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SILVER IN MASSES.
of Fabulous Treasure in
P

WILL SILVER EVER BE CHEAP?

How the Wonderful Deposits at Creede and
Aspen, In Colorado, Were Formed—In-
genlous Ways of “Salting”™ Silver Mines—
The Comstock Lode.

HE POSSIBILITY
that Uncle Sam may be
obliged to coin without
charge al! the silver of-
fered to him causes the
government to regard
with peculiar interest
the pew discovery in
Coiorndo of deposits of
that metal which prom-
jve to astonish the
world with their pro-
dnetiveness and per-
haps to reduce the
market value of the precious substance itself.
The silver output of this country is growing
sheadily greater—it was more than $70,000,000
last year—and it is realized that the
wﬂurom regions of the wesp have
% begun to be

drawn npon. Bo-
manzas of fabuions

treasure  remain
to be discovered, of which a mere rugges-
is afforded by the recent finds of gigentic
ore masses at (resde and Aspen. One ol these,
ealled the “Molly Gibson mine,"” bas yielded rock
worth #12,000 & ton. A single carload produced
$75.000. A Star reportera few mornings ago
saw & chunk of it at the office of the geological
survey. Silver composed one-half of the mass,
mixed with arsenic and antimony—a rare com-
binstion. Workiog in this kind of stuff is al-
most like digging for weslth in the vaults of
the treasury at Washington. A pocket in the
*“Park Regent” at Aspen, as big as a good-sized
room, struck vine weeks ago, heid $100,000.
NATURE'S PROCESS.

The processes by which nature formssuchac-
enmulations of silver are very interesting. It
must be remembered that the earth’s crust is
full of water, which percolates everywhere
through the rock, making solutions of elements
obtained from them. These chemical solutions
take up small particles of the precious metals
which they find scattered hereand there. Some-
times the solutions in guestion are hot, the
water hasving got =0 far down as to bg wet
boiling by the internal beat of the globe. Then
they rushied upward, picking up the bits of
metal as they go. Naturally, heat assists the

ormance of this operation. Now and then
g'ltmm thus formed, perpetually flowing
hither snd thither below ground, pass through
eracks or cavities in the rocks, where they de-
posit their loads of silver. TLis is kept up for
# great length of time, perbaps thousands of
ears, until the fissure or pocket is filled up.
nies permeating the stony mass in every
direction may become filled with the metal, or
occasionally 8 chamler may be stored tull of
ft, as if & myriad hands were fetching the treas-
ure from all sides and hiding away & future
for some lucky prospecior to dis-

TOVEr.

VARIOUS COMBINATIONS.

The silver is not deposited in a pure state,
however, but in combination with sulphur,
arsenie or other minerals, depending upon
whether the original solution was sulphide of
pilver, arsenide of miver, or what not. Fre-
quently it is found together with lead and sul-
phar, Leonue lead has the peculiar property

©of being able to dissolve silver. This 1s the

ease with the ores at Creede, which are in
gnormous masses of rock that were thrown by

Voleanic action out ef the interior of the earth

thousands of vears ago. So wonderfully rich

are thev that the stuff dug out is sent crude to
tive mills without sorting and yieclds often thou-
* pands of dollars a ton. When it is considered
that 13 cubic feet weigh a tom it will
be perceived how great the profit is in the
working of soch material. Here and there
chunks of the pure metal are found, where the
other elements have been dissolved out of it by
the sction of the water, lcaving what looks like
pilver moss.
THE ASSATING
of a bit of this sulphide of lead ore isa very
simple and pretty procesa A little cup of
porous clay is made and inte it is put the speci-
men to be tested. Heat is applied to melt the
latter, when the lead runs into the pores of the
clay cup, leaving & button of pure silver be-
hind. Atacertafm point in the performance
there occurs a sudden brightening of the silver
batton, which miners call the “blick,” and it is
st this moment that the operation must
be brought to a close, lest some of the
metal be volatilized and lost. In smelt-
ing the ore in bulk the same method is
often employed on a big scale. The clay cup
used is four or five feet across and the silver
button obtained may be of several pounds
weight. At the last, for the same reason not
well understood, certain gases which have
formed within the metallic mass barst out in
mizisture volcanoes, producing a remarkable
effect
IN ITS NATURAL STATE.

Bilver, as it is ordinarily found in nature, is
mot pretty to look at, nor has it any glitter.
The rich ore from the “Molly Gibson™ is of &
bl ¥y color and lusterless. There is
plenty of glitter to be seem in the silver
caverns, but it is the irom or copper pyrites
mingled with the “Eeeiom metal that ehines
with brilliant erys Here and there, too, are
found nests of quartz erystals, beautiful to the
eye, as well as amethysts and other shining
stones, usually of no value. Often there are
spangles of free gold im plenty. Much of the
Lullion of the famous Comstock lode in Nevada
bas yielded as much as 30 per cent of gold.
‘The suiphide of lead or ““galena,” which forms
most of the ore at Creede, however, has o
bright luster of its own.

A CLEVER TRICE DISCOVERED.

An amusing story is told by the noted geolo-
gist, Clarence King, of au investigation which
be made of an alleged silver mine in Utal. He
undertock the task at the instance of certain

i who proposed to buy the property,
which was represented to be mt;f enormous
Appearances were coertainly very much
its favor. On the way down the shaft the
on every hand gleamed brightly with
ining ore in the light thrown by the lamps
the sides of the drifts were equally beauti-
to the eye of the observing expert. How-
while e the rock more criti-
, be mnoticed by
thread banging out of
threads do not grow in rock, and the finding of
led to the discovery of the whole
for the fact was developed that the
owner of the mine had taken a great quantity
gulena, reduced it to powder, made it with
into » plaster and carefully stuccoed the
walls of shaft and drifts with the ma-

The plaster was carried for this pur-
gunny sacks, s thread from whick got
with it

A BALTED COLORADO MINE.

bhape even funnier was the salting of a
in Colorado, which was bought by ex-
Benator Tabo# by order from some friends of
bis in Denver. Chicken Bill. & prospector of
rather disreputable notoriety, did the job,
performing it so successfully that £40.000 was
paid over to him for the property without an

question. He was 50 elated over the transac-
tion as to be unable to keep the secret, com-
intimate friends

people who had em Tabor as their
in the matter m to receive the
Bo Tabor, finding it left upon bis
determined to make the best of the
ion aud proceeded to dig further in the
He pierced the rock tea feet farther
upon a body of ore which proved o
the richest ever found in the state.
HOW MINES ARE SALTED.

The gullibility of persons who buy mines
bas passed into a proverb. It is said that such
properties have actually been salted with balf-
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The great silver deposits of the world—those
of them which sre known—were all discovered
by sccident. Nearly every ome has read the

of the Indian hunter Diego Hualen, who
m 1545 foand the wonderful mine of

In the sammer of 1850 Peter O'Riley and Pat
McLanghlin were located at Gold Hill, Nev.
They were working for gold and were in bard
luck. Needing water for their rockers they
dug a hole four feet deepnund came upon an
outeropping of the marvelouslode. 1twasabed
of black sulphide of silver. The men did not
know whatit was, but tried it for gold and
were astonished to find the bottoms of their
rockers covered with the vellow stuff, which
‘h? were soon taking out at the rate of £1,000
a day. “0Old Pancake” Comstock, another
prospector, so ealled because be fed on pan-
cakes chiefly, clnimed and secured n share in
the property. They all were in the habit of
beartily eursing the “‘infernal bluesard,” which
subsequently proved to be silver ore, which
clogged the rockers. The famons “‘Big
Bouanza' was a slice of ore, mearly half silver,
300 fect in width and of nnknown depth. ex-
tending across the Comstock lode. For many
years past it has yielded from $600 to 81,000 a
ton.

HARD LUCK OF DISCOVERERS
| Good luck seldom attends those who discover
| mines. Comstock sold his share of the lode for
£11,000, went broke and biew his braios out.
O'Riley disyposed of his slice for #50.000, lost
| the money and went to prosp eting agaio.
He became insane and thought he heard voices
in the rocks pratiling of great crevices filled
with pure siiver and caverns hned with gold,
Finally he wns shut up in a Innatic asylum.
*Old Virginia™ Fennimore, who located a claim
on the lode and guve his name to Virginia
City, baptizing it with a bottle of whisky, was
thrown while druuk by & bucking mustang and
killed. One of the richest men now at Aspen,
Col, D. C. R Brown, purchased for
250 feet of lumber one-third of a mine worth
At present #1,500,000 a year. Anotherdiscovery
worth mentioniog was made by two men who
were grub staked by ex-Senator Tubor, this ar-
rangement signifying that Tabor supplied
them with provisions and was to be entitled to
one-half of whatever they might find. They at
once proceeded to get very drunk ana con-
cluded that it wonld be just as well 1o sink a
hole on Fryer Hill, Lesdnil:l; lllishc;ggl} th;:trn
was no sign of a prospect. Atthede of a few
feet they -mclpthop;amou ore Eodyol the
Little Pittsburg mine.

William Wright, better known as Dan de
Quille, tellsa remarkable story of a young
matron’s adventure in Virginia City, which is
built directly over the mines of the Comstock
lode. She went to the well in her dooryard
one morning to draw some water ln_d let the
bucket go down “by therun.” The instantthe
bucket struck the water out dropped the whole
bottom of the well. Every drop of water in-
stantly disappeared, and naunght was peen
where it had been but a black and yawning
chasm, in which dangled the bucket. The lady
rushed back into the house.

“What did I tell you?” cried she to her hus-
band. *“I knew that the men who dug that
well were taking no pains with their work."

**What is the matter”" asked her spouse.

“Matter? Matter enough! The bottom hue
dropped out of the well!”

“Bottom dropped out of the well I exclaimed
the husband, surprised.

“Yes, the bottom bas dropped out of the
well, and I am not one bit astouished. 1 knew
when | saw the men putting the bottom in the
well that 13 wonld never be of any account!”

FOR BACKS OF MIRRORS,

Silver bas one interesting use that is very
little known about. Nearly all good mirrors
are backed with it. and not with mercury, as
i# generally supposed. Beforeit is put on the
glass bas 10 be cleaned with the utmost care.
Everyihing depends on that, because if itis not
perfectiy clean the metal will flake off. Finally
the glass is laid with its back down in a bath
of nitrate of silver, to which Rochelle salts are
added, eausing it to deposita film of chemic-
aily pure metal all over the surface. The
total product of the silver mines of the world
from the vear 1500 to the presens time has
beer about 400,040,000 pounds.

LAYING A MINE GHOST.

So many men have been killed in the mines
of the Comstock lode that all of them are sup-
posed to be more or less baunted by ghosts.

A very troublesome spook baunted the 700-foot
level of the Ophir mine for a long time. The
electric beils were continually and unaecount-
ably rung. and persons set to watch at the
level were frightened nearly out of their wits
by groane. shrieks, flashing lights and all sorts
of fearful things. This preplexed the electri-
cian of the mine not s hittle. One day, there-
fore, when signals were coming from the
haunted level he took a dark lantern and went
down to that point.

Hardly bad he stepped off the descending
eage before hio wassaluted withan awful groan.
Advancing into the drift a blinding light
flashed into his eyes, and he heard a low, gur-
gling langh that almost froze the blood in his
veins, Nevertheless, he advanced toward the
laugh, throwing the light of his dark lantern
before him along the drift, but it was empty.
Far away, however, he heard groans, and then
a fearful shriek. Pubing on and flashing bis
light this way and that, be pursued the ghost.
Time and again the light wes flashed in his eyes
and the low, mocking laugh was heard; but,
however quickly he might turn his own light in
the direction whence cawe the sound, he could
see nothing. A moment later the whole mine
would seem to be lighted up in the distance and
the iaugh would be heard far away,

Did he attempt to advance, the light flashed
in his face from some nook near at hand and
a shrick was uttered almost at hisside, Be-
coming desperate,the electrician charged abont
at random through the level, flashing his
lantern in all directions. At length his light
fell upon & man just as the latter was making
into the mouth of an old drift. Keeping Lis
light upon the spot, the electrician rusbed for-
ward and found his man eroached behind some
timbers. Being caught, the feliow rose un and
coolly said, “Well, yvou don’t scare worth a
cent” In his band he held the bull's-cve
lantern which he bad been flashing in the fuce
of the electrician, and be owned to haviog a
confederate similarly equipped. -

RATS A8 MASCOTS

Mines are always filled with rats. The miners
vever kill or molest them, and therefore they
become quite tame and saucy, living well on
the fragments of the workmen's lunches, They
are really of great service, inasmuch as they
devour all ll:l'ﬂr of meat and bones thirown
upon the groun When shere is sbout to be a
greatl cave-in 1o a mine the rats give the miners
their first warning. They become unessy and
are seen scampering about in an unusual
manner. It is supposed that in the begin-
ning of the settling they are pinched in
their holes and haunts by the waste rocks and
timbers, being thus obliged toge forth in
soarch of mnew quarters. A fire in & mine
kills them by thousands. Poisonous gasesgen-
erated by combustion penetrate to every part
of the Jevels and drifts, and not a rat is left
alive. Sometimes =after such a catastrophe
they are gathered up on the floors by bushels.
In trying to jump across the main shaft a rat
ocensionally miscalculates the distance and
tumbles to the bottom. Falling 1.000 feot and
striking s miner on the head it 1s sure to knock
the man down.

DETECTING A RICH STRIKE.

When a “strike” in & mine is learned of and
& strict secrecy is maintained by the owners
then the mining reporter has s chance to dis-
play his genius, On one such ocension a bright
youth got information that was worth mouey
in & very curious fashion. He loitered about
the closed works until the superintendent came
out and changed his clothes, throwing aside
bis muddy boots and clay-besmeared overalls
and shirt. Watching his chance the hungry
seeker news into  the
dressing room and with his jackknife
scraped fromthe boots, overalls, felt hat and
shirt all the mud and clay sticking to them. Of
this and the loose particles of cre found in the
pockets of the shirs he made a ball, which was
composed of a general uverage of the bot-
tom, top and sides of the drift from
which superintendent had just come. This
ball he h:r'u-yad. and from the resuls

btained be b satisied that a strike of
extraordinary richness had Leen made. He
immeiiately telegrapbed to his em in
San Frauciseo to buy all of the stock they could
get. They bought laggely and made an immense
profit, as the stock soon went pp from a few
vollars to hagh in the hundreda.

The One Great Problem.
From the Chicago Trilune.

The young man who bad just received a be-
quest from a rich uncle had been puffing away
at bis cigar in silence for some moments. Bud-
denly be looked up and asked his companion:

“Ever do anything in real estate?""

“I've fried to0,” was the gnarded response.

“Ever bay sny property in the west?"

“Quite & little. ~ Want to bay some?”

“Well, 1 don’t know,” said the young man,
“I'd like to

buy I" exclaimed the one who had

invested. ““That's the easiest part of it, to my

mind. At any rate, it never bothered me.”
*What does one want to know, then?"’ asked

the man in some
hen to sell! No

!
ﬂtﬁ rad
1 dom't to think of
profit

THE ELDER BOOTH.

How He Made His First Suooess in
London.

THE WASHINGTON THEATER.

Bits of Reminiscence in Regard to That For-
mer Fashionable Resort—A Naval Hero
Who Won a Battle Against Tremendous
Odds—The Late Wm. W. Seaton's Courtesy
as = Host. g

Written for Tas EvENine BTun
- o HE VERY TOUCHING
# article on Mra. Duff in
Tax Stan of Baturday,
the 6th instant,
) nwakens the spirit of
/ reminiscence, and I re-
cull those who trod the
boards long ago. My
memory of Cooper,
Kean and Booth is so
fixed by the impression
made upon me that 1
¢ . can recall their sppear-
ance most vividiy., I
never hear of or read of the “Gamester,” that
gloomy tragedy, without seeing in my mind's
eoye the stately, graceful form of James Cooper
a8 Beverly, nor *‘Othello” without rescalling
Charles Kean as Richard, Sir Edward Mor-
timer, Sir Giles Overreach, withoat seaing, and,
in memory, hearing, the greatest of them all—
Booth. John Howard Payne gives s most in-
teresting account of Booth’s first appearance
at Covent Garden in 1817. He says Booth was
aunounced for one might, February 12, as
“Mr. Booth of the Brighton and Worthin
Theaters” in Richard. Nothing was kunown of
Booth at that time in London. He had per-
formed in the humble capacity of messenger at
Covent Garden, but subsequently he had dis-
tinguished himself at PBrussells. Brighton,
Cheltenhamand other theatersin the provinces.
He was not greeted bya full house, but was
very warmly welcomed. Payne says he was
thinner and smailer than Kean, but his voice
and manner was the most extraordinacy imita-
tion of Kean. SBome opposition was manifested,
but applause drowned it and at the fall of the
curtain, when the manager came forward
to announce *‘Midsummer Night's Dream”
for the next night cries rose from
all I\Partl of the house, *“No! no! Booth,
as Richard! Booth! Booth!" And the manager,
after comsuitation at the rrompt gide, an-
nounced that Mr. Booth wonld repeat Richard
the next night. The next night the same scene
occurred at the fall of the curtain. This sue-
cess stamped Booth as a favorite, and negotia-
tions were opened for a fixed salary. Up to
this time Booth had received a little over £2
a week, but coming to London he de-
manded London prices. Failing to secure his
price, Drury Lane, through Kean, secured
im, and with Kean he played a long and suc-
cessful engagement. l?r. Payne says he saw
him as Iago to Kean's Othelio, and he says *it
was & grand performance. The new little man
behaved himself like a great hero. Keanseemed
to feel the force of the new comer, and per-
formed up to full height of Lis wonderful
Power." At the end of the performance Kean
ed Booth before the curtain, and the house
exhansted itself in the wildest applause.
THE DAY OF MES. DUFF.

Ihad the good fortune to moeet anold army
friend, a hero of the Mexican war, a day or two
after the appearance of the very interesting
article in THe Srar of the 5th. His memory is
soperfect of the events of that long past he
was enabled to recall Mra. Duff in many of her
characters. His memory of Mr. John BB Duff,
ber husband, was equally perfeet. In talking
of that period, when Wood & Warren had the
American Theater on Louisiana avenue, he said
Mrs. Wood was one of the best and most versa-
tile actresses of that period and Wood was—
and pausing for a comparison—eaid: *Weil, he
was the Murdock of that day’—and Murdock
still lives to wear the lsurels he so nobly won.

In a letter from his daughter, hLis
amanuensis, received some months ago,
she said: “He enjuys tolerable health,

keeping himself constantly employed, and
is as fond of his profession as ever.” His
marvelous voice, the musie of which will never
be forgotten by those who have heard it, re-
taineall itse power, and at one time led his
friends to hope he might be heard again, bug
the time Le fixed in his letter for visiting New
York bas long past and I fear we bave heard
that great elocutionist and reader and aetor
for the last time. My old [rieud remembered
most vividly James Cooper and he regarded
him as one of the greatest actors he had ever
seen. Howard Payne says: “In natural grace
Cooper is bevond any actor I have ever secn

and he is, too, the Lest Handet on the stage.’

Wymmes says: Cooper is responsible for the
introduction of the “star” systuvm in this coun-
try. By his advice George Frederick Cooke
came to this country. Cooper lived in a house
he owned in New York on the corner of Leon-
ard street and Broadway, subsequently the
Carlton House, where the tragedy ull the killing
of Baydam took pisce, and created the most in-
tense excitement. Though the act was commat-
ted on that crowded thoroughfare the mur-
derer was unknown. It is said Coover lost his
house one night at cards. His daughter, who
presided at the White House as the wife of Mr.
Robert Tyler, is remembered here asa very
accomplished and churlm'ug woman. Your
correspondent from New York, speaking of
Edwin Booth, gives his name as Edwin Thomas
Booth. The name his father gave Lum was
Edwin Forrest Booth and so lLe is registered in
“Wymmes' History of the Stage.”

OLD-TIME RACING IN THE DISTRICT.

My old friend is an authority on racing, as
on the theatricals of the long past. The cap-
tain's memory is a veritable *stud book,” and
he told me what surprised me very much, thet
the first independent second watch used to
tune horses was made at Washington by an old
gentleman [ remember very well, Mr. Julian
Moutandon, a Swiss, who kept a watchmaker s
shop in a little onestory buniding next to the
corner of 1ith sireet, where there is now a hat
store. He suys it was used on the Washington
course. The Messre. Galt say stop watches were
in use long before, but for racing purposes 1t is
not unlikely, Mr. Montenton made such a
wa He was a most ingenious workman and
made for the engineer department an insirn-
ment for mensuring the thgiit of canvon bails,
which, I tuink, Mr. Galt now owns. This led
the captain to speak of the introdaction of the
Euglish race horse in the country, the first be-
ing Diomede, and the fact of there being no
watches to moasure race time execept the
ordinary watch of the day, the time of
Fiying Chiiders and the time of Eclipse,
a mile & minute, was taken by such a waich.
Eclipse, Le said, was bred by the Duke
of Cumberland and sold to Mr. Wildman on
tue death of the duke, and by him sold to a
Capt. O'Kelly, who took the horse to Irelund
sud for some years ran him in the country
races. When Eclipse was five years old he wus
entered for the Derby uud the odds were very
bheavy agninst him, sll of which were taken by
U'Kelgcmd his friends. On the day of the
race Eclipse worr tue first heat, when O'Kelly
snnounced, for eertain odds, be would place
every horse on the field. Sach a wager Lad
numerous takers, and before the start he was
called on to name and place the horses and he
did so by annouucing, “Eclipse first, the rest
nowhere.” He won, for Eclipse distanced the
field. Eclipse never lost s race and with the
winnings of the great horse his owner retired
from the turf and became one of the “landed
gentry.” There are so many interesting eveuts
connected with the okl Washington race
course, the *‘National” it was called, sud truly
80, for during the season the no and the
south, the east and the west met there with
the best racing stock of the gountry. My oid
friend has promised me enough racing iore to
make an interesting column for the readers of
Tuz Bran.

ANOTHER AMERICAN HERO.
Iam indebied to a correspondent, who, I re-
gret, has not given me his name, for an inter-
esting account of a battle which deserves a

aliudes to ms affording him much pleasure,
The battle 'uuiotnghi in the u;rov l(n(}
wm."d u‘m al O
which at that time thuumnonl:::), on
the m of July 16, 1863. To avenge re-
peated ts offered in that remote land to

McDougal, then commander,
Japanese men-of-war, all of size and
gu, in all h?-cut “'llra
5 alone, deatroyed two
dWhmﬂm
::mud-ﬂn.;‘ﬁmu nuzg
of four killed and The
W, -.:mm.mmdl and the

was 1,200 men. This brilliant and unprece-
dented achievement has, with the
tion of the -um' and modest
report made by hero of the

remained unheralded, owing

fact that i{he country was at t

struggling in the throes of the great civil
Such success agninst overpowering
serves a high on the

i

Wyoming at that time was Lient, Commanding
Geo. White Young, the only son of the Ilate
Commodore John J. Young, whose loss of both
legs by the recoil of agnn on board the ill-
fated H;i:mei m;sﬂ the harbor of Matan-
zns in May, , is so phically de-
scribed in the journal of “J‘ud;o l{nke.
My correspondent says no braver offi-
cer ever trod the deck of a man-of-war. He
waa, he says, a worthy som of a noble sire. My
correspondent, who signs himself ““An Almost
Eyewitnees,” saye: “This action, requiring so
much nerve, skill and courage, was not a rash
or unwisely considered move on the part of the
brave commander.
dangers of the channel and also of the skill of
the Japanese as gunners, also that they were
well up in the tactics of modern warfare
i.lhrough instructions from both Dutch and

rench, and that they were eager and apt
scholars). He knew the odds were fearfully
agninst him, but with a clear head and good
knowledge of the depth of the water (he was
aground once during the action) and a wonder-
ful reliance on Providence, his own skill and
the intrepid officersand crew under his com-
mand, he resolved to do his duty unflinchingly
or die in the attempt. To show his thorough re-
alization of the immense danger he wasabout to
run, and the knowledge he Ead of certain an-
nihilation through torture and other barbarie
methods which awaited him and bis brave men
in the event of failure, he gzave clear and con-
cise orders to have all in readiness to blow up
the ship and all on board rather than fall into
the hands of the enemy  With these fearfol
odds against L1m and taking his position on the
bridge, where Le stood during the whole fight,
he took the chances and won the battle,” My
carrespondent says: ““This autbentic material
furnizhed to the columns of Tre Srar will
greatly gratify the few survivors of that mem-
orable occasion and the family of Admiral
McDongal.”

I saw in Tue Star, I think, a few days ago
that the old ship Constitution—*0ld Iron-
sides” —was at the Portsmouth navy yard and
there was some talk of refitting this relic of the
long past and sending her, after her long and
obscure rest, to the Columbian exposition.

THE OLD WASHINGTON THEATER.

Talking with an old Washingtonian, whoese
theatrical experience began in 1835, when he
saw ‘‘The Hunchback™ with Charles Mason and
Mrs. Chapman as the Sir Thomas Clifford and
Julia at the old Washington Theater, he asked
if | remembered the series of portraits which
graced the panels of the boxes (balcony) when
the theater was refitted for the last time in
1837-8 by Alexander McKenzie, who married in
the Jefferson family. .I do remember them
very well, they were painted by Sam Charles,
whose talent #8 & miniature painter (on ivory)
led some of our citizens, Gen. Van Ness among
otners, to eend Mr. Charles to Europe to study.
Soon after his refurn he painted in oil thess
portraits, some from life, Booth, Forest, old
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Warren, then the only
Falstaff; Mrs. Chapman and I think Mrs, Dufl,
Mrs. Drake and others. Like my friend,
I wonder what became of them. Sam Charles
succeeded the Joseph Woods, father and son,
whose portraits were lite itself. I remember »
theatrical portrait painted by Mr. Charles of
Jim Willis, a famed comedian, in Nepperkin,
in the “‘Sprigs of Laurel,” which hung in the
saloon of the Nationa! Theater aud was burned
in the fire of 1845. The old American Theater
was sold in 1538-9 and purchased by Col
Chas. Lee Jones and then was fitted up for a
ball room, and there tue inauguration ball of
Gen. Harrison was given in 1841, and after-
ward the Washington Assemblies were given
there. Those portraits were of snch value they
would Lardly be destroyed. Can any old in-
habitants give iuformation about them? They
would be wvaluable now, not only as works of
art, but as actual portraits,

THE LATE WM. W, SEATON.

I obtained from the Smithsonian Institution
a sketch of the late Wm. W. Seaton, prepared at
the time of his death by the late Prof. Henry
and in recognition of his faithful and gratuitous
discharge for many vears of one of its most im-
portant and responsible executive offices. The

nmJyh]ct. was published in 1567, at the time of

is death, aud recalls many of the charactoris-
tics of that distinguished man. The notice speaks
of Mr. Seaton’s efioris and’influence in obtain-
ing from Congress the organization of that
great institution. The funds bequeathed for
that purpose by James Smithson had been
lonned with other moneys by the government
to the state of Arkansis, and it had remained
for eight years diverted from the object eon-
temuplated by the donor. Through the influ-
ence of Mr. Bcaton, then mayor of Washington,
the good faith of the country was re-
deemed by un unconditional sssumption
of the debt incurred by the improper dis-
position of the fund, which was then
declared to be a permanent deposit in the
treasury of the United States, and interest was
ullowed upon the money from the time of its
receipt in this countcy. The institation was
then organized and Mr. Seaton was elected
treasurer and one of the building committee.
* * * Who ean forget Mr. Seaton as host?
In the gatherings about his generous board
mingled the cordial welcoms and that air of
an older and better school which constantly
distinguished him, the kindly and reassuring
attention unaffectedly bestowed on the least
distinguiehicd guest,the colioquial charm which
extended the fume of his hospitality far be-
yond the sphere of its exercise. * * * aAp
uiter sbeence of seif assertion or dogmatism,
Le excelied by a delicate tact in shielding others
from the wound which n thoughtless or unkind
word might infliet, and the drawing forth
to the best advantage the talents and attain-
ments of each of his guests. A distinguished
foreigner visiting this country while Gen. Cass
was Socretary of State, was asked by the See-
retary if he bad seen Seaton.  He said be had,
and Gen. Cass said: “*lhen you have seen the
best we have to show you." In all the twenty~
seven years of daily and hourly intercourse
with Mr. SBeaton I never heard an unkind word
come from his lips.

‘The brief account of Mr. Seaton’s lifo closes
by quoting the tolluwing passage from a dis-
course delivered on the occasion of his death:
“One of the finest intelleets of this country,
anid of the most devout, almost murtere evan-
gelical faith, bas repeatedly said, ‘that of all
the men be bad ever kunown Mr. Seaton was
nearest perfection, and most ready to enter
God's presence,’ Joux F. Covis.

e
Knew What He Keally Needed,
From the Chicazo Tribune,

He stopped a well-dressed man who had evi-
dently been out for & night with the boys, snd
said:

“I'm in need of a little financial help.”

“Go 'way,” said the well-dressed man.

“Wait & minate,” returned the othor. %I
want to make a business proposition. I meed
50 eents, and need it bad. ™

“*No time to fool with beggars,” protested the
well-dressed man.

*“I'his i no begging trick; this 18 business,”
persisted the stranger. *Ineed half a doliar
and youn need a cub.”

“What are you talking about?" asked the
man who bud besn out with **the boys,"

*Business; nothing but business. You need
a cab as bad as 1 do the balf dollar. I've got
the enb. Have you got the half?"

The well-dressed man looked at the other in-
tently for « moment. Then he said:
h“l';iuy! I guess you're right. I%e got the

“Cab’s just around the corner,” said the
stranger.
h‘HQ took the well-dressed man to it and helped

im in.

*“1 wns just wondering what I needed,” said
the Iatter. *Sori of thought it was another
drin:,.but I guess yon're right abous it's being
a cab.”

And so Le went home.

He was weil aware of the |

WOMEN AS CLERKS.

Their Great Value in the Different
Government Departments.

SUPERIOR EXAMINATIONS.

Bome Interesting Facts Galned From the Re-
sults of the Civil Service Commission—A
Greater Proportion of Women Pass Than
Men—What May Be the Result ia the
Future.

T IS NOT AT ALL A
novelty for Washing-
tonians to disouss the
question of the women
clerks in the govern-
ment departments, but
a writer for Tae Stam
encountered ap official
the other day who was
s0 enthusiastic on the
subject, and who sug-

gested sach & way of
looking at it, that it is
worth while pursuing
the matter a little further.

He was ssked what he thought about th
women clerks in his departmen!, and an-
swered:

“I don't see how the departments could get
along without them. They are a positive ne-
cessity in most instances, and so far as my ex-

rience goes there are very few of them who

o not deserve larger salaries than they get.
1 was not in the service before Gen. Spinner
introduced them into it, but I often wonder
how the departments got along in those days.
Not only do the women do good work, but they
exercise an influence in s government oftice
which is beneficial in every sense. Now, about
their efficiency, I am going to give you & hint.
Just look at the figures of their examiuations
before the civil service commission and see
how they compare with the men.”

THE WOMEN APPLICANTS,

These figures are certainly worth noticing.
First of all take the copyist examination. Those
who apply for this want to enter the depart-
ments in the lowest grades. They are willing
to do simple work that does not require much
thonght or responsibility, and they are willing
to accept a salary of §900 or less peraunnum,
for any salary above tLis requires the clerk ex-
amination, which is far more diffienlt than the
examination forcopyists. The latter sre tested
in penmanship, spelling, copying and arith-
metic as far a8 percentage—that is all. Natur-
ally there area great many female applicants.
Young men who might have the necessury
qualifications think themselves in many in-
ftances above such simple oceupation
and suoch modest pay as the copyist
gets, and they strike for higher places, and in
this way not infrequently miss the subordinate
positions, which the{ are best fitted for. DBut
women who rre wielding the typewriter, or who,
perhaps, are teachiug the village school, or yet
again young women who are just about to take
up the serious business of supporting them-
selves, look upon a copyist's rﬂ“ as not to be
despised and upon a copyist's occupation as
something that it is worth while doing well.
There is another point, too, in the acceptance
by women of so much less pay than men are
willing to take, which must not be forgotten.
It is simply that the young woman usnally has
Lerself alone to take care of. with posmbly a
contribution to the old people of her home,
while the young man has to look ahead to the
probability of having a young wife to take care
of and a family besides,

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS PABSED.

The young lady who becomes a copyist
has at the time she accepts her appointment
the full measure of her expersesin the world

filled, but the young man's expenses have only
just started and will probably increase year
after year.  All this explains the fact that last
year the civil service commission examined
1,204 women for copyists’ positions and only
880 men, but of these men 450, nearly half,
failed to pass, while only 190 women failed.
The examination is not a difticult one and the
method of marking is not scvere. In order to
pass and become eligible for appointment it is
only necessary to get 70 per cent on a scale of
100. The writer endeavored to find some good
manly excuse for thisapparent superiority of
the women applicants over the men, and one
man who was asked about it suggested that a
better cluss of women were ready to apply for
these smaller places than men, the latter being
ignorant fellows who were not able to make o
living and wunted the government to support
them. This may serve on a pinch asan ex-
planation of a fact which cannot be said to be
very pleasing in the eyes of thc “lords of
creation.”
CANDIDATES EXAMIXED LAST YEAR.

Ingidentally it may be remarked that it is
quite extraordinary what a widespread and in-
creasing desire there seems to be to enter the
service of Uncle Sam. Last year thecivil serv-
ice commission examined 5,251 persons who
wanted to be government clerks here in Wash-
ington. In addition to this 3.706 were exam-
ined for the railway mail service, for the cus-
toms service 1,679 were examined, and for the
postal service no less than 8,538, making in all
a grand total of 19,074 people examined for the
government service in one year. Just think a
moment how many people that means. If all
of them were appointed and came from Nevada
it would take away a third of the population of
that state; if they all lived in Alexandria, our
neighbor across the river, and came over to
Wasnington Alexandria would be left withouta
single inhabitant—not even a hack driver to
suggest n hotel to you at the depot. If all the
applicants went to live in Portsmouth, N. H.,
its population wounld be trebled, and yet
Portsmouth, as it stands, is & very respectable
little town in point of population.

It is said that in the Chinese civil service,
whenever an examination is held, several mit-
lions of subjects present themselves. A few
pass and, after years of waiting, several ap-
pointments are given out Batthe examina-
tions are tmmamfoluly difficult and involve a
searching inguiry into an applicant’s know)-
edge of Confucius and higher mathematics.
The usefulness of this knowledge to a custom
house clerk, for example, may well be a ques-
tion of doubt. With us there can be no rea-
sonnble complaint against the examinutions,
for they are practical in character and are av-
plicable, so far as possible, to the duties that a
successful applicant will have to perform. Dut
1t cannot be denied that the number of people
who wish to0 enter the governmeut service is
increasing at quite an alarwming rate. What
will be the end it is hard to predict, but if the
thirst for office holding increases a considera-
ble proportion of the inhabitants of the coun-
try will be applicants for examination before
the civil service commission, leaving out, of
course, those who hold state offices or are run-
niug for state offices or for Congress.

WOMAN'S GENERAL SUFERIORITY.

Bat to return to the female clerks, it will be
found that their superiority is shown not alone
in the copyists’ examination, but in the elerks’
examination, where out of 1,807 men examined
1,221 passed, but only 33 women failed oat of
}a_l examined. The proportion is still with the

wir sex,

The next highest examinations are those that
are called special They involve some amouns
of bchnm professional knowledge, and are
sometimes quite difficait. Thus, in the exam-
ination for clerkships in the State Department
questions are ssked about international law,
treaties ‘m: pmmt:]ut_. u}d u-nalla, too, the
applican e ned 1a foreign languages,

rench, German sud Bpanish being the most
usual ones, but the applicant being pri

—
- llbﬁh‘:t -t-:lh,n -
women. " ¥ 1)
to work to demonstrate many will bo
necessary to accomplish 80 many
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ANINMALS' THOUGHTS.

Their Scope Regulated Not by Touch and
Bight, but Probably by Smell.
From the London Globe.
It is very doubtful, indeed, whether people
appreciate haw great is the guif between our
human thoughts and feelings—thoughts more

of than feelings—and those of the lower animals.

One hears commonplaces of the possibility of

an exira sense, and 8o om, often enough, but
the entire difference of mental basis that must
exist between us and the cats, dogs and horses
which we fancy we understand, seems hardly
- 7er to be conceived. In one direction all ani-
mals are alike—all dread death and physical
injury, all engerly seek and accept suitable
food, all have in their earlier years that ten-
dency to release the serious businessof after
life which we call play.

These common needs and inclinations fur-
nish a mental substratum, a lingua franea, that
roughly all may comprehend, butintoitscrude,
almost formless communications what an in-
finite amount of oursclves we are inclined to
read in, without farther justification,

The lion in the menagerie sprawls, with his
green-gray eyes staring out, it seems, into the
infinite. “‘Splendid tellow,” we say; *noble
creature! He is thinking of the blue moun-
tains that bounded his desert world.”” About as
much, dear poetess, as you,when you have that
look upon your tace, are thimking of the sum-
mation of infinite series or katabolic metaboly.

Lot us first analvze a littie the elements in
the picture of the universe painted on our own
minds. It is a barmony in space and time.
You think of = thing as & form bhaving
a position in what you call apw:l ‘-nd chang-
ing 8% the minutes, hours and y& slip by.
The human world is a world of pictures, onr
memories are gight images that we raise from
their sleep in our brains for a little while. We
scem to live at the back of our eves. The hu-
man world is a visible universe par excelience.

But since thedays of Bishop

he eye sees so clearl,
but as the result of
by our hands. At first the world of the child

{an by its own wvirtue,

must be a flat confusion of shapes, which it

learns to interpret by the movement of its

Lands over the forms it sees. The vision is at
first without depth, without relief, without
Profl. Preyer's little

modeling, or atmosphere.
boy, many months oid, tried to snatch the lamp

in & ruilway carriage several feet beyond arm's

length.

1hose born blind, who at a later age have

been restored to their sight by medical skill,
and who conuqunﬂﬁ
nect sight and touc

vision of
fingers.

And the lion has no fingers. Neither do the
cat, the dog and the horse possess_these neces-
sary media to a nice discrimination of shapes
»nd posilicn. The horse, with its digits im-
Etiamod in a horny hoof, is in a particularly

It is impossible to believe that the
painting on the eye of these creatures is in-
terpreted by them with anything like the deli-
cacy or truth that we can attribute to what we

of dis-
the apes

ad case.

seo. Moreover, 8 certain “yellow s
tinct vision” common to ms an
18 absent from their eyes.

The horse frequently scems to use his eves

independently of each other, undoubtedly the
majority of animals do wo:; how then can we

imagine in their casc, for a moment, such a

single picture of a world as we in our wakin
moments look out upon? A few simple experi-
ments with a cat will convince any one that she
caunot distinguish a hand, with empty fingers,
beld toward her from one containing any not
too odoriferous edible. A bull makes no dis-
tinction between the display of ared pocket
baudkerchief and the ding of blood,

And while the animal may not, and in all
probability does not, refer its world to a spaced
pieture aud thiuk in visible A% we do,
there is no doubt that 1n other respects jta sen-
sations may have a definition of mental valge
quite unknown to the eguivalent sense in our-
selves. We may “‘carry faces to the heavens”
and stalk about the temporary lords of the
world, Lut for all that our noses are poor
thinga.

The human nose is an apologetic pimple
compared with the magnificent organ of the
borse or dog. Our sense of smell is, when con-
trasted with our sight aud hearing. singularly
undiscriminating. We can arrange sounds
nto serics; we know E is between Cand F: we
appreciate cctaves and harmonies.  Similarly
we can put the colors into order, decide upou
the amoeunt of blue in a purpie and get almost
to emwolion at the sight of & white star in the
blue ot the summer wwiligut or of the amber
sunlight glinting between the blades of grass.

Lut this serial arrangement, this sorting and
selective choice, is enurely beyoad our rudi-
wentary senses of smell.  To us the idea of the
sceut vl the violet being a rich barmony or the
suggestion that the frying of onious 18 a dis-
cord or that patchouls und the new mown bay
are pleasunt things in different tmes and keys
sounds utter nousense. Uur noses are eutirely
too dull 1o effect the analysis wecessary belore
scents can be dwstinguished ss comuplex and
sorted and recombiued so as $o be made an me-
thetic pleasure.

But with the animals we have numed all this
is different. Haif the head of a borse or adult
dog is nose. It is probuble, iherefore, that the
dog’'s mind is based essentially on impressions
of smell. He perceives the crafiy Ulysses
through all disguises that hide him from
human detection, snitfs biw and is satisfied.
The stories of the taithful dog crawling to his
master's picture and licking the boots of it,
sliow & lamentable want o! imagivation—even
of common ouservation.

Auyone wuo Las watched a lost dog in the
streel must, or at least ought to, perceive that
the animal bas only the vaguest idea of what its
adored master looks like. Only on that sup-
position can its movements be understood. 1ue
creatare is looking for a smell image with its
nose And a seuse with such avalytical power
as the dog’s olfactory perceptions exhibit must
certainly be capable of harmonic aad discord-
ant arrangement and effects.

Now bere our reason takes us beyond onr
powers of realization. How the great external
rninls itself on the mind of a dog we can specu-

ale, but not picture. Bat that a dog s ithought

aud a dog’s mind run on diffcrent lines, nud
pass through phases entirely outside the scope
of our expericace, is beyond ail guestion. We
bave our owu universe to inhabit; into the
most familiar animal's world we may as litue
hope to enter as into the worlds around the
uttermost fixed stars. But suffering, snd loss
and guin, auger and delight, are wider things
than thinkiug, aud through these we stretch
across the guif and establish a vague but often
very strong sympathy with she minds we can-
nut span.

A Ballade of Loversiand.
In Loversland the skies are blue,
Or barred with rosy clonds between,
The flowers are fairer far of hue
Than ever fowers of earth were seen;

,iliiiglz
i
;

rkeley we have
come to perceive more and more distinetly thay

e education afforded it

have not learned to con-
impressions, fancied all
the things they saw touched their eyes. In-
deed, it 18 one of the elementary teachings of
peychology that our perception of space in our
e world comes to us through our

POIBSON IN THE FOOD.

Alarming Prevalence of Adulteration—Even

Medicines Are Falsitied.

OME VERY STARTLING FACTS WHICH
bave a bearing on the present agitation in

favor of pure food have been gathered by the

Department of Agriculture.

Gl , it appears, is the greatsst of all
adulterants. It 8 oeed for making cheap |
candies, sugars, jellies and siraps.  An jdea of |
the extent to which it is emploved ia ob- |
taived from the fact that ten pounds of it are |
manufactured annually in the United States for |
every man, woman and child. It is

in the market are purely artificial products,
composed of gelatine, sugar, cochineal and
fiavoring extracte. More costly "eum of |
various fruits are simply apple jelly colored |
and fiavored. Apple sauce is pumpkin botled |
in cider. |
CHEAP COXFECTIONERY AND LIQUORS. |

It is smid that cheap confoctione r¥ and liguors |
are the articles most injurionsly adultered. |
Candy commonly contains much fusel oil and |
other poisons. Strawberry ice cream, a plate
of it, often containa more fusel oil than five
glasses of poor whisky. It i colored with red
aniline dye. Licorice drops are usuaily made
out of candy factory sweepings. Wine is fre-
quently nothing but wnter, with a percentage
of erude aleohol and aniline coloring. Prandw
is rectificd alcobol from grain or the refuse of
beet root refinerics, colored with burnt snEar,
flavored with oil of cognae and given an nereo
able woody taste with a little catechn Among
other adulterants of liquors are vitriol, opium,
alum, copperus, log wood and sugar of lead.

ARTIFICIAL COFFELE.

Bome package coffees are mude of peas, rve, |
roasted and ground, almond shells treated
with molasses, beans, acorns and chicory.
There are twenty different substances known
to the trade ns  ““coffee substituten.” Among
these are the artificial beans, made out of
potato starch and other materials, which are
imported from Germany in large quantities
for mixing with the real urticle. They can be
detected by the fact that they will wnk in
water, whereas true coffee beans will float
Bhriveled coffee beans are commonly soaked in
salt water to make them look plump. It is
usual to extract the essential oils from coffes
beans before selling the latter as coffee, the
essences being mauufactured separately into
extracta.

FRATDULENT SPICEA |

Bpices of all kinds afford an inviting field for
the exercise of frandulent arts. They are
almost always sold in the form of a fine pow-
der, and any cheap substance serves as a sub- 1
stitute. Peassand beans are largely emploved |
for this purpose. In tact the prodaction of so- |
called “spice mixtures” or “pepper dust,” |
from which any kind of spice can be readily |
manufactured by the retail grocer, has grown |
to be an important branch of indastry. lhese |
products mre variously known as “I*. D. pep-
g_er. “I. D. ginger,” “*P. 1), cloves,” and so on.

hiey mre solu by the Larrel and are made to
resemble in appearance the genuine articles
they represent, the merchant having it left to |
bis discretion bow much of the real stall be |
will add in each case for flavoring.

SOME OF THE INOREDIENTS.

Almost any sort of refuse serves very well as
material for these preparstions. For Llack
pepper the Jproducer ;commouly uses ronsted
ship's bread, mustard husks, corn meal. linseed
meal, wheat, rice and particularly coconnut
shells. Pare ginger is made out of corn me | |
by simply adding red pevper and sait. Allspice
ie composed of mustard husks, cracker Just
and coru. Mace is mostly flour, cornmesn! wad
buckwheat. Cayenne l|nr;-per is chiefly ground
rice, flour and red lead. Mustard is flour
and cayenne pepper. Whatever  sub-
stances may be emploved, rossting serves
to give them the proper color, while & silting
of finely powdered charcoal will transform corn
meal into black pepper at short motice. One
firm in New York city puts on the market 5,000
pounds of ground cocosnut shells veariy, for
purposes of adulteration. advertiung to supply
dealers with “‘all necessary information for |
spice manufacturing.”

The lower buds of the clove tree, known
commercially as “cloves,” are frandulently sub-
jected before they are soid to a process by
which their volatile o1l is removed, the Intter
being marketed as “essence of cloves.” How-
ever, the thrifty dealer doss not permit the
cloves to lexve his bands unt:l he bas added to
them clove stems, allspice nud burnt nut stells.
What is known as “essence of coffec * conusists
mostly of burtit molasses. Manvy of the flav ring
extracts used in the houschoid are mixtuces of
acids and other drugs. 1hey are ail more or
less barmful. Cream of tartar often contaius
as much us b per centol osulic neid. Cider vin-
egar is apt to be corn vinegar with sulplurie
acid wdded. It contains none of the littie cels
which are found ia good vinegar, because they |
canuot live in it

Wken one buys tea for #1a pound oue is
very lizely to pay im reality 2 a pound, be-
cause halt of the quantity s currant ‘caves
Indigo. soupstone and china clay ure emong |
other usunl ingredients of tes. Sago 1s often
potato starch. Grated borseradish is wome-
times composed of urnips. Bologua s osage
may be putrid meat of unidentitied nutimnis,
colored with saltpetre and Venctian red. |
Flour is Irequently weighted with soap-
stone. Sweetinod water, suarpened with eitrie
and sartaric acids and gavored with wil
of orange skin, makes orange cider. It costs
16 cents & guilom 10 make and sells for =250 o |
galion. Maple sugar wmay be Blucose nuu so
may honey. Keal honey can be distinguished
under ghe microscope by the pollen gruin« it |
containg. hey bave wondertully boautifgl |
formss sond the very flowers from which the
boney Las been obwined cau be dentified vy |

the various exquisite shapes of these fructilying |
germe,

frandulent food products are mixed with good
articles or sold in place of them annually in the
United States. This amount s stolen from the |
people by men who cuin fortuses by cheating
the consumers. Incidentally the products of
the farm are cheapeuned and the producers
robbed as well.
——

Women as Mouney SBavers
From the Indianagolis Journal.

The fact that women are economical and
money savers is difficult to impress upon the |
minds of men asaciass. The metiods adopted
by women are semsible and practicsl, ¢« me-
times ludicrous and often pathetic, sccording
to the position in which they are placed in re- |
gard to the amonnts which fall to their lots to |
dispose of. There are a fow Hetty Greens, and |
it is more wholecome for the race that hier cluss |
is in an overwhelmiog minority. Money savers l

One wito denies herself even the common de- |
cencies, not to mention the necessarics of lite, |
18 not a good example for others. Whenever a |
woman is allowed a certain sum or earns i
regular amount, with which all cxpenses mast
be met, then she 18 better able 1o appreciace |
relative walues, and she will soon accustom |
hersell to the best methods for procuring the |
most and best for ber money. As a class women |
are more saving than men ever think of bemg. .
The wife of one of the most prominent poli- |
ticiane this state bas ever prodoced was the
ficancier of the family, and but for ber ambi- |
tion and faith in his abilities he wonid § robably |
never have been known bevond the confines of |
his own county. Her tar-sightedness iu resl |
purchases, which were exceedingly small |
at made for them a modest competency, |
which gave bim itics in furthering Lis |
by

1

career. the bousehold labor was |

R P tatke ve thes Tt B ot |
i » »m the 2

a lot in a respectable i

houses upon it. The

there, The wife presing |

Livuses for mule |

women fired with au ambition |
sud bave a home of their owa |
.ﬂlﬂm the associations bun- |

¥ of them Liave 10 practec |
the moss rigid economy in order Lo meet their |
oblizgations. The 4

prepared | chants probably do mot bave
from corn. Most of the less expensive Jollies | count books; yet Shere must be some limsit Y

It is estimated that 90,000,000 worth of | |

of her kind are a detriment and not a benefit, o

e e |
MONKEYS IN A NEW ROLE
—————

They Are Used in Stam ns Cousnterfult By~

tectars
From the Calentta Indian Miror
There are plonty of morkeys In Siam. Ty

are of all sizes, htpu“ll;-l“h-
apes of Siam we bave heard are used by the
Siamese mercLants ss cashiers in their ocoumd-
ing rooms,
wuch a way as that | To keep them for cashiens
| in & counting room !

Think of making apes useful in

We are not told that these apes are expert ot

making change, or that whey are abie o heey

the merchant's ledger for bhini. Siamess mers

complicated ae

monkey's povers of mind-even in Siam. | de
vot think the Sia merohant pect quite
all that of their ape cashier, although Ib'i may
be more wondeninl ereatures than we in Amers
ica bave auy’ tdea of, No; the WAy apes o
mude useful 1s this:

[n that far-off. dried-up little oriental coum-
iy, quite near Chuna, you know there are large
qaantities of counterfeit coin in ciroulstiop,
and the connterteitors of Siam must be mosd
proficient. fur we heard thet it the hardest
thing i the world to dotect the bad from the
good moner. The merchants are often de-
ceived and *requentiy swindled.  The smartcos)

men they conld rmploy were decely too, fo
the bad money was such a wonderful 1tation
ihat the closost scrutiny often tailed to Gnd the
diflere e laiw,

1 & good and w bad plece.
In this dilemma some Signsese merchanty
ealled to their belp somoe one who sns alwnvg
thought st sosmart &8 & wman--a monke) .,
And these “large apes of Siam' proved sach a
success 4t their avocation that ;f. custom of
Cuiploying them for the purpose of detec
bad money has become universal The e
tashier of Siam holds his sitoation withous &
vivel

Lie Las & peculisr method of testung coim.
Evir: piece is bapded to him, a-dhepwtn up
each bt of money, one st & Lime, and teditas
taely jute 1 Auto his mouth, testing 18 with
Kinve deliberation.  If the com is good be de-

Clares the fact plainly.  He takes 1t from his
mouth and carefully places 1t in ite proper
Feceptacie bessde Lim.  le has promvunced
Juigmeut and every one is satisficd that the
Judgment 1< correct.  Dlat if the coin is bad the

wnskier lakes known hie verdict in an equaliv
Urnmistakable manner. e throws it vunently
from bis mouth to the Sovr, shaking bis hosd
With as much disgust as the merchant hisself
Hight feel at beiog imposed upon.  With lond
chattering and angry gestures be mwakes kuown
his displeasure at being presented with » Lad
Plece of money.  Tue merchant himsell conld
not express it better,
-—'——_—*_—
Leap Year Observed in Boston,
From the Boston Heralil.

People who are skeptical shout the extent e
which women avail themselves of leap year
privileges ought to refer to the city  registrar,
He thinks he has at ieast one genuine case.

A wealthy Hoston woman, moving in the
Hub's bestsocioty and living on Common wealth
Avenue, was warried last week to & well-known
New York man. A fow days before the ceree
mony she went to the registrars ofice and
asked for s marriage license. She said she
wanted it for a friend of Lers who was sick and
who had asked hor to do the orrand for him.

1 Lie license was givew to ber, blank. of course,
and she was shown how to 6l it out. Under
the registrar’s eve and direction she wrote the
names of the groom and his fatber, bis ocenpu-
tion, &c.. then the name of the bride-elect, with
fhe various uecessary bits of mformwation aboud
her. Then the registrar aked hor to sign her
vWn nRwe, as represcnting the purchaser of the
liconse, with ber address. The lady hemmed
and hawed, ashod questions wnd tried o evade
tue potut. When she found the pame must be
sienod sho mnde the best of it ook the pen
bravely and wrote. She fled without auny es=
planations.

e
The Artis.'s Levive.
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| From Pack.

o =d

Mr. Ranhael Scamble bere we see.
He 1= painting {rom nature a o te-) alm tree;

When a lion, be badn't noticed before,
Comes bounding along with & terrible roar.

= S T

He places the picture -with presence of mind-
Agninst the date-palm tree, and bades bebind
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“Damn’” rosrs the 1.on. who realiy supposes
That the picture a jort of the lnndsonpe come
posen
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