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TALKING OF SEALS.

A Joint Commission Now in Session
in This City.

DISCUSSING THE FACTS.

Comparing Investigations Made In Bering
8ea—Sir Baden-Powell and His Assoclates—
The American Commissioners—A Basls for

NCE MORE THE
long-mooted Dering sea
vroblem is being dis-
cussed between repre-
sentatives of both par-
ties to the controversy.
There is now in session
in this city a joint com-
mission of four men
deeply versed in the
question snd baving in
cliarges the solution of
certain disputed facts
and the establishment
of the true state of the sealing indusiry in sn
undisputed form. This commission cousists of
four members, two from the United States. one

Great Dritain and one from Canada.

were appointed by their respective gov-
ernments last spring snd instructed to visis
Alaska independently to investigate the con-
dition of things in Bering sea, to ascertain

the approximate numbers and yearly hubits
of w seal, and to estimate whether
the promiscuous hunting that is

carried on each season is tending to their ex-
termination. These and some other collateral
juestions woers examined with great care by
eaoch side, and the object of the present comn-
ference 1s to bring these indepeadent observa-
Slons together and to formulats s repert that
will constitute what is termod in law a finding
of fact for presentation to the tribunal of ar-
bitration that is to be formed.

These commissioners are Profs. T. C.aMen-
denhall and C. H. Merriam for the United
Btates and Sir George DBuaden-Powell and Dr.
George M. Dawson for Great Eritain and Can-
ada. They had never met before Monday last,
when they were brought together at the Arling-
ton Hotel and introduced. Last summer they
conducted their Alaskan investigations upon a
revenne vessel of the United Siates and Great
Britain, respectively, and did not have occa-
sion o encounter each other during the season.
In fact, it was felt to be desirable that they
should work in this way, so that they could get
a8 many individual views as possible upon the

sabject
¥OW A JOINT COMMISSION.

They have ggw been coustituted joint com-
missioners by virtue of orders from each gov-
ernment and will probably continue in session
in this city forseveral weeks. They meet behind
closed doors ina small room in the State De-
partment, between the office of the chief clerk
acd shat which was formerly occupied by
Assistant Secretary Moore and more recently
the official home of Gen. John W. Foster, the
agent of the State Department in the negotia-
tion of the reciprocity arrangements. He has
also been placed in charge of the diplomatie
end of the conferences on bebalf of the United
Etates. Sir Paden-Powell is regarded as con-
siderable of a diplomat and the services of a
wan experienced 1n international fencing have
been deemed necessary.

There 1s to be no formal organization of this
Joint commission and no one member is to be
designated as its bead. The process of discus-
sion will require little or no formality in the
pessions, as the results to be obtained are
largely in the nature of & compromise view of
the situation, and it will be necessary to pro-
ceed in a conversational way, each side formu-
lsting and advancing eertain propositions that
will be accepted or rejected by the other.

WHAT TNCLE SAM CONTENDS

It is the general program of the United
Btates to insist that pelagic sealing without
restriction is unnatural and inadvisable, and
that it is tending to the extermination of the
species. The British claim is opposed to this
contention, and is to the effect that there is no
danger of the destruction of the seals, and that
tae fairest system is » cateli-as-catch-can sea-
son without limit beyond that imposed by the
climate. As to this latter point the United
Btates urges the adoption o'r"ma international
rule for a Tlosed season, time limits so
defined that the hunting shall be conducted
ooly when the seals are not breeding.

is, in general, 1s the question to be settled
by the commission. Lat greater and
eventaally more vital point of whether or not
the Bering sem is a mare clausa or closed sea
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United
Btates will doubtiess be left to the arbitrators
tosettle. It is o point less of fuct thap of
theory, and more of argumeat than of investi-
gation. Itis aproblem in geography, a matter
of terminalogy and & dispute 1n precedents, in
combioation.

THE BRITISH COMMISSIONERS

The senior member of the British commis-
sion 8 Sir George Smith Baden-Powell, M. P.,
ECMG.F. R 8 B, &, &kc. Heiscom-
paratively young, hav-
ing been born at Oxford
on the day before
Christmas, 1847. His
fatber was professor of
geometry at the uni-
versity. The son went
through the usgal
course of instruction
for a young Britom,
graduating st Oxford,
after an honorable ¢a-
reer in both scholastie
and atbletic fields in
1876, taking bigh honors
and winning the Chan-
cellor's prize for the

BB GEURGE BADEN-
POWELL. [
English cssay, bis subject being the “‘Helative

Advantages of Large and Small States.” He
Ih:ped Lis course for & parliamentary future
and during Lis period of study at the univer-
sity produced several monographs, the most
moted being a book entitled “New Homes for
the Old Country: a Personal Experience of the
Politucal snd Domestic Life, the Industries and
Natural History of Australis and New Zealand.”
It was received most favorably Uy the press at
the time of its issue. being based on personal
observations made during a three years' tour of
the colunies Twe other works appeared at
tLis period, “Protection and bad Times™ and
“Staie Aid wnd State Iuterference.” These
titles will serve to show the trend of Sir
George's thought and work.

In 1577 be was made private to the
governor of Victoria, and it is thought that it
was while be was at that post that his views be-
came #¢ formed as t¢ make bim a strong sup-

rter of the doctrine of tmperial unity Dur-
:’; has stay in Victoria the political crisis that
bas become s matter of historical record took

isce in the colony. In 1550 81 he went to the

est Tudics to investigate for himself the
sctual resuits of the sugar bouuty law on the
foduetry, and iu 1352 M:. Gladstone sent him
back s+ & joint commissioner to iuvestigate the
sdministration, revenues and expenditures of
Abe colonies in the West Indies. His report,
submittea in the spricg of 1854, was regarded
s one of the most complete and masterful re-
views of toe state of affairs iu the ish.ods ever
presanted. For it he was created C. M G.

Bir George's next work of importance was
fhe preparation of m treaty of commerce then

roposed between the West Indies and the

Inited States. At the same time he was per-
sistently culling public sttention to the need of
s Europess conference on the subject of sugar
bounties, and the resuit of Lis writings and re-
Pporta was the guccessfu. commission of 1858,

In Janusry, 1555, be went on w» diplomatie
mission into South Africa uud nided Sir Charles
Wairen iu negotisting with the native chiefs of
Bechusnaland He xlso aided in the expedi-
tion sent to drive out the Boers, and made a
$our of iovestigation among the various terri-
Sories of South Africa

During the wister of 1886-87 Mr. Baden-
rbnux. had not then received his title—
Was in Cansds and this country making his first
Scquaintacce with the fisbery question, being
®eni to drew up a stafement of the facts and
deotails of the dispute, 10 negotiate s final
Fangement of which Mr. Chamberiain was

usutly appointed a comm .
the sutumno of 1557 he wns offered the
bonor of knighthood for his services in the
ularly in South Africa, and
he was sent by his govern-
ial commissioner to ar-
the new Malta constitu-

at the same time
-nuo..l..lh-o
tlon.

Dr. Geo. M. Dawson is the eldest son of Sir
£ Wm. Dawson, principal of McGill Univer-
sity, Moatreal E- is & Nova SBcotian by birth,
and was vducated partly at MeGill College and
partly st the Royal School of Mines, Loudon.

Since 1573 Dr. Dawson bas been actively en-
gnged in exploratous sad in geoiog sur-
voys, first -plstalo;m and nsturslist to ber
majesty's boundary eommission, and subse-

in connectiou with the geological sar-
Canada, of which bhe is assistant direc-
Ko is the sathor of aumerous reports on

the northwestern ports of Canada, and partien-
larly of DBritish Coiumbia, with all parts of
which provicce he has been familiar for many
¥ears, In 1587 he was intrusted by the Cana-
dian government with the counduct of the
Yukon expedition and traversed a great ex-
panse of previously unknown country in the
vicinity of the eastern boundary line of Alaska.
He is a fellow of the Hoyal Society of England,
of the Geological Society of London and
America and of many other scientific socicties.
Mr. Ashley Froude is secretary to the British
“commissioners and will doubtleuh uict in the
geéneral capacity of secretary to the joint com-
nission wl?:neror the services of such a per-
sonage are required. He is the son of James
Anthony Froude, the celebrated Buglish his-
torian, and his tendencies being toward a dip-
lomatic career, be is taking a preliminary
conrse by working with various intervational
commissions sent out from London. He is stail
in bis twenties, but already quite an accom-
plished diplomat, with an exccedmgly fine
presensce and a charming manuver. He accom-
Eﬁed-. itish commissioners to

1l, director of the United
States coast and geodetic survey, to which po-
sition be has becn ap-
pointed during the past
few montus. He is
fifty-one years of age
and a native of Ohio.
During his course in the
common schools of that
state he developed an
aptness for the study of
mathematics snd nat-
ural scieuce, and con-
auected an independent
W study of those branches.
From 1578 to 1878 he
rofessor of
hysics and mechanics
n the Obio University
and then he went to
Jupan as professor of
fhysi.c. in the lmpe]:i;l
PrOPF.T. C. MEwpENmALL. University at ‘lokio.
During his stay in Jupan, which lasted three
years, he conducted several important series of
experiments, and estublished some valuable
facta in the science of physice. From meas-
urements of the force of gravity st the sea
level and at the summit of the extinet volcano
Fujiyama he calculated the probable mass of
the earth, and attained s result closely agrec-
ing with that obtained by Francis Baily in
England by another method.

He returned to this country in 1881 and re-
sumed his chair at the University of Uhio, and
in 1832 organized the state weather secvice, of
which he was director until 1554. He was the
first to devise znd put in operation = system of
weather signals for display on railroad trains,
which meibod was in general use throughout
the United States and Canadauntil 18¢7. In
1584 Le received an appointment ae professor
of the United Btates wenther bureau and came
to Washington. He was charged with the es-
tablishment of & physical laboratory st the
bureau, with the introduction of a system of
observation of atmospheric electricity and with
the investigation of methods for determining
ground temperaturce. He waa the first to es-
tabiish stations in the United States for the
syslematic observation of earthq phe-
nomena, in which he became deeply interested
during his stay in Japan.

In 1556 he resigned from theservice toaccept
the presidency o the Kose Polytechnic Insti-
tute ai Terre Haute, Ind., and he remained in
that position until he was appointed to the bead
of the coast survey in 1890. Prof. Mendenhail
is @ Ph.D. of the Ohio University ('78) and LL.
D. of the University of Michigan ('87). He Las
beld various high offices in the ranks of the
American scientific societies, aud bas written
voluminously in pamphiets and mounographs
ou numerous topics. His largest work is en-
titled “A Century of Electricity,” published in
I537. He 15 & member of tbe National Academy
of Sciences.

Prof. C. Hart Merriam of the Department of
Agriculture 18 Prof. Mendenhall’s colleague oft
the American side of the consmission, and went
with him to the sealing islands last summer.
He is a comparatively young man in the realm
of advanced science, bciu‘f. yetin the thirties,
yet e has achieved considerable reputation in
Lis own line of work—ihe study of natural his-
tury. He was president of the Biological So-
ciety duriug the past year and is o member of
vVarious other ecientitic organizations, at the
sessions of which from time to time he has pre-
sented valuable papers. He is at present the
Lead of the ornithulogieal division of the Agri-
cultural Deparument, and it was for his well-
based acquaintance with the habits of birds
and animals that Le wus selected for & position
upon the present commission.

———

The Name of Christopher Columbus
To the Editor of The Evening Star: 2

Some writer has recently forestalled me by
ealling attention to the appositencss of his
baptismal name, Christopher, the Christ-
bearer, for his was truly a pure and Christlike
uatore, due aliowance being made for the in-
fluences of his period and surroundiogs. We
must remember that his was essentially an age
of religious persecution, and that notwith-
standing Isalella’s gentle nature hers was a
nation of all nations the most bigoted and in-
tolerant. Enlightened as Columbus was, neces-
sarily be was of his day and Reneration; yet
bis conduct was Lumane and beneficent in
comparison with the cruelty, treackery and
fanaticism of bi ues and contempo-
ruries.
Therefore, it seems to me that his surname
is equally apposite as well as suggestive, for
Columbus means a male dove—and why not
the dove bearing the olive branch? Had he
been even such an oue as Cortez or Pizarro
he would still bave *“builded better than he
knew,"” for. as the representative of the
most autocratic country of Christendom, he
was God's instrument to bring about
the founding of this freest of all countries, free
America. As the dove of Noah's pent-up ark
went forth over the wild waste of waters to find
a refuge for the children of God, so the Christ-
bearer dove of the middle ages went out from
narrow-minded, superstitious Spain scross the
unknown, unexplored and trackless ocean to
find a refuge for future generations, who for
ages have blessed and still continue to
bless his name and name of the
Christ whom be bore in his beart
Here is & refuge from persecution and oppres-
sion, from despotism, violence and wrong,
where each may worship and believe as he will,
with untrammeled conscience. What matters
their faith or creed, if in their hearts they
sing pmans of praise to the Savior of man-
kind, whose spirit, the dove of the Holy Ghost,
led on the true discoverer of America, through
stress and suffering, to a second redemption of
man by the power of His name?

Then should not these symbols, the cross
and the dove, appear wherever & monument is
raised to Christopbher Columbus? And where
can better befit their visible manifestation than
the exposition which is to commemorate his

na and fame and the anniversary of o
m&y‘l birth? Liuiaw Pxxam-

Agalinst the Ald
To the Editor of The Evening Star:

Anent all that has so far been sdduced argn-
mentatively and protestatively against the so-
called Alderson bill, the bull's eye of the arbi-
trariness of the measure is still unhit The
billis the embodiment of the most tyrannical
attempt at unconstitutional legislation against
the rights and privileges of free American citi-
zens. BSuch species of levying of contributions
from civil employes of government is an
injustice provocative of resentment against one
of the most unwarranted abridgments of the
inalienable rights of the citizenship of this
country that will not be submitted to without
a strenuous fight by. even such apparently

werless creatures as department clerks.

ongress has no more constitutional right or
power to legislate 2 per cent of our salary into
» fund for pen-ioninshf:.uow clerks after thirty
years' service thaa it the right or power for
similar legislation concerning the salary of
employes of private corporations,

It is a prerogative of the Congress to legis-
late in couformity with the requirements of
the Constitution to the extent of appropriating
money for the payment of saluries to the em-
ployes of the government, but there the busi-
ness of Congressmen ceases go far as the de-
partment clerks are concerned, who are eivil

BIL

Yyears or more or until

cipient senility. In writing this I express the
ungualified protest of ov;? clerk in lhc;n: of the
departments, excepting, of course, oW an-
cient clerks pressing bard onto the thurty-year
limit, against a contemplated extortion bumili-

-u.':f to the mank of every sell-helping
civil employe in the government {8

Ymans Crzax.
—_—

Superfiuncus.
From the Jester.

Perdita—"“What do you think of his being so
infatuated with me:"
Penclope—*1 think it is & waste of time.”

“ma&&?;.wp-«l:mmmx
-k "him wilhont his being infetisted with
Jou.

MARIE.

William McLonnan in Harper's Magazine.

'0, YES; DE H'ANG-

lish, dat’'s ver' h'easy

for me to speak.

S My wife, she's b’Ang-
glish girl, Marie. Not

/ , Marie like de French

“& say. No! Marie, b’Ang-
lish way—Marie Boyle

She's de younges'
daughter to de h'ol’
Paddy Boyle w'at work
on de mill. Dat’s fonny
feller,de h'ol' man. 'E
speak h'Anglish ver’
bad. 'E h'always say “bagorry” when ‘e go for
tay “‘bagosh;" an''esay‘’kittle" for “pot;" an'e'
wea rhis pipe twop side down on 'es mout’; but
W'en e swear ‘e swear good an’ strong!

De L’oldes’ girl, she's call Emma, an’ Xiste
Brouillette, de son to de h'ol' Brouillette w'at
make de bar'l near de church, 'e was cavalier
to 'er.

One night "e h'ax me for to go down wid eem
for veiller on de h'ol’ Boyle; an'b'all de way he
was speak wid me 'beut Marie." Owshe was de
bes’ girl on de parish; "owde h'cl man was give
plenty money wid her; 'ow she was work "ard;
‘an w'at Emma was tell ‘eem she speak h'on me
b'all de time.

T'll not care for b'all w'at’e say. Tll be no
know dat Marie h' ever sence she was listl’
8irl, an’ I'il not ¢'ink nodding on 'er. An’ ef ’e
wus tol' meall dat, jus’ for "ear me say some t'ing
on Emma; I'll not be satisfy 'cem; I'll jus' say:
“Dut don’ make nodding for me.”

De h'ol Paddy Boyle 'e was good feller, an'
T'll go foa veiller wid "sem, to 'ear 'eem tell de
story an make 'es joke.

One night 'e was say,

“W'y den' de young
foller get mariy? Dey work ard, an' deyt'row
'Wauy deir money. Dey get h'ol’, an' den de
g90d girl no "ave dem”—an’ 'e make long strin
like dat. Den ‘e suy, “Look dem two girl!
Same day w'at dey get marry, I'll be give de
feller w'at fake dém one ondre’ poun’.”

Den I'll sy, for gome joke wid de -h'ol’man,
“You give “ondre’ poun' wid Emma an’you
give 'ondre’ poun’ wic Marie?"

An''e say, “Dat'swat [ I say.”

Den I'll say, ““Monsieur Bovle, I'll take de
bot'I” An' Y'll don’ "ave e word speak afore de
b'ol' man stiff h'out 'es leg qu.ck an kick m
¢tool, ar I'll fall all over de floor, an’' de b'of’
feiler inngh, an’ Xiste ‘e laugh, an’ de bot' girls
dey laugh.

Ragoeh ! I'll be so mad, I'll start for make de
eourse for 'ome, but Marie she put 'er back on
de door, an’ she say: *'Al, Melchior! Pleas'
don’, Melchibr! Don' min' de h'ol' fadder,
Melchior. Please don’, Meichior!” An’ she
eay dat go sof’ an' she ut'er 'an on my h'arm
80 pretiy, an’ she look me h'on de b'eye so like
she wuas go for ory, b'all de mad was go
b'off an' me g0 back on de fire. An'
den we was h'all laugh, an de h'ol
Paddy, e briug b'out de bottle an’ we ave de
de liitl' coup, an’ make good frien's some more;
an’ I'll say dat night as w'en we was walk ‘ome,
“Bagosh! Xiste, she's pretty !i.rl.g mos' de
pretties’ girl w'at I'll b'ever see."

Au''e say, “Who's pretty girl?"

An' I'll say, “Never min' I

Well, h'atter dat I'll go on de h'ol' Paddy
w'enh’ever I'll get de chance, an' dat's not any
more wid de h'ol’ man w'at I'll go for veiller
me!

But Marie she don’ be so kin' for me like dat
night h’'any more. She laugh plenty; she sing
b'all de song w'at de h'ol’ man h'as 'er for sing;
she lis'en w'en I'll teil de story 'bout de bush,
an' 'bout w'en I'll io for 'unt; but I'll never
‘ear 'er g gof' like dat night, an’ w'en I'll
epeak sof’ she h'only langh an’ laugh.

But 'e was nice on doss night! 'E don’ make
nodding ‘ow 'ard de win' blow, or 'ow 'ard de
col’ make: w'en Xiste an’ mo h'open de door
an’ bot' de giris an' de h'ol’' Paddy was dere,
an' de big stove was roar 'mos’ so loud like de
win', an’ de fire was show red t'rough de crack
an' dance on dewallt'rongh de 'ole on de door:
an' Emma 'er foot go h'up an’ down, bh'up an’
down, an' de w'eel 'um wid de fire; an’ Marie
she make de stockin’, an’’er 'an's dey dance
wid de needle; an' me an’ Xiste an' de h'ol’
FPaddy sit an’ smoke: an’ we tell de h'ol’ sto
an' sing de song and de complaintes; an' g
warm of de stove 'e’s good, good, till de time
come for go.

Xiste an' Emma was marry de nex’ spring,
l;i“ i'all de time I'll don' get no more nesr wid

arie.

"E go h'on dat way h'all de nex’ summer, an’
de nex’ winter, an’ de nex’ summer b'afier dat.
An’' dat summer dere was come a gennelman
from Mon'real, an’ 'e was board wid de h'ol
Faddy. °E don' do nodding but make de pic-
ture of de b'ol mill, de church, de red bridge
an’de river an' de trees. No matter ow big dey
wag, dat make nodding for 'eem; 'e jus' make
dem so hittl’ w'at 'e want on de picture. Ba-
osh! 'e's ver' smart! an w'en 'e’'s dere firs,
"Il 'elp eem Wall I'll be h'able.

Oune time I'll take 'eem h’up so far's de lake
on my cance, an' ‘e was 'mos’ crazy wid h'all
w'at'e see. An' sometime 'e 'oller for some-
t'iug, an' h'ax me for not paddie, an’'elook, un’
look, like 'e go for h'eat de "cle boutique:an’ I'll
lock too, an’ I'll don' see nodding—jus’ de
same h'ol’ sky, an’ de same h'ol' water, an’ de
same h'ol’ 'ills w'at spoil de good farm, an’
muke me tire' for look on "eem.

Ef dat was h'all, dat was h'all correc’; but
dere was Marie. I'll don’ get 8o much chance
for see "er dem, ‘esuse I'll work on de quarry,
an’ dey was pay for make h'over-time, an’ 1'll
stay so long's '¢'s not be dark. Sonday's de
b'only time w'at I'll 'ave de chance for veiller;
an’ de b'ol' Paddy 'e was glad for see me work
like dat an' make de money, an'’'e tol' me dat
ef Marie say yes, 'e don’ say no.

But Marie! I'll don’ know w'at arrive on
‘er.

Sometime I'll t'ink 'e was de paint man; but
‘e never say nodding. I'll never see '¢cem 'lone
wid 'er. 'E jus' work, work, work, jus' de
same like ‘e was make de money wid make de
h'ol' mill an' de tree small on de picture. But
I'll see Marie was h'always wear de bLes' dress,
an’ sbe was glad h'every time 'e speak on 'er;
an’ de h'Anglish soun’ so sof’ an’ nice w'en dey
speak wid h'each odder.

One night w'en I'll say goqd—b{: T'll surn on

de door an’'I'll say, “Marie, I'm wait long
time."’
boalll.zt'.lhony, ver’ fas’, “De watch' pot never
An' T'll say, “T'll don' wan' de watch’ pot for
Bovyle, I'll wan' "eem for me."
An’ she laugh at dat, but de h'eyes dey don’
laugh wid de mout'—an’ she don' vay nodding.
An' dat be h'always de way; I'll get de good
start an’ den I'll be stop like dat; an’ "e’s pretty
‘srd for de man for make h'all de talk by 'eem-
self alone.,

On de middle of de summer Emma come
'ome for make de b'ol’ Paddy visit.

'E was de gran'fadder now, an’ de littl’ feller
was call’ like "eem Paddy—Patrice Brouillette.
De h'ol’ man 'e was proud, an’ Maris she was
Hroml too. An'she was wid de littl' feller b'all

e time; 'ug 'eem, an’ dance wid 'eem, an’
speak wid 'eem h'ull de tame, like dere was mo
big people on de worl',

Dat make me glad for see ‘er like dat, but
sometime ‘e make me sore on de ‘eart too—for
h'all dat was make nodding for me.

Bometime sbe lsugh h'all de time, an’ don’
let me “ﬁ nodding; eometime she was cross,
an' den I'll ean’ say nodding; an’ sometime she
was qui't, an' den she say nodding; sn’ h'ever
wis 31. «was dat’s bed for me; sn' I'll t'in.{
sometime I'll go 'way on de shanty some more.

Well, one day we wns work ou de quarry an’
de rock we try for blas’ was jus' on de top, on
de new groun’ w'at open bh'up. But dat rock
was 'ard an’ we was work on 'eem upear de 'ole
day an’ we make two bias’, but'e don’ come.
Au’ de boss say, “Now,boys, muke dis one good
an' deep an’ we blow de bottom h’out!"

Well, for sure I'll made dat good blas’. I'll
not be mean wid de powder, an'w'en I'll put
in de brick, I'll tamp 'eem down de bes' I'll
know "ow, an’ I'll 'ave dat fuse fix like 'e was
grow on de rock.

Bymby,w'en b’all was finish’, de bosssen'h’all
de boys off an’ me an’ 'eem stan’ dere, an' w'en
‘e see de fuse wat's h'outside, "e laugh an’ say,
“Well, dat's long 'nough for coax 'er for sure.”
An’ den 'e say, “Let'er gol” An' I'll light 'er
h'up, an' we start.

\& was walk h'over on w'ere de waas ‘ide
widout 'urrfy, an’' we was jus' be re, we'en
Tenice Lalcnde jump b'up an’ swing "es 'ans
an’ yell: “Melehior, look, look!” An’ I'H tarn
roun' an’ L'll see de littl’ Paddy w'at run 'long
de top of de quarry, an' jus' be'in 'eem dere's
Marie jus’ h'over de top of de 'ill, w'at walk an’
lsugh wid de flower on 'er 'an’, an' between us
de umoke of de fuse go h'up like de litsl' w'ite

they, or many of them, attain the age of in- | snak

a.
I'll see Marie stop, an' den de laugh go, an’
'er face was w'ilo an’ fix' like e was froze w'en
she see w'ere dey was come. Den sshe call,

“Paddy! Paddy!"" An' de boss 'Qlink|
boy, QUickT™ 68' ' start for oo ot falley
l‘lfmnhutfwdoblu‘.

I'll see b’

knife was break; ef I'll not eut far "nough
down de fire go pas’, and dere’s no chance.
P'raps do fire 'e's pas’ now. Will "e "art w'en
de blas’ go? P't'aps "e make nodd for me
sny'ow. Den I'll see de face of . h'all
w'ite an’ froze, an’ LIl say. like de pra'r, “0
God! O God!” an’ I’ll risk decut. One—two—
one—, an’ come 'way on my 'an’, an’ de
b'en’ was not touch’.

Den Tl try for vell, an’ :{ t was h'all
etiff, but I'll oI’ b'ap de en’ an' I'll
‘ear de boss say, “T'ank God ™

An' I'll look. 33' Iu s;e ‘eem AR’ l{lsle w'at
wne kneel togedder on de pun’, an’ dey was
cover b'up de littl' Paddy ll!c for |
‘way w'en ‘e come.

An’ T'll 'ear de boss sy, “Dere, girl! dere
girl! don' ery! don’ cry!"like 'e wus go for
cry 'eemself. An’ den 'e furn roun’ hon de
boys w'at was run h'up, an’ "y ’ull, “‘Get h'out
die, you fools! Go'ome!" an' ‘e kwear strong,
an’ dey go; an’ I'll not know w'y, I'll get h'up
and I'll go too.

An’ bymby de boys was h'ax me de nestion,
an’ I'll look on my 'an’, an’ I'll mql‘u ‘ave
dere dat fuse not more long nor 'alf my finger,
an’ my 'an’ was h'all twis’ b'up wid de fire, an’
‘e was cut wid my nail; but dat don' make
noddil:lg for me den.

An’ dat night late I'll go down om de h'ol'
Paddy, an’ de b'ol' man meet ms on de door.
an’ 'e jus’ take me on de room w'ere de littl’
Paddy was 'sleep with "es modder. An''e don’
say nodding, jus’ slap me sof’ on de back w'en
we go on de h'odder room.

An’ dere's no Marie. An' I'll say after w'le
“Marie, she was gick?"

An' de h'ol’ man shake ’es "ead, an' 'e go
h'out. An' bymby Marie she come an’ she sit
down near de table, an’ she "ardly look on me.
An’ I'll speak littl’ w'ile, an’ I'll see dat don’ do
no good: an' den I'll look on ‘er an’ I'll may,
“Marie, I'll go on de shanty dis winter.”

An' w'en she don' say nodding, I'll feel my
‘eart getcol’, an’ I'll t'ink 'o’s no use for try
some more, an’ I'll get h'up.

Den Marie she put 'er 'ead on de table, an’—
I'll can' "elp 'eem—1I'll put my good 'an’ on 'er
'air, w'at was sof’ like de littl’ Paddy.

An’ de minute she feel dat, she jump h'op,
wid 'er h'eye all bright, an’ she say, fas’ an’
‘ard, “W'at for you touch me? 'Ow dare you
put your 'an's on me?"’

An' T'll say, “Dat Wwas h'only one ‘an’,
Marie;" an’ I'll o' h'out de h'odder w'at was
b'all twis' h'np so I'll can' h'open 'eem; an'
Marie she jus” say one word, an’ den 'er two
h'arms was roun’ my neck, an'——

Well, dat's Marie w'at teach me for speak de
h'Anglish good like dat.

LOST AT A PROFIT

A Wily Bea Captain Makes a Losing Bet
.That Brought Him a Big Return,
From Blackwood's Magazine.

The captain of one rather old and slow
steamer, finding that he would have to be a
long time in Chins before he received a full
cargo of tea, and would have probably to re-
turn in ballast, began, to every one's astonish-
ment, to say that, owing to the repairs that had
been done to his engines, he hoped to make a
racing passage.

Then, still more #o the astonishmens of the
captains of the fast steamers and the world at
large, he commenced to back himself to make
the fastest passage home.

In such very considerable sums of money did
he wager that people began to think there was
something in it, and the merchants sent their

a8 the captain stood to lose £500, the re-
Ejdru to his steamer's engines had probably put
m in & position to bet almost on a certainty.
Of course the steamer, whose greatest speed
was eight knots an hour, arrived in England
weeks after the others, and the captain lost his
4£500; but instead of having, to lie in
China waiting his chance of cargo coming in
from the interior—a probable delay of weeks—
he had cleared in a few days, after his bets be-
came known to the public, with a full ship, thus
recouping to his owners, who of course paid
his betting loswes, a considersble aumber of
thousands of pounds profit,
e ———— e~
New York's 400.
Joe Howard in the New York Recorder.
We bave no rulers here,"'by the grace of
God." It is entirely by the favor of the peo-
ple. We have no permanent oligarchy, we have
no fized condition in which man, woman or
child must remain from birth to death, but
many of us long for just that sort of thing. It
would gratify the silly billies and the Miss
Nancysand the present race of wealthians very
much i# Rhey could be perpetually known ws
the “Four Hundred,” for instance. Now, that
18 & howely illustration and it mustof ne-
cessity appeal to every intelligent reader. But
the Four Hundred of today is not the Four

Hundred of five years uzz x -
maeney; how quickly

Let one of them lose
he drops ont!

Is he any better becanse he has money? Is
he any worse becaure he has lost it? A thought-
ful glance at the men and women who are be-
fore the public in the social skrise will teach a
lesson pregnant and most suggestive. They,
in a large.majority, are men of no special head-
Rear, women noticeably frivolous. Itis
within the memory of every intelifgent observer
when the Vanderbilts were not asked in what is
known 88 society. Do you suppose that John
Jacob Astor, the origival, the good old ped-
dler, the graduate from a butcher's shambles,
shared the bospitality of the old Duteh Knick-
erbockers or of Gotham's best people? Still
less could he find acceptance in the
giddy-headed throng, and if I read aright,
vulgar ®s waa his origin, meager ns was his
education, incomplete as was his social endow-
went, he had too much native common sense
to care for either the one or the other. He
knew what he was fit for. He was an excellent
servitor in a butcher's shop. He was acom-
petent butcher; be developed early the trading
ustinet, and his nose for progress was unus-
ually keen, as is evinced by the marvelous pur-
chases of land mnde by him in times when
such transactions were regarded as the very
height of folly. But the Astors of today are
actually quarreling among themselves as to
which is the Mrs. Astor. If the good ladies
who indulge in this knew the mirth they ex-
cite, if they could appreciate the hither verge
of the comical side of the situation, they
would, let it be hoped, in the interest of honest
American wo ood, blush st such utterly
un-American, nonsensical airsand would-be
graces.

Look at rugged Cornelins Vanderbils the
elder.

Start with him on his flat boat. Comeup with
him as that well-packed head of his brainifie-
ally.ran out in various directions, and always
ulong the right line to wealth, to usefuluess, to
helpfulness. See how he grew, and then mark
the processional following. See what his son
William H. did and then come with me andlook
at his sons, the grandsons of the original Cor-
nelius—Cornelius apd William K.

In society?

I should gay so.

Why?

It won’t be said ‘“Because they are Christian
gentlemen.” There are several others of that
kiond in New York. It won't be said **Because
they are railroad experte." There are thon-
sands of such in the land. It won't be said
“Because they are quiet, modest, courteous,
hospitable.” Buch, tuunk God, is the charac-
ter of millions of Americans,

Why, then?

Obviously for the same reason that the Astors
two generations ago were admitted into what
is technically known as society—because they
have mmple mesns and are able to hold their
own in any race where wealth is a factor.

But where you will find one such man as the
late John Jucob Astor, where you will find one
such man as Cornelius Vanderbilt, you will find

the McAllister stripe. Aping the weaknusses of
foreign lands, copying the excrescences of peo-
le who live under totally ditferentconditions,
¢y have developed an obvious desire to im-
press upon their fellows that they sre really
400 very uncommon individuals,
And so they are.
But not in the way they imagine.

Fallen Bo—1 give up the t,
What boots it to lm“;a. it !mv.un and ever,
In spite of oue's utmost of and endeavor,
Siil to cleave 1o the 1ight,
ow the ligh

Btill to foil L,
Lalls each beightt
What boots it?  Oh, better to climb and to fall,
To strive and to fail, to fight and be alain,
Than o grovel coutent ou the soul's lowest plane,

At the spirit's ciear call
Whoso stirs not at all—

His aball be galll
e —Josnrz B. QDR

fall and as the immense pressure is
forced upon her she vibrates like a thing of
lite, ~ forward by gisnt leape E

man is as post. Every mubrm
snd brave mm%mhm
seconds that elapse be order to ram

keep de blas’"

tea almost entirely by his ship, arguing that, ]

scores of lunkheéads whose aspirations are of4

BEN BUTLER'S WOOING

A Rothanice Which the General Omit-
ted From His Autobiography.

SARAH HILDRETH, ACTRESS.

A Btage Career That is Generally Forgotten—
A Modern Mystery in New York—A Clever
INusion—The Decline of Carmenta im Pub-
lie Favor.

Correspondence of The Evening Star.

New Yorx, February 12
=== N ALL THE REVIEWS
| of that most remarks-
ble life history, the an-
tobiography of the Hon.
Benjamin F. Butlen,
there has beem mot a
single mention of one

of the most interesting
episodes in the famous
politician's varied cas
reer. His own pen
aven has not dealt with
it, because, perhaps, it
- is the most cherished
event in a past that is held sacred by him. Yet
it is, after all, the softening romance in Gen.

Batler's life, in which the storme have far ex-
eceded the calms. Those who know the old

war horse, who have been under the spell

of his eloquence, who have felt the fervor of
his invective or the keenness of his satire,

who have watched him in sngry debate or in
cratty legal argument, will be surprised most
of all to know that Gen. Butler once cnjojtd
the romance that is commonly attributed to
sentimental fledgings only. We read much of
the stern labor of his younger years; his indom-
itable pluck, his struggie through poverty and
obscurity to gain bis edueation and his combats
with prejudice and influence to gain recogni-
tion and power. Dut we read little or nothing
at all of his young man's fancies of a tenderer

nature.

There is no hint that he was ever a lover,
nothing to indicate that the ambitious and
grim young lawyer ever Elended his own cause
before a judge with cherry lips, cheeksof
down and melting eyes. Burely, sinco all the
world loves a lover, Gen. Butler may well have
told us the story of his first and only romance—
the romance that hmnﬁht to him years of hap-
piness and children to lighten his hours, and
was only ended by death. There have been
hundreds of romances just like it, bat far more
less Lt:rom in their results. Gen. Butler
marr an actress. This era of playgoers,
with ite score of famous favoritesof the foot-
lights, has probably never heard of Sarah
Hildreth. Yet she was in her day an actress of
note. Barrounded by admirers, high in social
favor—a rure distinction for any player in that

rejudiced time—fascinating in person and bril-
E:mt in intelleot, Barah Hildreth muy well bave
claimed homage from impressionable young
men. BShe was the daughter of Dr. Isanc Hil-
dreth, a reputable Phyaicim then practicing in
the city of Lowell, Mass., for s0 many years
Gen. Butler's home snd the scene of some of
his most fumous political triumphs.

SARAN HILDRETH'S CAREER.

Barah Hildreth was carefully educated in her
native city, and doubtless her acquaintance
with the theater was extremely limited during
ber girlhood. But that did not prevent her
from becoming enamored of the stage. Bhe
was scarce eighteen when there came,to her an
opportunity to realize her fondest dreame.
Visiting relatives in Brooklyn, she was easily
enabled to put her purpose to the test. She at
once placel]) herself under the tuition of that
admirable actress and lovely woman, Mrs. Ver-
non, who found in her bandsome young pupil
remarkably promising material. The course
of study for the stage in those days was not too
long. On August 10, 1837, Barah Hildreth—
doubtlees to the amazement of her friends in
quiet Lowell—made ler debut on the profes-
sional stage, coming forth, moreover, not a
minor actress, but as a full-fledged *“‘star.”
The scene of Lher essay was the historic Park
Theater in this city, the first bouse and the
most famous of that name, and the play was
“The Wife,” Sheridan Knowles' powerful
story of intrigue, in which the fair young
debutante uppeared as Mariana. The occa-
sion was & benefit to W. H. Chippendale, who,
oddly enough, is the mﬂ.’f surviving member of

memorable cast. The hero, Pierre, was
acted by Cheries K. Mason, a then noted lead-
ing man. Barab Hildreth's success was in-
stuntaneous. The house was brilliantly
crowded and ifs suditors were disposed to be
critical, for star debutantes in those days were
not regarded with stroug favor, the popular
theory holding that they should rise from the
rauks after years of preparatory service. Dut
the gentle grace and retined beauty of Barah
Hildreth won the severest of her critica. Her
lady-like demcanor, her intelligent counte-
nance, ber modest costume, all spoke volumes
in her favor. At first it was observed that her
elocution was somewhat marred by a lack of
expression and variety, and that her manner
wasd not quite animated enough in the more
forcelul ecenes of the play, but on the whole
her debut was marked by success, and that sue-
cess made of the Lowell physician's daughter
an actress destined to charm thousands of
American playgoers before she shounid capitu-
late to the fierco woving of Lenjamin F. Butler.

Offers came to her at once 1rom numerous
shrewd menagers. The stock-company system
then ruled, and among the southern managers
who had just visited New York in eearch of
buddieg taient was William Abbott,who owned
theaters in Charleston and Columbia, 8. C,
Mr. Abbott engaged Miss Hildreth for his com-
pany, which alternated between the two cities,
end during that winter also she ap ed in
Savannsh. Bubsequently she played in several
cities in North Caroliua and Virginia, after
which she returned to New York. In 1842 hav-
ing then gained an enviable repute as a con-
scientious, powerful actress and an estimable,
wrelived woman, Sarah Hildreth became the
lesding lady in the stock at the old Park Lhea-
ter, this city. On the same boards, which five
years earlier she had trod infear and trembling,
she now came forth crowned with the laurel of
public favor and at the head of a comtnr of

layers brilhant in every respect. ound
er were gothered William E. Burton, the
famous Toodles; Thomas Barry, the best
stage manager of his day; Henry Placide,
rare comedian and jolly :e’llow; Carson W.
Clarke, Henry Bellamy, Mrs. Vernon (her
old preceptress); Mra. Thomas  Barry
(the first), and a dozen others equally noted,
and all dead and gone long ago. This engage-
ment may be regurded as the turning point in
Sarah lhfdruth'u stage career. Her talents, it
was soon diseovered, were overehadowed by
the ri ones of thoge by whom she was sur-
rounded. Her opening performance was as
Rosalind in **'As You Lake 1t,"”” but there was a
brave Urlandv to command much of the ap-
plause and a Jaques whose c¢ynicism drew all
the laughter, so that Rosglind was somchow a
lesser tigure in the play. The result was a
surprise and a sorrow to the young actress
friends, Lut it was & not uncommon outcome.
Muss Hildreth's engagementut the Park wascat
short, probably by berself, and before Christmas
of that year she had accpted an offer of the
“leads™ in the stock at the old National, Cin-
cinnati, then under the msaoagement of the
jsume Chip ale a4 whose bomefit she had
made her debut. There she remained three
months, during which she played a8 a star in
Louisville, and in that city also was the recipi-
ent of a mammoth benetit.
HE ESCOBTED HER NOME.

At that benefit, applsuding the young aotress
a8 she recited the ponderous blank wverse of
Talford’s “Ion,” was Benjamin F. Butler. The

Inwyer, then in the catalogue of “rising young
mé¥W of the east, had already pressed his suis
and bad won a favorable snswer. To attend
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how common sense has prevailed over illusion
within forty years in mattess of amusement.
An exact counterpart of the Poe chess player
has been for several seasons an nary
exhibit in one of our muscums, and onl
the unsophisticated of visitors is foo!
by it. adocd_ the expert who sits inside the
wooden man and guides his hard is well-known
in cbess circies, The illusions, which com-
mand much attention in this fifty-cent museum,
must be far more difficnit to solve and more
pleasurable to look at than the contrivance that
pigued the cariosity of Poe and his publie.

n interesting conjurer has come to this es-
tablishment from Paris. He looks like every-
thing else but s sieight-of-hand man. He
Lears a strong resemblunce to Lord Salisbury,
the English premier. The sceret of bhis iilu-
sions lies in the by him of a gentle
and plausible manner. He L like the refined
E:::pocket; you don't suspect him, and so you

your watch. This magician, npon going
to work, unbuttons his cuffs and lays bare to
above the elbow s of fat white nrms, ex-
cusing himself, in his curious, broken E:;hlh.
*“for undressin inxm“ His greatest
trick is prefaced by tableaux representing the
culture of silk from feeding the worms to the
ished material, dyed in rich colors. The
girls who personate the Chinese in these pic-
tures are unfortunately, with owme exception,
what is known as British blondes, while their
hair should be Chinese black, and this part of
the illusion may be justly termed a delusion, if
€ magician's ia, of i one that
been shown by two of our American showmen,
who bought it from him, but be presents it
more elaborately. In the final tableau be ap-
rs in 8 monk's garb. He has, as the well-
nown legend runs, smuggled some eilk
worm eggs out of China, and he taps his pil-
grims stafl with a knowing look (for it is all
pantomime) ss much as to say: “I bave tite
egge inside.” In the center of the stage
he suspends & silk ecord loosely across
two thin uprights as high as bis head
Then, walking to the back of the stage, he
icks up what secms to be a small wooden
rame about two feet uare, over which is
streiched white paper. It is just such a thing
as is used for cheap show caras. 7This he turus
over and over, to show that there is mothing
bidden at the back of it, and then hangs it on
the line. Next he outlines upon the suspended
paper the figure of a silk worm, enclosed in an
oval outline. Buddenly.you are simply
ustounded to see the frame collapse, ani be-
bind it, hanging apparently from the same
cord, a largs yellow silk egg, looking lke &
big Chinese lantern. Something is stirring in-
gide. The next instant the ehell is broker. and
forth issues none other than a charming woman,
clad in white silk and with white wings ou ber
shoulders. It i wonderful trick How did
that get there without your secing it? How
was that one hundred snd thirty pound chick
suspended by that frail line, which was not
even tied at the ends, but merely luid across the
Fesn? As we are sensible observers and don't
ook with the blind eyes of those travelers who
eee miracles in East Indian jugglery, we know
that the big egg and ite contents are, of course,
placed there by some very simple trick, but the
secret has not yet been discovered. °
THE DECLINE OF CARMENCITA.

Our faddists have had enough of Carmencita.
The pleasure-seekers went stark mad over her
last winter, and everybody has read how the
women and girls of the Four Hundred were
taken in box parties to the disreputable con-
cert hall where the Bpanish danseuse danced.
She has returned to the s of her former tn-
umph, and now she is a All efforts to
boom ner fall. Recourse was had to the fiction
that she was u sufferer from heart disease and
was likely to drop dead in one of her gyrations,
but people won't even go tosee ber death kicks.
She dances as well as ever, but the spectaiors
are confined to the more or less tough rounders
who ordinariiy frequent this gilded dive. There
are & few loyal admirers of Carmencita left,
however, and last night, as one of them sat
watching hek, he enunciated the theory of high
art expressiveness that some folks find only ab-
surd and grotesque in Carmencita.

*“There is no doubt that dancing has s speoch
of its own that discourses eloquently to the
human heart,”” he said, and the fact that
daucing is quite as old as speech is proof that
it is of equui dignity, the ouly difference being
that one  a language to the ear and
the other to the eye. The latter has the
advantage of being far greater in quickness,
just as wight is mauny thousand times quicker
than sound. Now, the speech spoken by the
dancer mi vary, but when it comes to the
fiery speech of attitude, to the fervor and
passion of the poetry of motion, the Spanish
dancer leads all the rest. This is the charm of
Carmencita's dancing. We like it because of
its ardor, its intensity, its warmth; it speaks to
us in the tongue of vehemenece born of life in a
land of sunshine, in a land of the wine pressand
theolive, where people woo passionatelyand for-
get g Carmencita is thoroughly Spanish,
and that’s secret of her wonderful success.
Her motions have the sway, and the rock, and
the bend, but thst ia only to ewphasize the
whirlwind which will soon burst upon you.
With lightuing rapidity ber slender Lody and
limbs will strike out her thoughts as the
orchestra with its quick staccato portrays a
sudden emotion. You try at first to follow her
fiying feet, then her wonderfully gracefui
arms, then the motions of her head, then the
ﬁ'ur of her body, but you are dazed and

isappojnted. You begin 10 fear that her fame
Las veen exaggerated.”

Exaggerated! That has been the verdict in
every city visited by Carmencita except New
York. Her American tour was a failure ina
popular and money sense. But a meution of
her fissco did not silence the adulatory man.
He went on: “‘Oh, it is gradually that you learn
to understand the languege she is speaking;
youkive over trying o put the letters to-
getber, to make up words, or even to put words
together to make up a sentiment. You wait
until she bas finished her sign picture and then
you are charmed with its tone and coloring and
contrast; it is mﬂeci in its harmony, it has the
very giow of Spanisl sunset to it, the very
odor of the orange grow
eparkle of tine old Xeres.
appreciabie to the taste.”

Ten minutes later, in the room under the
stage, Carmencita sat for a brief time. Car-
mencita smiled on no stranger until after he
was introduced by a mutual acquuintance, and
even then the smile was not meaunt to encourage
unconventional treatment.

*1 don’t know why New Yorkers were raptur-
ous over me,"” she said in Spanish, “and 1 don's
wonder that they've got over it.”

Further conversation revealed the fact that
she dida't mean, by her dancing, any of the
subtleties which my friend had ascribed to her;
that she couidn’t even comprehend his fine
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drink a little champagne.
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To the Editor of The Evening Star:

Please allow me space enough in your valua-
ble paper 10 express my opinion in regard to
taxing departmental elerks for the pensioning
of the aged government employe. I cannot
understand why any one employed by the gov-
ernment for fifteen or twenty years should
need the aid of a charity fund. ey certainly
receive all they are worth, and if they are capa-
ble of filling a pesition under the government
they ought to be oaupable of taking care of their
ealary. Even if such & “fand” were started
none would need a pension but those that
E-tronin the pool rooms, saloons and gam-

ling houses. * There sre very few mechanics
or laborers that ask for assistance from charita-
ble institutions il they are able to

orm
manual laber, and why should employes of the
government? Their is surely better

than the average. Would it not beb!etur to
contribute a small amount at once for those in
actual want? Irefer to the poor widows and
hel — nm:}i:nd :Tz:grru a few
even ago. wo not be a idea for
Uncle Sam to havessetof “Franklin’smaxims™
printed and h

ung on each governmentem-

ploye's desk or in a conspicuous place.

REAL ESTATE GOSSIP,
The Btreet Rallroad Facilities Proposed In
Congress.

BSONE OF THE MEASTRES NOW BEFORE THE LOCAL
LEGISLATURE—THE INCREASE IX THE NUMBER
OF GOVERNXNENT EMTLOTES RESIDENT IN THE

was granted that
asked for this city
wonid be pretty well
gridiroped with car
tracks. But of course
only a very small pro-
portion of such bills
ever receite favorsble sction, much less pass
the two houses. Each session, bowever, wit-
nesses an increase in the number of measures
of this character that are brought to the st-
tention of Congresa. In fact the guestion of
the street railroad facilities of the city has
within the past or two taken a inent
place with p&.myhi:hmhdhfn th.mw

progress of the District. It used to be
that street improvements wass the main

theme of the requests made Yyearly
upon for legislation affecting
Distriet interests.  Street improvemente

still represent very important and maorial
needs of the District, but they have now 1o
vield or at any rate to share the first place to
the question of ruilroad facilities. It is ensy to
understand why this should be so, This city
Lus reached the stuge in its development when
the population is pressed out from the center
and the outlying territory is occupicd with
bomes. It is necessary that the occupants of
these homes should have easy and rapid com-
munieation with the bLusiness center. There
&re some sections of the city which have be-
come thickly built up, and yet they are with-
out sireet railroads. 1he residents, as well as
the owners of property who desire to find
a market for their property, are nat-
urally anxious that this need should be
supplied at once. Hence the demand made upon
Longress.  In receut years three railroads run-
ning into the suburbs have been chartered and
one or iwo of the existing ity roads bave been
nuthorized to build extensious. But practically,
as far as the city is cuncerned, the street rail-
road facilities are about what they were fifteen
or twenty years Of course there are two-
Lorse cars instead of the bob-tailed car anda
cable eystem and cushions on the car seats and
other improvements, but the street railroad
system of today covers about the same territory
within the linuits of the city asit did years ago.
SOME PROPOSED MEASURES.

The efforts that are now being made to
supply what are regarded as deficiencies in the
present service are represented by bills
authorizing the construction of entire new
roads aud also by bills providiag for the ex-
tension of old roads, Asis well known to the
readers of Tue Sram, Senator McMallan, the
chairman of the District committee, bas sn-
nounced as his policy that so far as possible
the absolute needs for new service should be
supplied by building brauches or lines con-
necting with those of existing companies. A
number of such measures are being or have
been considered by the District committees.
For example, itis proposed tuat the Washing-
ton and Georgetown railroad should be ex-
tended to the mew Georgetown or Free
bridge, and the property owners and residents
in the wicinity of the 7th street road
would be deliglited if this company would con-
tinue the cable system along this street beyond
the present terminus of its rosd, which is at
the Loundary. Keal estate along 14th street
extended hias been appreciating in value ever
since it was determined that the cable system
would be coutinued out to Mount Plessant.
1he Tth street property owners look forward to
the same gratifying results in the event that
7th street extended is made » part of the cable
system.

1t is also proposed that an extension to the
Metropolitar road be built along ¥ street from
Dupent Circle east to 9th street. It is held
that there is & necessity for a cross-town road
and this plan Las been suggested as & means of
supplying this need. Another branch of the
eame rond is advocuted which would leave the
main stem at East Capitol street run along 11th
Etreet to the south and thence east along Penn-
syivania avenue to the new bridge. Then there
is the Columbia railroad with 1t western ter-
minus at New York avenue and 15th street. It
is designed to continue this line nlong Pennsyl-
vania avenue to 17t street, thence south to G
street and west aiong that street.  As an alter-
nailve proposition the new branch could leave
the present line at 18th and H streets, run slong
the latter street to 17th street and so on along
the route as above indicated,

The House has already passed a bill ti
an extension to the Eckington road, -m -:ﬂ
allow its tracks to be continued along G street
to New Jersey avenue and thence south, reach-
ing the Capitol ds at the end of North
Capitol street. It is desired that the new Rock
Creck Railroad Company should have the priv-
ilege of extending ite tracks from 15th street
ulong Boundary 1o 7th street. The Anacostia
railroad would like to come up 6th street to F
and thence along F to 11th and south to its
present line near the Center Market. Some
of these plans have taken the form of
bills and others are still under considerstion.
1t 15 fair tolrresume that some of these meas-
ures, as well as some bills providing for entirel y
new lines, will survive the uncertminties of
congressional action and become enacted into
laws. The importance of supplying the city
with ample streetcar facilities is tully recog-
ltlhiu;.l. and there is no doubt but that much of

@ luture prosperity of the city depends upon
the development of this feature of l.‘.?t.;r life.

THE PROFITS OF A SYNDICATE.

The practice of bandling large tracts of land
or high-priced property by means of syndi-
cates has become well established bere, snd it
is compuaratively easy to organize a syndicate
if there isany profit in sight BSome times
when an alluring prospect of this character is
somewhat hazy those who form the syndicate
g0 in on the doctrine of chances and accept
the result with philosophic composure. As @
rule syndicates make money just as individuals
do who put their money in Washington real
estate. Perbaps there are cases where in the
opinion of &b most interested the harvest
1s not as great as they had expected, still there
are exceptions to every rule. A member of &
syndicatic which is quite large enough to be
dignified with the name of an in ted
company recently told & Bran man t his
company was about to pay a second dividend
amounting $o 11 per cent. They had been or-
gunized less than two years, and with & capital
of tlw.lmﬁ‘i:d acquired a w&l.ock o1 city
property. greater portion of urchase
mouey been secured by s trust, -gd in ad-
dition to paying the intorest, taxes and
other expenses ¥ had accumulated a sur-

lus of some £30,000 '
the property.
the m::lua. were represen by .two divi-
dends—one of 10 per cent and one of 12—
made the total profits on an investment of
£100,000 in less than two years some §72,000.
THE NUMBEE OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES

An interesting side light was thrown upen
the question of the increase during the past
two years in the number of residents of the
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| Roverument pays the most 1

aniration.
at met the requirements of the
case in all particulars, but finally Mr. Charles
W. Handy, the roal estate broker, has secured
for the institute a lot which has mel the ap-
proval o:h those intcrested. The deed 't
ferring this property to George Bogus,
treasurer of .o{‘::’m““. Les Mm on
record and the final steps have ore been
taken. The new jocation is on the west
Side of 10th street between | and K
Strorts and consists of three m-“
pieces of property belonging to these individu-
als. The entire property gives a frontage of 70
feet on 10th strect with = depth of %0 feet W0 o
25-feot alley  This property was purchased
Mr. Handy in convection with H. C. Stowsrt
Bon and A. M. Gorman, real estate brokers,

from Charles F, E. Richardson, Kobert D. Moo
ton and W. W. Goddasrd, executor, et al.

The price paid for the entre prvpﬂ% -
m_l‘_lg: which is at the rato of about $3.72 per
square fool. Dlans will be «t once propared
for the erection of & handsome building, which
will be specially adapted for the needs of the
institute. In addition to the library, reading
rooma, school rooms. &c., there will be s q'-
nasium, & large ball aud reception rooms. {4 4e
estimated that the buiding alome will cost
sowe §40,000.

———em.
Against Pensioning the Clerks.
To the F'ditorof The Evening Star

The proposition to reserve 2 per cent of de-
partmental clerks’ salaries for the creation of
& pension fund is the most sickly sentimen taliom
based on the grossest injustice. Nor ave the
advocates of the Alderson bill the least back-
ward in making unwarranted ststements in
support thereof. *C. H.™ in a recent issoe of
Tuk Sran says: “The young especially are in
favor of the bill.” On the coutrary we have
failed to dircover this cinss of Youngsiers
salaries, ox-
acting fewer hours to the day tham privaie
concerns.  Law, medieal and other schools of
the very best all bave classes st hours when the
clerical force of the government can sttend.
The enroliment of clerks in these olasscs show
that & large per cent are fitting themseives for
independent professional business with « view
fo quitiing the government's employ before
the weight of years i upon them. | cinng
18 mot “especiaily in favor of the bill" The
Young or middle-aged clerk who bappens to be
an “obnoxious partusan” on the chauge of the
administration Lad & little rather have the 3
per cent of Lis salary to go with his “removal™
than to leave it for somwe one who has not voted
since Andrew Jackson ran for President. The
clerk who has epent twenty-five to thirty years
in the government's employ and who is now
worth trom the tens to bundred thousands
of doliurs certainly 1s an object of charity and
ought, it he has to give up bis clerkship, to be
puid 2 per cent of the student clerk’'s $300 or
1,000 salary! Or bhe of less business
tact, but who knows how to lead a “‘merry life
and a short one,” who knows how to spend his
salary Lefors he gets it, should, after his

rears of Lig salary and rotous living, be
wed to put his band in the pocket of the
Young man who is trying tosave enough money
w0 buy a little protessional library or s few
mechanical iustruments and take out 2 per
cent of his gross carnings that the wine may
not stop when be is thrown out on the cold
world.  Let those who wish forwm their mutoal
beucfit nssociations, but do not force tribute
from those who would not voluntarily become
members. Perbaps if the bends of the depart-
ments would take the trouble te find out the
financial condition of these old and uscless clerks
they might find that the service of & m
many could be dispensed with wi
“cruelty.” The man or woman who fails to
Iay by from bis or ber thirty years of liberal
salary something to keep them when old age
comes on certainly bas a poor cinim for
sion on the government aud far less on the
tellow clerks. The charactor of the sorvice
snd the rules governing does not admit of
comparison with the multary service. It W
claiined the schieme is & charitable one, but i
1s strange churity that 1 founded on extortion.
Pesstox Orrics CLEBE.
—— .

John Will Keep Quiet
From the Xew York Tribune.

A young married couple who live in anapard-
ment house up in Madison aveuus went out te
dige jast Sunday afternoon, and, as they hed
allowed the servants the same privilege,
spartment was deserted when the owners
turned in the early evening. When they

the bousebold began to fumble for keys he
borrified to discover that they were either
or suugly ensconced at that momens in
other and inaccessible pocket.

“Carrie,” he said in stricken tones, “I think—
I'm airaid—that s, 1—0've left my ™

“You don"ll R mld,.fh. ud-. R

] really do,” he sa um nerv
impossible novks and crannd mﬁ clothing for
the longed-for bunch.

“The elevator boy of conrse has & key,” an-
wounced bis wife. “*Call bim."

*There ure ounly two and we bave both," he
answered briefly, still fumbling in & hopeless
way.

“Can you pick the lock, Edward? she asked.

“I was mot educated for » burglar, Care-

line.

“Then we must send for s locksmith.”

“Tonight—no shops are I am afraid
we must either break the door or send for the
superintendent,” he said decisively.

ey rang the bell for the elevator, and sad
d.'-mlflfouﬂ”tm’lrlﬁ.ll“m

1t is & terrible thing to sit on an apartment
house stuir and lovk st your own door slosed
against you.

“John,"” said the keyless proprietor when the
elevator arrived, “*have you s key that will s
our door?”

“No, sir.”

*Johu, you are not & large man. ™

“No, sir.”

“Do you " (with & gleam of
“that it I offeted you & dollar and bossted
you could squeeze through the transom?™

I maght try, sir.”

*I wish you would.”

There was a rattie :f coins, fdl-::
shufiling, pushiug an :zur-m;.
capped ﬁ-“ - of d.lhpaan::dmu.

/ & pair
in saght. ,&\'m‘ gone that far John stuck.

*iai, there,” onmwe in mufied
balf anside.

“Yeu."

*“Iry the door.™

The luckless fiat owner turned the
and to his astonisbment the door opened,
inside, hanging in the lock, was the bunch of
keys.

**Caroline,” he ""W “The door's opsa

- you're & vou
to be ashamed of yourself for hﬂﬂm
uolocked,” she declared A

A crowd was gathered in the botel smoking
room and & stranger, somewhat seedy, but of
gentlemanly
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