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May 2©th, 18SO. It was impossible to properlyenlarge the foundation with the fund* grantedin the Joint Resolution of June 14th, l%Tt». A
careful estimate of the cost, which accompaniedthe original project, amounted to about

fllOO,(H>o, and accordingly by the Joint Reso-
uilon of June 27th, 1»76. a further sum of
$H4,00<> was granted to complete the foundation.This rroved to be more than sufficient,
as the foundation cost but $91,474.
As completed ttie new foundation covers two

/ *nd a half times as much area, and extends
thirteen and a half feet deeper than the old one.
Indeed the bottom of the new work is only two
feet above the levei ofhigh tides in the Potomac,wiiile the water which permeate* the earth of
the Monument lot stands six inches above this
bottom. The foundation now re~-ts upon a bed
>f rtne sand some two feet in thickness.and this
sand stratum rests upou a l>ed of boulders and
travel. Borings have been made in this graveldeposit for a d*-pth of over eighteen feet without
pacing througn it. and so uniform is the characterof the material upon which the foundationrest# that the settlements of the several
Corners of the shaft have differed from each
3thtr bv only the smallest subdivisions of the
Inch. The pressures on the earth l>eneath the
foundation are nowhere greater than the experiencesof years have snown this earth to be
able to sustain, while the strangth of the
masonry in the foundation itself is largely in
excess of the strains brought upon it.

t THE STABILITY
of this base is assured against all natural causes
except earthquakes or the washing out of the
sand bed beneath the foundation.
Having enlarged tiie foundation, the work

upon the shaft was speedily commenced. The
summer of i t*80 was mostly taken up in bujldlngan iron frame within the shaft, preparing
the hoi«ting machinery, and collecting the

frauite and marble needed in the construction,
he first marble block was set in the shalt on

the 7th of August, J **<>, and the last stone was
placed at the level 5<>oonthe9th of August,
l»t>4, thus consuming lour seasons in finishing
the shaft. The top-most stone of the pyramidionwas set on the 6th of December, lb«4.
thus esserftially completing theobeiisk. Minor
additions and modifications in the details of
the interior of the shaft are still to be made,
and some filling, grading, and planting are
required for the terrace, but no work is proposedthat can change the existing appearance
Oijproportlons of the monument.
The masonry constructed by the government

Is the best known to the engineering art, and
the weight is so distributed thaf, subjected to a
wind pressure of one hundred pounds per
square ( >ot on any face, corresponding to a
wind velocity of one hundred and forty-fivemiles per hour, the mon lment would have a
large factor oi safety auainst overturning. The
marble is of the same kind as that in the monolithiccolumns of the Capitol. has a fine grain,
is close and compact in textiue. free from disintegratingimpurities, and in this climate will
endure for ages. #There is not time, nor is this the occasion, to
nter into the engineering details of the construction,to discuss all the strains and stresses

to the several parts of the work, or the factors
of safety against destructive forces. It is suilisientto say, that although the dimensions of
ihe foundation base were originally plannedWithout due regard to the tremendous forces to

Ee brought into play in building so large an obesk,theresources of modern engineering sciencehave supplied means for the completion of the
grandest monumental column ever erected iu
any age of the world.
In its proportions the ratios of the dimensions

of the several parts of the ancient Egyptianobelisk have been carefully followed.
The entire height has been made slightly

greater than ten times the breadth of base, proaucinsran obelisk that, for grace and delicacy
of outline, is not excelled by any of the largerEgyptian monoliths, while in dignity and
grandeur it surpasses jmy that can be mentioned.
Mr. President:.For and 'n behalf of the Joint

commission for the eomple ion of the WashingtonMonument, I deliver to you this column.
President Aithur was then introduced bySenator Sherman. It had been the custom for

the speakers to keep on their hats, but PresidentArthur laid his silk hat at his side, slowly
removed his heavy dogskin gloves and dej>osltedthem in it. Fr< in his inside pocket he drew
his manuscript. He held the paper in his left
band, and k> pt his eyeglasses in place with his
right hand, while he read in a clear and distinct
voice the toliowing address:
The President's Dedicatory Speech.
Fellow Countrymen: Before the dawn of the

century whose eventful years will soon have
faded into tbe past, when death had but lately
robbed this republic of its most beloved and
Illustrious citizen, the Congress of the United
State pledged the faith of the nation that in this
city, bearing his honored name, and then, as
now, the seat of the general government, a
monument should be erected "to commemoratethe great events of his military and politicallife."
The stately column that stretches heavenward

from the plain whereon we stand, bears witness
to ail who behold it, that the covenant which
our lathers made, their children have fulfilled.
In the completion of this greut work of patrioticendeavor, there is abundant cause for nationalrejoicing; for while this structure shall

endure, it shall be to all mankind a steadfast
token of the affectionate and reverent regardIn which this people continue to hold the memoryof Washington. Well may he ever keep the
foremost place in the hearts of his countrymen.
The faith that never faltered, the wisdom that

was broader and deeper than any learning
taught in schools, the courage that shrank from
no peril and was dismayed by no defeat, the
loyalty that keptall selfish purpose subordinate
to the demands of patriotism and honor, the
sagacity that displayed itself in camp and cabinetalike, and above all that harmonious union
ol moral and intellectual qualities wiiich has
never found itsparal.el among men; these are
the attributes of character which the intelligent
thought of th;s century ascribes to the grandest
figure of the last.
But other and more eloquent lips than mine

will to-day rehearse to you the story of his noble
life and iu glorious achievements.To myself has been' assigned a simpler and
more formal duly, In fulfillment of which I do
now, as President of the United States and in
behalf of the people, receive this monument
from the hands of its builder, and declare it
dedicated from this time forth to the immortal
name and memory of George Washington.
He was frequently interrupted by applause,

, and his remarks were received with great favor.
His patriotic conclusion brough the whole assemblageto their feet, hats and handkerchiefs
were waived and cheers loud and long filled the
building. It was with difficulty that the presidingofficer could reeain the attention of the
audience: but when he did he announced the
dedication ceremonies as completed. The
hilled audience hurriedly left the scene, and
tbe procession was promptly tormed.

THE PROCESSION.* At the close of the exercise at the monument
the procession moved from the monument
grounds in the order Indicated below. As the
procession moved salutes of one hundred guns
were fired from the navy yard, tte artillery
barracks and Fort Myer, across the river. The
route to the Capitol was by way of 17th street
to Pennsylvania avenue, thence along the Avenueto the Capitol, where it was reviewed by the
President, who occupied a stand on the east
front. Along yie line of march there was a
large gathering of spectators, and the gaily deooratedbuildings, with tbe banners and flags
floating in the strong wind, formed a frame
work for the military pageant, which was
striking and picturesque. As the lines of the
military passed along, the men muffled in their
overcoats and facing "the keen wind with apparentunconcern, the spectacle assumed some of
the sterner aspects which are associated with
the times of war. As a whole, the civic as well
as the military part of the parade was effective,
and one of the most interesting tbat has ever
been witnessed In this city.

Tk« <to-der of the Procession.
Tbe line nflred in the following order:

THE CHIEF MARSHAL.
Lieut. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, U. 8. A., marshal

of the day, with his personal escort, the First
Troop, Philadelphia City Cavalry, thirty-seven
men. captain, Edward B. Grubb, first lieutenant,J. L. Wilson; second lieutenant, J. E.
Carpenter cornet, Chas. E. K elley; surgeon, J.
W. White; find sergeant, John A. Fell.

I bief oi staff, Bvt. Brig. Gen. Albert Ordway,U t V
Personal aids.Lieut. Col. W. J. Volkmar, U.8- A.; Mr. Linden Kent.
Ald»-de-eamp.Lieut. Col. M. V. Sheridan, U.B. A.; Lieut. Col. James F. Gregory, U. S. A.;Capt. s. E. Blunt. U.S. A.; Mr. Walker Blaine,Mr. Sevelion Brown, Capt. Francis V. Greene,C. «. A ; Col. H. L Cranford. U. S. V.; MedicalDirector J. M. Browne. U. S. X.; Mr. H. GraftonDulaney, Lieut. T. B. M. Mason, U. 8. ?».; Col.Amos Wehster, U. S. V.; Mr. Edward McCauley,Lieut. W. H. Emory, Jr., U. N.;Capt.S. S. Burdett,C. S. \.; Maior Green Clay Goodloe, U. 8.M. C.:Mr. R. J. Dangerfield, BVt. Major Clayl?n McMiehael, l". S. V., Bvt. Major John B.Fasaitt, U.S. V.; Bvt. Lieut. Col. J. P. Nicholson,I s. \ .; Mr. Mills Dean. Bvt. Lieut.Col. GeorgeTrutsdell, U. s. V.; Capt. I. N. Burrltt, U. 8. V.;Bvt. Col. Archibald Hopkins, U. 8. V.; Capt.John M. Carson, U. 8. V.
Honorarv staff representing states and territorles.Alabama,Mr. John H. Morgan; ArkanJ«mes C. Tappan; California, Mr. Thos.V c. Quantrell. Colorado. Major J. V. W*. Vandenfburgh: Connecticut, Gen. C. P. Graham: Delaware.Gen. J. Parke Postles; Florida, Col. Wallace8. Jones; Georgia, Col. Clifford W. Ander*?*}'^li\nols, Gen. Green B. Ran in; Indiana,Col. R. \* McBride; Iowa, Col. William P. Hepbarn;Kansas, Gen. C. W. Blair, Kentucky, CoL

J. B. Cnstleman; Louisiana, Col. Charles A. LarS., °?7 Maine. Gen. John M. Brown; Maryland
** Rogers, Massachusetts, Mr. A. A!

Hayes; Michigan. Col. II. M. Duffield; Minnesota,Col. c. W . Johnson; Mississippi, Col. J. L.
McCaskill; Missouri, lion. J. wT Stone; NeIhrayka. Cot. L. W. Colby; Nevada, Hon. iohn
11- Kinkhead: New Hampshire, Gen. J. N, Patterson-New Jersey, Col. 8. Meredith DickinsonjNew York. Major Alex. H. Davis; North Can>
Una, Mr. Fred Stith; Ohio, Col. C. A. Layton*
Oregon, Mr. E. D. Appleton; Pennsylvania, Col.'
P. L. Goddard; Rhode I&'.aud, Col. F. M. dates*
South Carolina, Col. J. A. Simons; Tennessee'
Gen. A. B. Upshur; Texa«, Col. J. E. Labatti
\ ermont. Gen. William Wells: Virginia, Major
L. Blackford; West Vlreinla, (5ol. Robt White,
\t lsconsin, Gen. J. C. Starkweather; Arizona!
Hon. J. W. Eddy; Dakota, Col. William Thompson;Idaho. Major William Hvndman; Montana.Hon. Marttn Magtnnls- New Mexico, Hon
F. A. Manzanares; Utah, Mr. Humphreys MoMaster:Washington, Hon. C. S.Voorhees; Wyoming,Hon. M. E. Post.

The First Division.
The first division moved in the following

order:
Brevet Major Gen. R. B. Ayres, U. S. army,

marshal.
Staff-Brevet Lieut. Col. Geo. Mitchell, U. 3.

A.: First Lieut Sebree Smith, U. S. A.; First
Lieut Medorem Crawford, U. S. A.; First Lieut

i a
' 4'vSecond Lieut. M. C. Richards,L.S. A.; Second Lieut. W.Walke U S \

secondI Lieut HL.Hawthorne, UaX; Mr L
tJ* VI''DonaId, Mr. W. J. Johnson, Mr. Arthur
u. Addison.

of the 2d U. S. artillery, commandedb\ Lieut. Col. Lxx>mis L. Landon. CaptunsRamsay and Howell, and Lieuts. Gifford,Conklmg ana Curtis.
A battalion of U. S. artillery from Fortress

Monroe^ v a., under the command of Brevet
t ! .- V?LL- L.Livingston; AdjutantMc.Waite,
i.louts. Grimes, Adams, Oyster, Evarts, Massey,
Marsh. Hunter Barney, Stone, Blunt, Cronkhet,Lessep and Lemlev.
FrLa1kBBHamTlton.2d U* S* artillerT.

^atl.lllOTilv2- marine corps, under commandof Capt John H. Iligbee, with Lteuts. Harrlng-StPorter; Russell. Turner and Oilman.
I ne Ancient and Honorable Artillery companyof Boston, 201 men, Capt. AugustusWhitternore;I; irst Lieut., Lieut. Col. E. B'Blasland.

Second Lieut. Lieut. G. II. Gibson; adjutant,I-irst Lieut J. P. Frost, preceded by the Salem
Cadet band.
Governor's Foot Guard of Hartford ConnectivU» ? ,mpn» MaJ- John C. Kinney, Capt. J. C.

ira/U Lieuts T. C. Naedele, J. Robert Dwyer
and F. C. Clark.
The German Fusiliers of Charleston, 8. C., 30

men. Capt. Henry Scliachte, First Lieut. Henry
B. Schroder. second Lieut. H. Fischer.
Richmond Light Infantry Blues of Richmond,

\ a ; organized in 1793, Capt. Sol. Cutchins.
Washington Light Infantry corps of the Districtot Columbia. Lieut Col. William G. Moore

commanding: Captains Dalton, Entwisle, Ross
ami Miller. Lieuts. Sloan. Cash and Dulfy, 120
men, with the corps band.
Washington Continentals, District of Columbia,25 men, Lieut. Vermillion in command.

Second Lieut. W. G. Moses, Lieut. W. E. Clapp
with a drum corps.
Emmet Guard, District of Columbia, 25 men.

Capt \\ . H. Murphy, Lieuts. J. H. Kelley and
r. Dillon.
Washington Rifle Corps, of the District of Columbia,30 men, Capt. Geo. F. Hammar in command,Lieuts. Dunn and Javins, with a drum

corps.
Washington Cadet Coras, of the District of

I olumbia. with National band, commanded by
Minor C. A. Fleetwood, Capt. J. R. Brown, Lieut.
A. L. Alexander.
Capital City Guards of the District of Columbiacommanded by Capt. Thos.S. Kelly, Lieut

J.H.Campbell.National Rifles, District of Columbia, commandedby Lieut. J. O. Manson, Lieuts. G. W.
Evans and . C. Keech, preceded by the 5th
Maryland regiment band. The National Rifles
Cadets, commanded by Lieut Domer, was in
line.
The Lawrence Light Guards, Co. E,of Medford

Mass.. 60 men; Capt. J. E. Clark, Lieuts. J. T.
Coleman and H. M.Smith.
The Detroit Light Intantry.of Michigan; Capt

Chas. Dupont Lieut Geo. W. Corns, 2d Lieut,
H. B. JLotnrop.
The Alexandria Light Infantry, 60 men; Capt

Ge2* A. Mushback, Lieuts. Samuel L. Monroe
and Albert Bryan.Washington'Hlgh School Cadets, of the Distnetof'Columbia; Major Frederiek*Sohon, Capts.
£--s^V,1,amsiwn. W-8. Teel.jr., E. c. ferown,
» Armstrong, preceded by the Charles Co.
band, Md.
The Corcoran Cadet corpa, of the District of

Columbia; Capt. E. C. Edwards.
St John's Academy-Cadet corps, of Alexandria,\ a.; Major W. L. Pierce.

The Second Division.
The second division formed at the monument,

led by MaJ. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, of Virginia,
marshal. Stafl!".Col. Thomas Smith, MaJ. J.
Corn tland H. Smith, Mr. Henry Dangerfleld,
Mr. Bernard P. Green, Dr. Arthur Snowden,
Col. Frederick A. Windsor, Major S. A. Robertson,Mr Barbour Thompson, Mr. Eppa Hunton,

- V Smoot. Mr. J. G. Beckham.
liiis division was headed by the carriages for

the Senators and members of Congress and
others oi the civic procession specially distinguished,arranged in the following order: First
the Congressional commission, orators and
chaplains; second, the Washington National
Monument society, members and ex-members
of the joint commission; third, Col. Casey and
his assistants and a detail of workmen; fourth
the President and cabinet; fifth, the Judiciary;sixth, the diplomatic corps.the
Swiss minister, Col. Frey and his first
secretary, Major Kloss; the Chinese minister
and three secretaries; the Mexican minister,alone; the Colombian minister and
family, the Hawaiian minister, Mr. Carter, wi e
and daughter; the Russian minister and his
first Secretary, Mr. Gregor; the Spanish ministerand nephew, the Japanese minister and two
secretaries, and the French minister and chancellor;and 7th, the governors of states, Membersand Senators and other distinguished people;the District Commissioners, officers of the
army and navy and the Society of the Cincinnati.Nearly all the members of Congress and
Senators were present. Among*tlie state governorspresent were Gov. Stockley, Delaware; Gov.
Robinson, of Massachusetts; Gov. Alger, of
Michigan; Gov. Harrison; of Connecticut and
Gov. Bowen.

thte masoific display.
The Masonic column, which came next was

marshaled by Harrison Dingman, grand marshalof the grand lodge, with the fQllowlng
aides:.L. D. »Wlne, Will A. Short J. C. Dulin,
T. G. Loockerman, Chas. H. Smith and H. A.
Johnston. The line was headed by the FrederickCity band, with twenty handsomely unimembers,under the leadership of C. 8.

The order of the procession was as follows .
vv asblngton Commandery No. 1, K. T.; A. M.
iunman, generalissimo, actg. em. commander;
, ~i V °£u£*general: Dan 1 McFarlan
prelate; \\ . G. Henderson, senior warden; J. H.
olcott, junior warden: H. H. Hazard, recorder;

NV-CromweH, standard bearer; O. 8. Firmin.
sword bearer; J. H. Brogh, warder, W. 8.
Jenk>, M. Hebner, H.K. Simpson, guards; W.E.
Cox, sentinel.

'

1 here were about 70 members In line. WashingtonCommandery was the only Templar organizationpresent at the ceremonies of laying
the corner-stone in 184b.
Columbia Commandery, No. 2..Officers.Jas.

*. Allen, em. commander; E. H. Chamberlin.
generalissimo; Robt Ball, captain general; Geo.

tourer, Wm. Plttis, recorder.
\v lth Columbia Commandery marched the

visiting members from Palestine Commandery.
of I renton, N. J..-James McKiuney, eminent
commander; Jo6. L. Bragg, captain general, and
Th».n? m«nbers from Maryland Commanderyof Baltimore.
r <KKiomac L'ommandery, No. 3..Officers.Jos.
Libbey, em. commander, A. B. Jackson, genntmti:W" L'arby, captain general; / H.

tr^surer, C. F. Shekell, recorder.
De Molay Mounted Commandery, No. 4..0111SomerviUe,em. commander; g a

SheJian, generalissimo; R. T. Helston, captain
general; W. 8. Roose, treasurer.

followed delegates from the Grand Commanderlesof Maryland and Viniinla. Tli«
HnJ ThJ? M"ons of the District were next in

^ u Pa.r o the liue was closed with the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the District.

K-tV°7lon.> E- O- H. Priest;
«
E-G- King; Will A. Short

ti'rJ*-' M R T^ GwSecret
ini ' * Treasurer: John

fc lnrt P h f J"01 T- Addison,Remand E. G Chap.; W. R. Bushby, E. G. Capt
wi d .1' Sojourner. El 8.
KG vli^TCup,5ln: A1.ex- Mckenzie,

y.-, vVii: h xl ernandez, E. G. M. of

asa®.10
DuPont Lodge, of Di Pont Mills. Del with

the following officer*: James K. McOi\llsan
master; Theodore Work, senior warden;^ JohnL/jr nnj Junior warden; L)avid Lo?&u senior dfn
con; Nelson Tallev, j'unior dt^con;' A\ex. Cothj>un,secretary; Joseph Clark; treasurer; pVfMa^ey, iimrishul. Other members present
Henry Steward, Edward Murphy P^th^Cloud, Stephen Cloud, Harry Lodge J^iu«s
Sterling and Samuel Moore.

jMUas

The Alexandria Washington Lodee r>f Aio-.
anjria, Va.j and delegations from frartlDgKHiLodge, No. 3, of Baltimore; St John's Lcni^eJo. 1, of New York city, Worshlpftil Martlr'
^ . H. MacDougal; Past W. M. J. B. Rme »
deacon; John Lowe, 8. warden; A. J PhUlirw' T
warden; E M Shaw, J. deaco^Vn tteytreasurer. Fredericksburg Lodge, Na i of
i rederlcksburg, Va. ' of

Members In the city of Grand Lodge* of variousstates came next In line, and were form

lSsth*i?llo,JlSgJ?rd*r: Gran<1 Tiler ThoJS?
Edwards, with drawn sword; Grand Stewards
Frank N. Carver and Edward Kern, with rodS
Junior and senior wardens of lodges, maateraoflodges, past masters, past grand masters, pa«tgrand treasurers, past grand secretaries! pastjunior grand wardens, past senior grantf wTreasurer,

C. C.bunoanson; Senior Grand WardenJose M. Ysnaga^ Junior Grand Warden
th i

" i?' Jr ' r?Lem pasters, bearingthe lesser lights; Edw. M. Bolster »?Z
val Lodge, No.l; Isaac Birch. Pot^rnac. ^o ?Tho«. H. Young, Lebanan, &o. 7; bww? of
the Great Ligfii, M. J. ioore, oi cS?5Swa
Lodge*,o a; three bearers of silver gobletsJ.M. Eggleston, National Lodge No. 12. bearingthe cup of corn; Chas. R. 8ml(h, B.B.f'ienoh

J Cl^ of ot,; and Williamson,of W ashington Centennial Lodge. No lS
the cup ofwlne- bearer of level, Ira V. HodI
kins, of Hiram Lodge, No. 10; bearer of plumiGeo. P. Bohrer, of»t John's Lodge. NoT ll:
bearer of square, John P. ShslryV6f New J©1
rusalem Lodge, No. fh past grand maateit
dXut^ master, Thomas P. Chlffelle.
Th« Grand Sword-Bearer.Orvllle Drown.
Th« Must Worshipful Grand Master, Myron

M. Parker, supported by the Senior and Junior 1
Grand Deacons.Emmeit C. Elmore and Thos 1
F. Gibbs. . j
Among the visiting Masons in line were John f

F. Miller, past grand commander of Texas; 1
Frank A. Reed, grand commander of Virginia; i
A. F. Chapman, grand recorder of Massa, f
chusetts and Rhode Island: C. F. Catlin- t
past grand commander of Nebraska: J. E. j
Krebbs, past grand commander of Maryland: i
C. C. Isaacs, department grand commander of t
Maryland: J. L. Beall, grand captain general of <,
Virginia; James McCain, eminent commander t
of Palestine Commandery, of Trenton, N. i
J.; Joseph A*diton, generalissimo, and r
J. L. Bragg, caj>tain general of c
Palestine Commandery, of Trenton, N. J.; f
Sir Knight J. S. Carr, of Springfield, Mass.; Sir <

Knight H. Stunkey, of De Molay Commanderv ?
of Boston, Mass.: Sir Knight J. E. Farrar, of j
Haverhill Commandery, Massachusetts; \V*. E. i
Arnold, eminent commander Maryland Com- t
mandery, No. 1, of Baltimore, with fifteen sir (
knights- John K. Thomas, G. M., of Illinois; t
Sidney M. Hedges, of Boston Commandery. 1

Third Division. j
The right wing of this division, which was ,

formed on 17th street, right resting on B, was 1
composed of the Grand Army of the Republic; 1

Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. Dudley, U. S. A., mar.
thai; staff.Lievt. Col. G. C. Kniffln, Lieut. Col- e
E. C. Ford, Major E. W. Clark, Capt. J. B. Tan- I
ner, Capt. Fred. Mack, Capt. S. A. Johnson and 1

Major T. Gaines. £
Naval academy band of twentv-nine pieces. 1

led by Prof. Schoef.
Union Veteran corps (first companv^Papt. M

A. Dillon, with sixty-two rank and tile; dark \
blue overcoats, fatigue cap. 1

George Washington Post, Xo. 103, G. A. R 8

of New York, Gen. M. T. MeMahon; 35 men in s

the uniform of the army. Grand Army of the f
Republic, Department of the Potomac, N. M
Brooks commander; John Cameron assistant ?
adjutant general, followed by the posts as fol- 1

lows: John A.Rawlins Post."No.l, II.E.Weaver *

commander. Kit Carson Post. No. _>. Marcus L. '
Hopkins, commander. Lincoln post, No. 3, h! 1

H. Smith, commander, u. P. Morton Post, No. 1

4, Chas. H. Shoater, commander. George G.
Mead Post, No. 5, John B. Dowd, commander. J
John F. Reynolds Post, No. «, S. E. Faunce, \
commander. James A. Garfield Post, No. 7, J. J

H. Jocbum, commander. Burnside Post, No. 8, '

C. H. Ingram, commander. Chas. Sumner Post, *
No. 9, George M. Arnold, commander. Farra- ?
fut Post, No. 10, \\ .T. Van Doren, commander. 1
his Department would have had out l.OOO

men had the weather been more favorable, but 1

as It was there were some 500 men in the line 1

Being in the uniform of the Grand Armv, and J
carrving flags and banners, they made a 'hand- \
some show. <

Delegation of the Boston I.lsrht Guard, who J
were here July 4th, 1848.Col. George Clark. 1

Jr., C. W. Thompson, F. S. Drake, J. E. Bradley, (

H. R. Danforth and J. W. Wilson.wearing blue \
badges,with "Boston Light Guard. 1848-1885." 1

Delegation of Independent Order of Recha- \
bites, with red sash, blue apron, and cap trim- ?
med with gold lace-S. W. Shoemaker, chief .

ruler. i

Survivors of the eighth batjalion. D. C. volunteers,and Maennerclior, marshaled by A. E. I., i
Keese, who was the marshal of the German di- '

vision at the laying of the corner-stone. Their 1

flags in line, headed by Myer's band. 1
The Journeymen Stonecutter.-.' Association f

Joseph Fanning, chief marshal, and D. Roth- (

well and Jas. Kelly, assistant marshal, with '

over one hundred members inline. Messrs
Charles Sword and John Lyon, who had been !
elected by the association to represent the marbleand granite cutters' organizations on the 1
floor of the House, were in line with their tick- (

ets of admission signed by John Sherman. \
Among the members of this body was William ]
Bivins, one of the original stonecutters em- '

ployed on the monument, in 184a, when the 1

corner stone was laid. '

Brotherhood of Carpenters, No. l, of Washing- !

ton, D. C., and Carpenters' Union, No. '29, of '

Baltimore,Md., the line beingaboui 100 strong,
marshaled by Thomas Galloway, and preceded
by Winchester (Va.) brass band,* with 19 pieces, 1

presented a fine appearance. The organiza- 1

lions had a handsome banner, on which were 1

the implements of the craft. '

The fire department of the District, which (

closed the 3d division, was all out in full dress
parade, with their engines and truck com- (

panics, headed by Chief Engineer Martin ! '
Cronin and his assistants, and made a hand- '

some display, j wo of the companies were '

compelled to leave the line at the commence- 1
ment to attend a fire in South Washington '
but they afterwards rejoined the line near the 1

White Lot, south ot the President's house. 1

THE CEREMONIES AT THE CAPITOL, t

After the procession was dismissed. Repre- t

6entatlves, Senators, members of the Supreme f
Court, the diplomatic corps and invited guests 1

assembled in the Hall of Representatives,where j
the proceedings were continued. Prayer was ]
offered by Rev. S. a. Wallis, of Pohick church, 1

near Mount Vernon. The following oration, by 1
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts f

was then read by lion. John D. Long, of Mas- 1
sac-husetts. i

oration;
President Arthvr, Senators and Representatives i

of the United States: j
By a joint Resolution of Congress, you have 1

called upon me to address you in this Hall today,on the completion of yonder colossal mon- j
ument to the I athcr of his Country, Nolhiug
less Imperative than your call could have \
brought me before you for such an effort. '

Nearly seven and thirty years have passed 1
away since it was my privilege to perform a
similar service at the laying of the corner-stone <

of that monument. In the prime of manhood,
and In the pride of official station, it was not
difficult' for me to speak to assembled thou-
sands, in the open air, without notes, under the
scorching rays of a midsummer sun. But what
was easy for me then is impossible for me now.
I am here to-day, as I need not tell you, In far
other condition for the service you have
assigned me,.changed, changed in almost
everything, except an inextinguishable love lor
my Country anu its Union, and an undying i
reverence for the memory of Washington." On
these alone I rest for in-piration, assured that,
with your indu-gence, and the blessing of Uod
which I devoutly invoke, they will be sufficient
to sustain me In serviug as a medium for keep-
ing up the continuity between the hearts and
hands which luid the foundation of this gigantic
structure, and those younger hearts and hands
which have at last brought forth the capstone
with shoutings. It is lor this you havesummoned
me. It is lor tlihi alone 1 liuve obeyed your
call.
Meantime, I cannot whollv forget that the

venerable ex-President, John Qulney Adams,.
at whose death-bed, in my official chamber beneaththis root, 1 was a privileged watcher thirty-sevenyears ago this very day,.had been
originally designated to pronounce the CornerstoneOration, as one who had received his first
commission, In the long and brilliant career at
home and abroad which awaited him, from the
hands of Washington himself. In that enviabledistinction I certainly have no share; but I
may be pardoned for remembering that, in callingupon me to supply the place of Mr. Adams.
It was borne in mind that I had but lately taken
the oath as-Speaker at his hands and from his
lips, and that thus,as was suggested at the time,
the electric chain, though lengthened by a sinflelink, was still unbroken. Let me hope that
he magnetism of that chain ma3* not even yet
be entirely exhausted, and that I may still
catch something of its vivifying and quickeningpower, while I attempt to bring tothe nieniolt«°J. ^?.biu*ton. tu« remnants of a voice
which is falling, and of a vigor which, I am conscious,Is ebbing away!It Is now, Mr. President, Senators a. 1 Repres$ntft£ive8,more than hull & century since u
voluntary Association of patriotic citizen* iniatedthe project of erecting a National Monumentto Washington in the city which bears
his name. More than a whole century ago indeed,-inthat great year of our Lord which
witnessed the Treaty of Peace and Independence,1,83,.Congress had ordered an EquestrianStatue of him to be executed, "to testify
the love, admiration and gratitude of his countrymen;and again, immediately after his
death, in 1,99, Congress had solemnly voted a
marble monument to him at the Capital, -so
designed as to commemorate the great events
of his military and political life." W ourbelovedrountrv while yet in its infancv, and. I
may add, In its indigency, with no experiencein matters of art. and heavily weighed down
by the great debt of the Hevolutionary War
knew better how to vote monuments than how
to build them, or, still more, how to nay lor
them. Yorktown monuments and Washington
monuments, and the statues of I know not how
many heroes of our struggle for Independence
made a fine Show on paper in our early records'
and were creditable to those who ordered thembuttheir nractlcal execution seems to have
beep indefinitely postponed.
The Washington Monument Association institutedin 1833, resolved that no such postponementshould longer be endured, and proceededto organize themselves for the work

which has at length been completed. Thev h-id
for their firat President the great Chief Justice,John Marshall, the personal friend and chosen
biographer of ashington, whose impressive
image you have so recently and so worthily unveiledon yonder Western Terrace. Thev had
for their second President the not less illustriousJames Madison, the father of the Constitutionof which Marshall was the interpreter
and whose statue might well have no inferior
place on the same Terrace. Among the other
officers and managers of that Association leannotforget the names of W'illiam W. Seaton
whose memory is deservedly cherished by all
who knew him: of that grand old soldier and
patriot, Wiufleld Scott; of Generals Archibald
Henderson and Nathan Towson; of Walter
Jone6, and Peter Force, and Philip Fendali- togetherwith that of its indefatigable General
Agent, honest old Ellsha W hittlesey. To that
Association our earliest and most grateful acknowledgmentsare due on this occasion But
of those whom I have named, and of many
others whom I might name, so long among the
honored and familiar figures of this metropolis
not one is left to be the subject of our congratulations.We all rejoice meanwhile to welcome
the presence of one of their contemporaries and
friends, whose munificent endowments for Art.
Education, Religion and Charity entitle him to
so enviable a place on the roll of American philanthropists,.thevenerable William W. CoreoViMesld^ftmaUy yfcar" Pa*l> our senior

..fifteen years, however, elapsed before
Uie plans or the funds of this Association were
in a state of sufficient forwardness to warrant
them even in fixing a day for laying the firstfoundation-stone of the contemplated structure.That day arrived at last,.the 4th of July. 1B48.

,waa »n tills capital of the naT£®r®been »o day Tike it here be,rRTe',^dthe.re hav® b°t few, if any, days
one desires a descrip"°nof it, he will find a most exact and vivfl

one in the columns of the old National Intelligeneer,.doubUessfrom the pen of that princeof editors, the accomplished Joseph Gales. I

wcall, among the varied features of the long
'recession, Freemasons of pverj- order, with'
their richest regalia, including the precious
ravel and apron of Washington himself; Firenen,with their old-fashioned engines: Odd
ellows from a thousand Lodges; Temperance

societies, and other Associations, innumerable;,
.ne children of the Schools, long aeo grown t-o
nature manhood; the military escort of
^guiars, marines, and volunteer militia from
in partsofthe country, commanded by Generals
Juitman and Cadwaiader and Colonel May,

crowned with laurels won in Mexico,
vnich long ago were laid upon their graves. I
ecail, too, the masses of the people, of all
Masses and sexes and ages and colors, gazing
rom the windows, or thronging the sidewalks.
>rgrouped in countless thousands upon the
Monument grounds. But I k>ok around in vain
or any of the principal witnesses of that imposngceremonial;.the venerable widows of AljxanderHamilton and James Madison; PresilentPolk and his Cabinet, as then constil1'it*.Buchanan, Marcy. John Y. Mason,
alker. Cave Johnson and Clifford; Vlce-Presi

cntDallas; George Washington Parke Custis,
ne adopted son of the great Chief; not foigetAbrahamLincoln and Andrew Johnson,
'"in then members of the House of Representanes.and for whom the liveliest imagination
ould hardly have pictured what the future .had
n store for them. Of that whole Congress there
tre now but a handful of survivors, and probacynot more than two or three of them present
iere jo-day,.not one in either branch of Con-
fress, nor one, as I believe, in any department
>f the national service.
lo those of us who took part in the laving of
nat first stone, or who witnessed the ceremonesqf the august occasion, and who have folowedthe slow ascent of the stupendous pile,
ometitnes with hope and sometimes with depair,its successful completion is, I need not say,
m unspeakable relief, as well as a heart-felt deightand joy. I hazard little in saying that
uere are some here to-day..unwearied workers
11 the cause, like my friends Horatio King
tnd Dr. Toner,.to name no others,.to whose
Jarting hour a special pang would have been
idded, had they died without the sight which
low greets their longing eyes on yonder plain.

I dare not ventureon any detailed description,
)f the long intervening agony between the layngof tiie first stone and the lifting of the last,
t would fill a volume, and will be sure hereiftertoturnish material for an elaoorate monorraph,whose author wiil literally find "sernonsin stones,".for almost every stone has
ts story, if not its sermon. Every year of the
irst decade, certainly, had its eventful and
loteworthv experiences. The early enthusiasm
ivhieh elicited contributions, to the amount of
uore than a quarter of a million of dollars,
rom men, women, and children in all parts of
he land, and which carried up the shaft more
ban a hundred and fifty-six feet almost at a
xuind: the presentation and formal reception
>f massive blocks of marble, granite, porphvry,
>r freestone from every state in the Union and
rom so many foreign nations,.beginning, accordingto the catalogue, with a stone from
jmilker Hill, and ending with one from the
Kmperor ot Brazil; the annual assemblies at
is base on each succeeding Fourth of Julv.with
speeches by distinguished visitors; the sudden
llness and sad death of that sterling patriot
rresident Zachary Taylor, alter an exposure to
lie midday heat at the gathering in 1850,when
he well-remembered senator Foote of Mississippihad indulged in too exhuberantan ndiress;.thesewere among its beginnings;.the
;nd was still a whole generation distant
Later on came the long, long disheartening

aause, when.partly owing to the financial emjarrassmentsot the times, partly owing to the
political contentions and convulsions of the
jountry, and partly owing to unhappv dissensionsin the Association itself.any furthercon.nbutionstailed to be forthcoming, all interest
11 the Monument seemed to flan and die away
ind all work on it was suspended and praeti

aliyabandoned. A deplorable Civil War soon
ollowed, and all efforts to renew popular iuter;stin its completion were palsied.
How shall I depict the sorrv spectacle which

hr.se fir>t one hundred and filty-stx feet
n.theirseemiuglv hopeless, helpless condition!
'ViHi that dismal derrick still standing as in
nockery upon their summit, presented to the
ve of every comer to the Capital for nearly a
l.uarter ot a century* No wonder the un

iiTiitJvbecame the subject uf pitv or
lerision. .No wonder there were periodical
panics about the security of its foundalon,and a chronic condemnation or
he original design. No wonder that suggestionsfor tearing it all down began to be erteramedin many minds, and were advocated by
many pens and tongues. That truncated shaft
ftlth its untidy surroundings, looked only like
hi insult to the memory ot Washington. It
symbolized nothing but an ungrateful countrv
aot destined.as, God be thanked, it still was.
:o growth and gmndeuf, and imperishable
ilory, but doomed to prematuie decay, to dis;ord,strife, and ultimate disunion. Its very
presence was calculated to discourage manv
iiearts from other things, as well as from itself
It was an abomination of*desolation standing
where it ought not. All that followed of collusionand contention iu our country's history
;eemi'd foreshadowed and prefigured in that
lumiliating spectacle, and one could almost
read on its sides hi letters of blood, Divided!
eighed in the baktnee ! Found wantinir !*'
Ami well might that crude and undigested

mass have stood so forever, or until the hand of
nan or the operation of the elements should
nave crushed and crumbled it into dust, if our
Lnion iiadthen perished. An unfinished, fragmentary,crumbling monument to Washington
would have peeu a tit emblem of a di\ ided and
ruined Country. Washington himself would
uot have had it finished. He would have desiredno tribute, however imposing, from either
half of a disunited Republic. He would have
turned with abhorrence from being thought the
lather of anything less than One Country, with
one Constitution and one Destinv.
And how cheering arid how inspiring the reflection,how grand and glorious the fact that

no sooner were our unhappy contentions at an
end, no sooner were Union and Liberty one
and inseparable, once more and, a.s we trust
and believe, forever reasserted and reassured
than tins monument to Washington gave signs
Dftresh Use, began to attract new interest and
iieu effort, and soon was seen rising again slowlybut steadily toward the skies..stone after
stone, cour.-e upon course, piled up in peace
with foundations extended to the"full demand
of the enormous weight to be placed upon them
until we can now hail it as complete! Heiiceloith and forever it shall be lovingly associated
not only with the memory of him in whose
honor it has been erected, but with an <-raoi assuredpeace, unity, and concord, which would
have been dearer to his heart than the costliest
personal memorial which the toil and treasure
ot his countrymen could have constructed. The
I nion is itselfthe all-suflicient and the only sufficientmonument to Washington. The Union

V!'a.ru8t1 antl dearest to his great heart,
'lhe Union in any event," were the most emphaticwords of ius immortal Farewell Address.
Nothing less than the Union would ever have
been accepted or recognized by him as a monumentcomuieusurate with his services and his
lame. Nothing less ought ever to be accepted
or recognized as such by us, or by those who
shall rise up, generation after generation, to do
homage to hi* memory!
For The grand consummation which we celebrateto-duy, we are indebted primarily to the

National Go\eminent, under the successive
i residents of the past nine years, with the concurrentaction of the two branches of Congress
prompted by Committees so often under the
had of the veteran Senator Morrill of Vermont
lhe wise decision aud emphatic resolution of
Congress, on the 2d of August, 1876,.inspired
by the Centennial Celebration of American Independence,and adopted,as it auspiciously happened.on the hundredth anniversary of the
formal sluing of the great Declaration,.that
the monument should no longer be left unfinished,with the appointment of a Joint Commissionto direct and supervise its completion
settled the whole matter. To that Joiut Commission.consisting ofthe President of the United
States for the time being, the Senior Vlce1resident of the Monument Association, the
thief of Engineers of the United States Army
with the architects of the Capitol and the
Treasury, the congratulations and thanks of us
ail may well be tendered. But I think they
will all cordially agree with me that the main
credit and honor of what has been accomplishedbelongs peculiarly and preeminentlyto the distinguished officer of
Engineers who has been their devoted and untiringAgent from the outset. The marvelous
work ol extending aud itrengthening the foundationsof a structure already weighing, as it
did, not less than thirty-two thousand tons .
sixty-four million pounds,.an operation which
has won the admiration of engineers all over
the world, and which will always associate this
monument with a signal triumph of scientific
skill,.was executed upon his responsibility and
under his personal supervision. His too have
been the ingenious and effective arrangements
by which the enormous shaft has been carried
up, course after course, uutil It has reached its
destined height of five hundred and lifty-flve
feet, as we w;e it at this hour. To Colonel Thomas
Lineolqp CasCS^whose name is associated in
three generations with valued military service
to his country, the successful completion of the
monument is due. But he would not have us
forget his accomplished Assistant, Captain
George W. Davis, and neither of them would
have us fail to remember Superintendent McLaughlinand the hard-handed and honestheartedmechanics who have labored so lone
under their direction. °

^-Finis coronat opus. The completion crowns
the work. To-day that work speaks for Itself
and needs no other orator. Mute and'lifeless as
it seems, it has a living and audible voice for all
who behold it, and no one can misinterpret its
language. Nor wi|l any one, I think, lomrer cavi|about its design That design, lJt mfadcL
originally prepared by the Washington architeet,Robert Mills, of South Carolina, and
adopted long before I had any relations to this
Association, was commended to public favor bv
such illustrious names as Andrew Jackson
John Quincy Adams, Albert Gallatin, Henry
Clay, and Daniel Webster. A colonnade encirclingits base, and intended as a sort ofPantheon,was soon discarded from the plan Its
main feature, from the first, was an obelisk!
after the example of that which had then been
recently agreed upon for Bunker Hill. And so
it stands to-day, a simple, sublime obelisk of
pure white marble, its proportions, In spite of
Its immense height, conforming exactly to
those of the most celebrated obelisks of
antiquity, as my accomplished and lamentedfriend, our late Minister to Italv so
happllv pointed out to us. It is not. indeed, as
were those ancient obelisks, a monolith a simrlfi
stone cut whole from the quari7; thiU would
have been obviously impossible foranjth^ ao
colossal. Nor could we have been expected to
attempt the Impossible in deference to Effvntian
methods of construction. We might almcSt as
well be called on to adopt as the emblems of
American Progress the bronze Crabs which wera
found at the base of Cleopatra's Needle! Ajnei?
lea is certainly at liberty to present new models
in art as well as in government, or to improve
upon old ones; and, as I ventured to^sureest
some years ago, our monument to Wasliimfmn
will be all the more significant and symbolfc^n
embodying, <ulit does, the idea ofSu/c^Sid
National motto, E Plukibus Unum. That compact,consolidated structure, with ita countless
blocks, inside tad outside, held firmly la poS-

°,wn weight and pressure, will ever
instructive type of the national strength

n©n grandeur which can onlv be secured by the
"nj°n of-many Into one."

*

J'"<L,1he Hue Arts, indeed, made such advancesm our country forty years ago as we are
to recognise, "it is notimprobablethat a different design might have been adopted;

i n? means sure it would have been
a more effective and appropriate one. There

ample opportunity for thedlsIplav of decorative art in our laud. The streets
«?i\?9ilares of this city and ofail our great cities
® .^rm,e pl,en 'or the statues and architectural

*2 our ^»stinguished statesmen and
soiaiers, and such monuments are everywhere

i ?nd honored. But is not.I ask in all
I T.not the acknowledged pre-emlIo

ather of his Country, tlrst without
kJ?«k!51 ' rn?,reandadequately represented

soaring shaft, rising high above trees
!m?5 domes, and all the smoke and

.?s he ever rose above sectional
PJ5. 8' a party politics, and personal liv
cf,^ifCi?vertopP,n® and dominating all it*

in?s' gleaming and glistening out at
iLS fa.r tls human sight can reach, ar.rivet ins: t lie eve at everv turn,while it

snoots triumphantly to the skies? Does not.does
.«r(^Poat' tllat Colossal Unit remind all who
V\more forcibly than any arch or statue

.^re is one name in American
other names, one character

imSa f k* . Jln a11 other characters, one ex-studied and reverenced beyond all
»h1ieL0Xani'> ' ^ne bright particular star in
L.iMi«RriilV)i>cr i5 -v °f our Armament, whose
u«!i rJ? iF a l>eerl08s lustre are for all men
E?tL ««»IWknever to h® 'oat sight of, never

w «rU?Kefrfed? ur that name, of that charac
lfcTfi? ~that example, of that glorious guiding!&Art K? \i'l l:,slail(llng ou the ver>r Kr»"t

^ashington himself for a monu!r««« i? vho American Revolution, and on the
site which marks our National meridian, will
be a unique memorial and symbol forever.

1 oh, my friends, let us not longer forget, or
even seem to forget, that we are hereto commemorate,not the Monument, but the Man.
i nat stupendous pile has not been reared for
o^'.7a7} PurPose of challenging admiration lor

- 's. n°t. I need not say it is not, as a
specimen ofadvanced uit, for it makes no pretensionto that;.it is not a« a signal illustration
of engineering skill and science, though that
may confidently be claimed for itit is not.

i. ;%i not, as the tallest existing strneturein tho world,.for we do not measure the
greatness of men by the height of their monuments,and we know that this distinction may
be done away with, here or elsewhere, in future
years;-.but it is as a Memorial of the rre-eminentfigure in modern or In ancient historv, tiie
world over,.of the man who lias left the loftiest
example of public and private virtues, ami
whose exalted character challenges the admirationand the homage of mankind:.it is tills
example, and this character,.it is the Man, and
not the Monument,.that we are here to commemorate!
Assembled in these Legislative Halls of the

Nation, as near to the Auniversarv of his birth
as a due respect for the Day of our Lord will
allow, to signalize the long-delayed accomplishmentof so vast a work, it is upon him in w hose
honor it has been upreared, and upon the incomparableand inestimable services he has
rendered to his country and to the world, that
our thoughts should be concentrated at this
hour, ^ et what can I say what can any man
sa>, of Washington, which lias not already been
tendered as familiar as household words, not
merely to those who hear me, but to all readers
of history and all lovers of Liberty throughout
the world. How could I hope to glean anvthing
from a fieid lonu ago so carefullv and lovingly
reaped bv such men as John Marshall and .iare'd
Sparks, by Ouizot and Kdward Kverett and
Washington Irving, as well as by our eminent
living historian, the venerable George Bancroft
happily here with us to-day?

*

Others, many others, whom I dare not attemptto nam.-or number, have vied witli each
other in describing a career, of whose minutest
details no American is ever weary, and whose
variety and interest can never he exhausted
Every stage and step of that career, everv scene
ol t hat great and glorious life, from t he hour of
his birth, one hundred and fiftv-three vears
ago,."about ten in the morning of w llth dav
ot Kebruary i^l-o,'- as recorded in his
mothers Bible,.in that primitive Virginia
farmhouse in the county of Westmoreland of
which the remains of the "great brick cliimnev
of the kitchen' have been identified only
within a few years past,.every scene, I sav of
that grand and glorious life, from {hat ever
memorable hour of his nativity, lnts been
Jraced i

and illustrated by the most aceomla?uie brilliant pens and tongues ol'our

His childhood, under the lovingcharge of that
venerated mother, who delighted to sav that
<feorge had always been a good son,"' who hat>piiylived not only to see him safely restored to

aer alter tiie exposures and peri Isof the Revolutionarystruggle,,hut to see him, in her c-ightvseeondyear, unanimously elected to l»e the
-resident In IVace of the country of which lie
had been the Saviour in War; his primary educationin that "old-field schoolhouse," with
Hobby, tlie sexton of the parish, for his first
master; his early and romantic adventures as a
and-surveyor; his narrow escape from being a
midshipman in the British Xavv, at fourteen
years ot age, for which a warrant *liad been obtainedand his luggage actually put on board a
man-of-war anchored in the river lust below
Mount \ ernon; his still narrower and hairbreadthescapes from Indian arrows and from
trench bullets, and his survival . the onlv
mounted olficer not killed.at the defeat of
Braddock.pt whom he was an aide-de-camptogetherwith that most remarkable prediction
ot the \ lrginiapastor,Samuel Davies, afterward
President of Princeton College, pointing him
out.in a sermon, in 1755, on his return.^t the
age of twenty-three, from the disastrous field of
the Mononguhela.as "that heroic youth. Colonel\\ ashington, whom I cannot but hone
Providence has preserved in so signal a manner
lbrsomelinportantservlceto his country-".who
has forgotten, who can" ever forget, these most
impressive incidents of tiiat opening career bv
which he was indeed so providentially pressedprepared and trained up for the eventfuland Hlu-trious future which awaited him"

still less can any American forget his taking
his seat* soon afterward, in the Virginia House
ot Burgesses,.with the striking tribute to his
modesty which he won from the Speaker.and
his subsequent election to the Continental CongresssU ^Philadelphia where on the 15th of
June, 1 no, at the suggestion of John Adams
and on the motion of Thomas Johnson afterwardGovernor of Maryland, he was unauimouslyappointed "General and Commanderni-UiK'fofsiieb Forces as are, or shall be, raised
for the maintenance and preservation ol*AmericanLiberty. Nor can any of us require to be
reminded oi the heroic fortitude, the unswervingconstancy and the unsparing self-devotion
with which he conducted, through seven or
eight j ears, that protracted contest, with all its
toils and trials, its vexations and vicissitudes
from the successful Siege of Boston his first
great triumph followed by those masterlymovements on the Delaware which no less celebrateda soldier than Frederick the Great declaredthe most brilliant achievements of auv
recorded in the annalsof military action.".and
so along,.through all the successes and reversesand sufferings and trials of Monmouth
and Brandywme and Germantown and Vallev
torge, to'the siege of Yorktown, in 1781
where, with the akTof our generous and gallant'allies, under the lead of Koehambeau and De
Grasse and Lafayette, he won at last thatcrowningvictory on the soil of his beloved Virginia.
Nor need I recall to you the still iK>bler

triumphs witnessed during all thU period .
triumphs in which no one but he had any share
.triumphs over himself: not merely in his
magnanimous appreciation of the exploits ol
his subordinates, even when unjustly and
maliciously contrasted with disappointmentsand alleged inaction of his own, but in repellingthe machinations of discontented and
mutinous officers at Newburgh, in spurningovertures to invest him with* dictatorial and
e\en Kingly power, and in finally surrendering
his sword and commission so simply so sub!
limeiy to the Congress from which he had r£
ceived them.

urnl?e sharply from this summary and
u? » r sketch of his military career ol

which, take it for all in all, its long duration its
slender means, Its vast theatre, its glorious almsand ends and resets, there is no pandieU^TfaL
i0^Cr ? ^ sharP|y ,rom all this, need I recallhim, in this presence, presiding with naramountinfluence and authority over the ^Jon,riiniedthe C5nsUtutlon of theLnited States,and then, with such consummatediscretion,dignity,and wisdom,over the originaladministration ol that Constitution, when the
principles and precedents of our great Federal

EKSasnmeut were moulded'foruied
It was well said by John Milton, in one of his

Ewotl DeI®nce8 of the People of Englandc^a[ has made many great,whom Peace makes
?i* of ^ ashington we may say, as

hili^ p0f Cromwell, that, while War made
thatEii>ce' ?1!^e him greater; or rathei

aV p?a?e ali«e gave opportunityfor the display of those incomparable innatequalities, which no mere circumstanoeacould create or destroy.But his sword was not quite yet readv to n»«t
quietly in its scabbard. Seed fr^lhTm o^e
of the'pfinw- ,r®tlrement from a second term
of the Chief Magistracy, accepting a subordinate
position underhls successor in the Presidency
as Lieutenant-Generalof the American Armies'
thorbeJi an Impending foreign war, %hich]thank God, was so happily averted?
Nor can any one who hears me require to be

reminded of that last scene of all, when, in his
eightand-sixtieth year, having been overtaken

? wer ofsleetaud snow, in the midst
of those Agricultural pursuits in which he so
much delighted, at Mount Vernon, he laid himselfcalmly down to die,."not afraid to go." as
he whispered to his physician,.and left his
heroic CO«^tlT i" tears such as had neverflowed
h®^e. 'Mark the perfect man and behold the
uPrJght, for the end of that man is peace!"
kighty-flve years ago to-morrow.his slxtrelghthbirthday.was solemnly assigned bv

Congress for a general manifesution of that
overwhelming national sorrow, and for the
commemoration, by eulogies, addresses, ser.thegre^ure which
had thus been closed. But long belbre that anP,Je^ryarrived, and one day only after the
"ad had reached the seat ofgovernmentIn Philadelphia, President John Adams, in re)lyto a message of the Bouse of Representatives,had anticipated all panegyrics by a de88Kf.® w It was then, that he

the most illustrious and beloved persona*ewhich this country ever produced;"^ while
|i°nry I^e, of Virginia, through the lips ofJohn
Marshall, had summed up and condensed all
that was felt, and all that could be or ever can
be said, in those imperishable words which will
[o ringing down the centuries, In every clime,
/L evety tongue, tin time shall be no more,.
'First in War, First in Peace, and First in the
hearts of his Countrymen!"
But there are other imperishable.words which

will resound through the ages.-Vords of his
own, not less memorable than his acts,.some
of them In private letters, some of them in officialcorrespondence, some of them in inaugural
addresses, and some of them, I need not say, in
that Immortal Farewell Address which an eminentEnglish historian baa pronounced "unequalledby any composition of uninspired wl»

'
: 1 .

dom," and which ought to be learned by heart g
by tlio children of our schools, like the f.aw> of v
the Twelve Tables in the schools of ancient j
Rome, and never forgotten w hen those children s

grow up to the privileges ai>d resj>onsibilltiesof s
manhood. t

It was a custom of the ancient Egvptians, i
from whom tiie Idea of our monument lias been r
borrowed,.I should rather any, evolved..to c
cover their obelisks with hieroglyph teal Inscrip- <1
tions. some of which have to this day perplexed a
and baffled all effort* to decipher them. Neither u
Cham poll ion, nor the later Lepsius, nor anv of r
the most skilful Egyptologist*, have succeeded c
in giving an altogether satisfactory reading of
the legends on Pornpey's Pillar and Cleona- r
tra s Needle. And those inscriptions, at their 1
best, engraved as they were, on the granite or >

poyhyrv, with the letters enamelied w ith gold, s
and boasted of as illuminating the world with r
their rays, tell us little except the dates and c
doings of some despotic Phiuvah, whom w© x
would willingly have seen drowned in the I
ocean of oblivion, as oue of them so deservedly v
was in the depths of the Red Sea. One row of >
the inscriptions on Cleopatra s Needle, as it so c
strangely greets us in the fashionable prome- t
nade of our commercial capital, informs us, in i t
magniloquent terms, of 'Hiothmes III., who *
lived in the age in which Moses was born, the t
age which saw the exodus of the Israelites. He j i
is set down as a "Child of the Sun, endowed \
with power, life and stability." Other inserip- »
tions siyie him,or someother Pharoah to whom r
they relate, the "Chastiser of Foreign Nations," t
"The Conqueror," "The strong Bull!'
Our Washington Needle, while it has all of n

the severe simplicity, and far more than all of t
the massive graudeur, which were the characteristicsof Egyptian architecture, bears no in- <

scriptions whatever, and none are likely ever 1
to be carved on it. Around its base bas-reiiefs

Inbronze may possibly one day In? placed, il- i
lustjative of some of the great event* of Wash- »
lngton's life; while on the teVrace beneath may. r
perhaps, bo arranged emblematic figures <>r I
Justice and Patriotism, of Peace, Liberty and »
l niou. All this, however, may well be left for t
tutu re years, or even for future generations, i
Each succeeding generation, indeed, will take I
its own pride in doing whatever may be wisely t
done in adorntng the surroundiug* of this ma- I
Jestie pile, and In thu9 testifying its own horn* s
age to the memory of the Father of hisCountrv. i
let to the mind's eye of an American Patriot 1
tluise marble faces w ill never seem vacant,. i
ne\er seem void or voiceless. No mvstic figures <
or hieroglyphlcal signs will, indeed, "be descried t
on them. No such vainglorious words us "t on- 1
queror," or "Chastiser of Foreign Nations," nor I
any such haughty assumption or heathen '
ascription as ' Child of the Sun," will be do- '
ciphered ou them. Hut ever and anon, as he i
gazes, there w ill come flushing forth in letters ! i
of living il^ht some of the great words, and »
grand precepts, and noble lessons of principle '

?! .
l^y> wuich are the matchless bequest of «

Washington to his<-ountry and to mankind. 1
( an we not all read therealreadv, as it graven '

by some invisible finger,or inscribed with some 1
sympathetic ink,.which it requires no learn- <
ing of scholars, no lore of Eirvpt. nothing but *

Jove of our ow n land, to draw out and make I
legible,.those masterly words of his Letter to 1
the Governors of the states, in 178:1 . t
"There are four things which, I humbly con- t

ceive, are essential to the well-being. 1* ni-tv '
even venture to say, to the existeuce-of the 1
I nlted states as an Independent Power: First '
an indissoluble Union of the stutes under one 1
I- eaerai head- Second, a sacred regard to Public '

Justice; j bird, the adoption of a proper IVaee '
Establishment; and Fourth, the pre\ alence of '

that paeific and friendly disposition anion# the
I eople of the United Stales which w ill induce
them to forget their local prejudice* and policies,to make those mutual concessions which
are requisite to the general prosperity, and. iii
some instances, to sacrifice their individual advantagesto tlie interest of the Community.
These are the Pillars on which the glorious
fabric of our independency and National Charactermust be supported." ,
Can we not read again, on another of those

seeminglyvacant sides, that familiarpassage in i
his 1 arewell Address..a jewel of thought and «

phraseology, often imitated,but never matched.
."The name of American, which belongs to ,
you in your National capacity, mu>t always
exalt the just pride of patriotism more than <
any appellation derived from local discrimin t- i
tions '? and, not far below it, his memorable

'

warning against Party Spirit,."A fire not to be i
quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to !
prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead i
of warming, it should consume "?

still again, terser legends from the same pro- i
littc source salute our eager gaze: "Cherish i

Public Credit"Observe good faith and jus-
tice towards all nations; cultivate peace and i

harmony with a 1."."Promote, as an object of
primary importance, institutions for the gene- ,
ral dittusion of Knowledge. In proportion as i i

the structure of a Government gives force to <

publicopinion.it Is essential that public opln- i
ion should tie enlightened." j'
And. above all,.a thousand-fold more preci-

ous than aU the rest,.there wftl come stream- t i
ing down from time to time, to many an eager ,
and longing eye, from the verv point where it*
tiny auiminium ajn-x reaches nearest to the
skies,.and shining forth with a radiance which
no vision of Constantino, no I^abarum for his
legions, couldever have eclipsed,.some ofthose
solemnly reiterated declarations and counsels
which might almost be called the Confession
and Creed of Washington, and which can never
be forgotten by any Christian Patriot:.
"Y\ hen I contemplate the interj-osition of

Providence, as it was visibly manifest in guid-
ing us through the Revolution, lu preparing us
for the reception of tho General Government,
and in conciliating tho good-will of the iteopie
ot America toward one another alter its adoption.i feel myself oppressed and almost overwhelmedwtth a sense of Divine inuuiticeuce. I
feel that nothing is due to my |>ersonal agency
in all those wonderful and complicated events,
except what can be attributed to an honest zeal
for the good of my country."."No i>eople can
be bound to acknowledge and adore an InvisibleHand which conducts the aflairs of men,
more than tho people of the United States.
Every step by 'vhlcn they have advanced to
the character of an Independent Nation seems
to have been distinguished by some token of
Providential Aaeucv.".-of all the dispositions
and habits which lead to political prosperity,
Religion and Morality are indispensable suiv
ports. In vain would that man clatiu the tributeof patriotism, who 6hould labor to subvert
these great pillars of human happiuess, these
firmest props of the duties ofmen and of citi,sens."
And thus on all those seemingly blank and

empty sides will be seen, from time to time, iu
his own unequalled language, the grand preeeptsand principles of Peace, Justice, Education,Morality, and Religion, which he strove to
inculcate, while, encircling and illuminating
them all, and enveloping tho whole monument,
from corner-stone to cap-stone, will be read with
rapture by every patriotic eye, and be echoed
by every patriotic heart, "The L'nion, the Union
in any event!"
But what are all the noble words which

Washington wrote or uttered, what are all the
incidents of his birth and death, what are all
tlio details of his marvelous career from its
commencement to It* close, inoomparison with
his own exalted character as a Man! Rarely
was Webster more impressive than when, on
the completion of the monument at !
Bunker Hill, In describing what our
Country had accomplished for the
welfare of mauklnd, he gave utterance with nis
characteristic terseness, and In his inimitable
tones, to the simple assertion, "America has
furnished to the World the Character of Wa-sh-
Ington!" And well did he add that, "if our
American Institutions had done nothing else
that alone would have entitled them to the re^
speet of Mankind."

' * The character of Washington! Who can delineateit worthily? Who can describe that
priceless gift of America to the world, in terms
which may do ft any sort of Justice, or afford
any degree of satisfaction to hi* hearers or to
himself?
Modest, disinterested, generous, just,.of clean

hands and a pure heart,.self-denving and selfsacrificing,seeking nothing for himself, decliningall remuneration beyond the reimbursementof his outlays, scrupulous to a farthing in
keeping his accounts, of spotless Integrity,
scorning gifts, charitable to the needy, forgiviing injuries and injustices, brave, fearless, heiroic, with a prudence ever governing his lm
pulses and a wisdom ever guiding his valor,. I
true to his friends, true to his whole country, !
true to -himself,.rearing God, believing in
Christ, no stranger to private devotion or pubilie worship, or to the holiest odices of the
Church to which he belonged, but ever gratefullyrecognizing a Divine aid and direction in
all that he attempted and in all that he accom&lished,.whatepithet, what attribute, could
e added to that consummate character to
commend it as an example above all other
characters in merely human history!
From first to last, he never solicited, or

sought, an office, military or civil. Every office
stood candidate for him, and was ennobled bv
his acceptance of it. Honors clustered around
him as if by the force of "first intention." Re
sponsibillties heap themselves on his shoulders
as if by the law of gravitation. They could rest
safely nowhere else, and they found him ever
ready to bear them all, ever equal to discharge

. them all. To what is called personal magnetiism he could have had little pretension. A vein
of dignified reserve, which Houdon and Stuart
have rightly made his peculiar characteristic
in marble and on canvas, repressed all ftunl- I
liarities with him. His magnetism was that of I
merit,.superior, surpassing merit,.the merit
of spotless integrity, of recognised ability, and
of unwearied willingness to spend and be spent
lu the service of his country. That was sufficientto attract irresistibly to his support, not

. only the great mass of the people, but the wisest
and best of his contemporaries in all quarters
of the Union, and from them he-selected, with
signal discrimination, such advisers and couniseilors, in War and in Peaoe, as have never sur-

'

rounded any other American leader. No Jealousyof their abilities and accomplishments
ever ruffled his breast, and with them he
achieved our Independence, organised our ConstitutionalGovernment, and stamped his name
Indelibly on the age in which he lived as the
Age of Washington! I
well did Chief Justice Marshall, in that ad-

mlrable Preface to the biography of his revered
and illustrious Mend, sum up with judicial pre-

> cislon the services he was about to describe in
detail. Well and truly did be say, "As If the ,
chosen Instrument of Heaven, selected for the I
purpoM of effecting the great designs of Provl- I
denoe respecting this our Western Hemisphere, ,

it was the peculiar lotof this distinguishedman, (
at every epoch when the destinies of his oo'un- ]
try seemed dependentonths measuresadopted, t
to be called* by the united voioe of his fellow- t
citisens to those high stations on which the
success of those measures principally de- '

1 pended." I ]
I do not forget that there have been other ,

men, In other days, in other lands, and In our
own land, who have been called to command i
larger armies, to preside over more distracted
councils, to administer more extended govern* I j

i ments, and to grapple with as complicated and I
critical affairs. Gratitudeand honor waitever on <

theirpenonsand their names! But wedo notes-1'
timate Miltlades at Marathon, or Pausanias at
Plataaa, or Themlstooles at Halam is, or Epami-1

' nondas at Mantinea or Leuctra. or Leonioas at
' Thermopylae by the namber of toe forces whieh .

thsy led on land or on sea. Nor do we gauge ths

;lory ofOolumbu* by the aire of the little fleet
k tiu which he ventured 9h> heroically upon the
>oii»«of h mighty unknown deep." There are
omeclrrunntwifrti which ranuot occur twice;
>ine occasions of which there can tie uo repetlion;some names which will alwavs assert tnelr
ndividual pre-eminence. nud will admit or no
tvalry or compart* »n. The glory of lYiiumbus
an never be eclipsed. never H|'pna< lied, till
»ur New World shall require a <Ve*h discovery;
md the(tlory of Washington will remain uniqueilid peerless until American Independenceshalleiiilri' to be a^ain achieved, or ilie foundations
»f Constitutional I.ibertv to be laid anew.
Think not that I ain claiming an immaculate

terfectlon for any mortal man. One lielug only
ias ever walked "this earth of our* without sin.
Vasblngton had his Infirmities and hi* pasionslike the n^t of us; he would have t<eeo
uorv, or less. than human had he never l*»en
ivewvtne by them. There wore young officers
iround him, in camp and elsewhere, not unikclyto have thrown temptations in hi* path,
rliether he ever yielded to them or not. There
rere treacherous men, t<>o, whose word# in
wuncll. or conduct In battle, or secret plotting*tehlnd his back. aroused his richteous lndiitnaion,and gaveoccaslou lor memorable burxii of
mgcr. Now and then there \v»- a disaster, like
hat of SL Clair's exjwdition acuintt the Indiana
n 1791, the first tldhnrsof which stirred th«
rery depth* of his soul, and betrayed htm lute
i momentary outbreak of mingled grief and
nge, which jirovcd how violent were theeinw
.ions he was s<> generally able to control.
tie made no l>o.»*t of virtue or of\alor, and nc

imount of flattery ever led him to be otherwise
han distrustful ot his own ability and merits.
\>earlvas 1757, when only t wentv-Ove ve«n
uage, ue wrote to Governor I'inuiddle: 'That
have foibles, and perhaps many of them. 1

ihall not dctiv; 1 should est«*eni myself, at th«
rorld also would, vain and empty were 1 tc
irrigate perfection." On accepting the comnandof the Arm> of the lb \*oiuth-n, in 1775
le said to Congress? "l lug it maybe lemeui>cred»>y every m ntleman hi the Yoopi. that I
his day declare, with the utmost slnceritv I dc
lot think tnvseifo,juul t«> the t*>mniand I an:
louored with." And, in 1777, when Intorancd
hat anonymous accusations against him ha£
>een sent t«. Laurens. then 1'resident of Con
rress, he wrote i rixatcly to t>cg that the papetnight at once !>e submitted to the body u
»hicli it was address, !, adding these frank and
lotde words: "\\ by should 1 W exempt frian
ensure,.the unlai.ini; lot <if an t'lcvated staion?Merit and talents whh-h 1 cannot pretendto rival have ever l»ecn subject to it. My
neart tells me it has been my unremitted aim
to do the be*t which circumstances would pernit;yet I may have Ikx-ii \er> often mistaken
n my judgment of the means, and may. In
many Instances, dos.-rve the Imputation ofer"ot." And when, at last, he was contemplating
i final retirement from the I'residency, and. In
>ne of the drafts ot bis Farewell Address, had
written that he withdrew "with a pure heart
ind undetiled hands," or words to that effect
ic suppressed the passage and all other simila*
ixpresslons, lest, as he suggested, he should
>e<m to Hhim lor hlmse'.t a measure of perle<s
don which ail the world now unites iu a<-cordn£to him. For I hazard little iu assertingliat all the world does now accord to Washlng:ona tribute, which lias the Indorsement of the
Kncyelopa-dia Hritannlca, that, "of all men that
lave ever li\ed, he was the greatest of gt«od
men, and the best of great men." Or, let me
sorrow the Mine idea Irom a great English |>oet,
>vho gave his young life aud brilliant genius to
the cause of Liberty iu modern Uret-ce,
"Where." wrote Byron,.

"Where may the wearied eve repose
Wli n ku, tiifc cii the great,Win-re neither t'liltj klory nlows,
N'.t despiti.tile slate!

^ «*s, i 'ne the Inst, tl.e Iwst. the best,
The «Incinnatu* utthe \V'«-st,
Whom envy daiisi not hate.

He*JU''a;lied the name of Washington,
To make men blush there was but One!"

To what other name have such tributes ever
Jeen paid by gre.it and good men, abroad as
well as at home? You have not forgotten the
ianguage of Lord Erskine. in his Inscription of
ne of his productions t<> Washington fiiinseli:
'You are the only being for whom I have an
iwfUl reverence!" You have not forgotten the
langiiauu ot Charles James Fox, in the House of
Commons: " Illustrious Man, before whom all
Sorrowed great ness sinks into insignificance."
Vou have not forgotten the language of L<r»rd
lirougham, twice uttered, at long intervals, and
with a purpose, as Brougham himselfonce toid
me, tolmpros> and enforce I In »*c emphatic words
is Ills tlxed and final Judgment: "Until timeiiliall
t»e no more will a te>i oi tiie progress which our
race has made in Wisdom ana Virtue be derivedfrom the veneration paid to the immortal
name of Washington!"
Nor can I tail to ue Iconic the crowning tribute,perhaps, from our mother land,.reaching

me, as it has, at the last moment of revisingwhat I had prepared for this occasion,.In a
I'ubltsbed letter from Gladstone, her greatPrime Minister, who, after saying, In casual
rouversati«>n, that Washington was "the purestthru re in history," writes deliberatelv, "tliat If,
nmong all the |»*d«-stals supplied by history fbr
publii' characters of cxtraordinary'uobility and
nurity, I saw one higher than all the rest, and III were required, at a moment's notice, to name
the fittest occupant t«»r it, I think mv choice, at
iny time during the last forty-five years, wouldhave lighted, and It would now light, upon
Washington!"'
Hut If any one would get a full Impression of

the affection and veneration In which Washingtonwas held by his contemporaries, let him
turn, almost at random, to the letters which
were addressed to him, or which were written
about him, by the eminent men, milttarv or
civil, Amencau or Eur-nean, who were privilegedto correspond with him, or whoever so
casually found occasion to allude to his career
and character. And let him by no mean* forget,as he reads them, that those letters were
written a hundred years ago, when language
was more measured. If not more sincere, than
now, and before the indiseriinitiate use of the
superlative, and the exaggerations and adulationsof tl atterers and parasites, sending greatand small alike down to posterity a« patternsof every virtue under Heaven, Lad tended to
render such tributes as suspicious as they often
are worthless.
What, f «r Instance, said plain-speaking old

Benjamin Franklin? "My nne crab-tree walkingstick, w ith a gold head curiously wroughtin the form of the cap of Liberty,".these are
the words of his Will, in 1789,."I give to my *

friend aud the friend of mankiud, GeorgeWashington. If it were a sceptre, he has
merited it, and would become It.
"Happy, happy America," wrote GooverneurMorris from I'aris, In 1793, when the FrenchRevolution was making such terrltic progreek."happv, happy America, governed by reason,by law, by the man whom she loves, whom she

almost adores! It i* the pride of my life to considerthat man as my friend, and "I hope long
to be honored with that title,"
"I have always admired," wrote to him Count

Herzburg, from Berlin, where he had presidedfor thirty years over the Ministry of ForeignAffairs, under Frederick the Great,."I have
always admired your great virtues and qualities,your disinterested patriotism, your unshakencourage and simplicity of manners,-*
uualiticat ions bv which you surpass men eventhe most celebrated of antiquity."I am sorry," wrote Patrick llenry, then Governorof Virginia, iu allusion to the accusaUonl
of one of the notorious taction of 1777,."lam
Eorry there should be one man who oounta him*
sels my friend, who is not yours."
Thomas Jetferson,who,we all know.'sometime®

tillered from him, took pains, at a later periodof his life, to say of I lrn in a record for posterity:"His Integrity was most pure; his Justice the
most inflexible 1 have ever known; no motives
of Interest or consanguinity, of friendship or
)Mitred, being able to bias Ills decision. He was,Indeed, In every sense of the word, a wise,good, and a great man."

* If I could now present myself," wrote Ed.
mund Randolph, who had made lnlurlous iuii
putations on Washington before ana after hl4
dismissal from .he Cabinet in 1795,."if I could
now present myself before your venerated
uncle,' he wrote most touchlngly to JudgjBushrod Washington lu lblO, "It would be mypride to confess inv contrition, that I suffered
my Irritation, let the cause be what It might, t2
use some of those expressions respecting him,which, at this moment of Indifference to the
world, I wish to recall, as being Inconsistent
with my subsequent conviction. My life will, |hope, be sufficiently extended for the recordingofmy sincere opinion of hie virtue# and merit,
lu a S'.yle which is not the result of a mind
merely debilitated by misfortune, but of thai
Christian Philosophy oh which alone I dependfor Inward tranquillity."
Aud far more touching and more telling «tUJ

Is the fact, that even Thomas Conway, till
leader of that despicable cabal at Valley Forgabut who lived to redeem his name in othel
lands, if not in our own,.when believing himselfto be mortally wounded In a duel, In 1778,and "Just able," a« he said, "to hold the pen for
a few minutes/*.employed those few minutes
In writing to Washington to express his "sinceregrief for having done, wrltteu, or said anythingdisagreeable" to him, adding these memorablewords: "You are, In my eyes, the greatand good man. May you long enjoy the love,
veneration, and esteem of these states, whose
liberties you have asserted by your virtues!"
From hi6 illustrious friend, Alexander Hamilton,I need not cite a word. His whole lite

bore testimony, more impressive than words,
to an admiral ion and aflectlon for his great
chief, which could not be exceeded, and wnlch
no momentary misunderstandings could shake.
But listen once more, and only once more, to

Lafayette, writing to Washington from Cadlcln
1783, when the glad tidings of the Treaty of
Peace had just reached him: "Wereyou'but
such a man as Julius Ca*sar, or the King of
Prussia, 1 should almost be sorry for you at the
end of the great tragedy where you are actingsuch a part. But, with my dear General, 1 rejoiceat the blessings of a Peace in which our
noble ends have been secured. As for
you, who truly can say you have done all this,
what must your virtuous and good heart feel In
the happy moment when the Revolution you
have made is now firmly established!" Rightlyand truly did Lafayette say that his beloved
General was of another spirit and of a different
mould from Caesar and Frederick. Washingtonhad little, or nothing, In common with the
great military heroes of his own or any othef
uge,.conquering for the sake of oonquest,.
"wading through slaughter to a throne, .and
overrunning the world, at a countless cost of
blood and treasure, to gratify their oWn ambl<
tion, or to realise some mad dream of universal
empire. No ancient Plutarch has furnished
xny Just parallel for him in this respect. Ho
modern Plutarch will find one. In all history,ancient and modern alike, be stands, in this respect,as individual and unique as yonder majesticNeedle.
In his Eulogy on Washington before the Legislatureof Massachusetts, the eloquent Fisher

Ames, my earliest predecessor In Congress from
the Boston district, said, eighty-five year* ego,that, in contemplating his career and character,''Mankind perceived some change in their
Ideas of greatness. The splendor of
power, and even the name of Conqueror, had
frown dim in their eyes. Theyand felt that the world's wealth, and its empire
too, would be a bribe far beneath his acceptance."Yes, tb# all saw that be bore ever Inhis mind and in his heart, as he said at FhllSOwMfntted

m JHghth Puff*.


