
Htriotic Poem, and upon the represen-

*i 411
°r s . aa American citizen.

^hiai»/!?mmuui^U<«»s must l>e seat to me at

;ub»-r
Q ,P°;st-paW) before the first Monday in De

WKh a ful1 au(l CrtmPlete oonvevancc of
...

<-;nt to me and my heirs and assigns fbr-

>*.6, i bind and obligate myself to sell the
: rri.^nt t° as soon as practicable, for the
.«.- T'r .r1'.e' to irive the pnxe«ds to the poor of

'0 \'n ^ ;l3h»igton.
:r.i- *h.'oS0eiu Mlli ^ considered as subject to this
14 "oi.,

s not ha»e been written subsequent
anJ ^ceived befon* the first Monday in

R. W. L VTHAM.
PgB 1Q^ 1SbZ fob 17.

%*** Type and Stcreoty]*e Foundry
I i/th^Cribe^ Wn"ld cal1 thc attention of Printer
. P**tly reduced prices ofthe prese nt list

:-T nn* offer
30 cts.

»IM.-a. 30 '.

LjH Primer 34 «

Minion 4S cts.
Noupare.il 58 "

Agate 72

Diamond 1 GO "

w
.

1 Qg37 " 1 Pearl...--
^iirtvi-r 42 4i 1 DiamondJ->r»ined t) spare no expense m makiin^^ ^p*rtect as pos--ib^le, :y
.ebrated"*r''y cot up a complete set ot the J ~£neii*h, to

T h Cut Letter, from Diamond to h gthey particularly invite attention.
_ ^lately made numerous add

theirf t Fancy Types, Borders,
States;v^rtment is now unrivalled in the ^a*

. , pre.
^1 their improveil methods of castings

^ Rm«»tal. enable them to furni.-hto insure satifaction. n*.llevs.. ^itim» Presses, Cases, Stands, Cha.
_ 0f.>ntiu2 Ink. and every article used in a prmU g.*- mn^tantlv on hand, at the lowest rates.^""^wd-hand l>resse», and Type used only.-tin ?. at reduced prices.

. otoreo->v*k5. Pamphlets, Music, TaWs* 4c.5 A^>^i *ith correctness and despatch.^ R. ?T^imen Books will be sent to Printers whoaLke orders. L. JOHNSON & CO,<iec 2#. No. 6 Sansom ftreei.

G. L. GIBERSON,
Attorney and Coun»elier-at-Law«

PRACTICES in all the Courts of the District, andatteads to the prosecution of Claims before Con¬
gress and the Executive Departments4^" Office on Louisiana avenue near Seventh streetjan

HOUSEKEEPERS' GOODS.
JOHN M. DONN & BROTHER have just openedand arranged a handsome assortment of Goods
suitable for the season, viz :

Parian Marble ':Oods
Papi?>r Miche and French pointed do.
French China and lieriiu Iron Goods, as Cups
and Saucers, Mugs, Cardstands. and Match
Boxes, Dresden China, very handsome, Bas¬
kets aui Work Boxes, Portable Desks, &c.

PLATED GOODS.
Tfandsome Castors, Muirs Tea Sets
Card and Cake Baskets, Goblets, Forks and

Spoons
Mustards, Salts, and Napkin Rings.

LAMPS,
Solar. Etherial, Hall. <fcc

BRONZED GOODS.
Fenders, Dogs, Shovel and Tongs, Spittoons
Candlesticks, Candelabras, liatracks, LookingGlasses.

LOOKING GLASSES.
Very lar^e gilt frame, mahogany, and walnut
Looking Glasses, Bracket Tables.

FURNITURE.
Soveral handsome painted Chamber Sets, very
cheap and t^ood

Bureaus, Sofas, Extension Tables
Chairs of many paKerns and shapes and mate¬

rial
Bedstead, Beds, Mattresses, and Feathers in

the bag
China, glass, stone, and crockery Ware in

quantities, a large stock, well assorted, and
cheap.

JAPAN WARE.
Toilet Sets. Candlesticks. Cake Boxes
Brushes, Woodware, Iron Ware
Clocks oAs-veral varieties and patterns, 30
hour and 8 day. Our stock is certainly the
most complete of any kept in the District or
perhaps at any other place.

We invite a call from persons in want ofarticles in
the line of housekeeping, and we flatter ourselves
they can be accommodated at our establishment
promptly and at as reasonable prices fbr the quality
ao at any other place.

JOHN M. DONN & BROTHER,
Pennsylvania avenue, bet. 10th and 11th sts.

dec 30.tf

GREAT MEDICAL DISCOVERY!
"TXTIT1I such testimony, no stronger proof can be\ \ given, unless it be trial ofthis wonderful Hamp¬
ton's Vegetable Tincture.
Let the afflicted read! read!

Barrbllville, Allegany County, (Md.,) )
May 4,1652. j

To Messrs. Mortimer <£. Mowbray:
Dear Sirs: In justice to Dr. Hampton's Vegetable

Tincture, I wish to iuform you that I was taken sick
on the 3d day of January last, with an affection of
the stomach, bowels, and kidneys. I was attended
by four eminent physicians for more thau two
months.all to little or no effect. I had some know¬
ledge ofthe great virtue in Hampton's Tincture from
one bottle which my wife had taken two years
since.

I came to the conclusion that I would take no
moremedicine from my physicians, but try the
Tincture; and I am happy to inform you I had not
taken it two days before I felt its powerful in¬
fluence upon my stomach. I have continued using
the Tincture.and am now able to leave my room, and
can eat any common diet without much inconve¬
nience or pressure on my stomach.
The afflicted or their friends are daily visiting me,

to learn of the great virtue there is in this Tincture
of Hampton's.

I expect to send you several certificates in a few days
one especially from a young lady who has been con¬
fined to her room twelve months, with a disease of
the head, affecting the brain.

Respectfully yours, E. W. HALL.

On the permancy of the cure hear him. Still
another letter from the above !

Baruellville, Allegany County, (Md.,) )
October 13, 1852. /

Messrs. Mortimer <£¦ Mowbray:
Dear Sirs : I am happy to inform you that this

day finds me in the enjoyment of good health, by
the use of your Hampton's Tincture and the blessing
of God. I am enabled to pursue my daily avoca¬
tions a3 usual, and I have a great desire that the
afflicted should know the great curativ powers of the
Tincture.

I am, with respect, yours, E. W. HALL.

T11E ALMOST MIRACULOUS CURES made by
Hampton's Vegetable Tincture on our most respect¬
able citizens.meu well known and tried.we chal¬
lenge the world to show anything on record in medi¬
cine toequul it. Many hundred* who havefelt its heal¬
ing powers bear the same testimony.

Baltimore, July 6, 1852.,
Messrs. Mortimer <£ Mowbray : Gents : Last Sep¬

tember I was attacked with erysipelas, from which a
dreadful ulcer formed on my right leg. Getting bet¬
ter of this, last November 1 took a deep cold, which
led to what my physician toid me was bilious
pleurisy, which left me with a constant, deeply-seat¬
ed, and painful co'igb, having no rest day or night,
and constantly throwing up from my lungs a thick
matter. I bwatne much emaciated, growing weaker
every day, and keeping my bed the greater part of tL+i
time. My friends thought I had the consumption,
and at times 1 was also of the same opiuion. At this
stage of my disease, after having tried many and va¬
rious remedies, without success, a friend advised me
to try DR. HAMPTON'S VEGETABLE TINCURE,
and procured me a bottle, which 1 now pronounce the
greatest medicine I ever took. Before 1 had taken
half the contents of one bottle I felt much im¬
proved; and now, having taken but two bottes, my
cough and pains have entirely left me, and I am ena¬

bled to attend to business. I can truly say that,
with the blessing of God, I have been restored to
the health I now enjoy by the use of this most in¬
valuable medicine. Yours, WESLEY ROCK,

Schroeder, near Saratoga street.

Portsmouth, (Va.,) Aug. IS, 1851.
Mr. J.E. Sir: Whi.e I am in general

opposed to Patent Medicines, candor compels me to
state that I have great confidence in the virtues
of Hampton's Vegetable Tincture. For several
months past I have used it in my family, and in Dy
onepwa. lo*s of appetite, dizziness, and general de¬
bility. with entire success. So far as my experience
extends, therefore, I take plwure in recommend¬
ing it to the afllicted as a safe and efficient, remedy.18 VERNON ESKRIDGE.

DR. MORRIS'S
A lit1-D Ispeptic Ellxer.

ri^inS medicine has been in use for several years1 and so creat are its curative virtues that ?nany
cases which were considered incurable have been per¬
manently cured by the use of one bottle of the Elix-

er*Manv persons are afflicted with uneasy and pain¬
ful feelings after eating, in all such eases the use of
the Elixer. according to direction will give the. nigh-
est satisfaction, giving relief immediately and In a

few days effecting a permanent cure.

Infants teething are often attacked with spells of
vomitine. The Elixer on occasions of this character
is the mother's best friend as a few light doses re¬

stores the stomach to its wonted healthy tone.
In short no individual or family should be without

soinva'uable a medicine
, p.^,-Sold bv C. PTOTT & CO, cor. of, th street and Penn.

avenue: W. ELLIOTT, ctfr. of E and 12th street;
PATTERSON A NAIRN, cor. 9th and ^avenu e

E. C. CABRIKGTOJT.
Attorney and Cou«Btller-at»Law.

PRACTICES in all the Courts of the District, and
attends to the prosecution of Claims before Con¬

gress ?in i the Executive Departments
Office, east wing of the City llall.

fe.h 17.

R. H. LASKEY,
Attorney and Conn»eller-at-Law.

PRACTICES in the Courts of the District, and
prosecutes clitims of every description before the

several Executive Departments and before Congress.
Office on Louisiana avenue near Sixth street.

dec 30

THE STUDENT:
A Family Miscellany and Monthly School-Reader.

EDITED BY N. A. CALKINS.
fl^IIIS work has now entered upon its SixthVolumeI with more flattering prospects than ever before.
Its objects.Physical, Moral, and Intellectualimprove¬
ment- have been so successfully carried out, as to
meet the unqualified approbation of its thousands of
readers. Beiug so arranged as to adapt it to every
member of the family, from the child to the parents,
it occupies a broader field than any other Magazine
extant, and is emphatically The Family Miscellany.

T1IE SUBJECTS
Treated in its pages embrace The Sciences, including
important discoveries; History, with the leading
current events of nations, countries, and of individual
acts; Biography of distinguished persons, illustrated
with portraits; Natural History, embracing descrip¬
tionsand illustrations of Beasts, Birds, Fishes, Insects,
Trees, Plants, Fruits, and various productions of na¬
ture. These are enlivened, and rendered more inter¬
esting by pleasing facts, historical incidents, and illus¬
trative anecdotes. Besides all this, appropriate Music
s given, to gladden the happy home with pleasant
songs.

OUR MUSEUM
Is a feature which attracts much attention from the
young and old. This is filled with mental curiosities
composed of gems of knowledge, embracing both lite¬
rary productions of the presentday and relic offormer
times, as found in philosophy, science,history, belles-
lettres, and anecdotes. Among its varieties may be
seen origin of words, of sayings, questions from corre¬
spondents, their answers, also enigmas, puzzles, wit,
and pebbles uncommon picked up along the shores of
reading.

THE PLAN OF THE WORK
Is unlike any other before the public. Several page6
are devoted to articles in prose and poetry, from the
ablest writers, embracing subjects of interest for the
older members of the family, and the advanced classes
in chool. The Ioath's Department contains narratives
to each valuable moral lessons, relating to habits,
conduct, etc.; also, travels, natural history, and arti¬
cles on scientific subjects, adapted to the capacity of
the young. For Children a few pages contain articles
with easy words and simple ideas, to teach some mo¬
ral iesson or fact in history or nature. Teachers and
Parents will find a portion devoted to useful suggest¬
ions relating to their duties and responsibilities. A
Record of Lvents, embracing a brief summary of the
news, from month to month, is given. It3 Literary
Notices of books, etc., will acquaint the reader of the
publication and character of new books, particularly
ofsuch as are suitable for the family, the student, or
the school library.

A MONTHLY SCHOOL READER
Is one of the leading characteristics of this work. It
is adapted to classes of different grades, and furnishes
fresh and entertaining matter every month, thus im¬
parting to the pupils a variety of useful information
that cannot be obtained from their school books,
while it develops a taste for reading. Its utility in
this respect has been thoroughly proven, and hun¬
dreds have testified to its superior usefulness in the
school-room.

THE AIM OF THE STUDENT
Is to develop intellect, interest and instruct themind
enkindie a love for such learning as will be practically
useful in life. While its pages breathe a high moral
tone, and inculcate none but pure principles, they will
be free from party and sectarian prejudices, endeavor¬
ing to do the greatest good to the greatest number.

THE STUDENT
Is published on the first ef each month, containing
thibty-two large octavo pages, with numerous illus¬
trations, on the following

TERMS, IN ADVANCE:
Single copy 1 year...$7 00 I Eight copies one yr...$o 00
Five copies " 4 00 | Fifteen copies .' 10 00

POSTAGE ON THE STUDENT
To any post-office in the United States, when paid
quarterly or yearly in advance, is only half a cent a
month, or slx cents a year.

4*5^ Sample numbers will be sent gratis, when de¬
sired. Please address all letters, post-paid, to

FOWLERS & WELLS,
131 Nassau-street, New York,

N. B..Editors, Postmasters, Teachers, and Clergy¬
men. are respectfully requested to act as agents for
this work. jan 14.

fTa-tucker,
MERCHANT TAILOR,

UNDER NATIONAL HOTEL,

IS FULLY prepare-, in his usual style, to supply
his customers and the public with the various

articles of wearing apparel appertaining to a gen¬
tleman's wardrobe.
Members of Congress and strangers, visiting the

city are invited to call and examine his goods, con¬

sisting of Cloths of various grades, colors, and inanu-
tactures, and all sorts of Cassimeres, Ve«tings, Ac. &c.
dec 1(5.

A CHEAP AND GOOD FAMILY PAPEB.

THE WEEKLY PENNSYLVANIA*!
Is published by Wm. H. Hope, at 78 South Third

street, Philadelphia, at the low price ofONE DOLLAR
A YEAR.

This Journal will contain each week, Twenty-
eight long columns of choice reading matter, compris
ing gems of original and selected Poetry, Tales, Politi¬
cal and Literary articles, News both Foreign and
Domestic, the proceedings of Congress and our State
Legislature, and a full and complete Weekly Summa¬
ry of'the state of the Philadelphia Markets. In Jact,
the Weekly Pennsylyaman will contain everything
calculated to make it an acceptable Family "\ miter.
To tt ose who have been in the habit of reading

the Pennsylvaician, it is unnecessary to say this
Journal will maintain the reputation it has hitherto
borne as a National puper, freely and bold'y defend¬
ing the Constitution and the Union against the attacks
of the fanatics of the North and the disunionitts of
the South. The cardinal principles of the Democratic
Par y will be maintained in all their freshness, vigor,
and purity; and no departure lrom our cherished
doctrines, winked at, or innovation tolerated.

It h&8 been our continued effort to make the Demo¬
cratic masses a reading people, and we are pleased to
find that they are becoming more and more so every
day. But our desire is to make them still more stu¬
dious.
Our Democratic friends throughout the Union, are

called upon to aid in increasing the already wide
circulation of the Weekly Pennsylvania* ; by so do¬
ing, they will not only be helping us, but also aiding
in circulating Democratic truths that will produce a

glorious result. That our readers may be persuaded
to help us, we offer the following inducements:

TO CLUBS.
We will pend to one address.
Six Copies for Five Dollars-
Twelve Copies for Nine Dollars.
Twenty-four Copies for Sixteen Dollars.
Fifty Copies for Thirty Dollars.

Single Copies One Dollar.
MS' No Orders trill be attended to units* accompa

nied by the Money.
A.kirew Wm. H Hop*, Publisher of the Weikley

Pennsylvania*, No. k South Third street, Philadtd
phia.

DAILY EVENING STAR.
SAB1-WADIN0 EXTBA.

Vake, lady, Take! the moon are high,
The twinklin' stars is beamin';

Yhile now and then across the sky,
A me-te-or are streamin'!

"Vake, lovely von! the sky are clear,
Refreshin' is the breescs,

It blows my nose vile I sets here
A fiddlin' 'neath the treeses!

Vake, Sally, dear, the bull-frog'a note
Are heard in yonder rushes,

And the warbling treetoad swells his throat,
Singin' in them are bushes.

Take, Wenus, mine! the vippervill
Sings on that rail fence yonder,

Vhile the owl pipes forth his hootin' shrill,
(Vhy don't she vake, I vonder 1)

Softly on the grassy lea,
The moon her beams are pourin',

The stars look down and wink at me,
(By gum! if Sal ain't snorin'!)

Vake, Sally, vake! and look on me,
Avake! Squire Nobbin's daughter;

If I'll have you, and you'll have me.
(By George, who threw that vater!)

Oh! cruel Sally, thus to slight.
(Here comes the bull-dog now!)

" Bow-ot* ! bow-ow!" he's got a bite!
Ge-ee-tout! "Bow-ow! bow-ow!"

FILIAL AFFECTION.

A French officer going to rejoin his regi¬
ment, took the opportunity, while on the
road, to enlist some recruits with whom he
wanted to complete his company, and had
got several in a city where he had halted.
Two days before he determined to march
from the city, a young man of very grace¬
ful figure and pleasing aspect presented
himself. An air of politeness and candor
prepossessed every beholder in his favor,
and the officer at the first interview wished
to engage him, while with the utmost pre¬
cipitation he offered to enlist. The officer
perceived his embarrassment, and tried to
remove it. *

"Ah, sir," said the young man, "do not,
I entreat you, attribute my disorder to any
base or shameful motive; but perhaps you
do not choose to engage me, and in that
case dreadful indeed will be my misfor¬
tune."
Some tears escaped as he uttered these

I last words, and the humane officer, eager
to relieve him, demanded to know his con¬

dition.
"They will, perhaps, disgust you, sir,

and I cannot propose them without tremb¬
ling. I am young. You see my size. I
have strength and every disposition to serve

but the unfortunate circumstances I am in
compel me to set a price upon myself, which
I am confident you will think is too exorbi-
taut, though I can offer no abatement. Be¬
lieve me, that without the most pressing
reasons I would never sell my services. I
cannot follow you for less than five hundred
livres, and you will break my heart if you
refuse me."

"Five hundred !" replied the officer. The
sum is considerable I confess ; but I feel
myself prepossessed in your favor. You
seem well disposed. Therefore I will not
dispute the bargain with you. Here is the
cash. Sign, and hold yourself in readiness
the day after to-morrow."
The young man seemed overjoyed at thus

obtaining his desire, and with great alacrity
signed the engagement.

After receiving his five hundred livres, he
requested his captain's permission for a
short absence to fulfil a sacred duty, and
promised a speedy return. It was granted.
But the officer, curious to find out the in¬
tention of his new soldier, followed him,
who, on his part, rather flew than ran to
the prison, knocked eagerly at the door,
which was no sooner opened, than he darted
in, saying hastily to the jailor:
" 1 have here the sum for which my fa-

ther was arrested. Take care of it, but
conduct me to him."
The officer stopped a moment to give him

time to go alone to his father, and then fol¬
lowed. But how affecting was the scene
that presented itself. The young man

closely embraced his aged father, who, upon
hearing the sacrifice he had made, felt his
emotion too powerful to express.but his
silent, though eloquent language of tears
evinced his gratitude to the Almighty for
giving him so inestimable a son, while pa¬
ternal tenderness mourned the sad extrem¬
ity to which he was driven.
The officer no longer able to conceal his

feelings now came forward and said.
"Take comfort, my good old man. I

will not take your son from you; but on

the contrary, will share with him in the
meritorious action he has performed. I
can never regret a sum he had made so

noble a use of, and here is his engagement
which I return to him."
The father and his son fell at their bene¬

factor's feet, expressing the most lively
gratitude for his generosity; but the son

respectfully declined the offer of liberty,
and entreated the captain to accept of his
services, which with some difficulty he ob¬
tained, representing that his father then
had no employment for him. He joined the
regiment and fulfilled the term of his en¬
gagement. He had always while in the
army, saved a small sum out of his pay,
which he regularly remitted to his father.
and upon receiving his discharge return d
to provide, by his daily labor, for their
mutual support.

A SKETCH.
A mother was kneeling in the deep hush

of evening, at the couch of two infants,
whose rosy arms were entwined in a mutual
embrace. A slumber, soft and still as the
moonlight that fell through the lattice over
them, like a silvery veil, lay on their
delicate lips.the soft bright curls that
clustered on their pillow were slightly
stirred by their gentle and healthy breath,
and that smile which beams from the fresh
glad spirit yet rested on their lips. The
mother looked upon their exceeding beauty
with a momentary pride ; and then, as she
continued to gaze on the lovely sleepers,
her dark eye deepened with an intense and
unutterable fondness, and a cold shuddering
fear crept over her, lest those buds of life,
so fair, so glowing, might be touched with
sudden decay, and gathered back in their
brightness to the dust. And she lifted her
voice in prayer, solemnly, passionately,
earnestly, that the Giver of Life would still
spare to her those blossoms of love, over
whom her soul thus yearned. And as the
low breathed accents rose on the still air,
a deepened thought came over her, and her
spirit went out with her loved and pure
ones into the strange wild paths of life, and
a strong horror chilled her frame as she
beheld mildew and blight settling on the
fair and lovely of the earth, and high and
rich hearts scathed with desolating and
guilty passions. And the prayer she was

breathing grew yet more fervent, even to
agony, that He, who was the fountain of
all purity, would preserve these whom He
had given her in their perfect innocence,
permitting neither shame, nor crime, nor

folly, to cast a stain on the brightness with
which she had received them invested from
His hand, as with a mantle.
As the prayer died away in the weakness

of the spent spirit, a pale shadowy form
stood beside the infant sleepers. "I am

Death," it said, "and I come for thy babes;
I am commissioned to bear them where the
perils you so greatly fear are unknown;

! where neither stain, nor dust, nor shade n-,
can reach the rejoicing spirit. It is only
by yielding them to me you can preserve
them forever from the contamination and
decay of this world." A wild conflict.a
struggle as of the soul panting in strong
agony.shook the mother's frame; but
faith, and the love which hath a purer fount
than that of earthward passions, triumphed,
and she yielded up her babes to the dread
spectre.

"Behold!" said Death, as he touched the
fair forms with his cold hand, and the
beauty of life gave place to a holier and
deeper loveliness; "behold, the smile ot"
innocence is now forever sealed; they will
waken where there is neither blight nor

tempest." And the benign power, whom
we call the spoiler, took away the now

1 perfected blossoms of immortality to the
far off sky.

Fidelity..Never forsake a friend when
j enemies gather thick around him.when the
world is dark and cheerless; this is the
time to try thy friendship. They who turn
from the scene of distress or offer reasons

why they should be excused from extending
their sympathy ani aid betray their hypo-
cracy, and prove that selfish motives only
prompt and move them. If you have a

friend who loves you.defended you when
j persecuted and troubled, be sure to sustain
him in adversity. Let him feel that his
kindness is appreciated and that his friend-

i ship was not bestowed upon you in vain.

An "excited" young gentleman, to
show his agility, jumped from the express
train going at the rate of forty miles an

hour, on the Fitchburg road, a day or two
since, and the last seen ofhim he was doing
"flip-flaps" at seventeen hundred revolutions
a minute, while the air was chock full of
dickey strings, gaiter boots, hair, and torn
linen.


