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315 NATURAL 3ENT.

An Inalein a IOtee Eren Whick Might
Have Besn Enpected.

From the New York worldl.
The other day a son of the Green Isle,

whose heavy brogans still bore the traces
- of the bogs and whose tongue was thick
B with the brogue of County Cork, stepped
j into a police station and asked for the cap-
I' tsain.

- "What d'yce want here?" inquired the

.haughty sergeant at the desk.
"Ot want a. job."says the verdant visitor.
"Well, this ain't no place fur a jolt. un-

tess it's a nolce coaey cell yes want."
" A cill, is It. begob? An' Is thot th' way
yes got yer job on th' foorce?"
His haughtiness nearly fell off his stooL.

He finally camne around the rail and looked
the singular visitor over.
. "Who sent yes to the station fur a jb?"

" "Every Otrish lad Oi met." retorte the

man. "Whinever O1 axed for wurrek they

- told me to go on th' p'llce."
r. "How long since yes come overt'

'A fortnight come tomnorrer." said the
iman.

"An' what kind at a job is it you'd he
after havin' here?"

- "Shure, an' yes don't s'pose 01 kem here

bto feed chickens? 01 want a job on th'.foorce."
"Howly mother," exclaimed the sergeant,

running his hands through his hair, "not
here two wakes, and are wantin' to be a
policeman!"
."01 am thot. mon" was the confident

- ''Aere.o 'long wid ye; they wur a kid.

din' ye.,a* h ocner .apoke synapthet-.Ically. "W.alt till y' kin spake th ang-
. widge of thm'country an' know Broadway.from Baxter street."

-"Begob. an' It's langwidge, in it, yer givin'

- Ime? 14hure. an' iez ain't bin over mor'n
a siven wakes yerself! Yer brogue's as thick

-as a bog! I'll see the capt'ln."
.And he waited halt an hour, and it re-quired the entire reserve to put him out.

- Aenea Meeh Eeed ELIabIlities.
'lbh liabilIties of the American Iron and

Tube Company, which failed at Harrisburg,
are placed at 31.Ub0.000, with assets exceed.

b inmg 2.00.00.

- The receivers appointed were A. S. Math.-

I son of Middletown. A. W. Mommeyer of

- New York and R. C. Neal of Harrisburg

The works at .Mlddletown. Pa.. and Young..
town, Ohio.. will be kept In operation.

-GCreat Ulners' Strike an England.
In accordance with the decision of the

miners' federation the great strike of the
English coal miner. was Inaugurated yes-
terdy atna majority of the pits.
Win. Stephenson, a white boy, of 1106 6ttistreet fell from a wagon on Florida avenueand 6thi street eterday afternoon and was

BRAINY HUSTLERS.

t Rawy Bnsin .

11111BR8ff TH33 DBBIE.
The Entire Country is Their Field

of Labor.

THE TRAVELER'S FRIEND.

In the Drummerw Aesoclation of Amer-
tea the traveling passenger agents of the
difereat railroads occupy a position rela-
ttie to a thirty-third degree Mason. They
are undoubtedly head and shoulders above
their brethren af other vocations, both an
regards hustling propensities and financial
returns. It I only the younger members
that will accept a regular salary. and a
year's experience will make them put In a
claim for a salary with commi.ions and
strange as it may appear to the untutored.
they are always succesul in having their
petition approved.
It would do the heart of an unsuecessful

candidate for civil service honors a world
Ot good to see how the members of this ex-
alted degree of drummers could handle the
seemingly perplexing geographical ques-
time of the conmmsion. It Is not a very
strong assertion to make when It is said
that there In hardly a hamlet In the UnitedStat in fact, hardly a summer hotel.
that are not familiar with. They can
tell its exact location, its numerical popu-lation and the different roads by which it
can be reached. One week he Is doing bus-
Iness In Montreal and the next Is guiding a
car load of tourists through the sandyplains of Arilona. He posseese the of
gab, an it were, and his educati
above the ordinary. His roving commia-
Simn makes him a human encyelopedia, and
a good disposition places him on a friendlytoo With the traveling puolic. He ap-
pareny works for no but hardly a
word escape his lips that s not weightedwith gd and months afterward returns
to him freighted with valuable business in
the way of excursions that will use the
carm of the particular road he represents.The eastein states are his most proitableSeW but were It necessary ae would Inter-
view an Eatulman In Alaska or a
"grease," in Mexico.

Uoventeen After One Party.
To illustrate how passenger agents hustle

for business for their respective roads, the
following story was told by one of the local
agents to an Evening Star reporter recent-
ly. He said:
"aoe time since a builder in the state

at Wa where wages are very hih.
calulaed hatIt would be cheaper to hire

eastern mechanics at eastern prices for the
winter and pay their fares both ways.
"He came east and found the men he

wanted in Baltimore. They numnbered
nearly seventy-five. I knew nothing of this.
but an* other business took na to Balti-
mo a day or mo before the mechanics were
to start on their far western trip. On the
way over I ran across another agent. We
went Into the ticket office down on Balti-
more street and handed in our cards, as we
generally do. The agent looked at them
and broke into a hearty laugh. He put
them in the rack beside those ot fifteen
others.

S'These are today's caller.,' he said,
pointin to the cards. 'There are fifteen of
them, alpassenger agents. To.3 two noalre
seventeen. The others are all .ut after the
seventy-five men who are to start for
Washington tomorrow. I don't believe I
could fire a gun in Baltimore today without
hitting one of your profession.'"It would apear impossible to any one
not acquain with our mode of business."
the speaker continued. "that so many
agents should be after these men, who
coul start from Baltimore by three routes,
the Baltimore and Ohio, the Pennsylvania
and Chesapeake and Ohio. But I will ex-
plain the reason for the docking together
of so many members of my profession.
"Either one of the roads mentioned could

have carried the men west as far as Chi-
cago without a break. From Chicago to
Kansas City there are five roads, and. of
course, five agents. From Kansas City the
tickets might read either by way of Omaha
or St. Paul, Denver and Salt Lake City.
From Kansas City to St. Paul there are
four roads and to Omaha there are six.
calling for ten more agents. So the possi-
bilities increase all the way across the con-
tinent. Each of these western roads, youunderstand, has Its eastern agents watch-
tag for just such cases. The agent at Bal-
timore would sell tickets teading by way of
the routes west of Chicago, it made no dif-
ference to him which. It was the business
of each of those fifteen agents to secure
that p of seventy-five mechanics for his
own cular road, but some of them had
to be disappointed as they could use only
one route without breaking up into couples.

Working for Fair Tourists.
The world's fair has caused the work of

these agents to increase to a tremendous de-
gree and their ranks have been augmented
by some of the beet drummers of other
lines of business. Many people going to
Chicago from the west or east become dis-satisnfed with the road they started on to
that city, and upon their returny wish to
take a different route. Here Is where the

thustling is required. The big hotels
the windy city are crowded with agentsof the different roads and they are on fa-

miliar terms with the clerks therein. Should
the luckless traveler by the slightest Insin-
uation intimate his disstsfaction with the
road that brought him to Chicago the clerli
will deftly no~ several of the agents thai
stand highest in his estimation, and as a
result the traveler will be surrounded in an
instant with men who will sympathse with
his tale of woe, but who will ultimately
shiper t his home by way of a road that

s50prent worse than the one on whichi
he started for the great White City. It is
not always the case that the best roada
have the best agents.
If the combination effected by the dif-

ferent roads of the country for the main-
taining of rates to Chicago during the fall
is carried out strictly to the letter wistjudges of such matters will be surprised.
The large. reputable roads are all right,
but the little roads are the ones that caue
trouble. If a break should come the tray-
eling agent will be In his glory. They .regenerall? given free rein ha to rates, and
where competition Is brisk the public cai
be depended upon to be benefited. The
adoption of the one fare charge for theround trip between the eastern cities and
Chicago is not as likely to prove as pop-
ular as was generally supposed It would.
To secure this reduction the passenge,
must travel only on trains which are madc
up solely of passenger coaches.
These cheap trains are not allowed tc

cover the distance between Washingtoriand Chicago In less than thirty hour.,
and during all that time the passengei
must sit up, as no sleeping or reclinins
chair ears are allowed on the train. Oneof the big New York roads secured the as-
ignmnent of one of the first excurionsnand the agent for the road soon had

enough tickets sold to fill the train. Irnabout ten hours the enthusiasm of theexcursionists wore off, and for the remain-
der of the trip considerable suffering re-suited. Then camne the little break thai
afforded the ticket agents great pleasureSeeing the mistake made In the first ex-
cursion the road that secured the second
assignment added little conveniences tctheir train in the way of wash rooms and
new cars, and each succeeding excursiornwas handled better than the previous one
These little conveniences give the agentsa chance to laud their respective rgads
and where they can offer substantial In-
ducements the traveler generally suc-cumbe to their blandishments.
A well-known agent told The Star man afew days ago that he believed the reducairate was not going to be so much of n

benefit as was generally supposed, as th<hardships that went with It were too great,
He was of the opinion that something lbet-ter in the way ot accommodations would~have to be provided and If there coul'l noibe a sleeper attached to these trains thernshould at least be a chair car which would
et lestve the passengers a chanoe tc

Arduous and Varied Duties.
A first-clams agent's duties are as arduousand varied as there are dayse In the month

On Sunday he must attend church to prove
that the railroads set a good example t<the community. Monday night he mustake a party of ticket agents to the theatei
and show them about town in order thai
they may be Impressed with the lberalit)
of the company he represents and In thahope that they will send their business ovel
his line. At an early hour on the follow
lng morning he must meet the genera
manager of the road at the office to dias
cuss plana for the reduction of expenatenOn Wednesday he must convince the ailvertising agent of each of the dallapapers that he is paying him more naonesfor time tables and reading notices thar
any other paper In the country. Thurstaahe devotes to trying to get a lot of readilnl
notices Into the papers free upon the pies
that they are really Items of news. Fridatl
he spends in making a map that shows his
line to be the shortest and most &rec
route to every Important point In thi
United States. On Saturday he makes out a
time table that no one but the maker *al
read. He goes home on Saturday night witI
the proud feeling that he has done a splen
did weeks work and earned his princelasalary and perquisites In the way of boun
tiful commissions.
A curious fact In connection with railwas

are seSret society men. If there is a in
erst society worthy of the name that them
amn do not belong to. the offender must In
deed be a new man to the business an
never heard the story of how "Jerry Wil
kins" always came out ahead of his broth
er agents in the rush for
It seams that "Jerry" bmome wel

fixed financially and was known from th
Pacific coast to the Atlantic seaboard. Aj
that was necessary was for "Jerry" to on
cure a tip that such and such a society con
templated taking an excursion to NOYork, Chicago or San Francisco and th
game was already his. Numerous agenttried for several years to forestall him 1i
the matter of securing secret society ex
cursions, but they had to retire in dingusi
if not awe, at "Jerry's" great pull. Thn
and time again he would be approacbed bw
his envious brothers as to the foundatoi
of his success, but a clam could talk bet
ter on such occassions.
Finally the story leaked out through a,innocent ticket seller located omewber

1 Indiana and as a result every pasen
ger aget In the country today can givyou the grip or sign of the numerous aC1etes now in existence.

Jerry Wilkins' Pla.
"Jerry's" plan was to join everythina

from the Knights of the Whirling Whey
up to the Scottish Rite Masons. Ever
town he stopped in he made It his businedto hunt up the seeretary of the diferenlodges, make himself agreeable and intimating that any future time if they shoul,contemplate ta=ing a jaunt t wire hhand he would take them over the bemroads in their locality and at the vercheapest rates. Every six months his private card could be found in the ,mail oevery secret society secretary In the couritry and In this way he was never forgolten. Secret society members will go a Ion
way to do a brother a favor and the r4suit of "Jerry's" shrewdness is very a;t. At present it is a case of Arst caC Served mthin line of business.It is on record that in only one case ws"Jerry" beaten out of his snug little coulmission in connection with a society acursion. He and a friend named RlobInso,also a passenger agent, heard of an excwsion that would leave Goldsborough, Pa
for Atlantic City at about the same taimNow there are at least four Goldsboougha In the keystone state and "Jerryfor once missed the town. His friencaught the right one and told the coomittee having the excursion in charge the"Jerry" was Ill and wouldn't be able tattend to their wants. But he (IiobIlson) represented a first-class road ancould get them good rates, and as a resulhe captured the prise. It is said of "Jerrythat he covered the state in hot haste, biehis lucky star was under a cloud at thetime and that the right town was reachebut a few days before the excursion was tstart for the seashore.
Another class of business the passengaagent likes to secure for his road is thlarge theatrical troups Several of thagents make a specity of this basines

but they must be of the brightest sor
as the old adage, "don't fool with tb
showman," still holds good. They knoi
every theatrical company in the countr]and all about it-how many people, wha
properties, where it is, where it is goin
and when it will close its pessoa. If
Is already in New York. Boston or Chcago he knows when it is going to staaout on a tour and where it is going. He i
more or less Intimate with every theatr
cal manager In the country. By a jud
clous course of pumping he learns whethq
there Is money in the treasury. If ther
is he will sell them a round trip ticket fc
the whole journey and if there Is not--n
generally there is not-he sells them
ticket for the first stage.

The Regular Samaer Teurist.
The regular summer tourist is known I

the passenger agent through previous trig
over his or opposition roads, and befqre tb
snow melts In the spring he will hai
flooded him with time tables apd prettbooks, In which the attractions of his paiticular road are set off to great advantagOne might suppose that a solitary Indvtdual could set out on a trip without beta
accosted by these shrewd gentlemen of tt
road, and so he can if he will take t
pains to keep the fact of his contemplatetour to himself. His wife will know It fire
she will tell a friendly neighbor, and in thway it will eventually Boat down to t
local ticket agent's office and he wi
quickly wire one or two friends of the fri
ternity of the facts. If the trip be a sho
one perhaps only one or two agents wi
call, but should he think of inspecting itbeauties of the Yosemite valley or the wolders of Alaska the chances are that a fudozen will be on his heels before he. hathought the idea of his trip has gotten byond the walls of his own home.
When the Arst agent calls the unsophistcated traveler will no doubt feel flatterebut when his life becomes a burden throulthe interrogations of a score of these geltIlemen he will decide In the future to talcouncil with himself, and set out upontrip the idea of which has aP rentsprung up In a night. This Is theline ftlowed out by the thoroughbred tourist. IFtalks to no one about taking a trip, arnearly takes one's breath away by ahakirhim by the hand and telling him he leav,in an hour for Alaska as If he was going'1New York or Atlantic City.The humorous part of these trips issee the face of one of these passengagents as the tourist steps up to the tick,seller and buys his ticket. The outlayperhaps a couple hundred dollars, and tlcomcany gets It all. What a Calamity, I

Washington, comparatively speaking, hI
very few traveling salesmen, but what theiare, are known to the local passengiagents, and are well taken care of.other cities the hat salesman has his so
son, as has also the dry goods men, tihardware and furniture drummers, and ti
passenger agent takes care of them all. I
IS acquainted in all the big establishmenthat employ large numbers of drummerand at the proper time makes them a vialHe makes himself popular with the menot alone because he is a sociable fello1but because he In doing them frequent f,vors. He cannot reduce the rates, as theare fixed by his superiors, but he can, inhundred ways, favor them while on tUroad.
To Illustrate, One of the local salesmnestarts south on a business trip, and puchases a round trip ticket to Charlesto:

8. C. While jumping about from the litt
inland towns on the branch roads to ti
larger cities his trunk or satchel becom<mixed up In the shuffle and he arrives
his destination minus that very necessa,
adjunct. It would cost him a mint to tel
graph Inquiries over the country he hi
just come In from about his lost propertand besides speed Is necessary. Then I
thinks of his friend, the passenger agersHe wires him the situation he is in, and
the shortest Dossible time that gentlema
has the wires humming with Instruction
as it costs him nothing. The same evenir
or the next morning, in plenty time to<business, the lost property turns up, ar
the passenger agent has made a friend aw
secured a customer for life. Small favo
count big sometimes, and no one knows
better than he.
About the largest transaction In ticke

ever recorded is said to have been broug
about by a Washington passenger ager
and aptly illustrates the fact that he
continually on the lookout for his liti
commission, although in this case his dil
dend was something pretty. The time
the sale was immediately after the compi
tion of the Baltimore and Potomac roi
between Baltimore and Washington. A c
rate war was on and it is said that one
the roads would carry you from city to ci
for about what a good cigar would coi
At any rate the fare had gotten down
60 cents one way between Washington ai
Baltimore and 75 cents for the round i
The Baltimore and Potomac. it Is sal
wanted the war stopped andi decided<
effective measures. The 9ent in questic
was sent into the enemy s camp. Bal
more, and contracted wvith a "scalper"
sell him $100,000 worth of the 75 cent tickel
The "scalper" gathered together his mone
secured the tickets, and, as was expect.
It was the last straw, the war closti
shortly thereafter, and up went the rat
to what they are at the present time. T
"scalper" is said to have disposed of I
tickets in about three months at the rs
of 31.25 apiece, and thereby cleared a sni
little fortune. Those tickets were a the
in the side of the railroad that father
them for a considerable time, as no col
promise could be effected between the
and the "scalper." but they were genui:
and as good as gold, and the "scalpe
and passenger agent were the real wine
in the transaction.

Aceident on the Cruiser NJew York.
A peculiar accident by which five m<

were burned, two of them badly, occurra
yesterday afternoon at Cramp's shitbyal
on board the cruiser New York. Five shi
carpenters named Charles Lamont ThemMcGovern, William Cox, Joseph 'lleese ai
David Hedmond had finished their da3work on the cruiser and were cleaning th<
tools with benzlne. The rapid friction
one of the men's hands over the tot
caused the benzine to explode, at the ar
time exploding a can of the fluid that w
on the floor of the deck and scattering
over the men. Lamont and McGovern we
ser'ously burned, and the other three psi
fully burned by the explosion.

Imperial Ukase Against Seal Killing.
An Imperial ukase issued yesterday fc

bids the killing or capturing of fur see
on Russian land without speclal plmission from the government. Perso
violating this decree or engaged in unlawi
pelagic sealing will render themselves Ilbile to imprisonment from two to siate
months and forfeiture of ships. equipmerand the sealskins already taen. All cas
of unlawful poaching on seal life in Ri
sian territory will be referred to 6 distrltribunal sitting at Vladivostock.

Baltimore on the Shermsan Act.
The board of trade of Baltimore met Thuw
day afternoon and took decisive acti
against the Sherman act. calling on Maw
land Representatives and Senators in Ccgress to vote for the repeal of the purchiclnas waithout dean.

THE WOMA 'BUILDING.
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There may sometimes be seen going and
coming in the woman's building a lady
whose striking figure at once attracts at-
tention. She is very tall, and her weight is

t apparently increased by her costume, a
long black cloak envelopes her, which as
It blows adds whem she walks, disans.
the waist of her black gown covered with
orders ant decorations, made very promin-
eant by her sembar attire as a background
Her bonnet Is close, almost like that worn

by religious sistarhoods, with a little white
about the face, and strings of white. Every

t one turns involuntarily to look after her
and wonder who she Is, with .ar foreign
face and habit-like dress.
This In Miss Kate Maarsden, who has

r charge of the exhibit from the leper settle
-ment in Siberia. a work to which She gIVes
her life. The exhibit is nearly opposite tha
of Italy and next to Sweden, it shows a

g model of the settlement. the arrangenen
- of the buildings and leaflets are lying read3
for visitors to take, giving a brief accounI
of the work. Any one becoming Interested
to an extent beyond the leaflet can buy thi
book written by Miss Maarsden whici
-1v" an extended history of her effoto'
Sthese most wretched sugerers. This sec
tion is generally attended by Miss MarW*
den'. assistant. who talks intelligently tU

I visitors, but sometimes Miss MaarSden her-
self is there, and is most eamest in telling
of her chosen work, which her numeroul

I decorations prove has been approved offlc-- ally by various governments. This we-
t man's building Is considered by some peoa ple about the most entertaining thing aI

the great fair, and it is s that ani
woman visiting it must feel a e in. Tc

t examine it thoroughly takes more tim
' than many can give, but there is much tc
t repay one. When we went for the Oral
t time into the rotunda and began lookingI at the pictures, one of the iret to catcl

our attention was one of two little stree
boys, dark-eyed, dark-skinned little fel

r lows with something so attractive abouls them that we liked them at once. Our In-
a terest was by no means lessened when cm
6 looking In the catalogue we found thal
. they were painted by the hand of Mile
0 Marie Bashritseff. that strange lui
r who wrote of herself, "I, who woulikl

to live half a dosen MY at once, do nol
live even a quarter of a life. I desire sithea
to acquire all that God has given my min

Ithe power to grasp and to coamprehend, Ui
which cae I should be worthy of attain

t ing it, or to die," and she died!
An Artist and Bar Chair.

The name of Marie ABecket as th4
painter of one of the pictures hanginu

a also in the rotunda reminds me of as
r anecdote a Washington friend told a2 last spring. She had just been to St. Au
L gustin where Miss A'Decket has a win

ter studi% and had visited It.
Among the curios which have been col

o lected by the artist in the course of hei
ttavels Is an antique chair, which she pointaed out as especially worthy of notice fron

g belonged to the Medici famn. Mi
enasked It bore their coat of arms

r and upon Miss A'Beket's maying she dk'not know what their device had been
. told her that It was the three balls whiei

modern pawnbrokers use as the sign anI token of their business. Interested at thine Miss A'Becket pulled off the drape
a which concealed part of the chair. a4
di there indeed, carved In the back, were tb
4, three balls which had been overlooke4
* until then, the owner not having knowi
e their signifcance or the tact that the grea11 Italian family of money lenders had un
,iittingly furnished a sign to their Ignobli

t successors, but rejoicing In this add.
Il proof of the authenticity of her higha
e primed relic.

L-Some of the exhibits In different buid
ligs seem prosaic enough, but often Ij

a them one comes unexpectedly upon some
i- thing which arrests the attention even o

a somewhat jaded sightseer. As we stroll.
I- through the leather building one day, no
L specially interested In anythin we sam
h we stopped a minute at one of the rub
- ber exabits, where huge chunks of th,
e gum were displayed, as well as pattern
a for overshoes, and also the finished rub
y berm themselves. The brogue of the mw
I- In charge showed his nationality at once
e and he was Interested In giving us point
4 on the gathering of the gum, having span
g some years in south America among th
s strange people of the lnterior, where hi
* business led him. As we turned away h

called our attention to one of the curicl
o ties of his collection-a hideous thing-
r head about as large as a small monkey'
!t stuck on what looked to be a file holdem
* It was very Interesting to hear this mal
e tell us then of how this was a woman
a head, once of natural sixe, and which b:

some mysterious process had been com
pressed, the bones first having been re

e moved. The features still retained a se=
r blance. of humanity and the coarse. blacn hair still hung about it, and It made on
L- shudder, reminding one in miniature c
a how a traitors head stuck on a pike ma
s long ago have looked on London bridge.

The Most Valuable Exhibits seld.
One Is struck in looking through the lit

L eral arts building especially by the fac
a. that so many of the most beautiful an<
r. costly articles are marked sold, and furthet
L- that the purchasers, as indicated by th
y cards, are nearly all from the east. Neia York, Boston and Philadelphia are th
e names oftenest appearing as the ultimat

destination of these finest goods. I has
already observed this fact, and It was late
called to my notice by one of the youna

-~ ladies In charge of the display of the Libb
es glass works at their manufactory in thm~e Plsance. She did not seem enamored c
a the west In general, and I spoke of thLt what she considered evident,-lack of appre

cieation on the part of Chicago people in am
ticular, as shown forth in these sales. Roa

Sof the goods manufactured for the fal
are of the finest grade, often fromn specie
designs not heretofore made, and therefor

estlydesirable.
'e pent some time In seeing the glas

made at this place. being quite fascinate
with the making of paper weights, for ong thing. I am sure I shall never see one c

d those undesirable little objects, with
d picture at the bottom and thick. mmoot

glass above It, without going back In fanc

tto the morning we hung over the galler
railing looking at the blazing furnace. fror

te which came the balls of red-hot glass thu
twere dropped so deftly over the little p1c

ttures already in the molds and then sprea
Sout and flattened as they cooled. The mor
Icserious business of cutting the Intricate de.signs on the beautiful forms of vase c
bowl did not attract us half so much a

.
those utterly frivolous little paper weight1Ld

at - A Bubstitute for Ieather,
f Front thme Lancet.~y Leather possesses such excellent qualitie

for the many purposs to which It Is pt
d that It would seem Idle to seek a substitute

S. Nevertheless, there are many persons whi
,while they find that leather serves as ain effectual protective covering for the foo

n find also that It Is often obstinate I
I- adapting Itself to the requirements of Itto dividual feet or to the more or ies physica
s. abnormalities to which so many are sul
y, ject. In such cases, if comfort is to be et

d. pected, only the most supie and yieldm
ig quality should be worn. At the same time
is of coure,. It should be waterproof and duii
ae able. These qualities, so far as we hai

is been able to judge, belong in a aatisfactor

te degree to an Interesting and new mnateri
ag called "flexus fibra." It appears to be
rn flax-derived material, suitably prepared an

sd oiled, so that to all appearance It is leathel

It is particularly supple and flexible an

m takes a polish equally well with the bes
se kinids of calf.

,". We have recently had occasion to wear

rs boot of which the "vamp" or cut-frey
section consists entirely of fiexus fibraand have purposely submitted It to somewhat undue strain, In spite of which acracking of the material was perceived

.a while the sense of comfort to the fool wa

very evident. Flexus fibra, being a material of vegetable origiln, Is calculated also 1facilitate tree ventilatlon and thereby 1
D- obviate the discomfort aiin from wha

to Is caf~ied "drawing" the feat. Tests with

id view to prove Its damp-resisting powe
"5 were made with the material by pacinIr a small section over an open lastul

of with true ends, so that on applyg presi

Is ure at the other end of the tub It wais found to be practically air tight. This hal
iUts ig been ascertained, a little water wi

itDae n the tube resting on the fiext
re Lba nd pressure once more applied. Aftena- some time traces only of itquid had os

through; but, of course, this was an exam
gerated state of things and, as a matteof fact, no oosing of water took place

ar-~when It was simply allowed to rest cr-tematerial frseveral hours. The stru<Is lure of flexus fibra is better seen when ti
r- oil in It is removed with ether, to which

is Imparts distinct fluorescence, and when tI

uli black dye Is washed out (beIng at the mam

a- time changed to red) by hydrochlorl4 aci

ts Geod Evidsee.
Freon Puck.

tMrs. Brickbrac.-"Somebody must hai
given Mrs. Nexdoor a vase, lately.."
Mr. Brickbrac.-"Why so?"
Mrs. Brickbrac.-sh i beginning-

Ssay 'vaws."
an The Knights of St. Patrick held

7- second meetn last night at Costello's Ha

n- |on G street. Te adoption of a constitutk(
se and te election of permaent officrs wel
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Cycling for women in Paris is of coma-
paratively recent importation. and the
feminine bicyclist is stllU an object at curi-
caity. However, this exercise is growing
more and more popular. as Pais is sur-
rounded by so many charming towniets of
about a days emcursion. Versailles is the
newly Bedged cyclist's Arst ambition. The
road Is not an eatremely pleasant one as
there are several high hills to clmb, t:ut
everywhere the views are besatiful, and
the distance can be covered in an hour and
a quarter. Booe of the roads leading out
from Paris, which were the pride of former
generations of Parsisian are paved with
cobblestones, and defy the eforts at the
most -1rmful riders. The bicyclis., thuse-
fore, generally fnd It to the advantage of
their machine to have them conveyed some
distance out of Paris by rail and then take
the road.
To the old royal ruin of St. @'oUd, where

the unfortunate Josephine spent a few
happy days, andwhere the private gar4en
of Mary Antoinette is stil kept in ebel-
lent condition. maaes an interesting ride,
and the road which follows along the Seine
is an unbroken line of beautiful scenery.
Compiegne is another very pretty little

town, and boasts of a town hall which to
a very ancient bit of architectare. A few
minutes' ride from the town is the forest
of Compiegne, which is Intersected with
the Anest Zravel road to be founi any-
where in vrance. A short ride from the
village is the castle of the Pierrefonds,
with its mediaeval turrets, moats anI bat-
tlements and its wals studded with stone
cannon bails fred into them 4iurin- soame
siege in the middle ages, This case was
almost an entire ruin at the time of the
accession of Napoleon IU to the throns,
but was restored by him after old draw-
Ings and plans, and the interior is in the
same condition as when the old barons of
Plerrefonds defed even the King of France.
All cyclists in Parts are taxed to the

amount of ten francs per year, equal to
about two dollars. and they hope now to
have some alFhts conceded to them In con-
sequence. e cabmen are indifferent
whether they are the cause of the cyclists
rapid transit from this earth or not, and
the carters make life a burden by refusing
to get out of the way or In anyway to reog-
nise the rights of man on a wheel. The
railway companies are eal unfriendly to-
ward the cyclists. 'and as they are not al-
lowed to charge freight for a machlne,
which goes as baggage and generally be
low the weight for which they charge.
they refuse all responsibility. sonm
cases they absolutely refuse to carry &
bicycle un the rider signs papers to the
effect that the company is not responsible
iin case of damage. and it is a question
whether a long ride over some of the
roughest roads around Parts will not do the
machine less harm than a short stay In
the~ car, so carelessly are thop

one style.
The Bols de Boulogne, with Its longavenues of shade trees, presents a very

Slively scene every afternoon, as it is her
that the women cyclists, with such cos.
tumes as only Paris can turn out. take ad
vant of the pleasures of the wheel

IThey have an entirely different style o
t dress from that of the American womew
I rides. and when first seen it is really quite
I a shock; a blouse waist, a short skirt te
0 the knees. with a sailor hat, is the costume
- worn by some of the more modest riders,
L while the followers of fashion must adopi
a the latest style, which comprises a sort o1
. frock coat, knee breeches and a jaunty
9 derby. I was rather dismayed one da)
I when walking through the Bois de Bou-
r I e at the elent adopted by a youngLy who hadfor some time been looking

- wistfully at her brother's machine and
- wondering how she could ride without a
habit. At last the happy thought struch

P her that she might transform her skirl
f Into one~so putting her thoughts Into actio
r she brought the beck of her dress toward

the front between her knees. thus forming
temporarily a pair of breeches. and mount
in the Machine new away for a spin.

~t Itsparticularly interesting to notiee th4t number of taverns that have sprung up i
1 many of the villages around Paris. the to

suit of the development of the sport of cy.,cling. Such signs as "An Repos des Velo,
cemen" or "Rendesvous des Velocipedlsts
are to be seen at every turn of the roa4 an

a such Inns cater to the material wants el

r the o~lats the novelist. predicts that the
g bicycle will be a future necessity in ever3
r household and is himself a staunch advoe cate of "Sit. Velo." as the Padisians calf It. He describes a bicycle ride as a mentt* relaxation for those who are overworked as-he eays, there is alway's the preoccupsatiog.of maintaining the baace and no mattei
t how well one may ride It is constant3
r present. although the rider be so skillftu
I as to be unconscious of It. It Is this, he
a says whieh prevents one from pursuingr tor

sdlously any one strain of serloes
e thought.

t=

r at

.This Ia Fashiesable.
A novel and Interestn race took placee few days ago between teactresses of th,Grand Opera, the Folles Nouveautes. thL

Vaudeville, the Hippodrome and the Nouve
autes, organised by actors of the principl<
theaters. The course measured six Eri

mitetended from te Bob de liou
logne to St. Cloud. The route was line,with thousands of people who enthuslasti

Scally applauded tne gorgeously dresses,competitors as they passed. Cases of perfumery, jewelry and flowers were disti
obuted in profusion to the winners, some o
whomnade the run In fourteen minute
- The bicyclists give alarm by means of

o little brass horn attached to which Is a besl
o lows In the shape of a small rubber bal.
,t placed at one end of the handle bar, an<

when one hears this peculiar sound he I
r uncertain whether he be at the mercy c

g the fire department or of the street car, a
e both have the amne means of alarm.

-Besides the plessure of cycling the bicycla is of invaluable service to artists, as It erSables them to explore parts of the countr

a which cannot be reached by rail. E-ac
a summer flnds Truesdeli on the road ei

erpoigalnooksand corners, hunting me
deilfrhissummer work. Not longc a

r- he made a bicycle tour through Franca

r Italy, Austria. Germnany and Belgihm 11
Lt company with a brother artist. Carliu

n Duan, Paul Virbert. Antonlen Mtercie

Jullen Stewart and Lelnaltre, all share thegrowing enthusiasm for the wheel.
.0 A Cynical Spouse.
Proms Seh.lk.
A-"May I hope to see your wife thi

afternoon ""

B-"Hfardly. She Is showin a new dre.to a friend just now,* and tht will kieeeher busy for several hours."
We Was to the Baekgreend.

Proms the Atlanta Conetitution.
"This map of the proposed new railrel

rs imperfect." maid the judge."Imperfect, your honor?"
n "Yes; here's your station, theres yes
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In hs nighbechsed. and Flete-es'he I
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