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At the New Year recepiion at the White
House three ladles, a mother and two
handsome daughters. who are well known
{m society here, passed inio the red parior
and then entercd the Ine  Just behind
them came a colored woman, and back of
her two voung ladies, quite piainiy dressed,
amid then a man The sociely woman gave
Her pame, “Mrs. Dobson,” and each of the
young ladles sald “Miss Dubson™  Then
the yvoung lady of color =ald *Miss Dobsaon™
£ two yvoung lndies behind her each
1 “Miss Dobson,’” and were fol-
lowed by the young man, who sald “Mr

Buobson” By that time everyvbody within
hearing di=tance shaking with sup-
pressed  laug ; n “Dobsons
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A= gracious an nct @S was ever commit-
ted was witness=ed on Weidn A feebie
old lady, with a market basket filled 1o
overtlowing, aml! a handsome young wo-
muEn. bound for the Capitol
Boarided E at Tth street A
clumsy man in leaving the car at Bth street
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scatterst onions and potatoes, celery and
canned gonds all over the car floor. kicking
the basket over, never so much
apologizing. Not 4 man nor & woman in
tha car—and thers were a round
moved to help the old Iady ganther up her
v, till the young woman. aguick as
a fas stooped Tt T the catables;
then there was help enough  Ar Ist strest
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dozen—
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southeast the woman and girl hoth got o
but the

market hask«t was very heavy and
w1 the shaky old bmdy, sned in
t to save it, she fell, =plling
g The voung lady, who had been
£ her. ran arress the track. helped
- the vegetables a 2econd time, then,
z up the ba t, carried it . arly half
k. to the home of the Httle old lady
At the Capitol the young wor an sent in
her card, amd present a hals old gentle-

maan came out of Reg ative Hall and
reproached her for belng ate 1o lunch, 8
laughingly repiied tha she had been o
tained later than she expecte and then
father and daughter Jdisappeared toward

the House restaurant
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faintly, the reporter managed to stammer:
“1 beg your pardon, judge, T dian't know
it was you,” and hastily proceeded along
the corridor and out of slght. Knocks on

the door of the clerk's office after hours
ire now answered prompily and without
comment
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Senator Cockrell of Missouri is known as
one of the most inidefatigable workers In
Congress He not only watches the pro-
ceedings of the S8enate every minute of the
meetings to discover any irregularity In the
way of dolng business, but he does an snor-
mous amount of work for his constituents.
He is known as a most damoseratic man,
and a short tlme ago surprised the employ-
es In the Senate folding room by appearing
in their midst and, taking off hia coal,
helping to get a quantity of documents
ready for malling. The senator worked
with energy untll he saw the work com-
pleted, after which he put on his coat and
left the bullding.
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Commisstoner Evans of the prnsion bu-
rean had an interesting expericnce some
time ago wheia he was in the lobby of the
Houge of Representatives. There is some-
thing about Mr. Evans that always araws
4 crow:d about him whenever he goes among
jrublie men, and it is probable that no man
ir the country shakes hands with more men
than dves he. So it came to pass that when

a great many people had gone to the Capi-
tol to cateh a gidmpse of Mr. Roberts, the
roan of piura! wites, Mr. Evans was in the
lehday

nds with a hundred olld
el around him. Some one

suggested to a party ol
lidy tourists that the man in the conter of

shaking h

thai crowid was the Mormon pol

wmil with one aveord the tourists s

loser aml some of the older jadies who
+ ambitfous to say they had actuanhy
en the ! of a Mormon, approachied
SO cvsentative from Uiahe

Mr. Evans was equal to the oceasion, tor as
so0n as he Jdiscovered why he was the suli-
Jeet of so much attention on the part of the
teurists he tame very abilging. plaine.d
that a m peinted
ol 1he ooking fmiividual he
=aw as the r=ul A There were more
ciplanations

DEAR TO HIS HEART.

Even If the Dog Wnas Only a Poor
Litt'e Cur,

“Say, mister. don’t you want to buy a
dawg?”

The little ragged bunch of humanity was
a study in ebony, and he looked up plead-
ingly into the face of the man whom he
had aceosted.  “Dog?' queried the man,
“I don't see any dog. 1 don't like to bay
things sight unseen.*'

h, T'se got *im heah, all right, "deed I
" asserted the little fellow, and he he-
to undo the wvarlous layers of old

gan
coats about his body, evidently put on so
that the good spots of one would cover the

renis in the garment underr Finaliy
he brought to light a little vellow cur, half
starved anmnd wholly worthless, either for
use or beauty.

“What do you want to sell him for?”
asked the man, a smile beginning to creep
round the corners of his eyes.

“Well, vou auh, I'se had Bones a
goad while, and I thinks a heap of 'im, but
Eain't get no license fur him, and now they

eath.

see,

says 1 2ot 1o tie up his mouf, so's he won't
bite you alls, Deed, mister, Bones never
bit nothin® in his Ife. He's a powerful

gl dawg, an’ T jus” kain't abear to see the
dawg ketehers git 'Im, an® I thousht if 1
could sell 'tm 1o somebody who would he
d to "im, ke yon alls, T might buy ‘lim
back in the summer.” And he snuggled the
ornery Httle cur up umsler his rags, to keep
him from shivering.

Then that man didn't do a thing but
trot that little study in ebony off to buy a
Heense for the “dawg” and a muzzle, and
now he is safe from the “dawg ketcher,”
-
HE C(HANGED HIS,

TOO,

For of Course She Counld Noit Know
His Tante.

Christmas stories are now ripe. Some are
true and soms are not, but this une Is a
fact, as a Conneetfeut avenue mother can
vourh., Her small son, aged about twelve,
g0t her a ;:rﬂt:}.'.pn ket book for a Christ-
srestnt. She got him n handsome [Ht-
OUn Chrestmms morning the son
tedl the pocket book in his best styla,
ald: “Mamma, a man can’'t chnosa
for a woman very wall, if the
pocket book Isn't qulté what you want Just
chanege it, won't you?"
Mamma replisd that while
ful

|0

b e, and

t if her son
+ wanld ehange

it for the oane
She madas
» change, and so reported a day or two
ttior The evenlng following she found
hi= nate on her dressing table:

“Dear Mamma: You changed vour pres-
e |t didn’t quite =git ¥ou, and so
e vou will aceord me the same
privilege with mine. - A Bible 11 a handy
thing to have around, and T truly appreci-
ate yoor thoughtfulness, but, of course,
yvou could not know my taste In reading
very well, I changed the Bible today for a
year's subseription " fand here he gave
the name of a weekly story paper for bovs
that is as flashy a3 they make them). “You
seer, 1 will be reminded of you by a fresh
story every week. Your loving son”

-
Better Facillties,

From the Chlesgn DPost,

“Papn,” sald the beautiful zirl as she sat
down beslde the old gentleman and pullad
hi= piper away, “Harold wants to have a
talk with you tomorrow.”

“Oh, he does, does he?' returned the old
leman In a tone that was not calculat-
¢ inspire confidence In & young man.
“Well, what's the matter with tonight?

“Hi: prefers, papa, replicd the beautiful
girl, “to wait until you are at your office.”

“And what Is the particular advantage
of myv heing at my offlee?”

“He ean call you up by telephone there,
and we have none in the house, vou Know,”
answered the beautiful girl,

THAT VEXED QUESTION

The man with a face like an Interroga-
tion point bit off a large hunk of mince ple
(cold), washed it down with a gulp of cold
milk. and turned to the man standing
alongslde of him in the lunch room.

“‘8ay, my friend,” he inquired, *“do you
know when the twent—"

"No, you don't, stranger,” said the man
addressed. “Not tris time. I'm in here to
rartake of a modest luncheon consisting of
buttermilk and choeolute eclairs, and no
man’'s golng to get me on that subject while
I'm eating down town. I've got to stand
it at my boarding house table; there's noth-
ing else at that table. But 1 can't be
drawn {nto the argument down town.
I\\'h_ut'u more, I don't care a darn when it
leging.,””

The man with a face like a question mark
lioked puzzled, but he wasn't easily
squeiched.

“I don't think you understand what 1
wus golng to ask yvou,' said he. I wanted
to Know if the twent—"

But the man with the buttermilk and the
chocolate eclair moved off. The man with
the question pulled down.a large plece of
hot gingerbread from the eounter, £rabbed
i cup of coffee, und tackled another man
aongslde of him.

“Excuse me,"” he began, “but T want to
Inquire whon you think the twent—"

The man addressed smilingly interrupted,

“NIx, old man; not today,” he said, ami-
ably. “Too much brain fag about . 1'd
be glad Lo accommodate you by going out
and fiehting a dog for you, or sawing a
couple of cords of wood for ¥ou, or Any
little chore like that—but, nay, nay, when it
tomes to that question. I've passed that
problem alons to my two bovs in school,
anyvhow. They've got fots of time and en-
fhusiasm, and 1] expand their minds—
that i=, if it doesn't 'and them in a lunatie
asyinm. The question doesn’t make much
diffetence to me, anvhow. I'll live Just as

long, anynow, won't [27
“But” expostulated the man with the
utestioning eve, “what 1 was going—""

¢ man he was adidressing looked at his
waten hurrledly and ran to pay his checi.
Bowever, dand the man with the interroga-
tery physiognomy had no roecourse hut
turn to ansther man near hy.

“Look here. my dear sir,”

started, 1

want to ask yvon when the twent—
“I don’t know, and what's more T don't
care.” was the testy reply. "“I've giot some-

thing elze to do with my time than to frit-
ter It away on such biotic caleulations as
that." =

“You are in error,” was the Interrogi-
;m’_\' mEN’s hasty interruption, “as to what

w

Aunin he found that he was addressing
nc one in particular, for the testy man had
moveld away,

“T wonder what alls
around here?' mused the man with the in-
quisitive countenanre. “When T try to k
them a simple question they elther get

Just then he caught sight of a friend com-
ing awsy from the eounter with o hig #lab
ple and o cup of coffer. He eihowed
throtigh the crowd and corralled hig friend.

“Ha. ol mun, vou're just the one P'm

all these people

r
nf

tooking S he said, joyfully. I wanted
to ask vou when the twent—""
His friend's face lengthened Immedfately.

Lok hers, Torking” he said, expostulat-
ingly, “that's i great fault of yours—pick-
ing up these confounded fads sand asking

questions about them. How the dickens,
now, shn A man that sells hardware
for a li homl, know when the twentieth
century hegins?  And what the deuce is the

difference to me, o long a8 1 get three
squnre meals—"

“Just walt 4 minute,” interrupted the
man with the inguiring mug. "1 wian't at-
temprting to ask vou anything ahout the he-
elnning of the twentieth century. 1 don’t
caren hurran nhont that question, one way
What T wanted to ask you s,

s twenty-cent plece withdr n
from ulation? I've got a bet on the
date with a frlend.”

—_— e —————

HER HEART IS ALL RIGHT.
It's to Be Hoped That She Gets Her
Trip After AllL
The gift that demanids a bit of self-denial,
vet carries with it hearty gond-will, = the
vory best mift of all. A vear ago there were
two young ladies admitted to one of the
hlg government departments. One was the
daughter of a rich man and the other of a
poor mather, who necded the assistance of
her daughter. The rich man’s daunghter
wanted to earn money enough to take her
om i three vears' tour of Burope, her father
belivving =he would be better fitted for it
If she earned a portion of the money for
the jaunt. The two girls became warm
fricwds, though one was born near the golf
and the ather in the far north. The daugh-
ter of the north pined for her mother, anld
her health falled wvisibly wonder the elose
confinement, anmd then there came n few
eeks ago a letter from the family physi-

whn wrote that the northern girl's
hir could not Hve through the winter
3 a wiarmer climate. The

. fur the dau er hard de-
bitt the foes of life
her =mull salary to her mothor,
1 she had not a dollar in the world to
addeild expense,
tristmas morning there came & ring it
the door of the biz hare bhoardl
s desolate girl, and she was
rigisterad e

tilled wi
s five pa
—dollar bill

t poe C “Dvenr Henrt:
I s my Christmas Incomparat happy
to Know that with the inclesed you ecan
tiake your blessed mother to a milder ell-

mute amd prolong her precious life, as well
your own. A bright Christr aml a
der New Year from your friend who
no mother, but loves vours and you'
Vith that groclous gift her longed-for
over-the-sea trip goes glimmering for an-
uther year; but in the big heart of this
girl from the sonth there must be a pence
that wasseth all understanding.
e T

Chinese Are Fruzal.

From the Atlantie,

No race of men ean surpass the Chinese
in habits of industry and thrift. With tho
intreiduetion of western civilizatlon the vast
rissantrees of the country will be-deyvelopead,
the productz of the soll and manufacture
will indetinitely Increase amd domestic and
internatfonal trade will be multinlted in
ite proportions.  Now, In all this material
regeneration of China the Chinaman will
ba In evidence,

Not a dollar will be gathered from the
suil, from trade, from mines, from manu-
factories, without his securing a due pro-
portion as a reward for his part in the en-
terprise.  Hae will patiently and faithfully
work for a master for half & generation
and In the second half he will appear as his
own master, at the head of a thriving busi-
ness. Thus, In the Industries of the future,
wherever there s work to be done, therae
will be found Chinese ready to ‘“‘sell
strength,” as working for hire 1s ealled In
. hina: and they will sell more strength for
the moaesy thian will men of any other na-
tion.

Again, a dollar In the hands of a China-
man  represents  far greater purchasing
power than it does In the hands of a Eu-
repean.  In China a dollar will purchasae
15000 pleces of cash, composed of copper
and zine. Thesa pleces, with a hole In the
center and gtrung on A cord, weigh seven
pounda. A common laborer In Pekin s
glid to give ten days of labor, and a car-
pentssr or 4 mason six davs, to secura this
amount of cash. This money would glve a
comfortable support to an average family.

Three dAollars A moenth, or $38 a vear,
would cover the llving Income of a Chinesa
family of the working class. The meaning
of this is that the Chinaman will survive
and prosper under conditions of life which
would dlscourage and finally overwhelm the
European.

Tish and Kandahar,

They wera two young ladles, and they
were sitting in the Pennsylvania station,
walting for a traln. Around a package that
ona of them carrled was a somewhat an-
cient Btar. One of the young ladles re-
marked to the other, as she glanced over
the headlines before her: “Isn't It just too
funny the way that the United States does
things. Now, there's that Mr. Roberts, that
they won't let sit down In the Capltol.
They made such an awful stir about it that
I suppose the English heard about it, and
&0 they have made him a lord, and a gen-
eral, and he I8 to go fight for the guean
away off in some horrid place. I ould

Ehlnk we should feel mightly ashamed, I
o s50.""

“Yes, Indeedy,” was the Intelligent re-
sponse, and then they chewed gum like a
house afire. i ]

SOLDIER AND BAD MAN
D g

1 3

Generally; whea the soldler and the bad
man of thé:westigome together the soldler
Bets the Worst of It. But there are excep-
tions. Theére ard also some very bad sol-
dlers. Norman was one of them.

This is the story of a savago knife fight
that took place in 1881, at 11 Waco, Wash.,
between a Portuguese gambler named Lu-
ruzzu and an argillery soldier named Nor-
man, who jwas gtationed at Fort Canby.
There is nd!mordidesolate military post on
earth than Fort Canby, Wash. It is situ-
ate on Baker's bay, a sort of Inlet at the
mouth of the Colymbia river, and about ten
milles across from Astoria, the salmon-fish-
Ing town of Oregon—and an evil enough
town, too. Fort (Canby Is at the base of
Cape Disappolntment, and a couple of bat-
teriva of heavy artillery have been statlon-
ed there for many years. Ever since the
establishment of the post 1l Waco, three
miles away through a dense, bear-infested
forest, has been the pay-day resort of the
soldiers. It is an evil, pine-inclosed little
town of shacks, where brace games of all
sorts run wide open, where the most vil-
lalnous liquor known to man is purveyed
out of barrels with tin dippers and where
crime used to be a pastime.

This soldier Norman was bad from a mil-
itary point of view, and he was a bad man
in the bargain. Al the men he soldiered
with knew that he was a bad man. and
they let him alone, He oceasionally got in-
to their pay-day poker game, and he al-
ways won.  Their games were not  hig
enough for him, however, and he Epent all
his Hberty over at Il Waco, bucking the
brace faro and stud poker games—nnd
beating them. Beating brace games was
Norman's specinlty. In truth, it was 2
marvel among all hands that so aecom-
plished a gambler and shori-eard plaver
=hould have entered the army, and the only
natural Inferener was that he had Pt on
the wniform to aveid capture at the hands
af the cloil anthar(ties,

Norman's unvarying success at 11 Waen
h‘.;!\f‘f‘ tables finally enraged the proprictors
of the laymits tn such an extent that all
exerpt one of them elosed up on him. The
man who did nat elose up on him was Tuis
T.arruzzu, as bad o Portugiese a1 ever o
ried A knlfe in his boot, Loruzzu had besn
hit o hard by Norman that he kept his
tables onen to the salidler in the hope of
gelting back somie of the maney, 1lis hape
was valn, for Norman went right on win-
ning. Winally, ir desperation, Luruzzu sug-
Ecated ane .qnm!ay afternoon to Norman
that they play a two-handed game of draw.
Luruzan  was an expert  crooked  draw
pléver. and he thought to retrieve his losses
in this way.

“You're on,"” =ald Norman.

In the presence of a couple of soldlers
and a couple of hangers-on of 11 Waen,
Darmay Prvvn=zs a1t wntn the evme
in the ane-ronm shack where the Portu
puese Hved. Luruzzu won at first, and hia
beady eves gleamed with the anticipatinon of
getting hack not only all his own brace-
table losses, but of acqulrineg a Int of the
gold that Norman had taken from the
tuhles of the other layouts. When he bi-
gan to lose, as he did, he grew so pervous
that he hegan to drink bad linuar in order
ta ot a hold an himself. Norman did not
tourh a drop. Normen was not a drinking
min, anyhow,

Luruzzu began to lose his own jackpots,
sometimes on his opponent’s bluffs, and
sometimes on hiz opponent’s genuine hands
—=how ever the hands were 1l together—
and then Lutuzzu drank more, in a fashion
viry uncharacterigtic of a gambler and the
proprietor of brace tables, Norman oon-
tnued rigidly abstemicus, aceording to his
habit,

Along toward T o'clock in the evening,
after five hours' play, Luruzzu was ous
ab 1 RN ind he e growing very ugly
and fn=ulting.  Norman took the Portu-
Euese's fnaalts citlmly, and went on ac-
quirlng Luruzzu's money. At 8 o'clock,
when Luruzgu had only $300 left, he atayed
in on a deal of the soldier'=. The ante had
ErOown to £25, 50 that Luruzzu had $475 still
in hand to bhet, 1le stomd piat on a queen
high flush of diamonds. The soldier drow
cne card to his two pairs, kings and tens,
and caught another ten. Luruzzu cast his
§475 ints the center of the table with a
melodramatie flourish of drunkenness,

“You blue muan, You big gun man, yvou
dedaler of cards queer, vou must now he
heat”! he shouted, wildly. “I eall for a
showdown, having no mors money by me.**

He 1uld down his queen high Aush of dia-
momds with. a® bang. Norman put dawn,
one by one, his ten full, letting both of the
hamls rest on the meney in the center of
the iable and looking quietly. but very de-

tedly, like a man expecting trouble,
straight into the wild of the man
across the table, Luruzza's face became
Blood redd, amd he was fumbling underneath

the table. Suddenly,

! quick as thought,
1ner« was a

gleam of 4 knife in the air,
and Luruzzu's kolfe came down, almed for
Norman's right hand. ut Norman's hand
diun’t happen to be there. Neither did his
left. Nurman was standing at full lengih,
with i bowie knife in his rlght hand, and
he a_;]r:[:{y‘ll it like a man who Knew how to
u=e bt .

The two men stood looking ot each other
for a second, and the look meant that the
fignt was 1o be Immedlntely on. Onpe of the
tour onluakers, a solilier quickly hauled
the table to a corner of the room, aml Nor-
man and Luruzzu, leaping at each other in
the center of the shack, began the bowle
Tence, which both appeared to understand
thorvughly, Luruzzu was a trifle the bet-
ter of the two, but he was handicapped by
hiz eondltion, and reeled at eritical points.
The two men, bolh leaning far forward
with extended and uprulsed knives, clreled
around each other with the cautlon of cats
lunging and dodging, but never gv'.{i:ug.
near enough for the thrust for several min-
utes, both of them puanting heav
Taruzzu's knife grazed the fin
solidler's knife hand, but thar w as near

I ever got to the artilleryman, The
four men looking on from varlous corners
uf the shack toosk no part, the two hang-
er? on being indifferent as 1o the nuteome,
amd the soldlers seelng that thelr man
probably had the winning end of 11,

“Oh, no, you don't.,” salg Norman, quiet-
by, uiter o peculiarly vietous thrust on Lu-
TUZZN'S purt, and, taking advantage of a
stagrer his man made, he ran in suddenly
and planted his Knlfe squarely in the heart
of the gambler, who was dead within a
minute, The bad soldler threw his knife
agiinst the wall of the shack without a
word Lo any of the other men, Bathered up
the gold and notes on the table, strode Into
the black darkness of [ Waco's niiry
streets down o the water's edge, ran up
the single sail of a fisherman's felucen
moored there, and shoved off inte the wa-
ters of Haker's bay. He was never after-
ward traced, although the presumption of
the army offtcers and elvil wuthorities who
mide the Inveatigation was that he safled
across to Astorla and stowed away on the
steamship Columbla that salled from As-
torla for San Francisco at 4 o'clock the
next morning.

Bul many an Amerlean frontiering snl-
dier has succumbed to the American bad
man to offset this one of few instances
where the soldier held the edge.

—— e
Athleiles for Girls.
From the Boston Transeript, =

The gymmasium work alone would hardly
account for the improved physical condition
of eollega women, but taken in connection
with the system of ratlonal athletics which
prevails at almost all these Institutions it
has made a noble record,

The time mpy foma, If in fact it 1s not
already here, when Instead of fearing that
the daughter of tbe family will be broken
down by overstudy and graduate with a
mental equipment gained at the expense of
a weakened hody, she will be sent to one of
these Institytions as much to strengthen
her ph}-siquq as ty Improve her mind. Bl-
cyeling, swimming, skating, tennis, golt,
basket ball, boating and other forms of
healthful ouf-of-dpor exercise that keeps
the muscles firm dhd the nerves well braced
are working*wonders for the present gen-
eration of young women, and this influence
is extending,put from the colleges and hav-
ing Its Influcnce upon less pretentious edu-
catlonal lnsn]:utloxfs and upon the social life
generally, ~

‘We are inclined Io think that the women's
colleges furnfsh the most Yratlonal athleti-
cism that is to be seen anywhere, and that
the men's colleges might accept pointers
from them. Over-strenuocusness is avoided,
and the ambition of the students is satis-
fled with well-developed physiques and
abounding health. They do not trailn up to
the heart-disease polnt. They do mot strive
for abnormal results. They lay the foun-
datlona for eplendld womanhood, Instead of

discounting the future by overtralning. Iam
other words, they are reparinlg for a vig-
orous life inst of a foot ball game,

Fine Distinetions in Chicago.
From the Chicago Tribune,

“There is a kind of smoky hazs hanging
over the city today,” remarked the man
who had just landed in town.

“A further acquaintance,’ replled the
hardened native, “wlill satisfy you that it
is a kind of haxy smolke.”

TOO MUCH NEW YEAR DAY

*‘Going to recelve on New Year, eh?” sald
young Wednew to his wife at the breakfast
tables about a week before the twentieth
century didn’t begin.

“Yes, Jack,” replied his wife, archly.
“Won't it be odd—receiving as a Mrs. on
New Year day?”

“Umph! 8&'pose it'll be odd, all right, but
where do I come in? Thought we'd fixed
it to spend our first holiday scason together
quletly and alone —no flubadub or pink
walsta or fixin's? Am I supposed to be
mixed up In the receiving end of it?"

“Why, of course not, Jack. You know
men are not supposed to be in evidence
around the house during New Year recelv-
ing."

"Well, I'm nut golng to be chased out,
permit me to inform you., 1've been hunger-
ing for two thousand years or so for a
home, and now that I've gol one I'm going
to stay in it. ‘Let Rome in Tiber melt, and
the wide arch of the ranged empire fall;
hers is my space.’ You don't spogse I'm
BE9ing to tog out on New Year day and go
jumming around making calls? Hardly.
Through with all that sort o' thing.
old."”

“Methusaleh! No, you don't have to go
out on New Year day if you don't wish to,
Jack."”

“Well, then, where do I put in the day—
in the cellar, or 'n the attie—I suppose the
whole upstairs part of the house'll be em-
pioyed as dressing apartments for your as-
sistant recelvers—or are you golng to have
n=sistants?"

“l am going to have assistants—four of
them; one of them one of your old flames:
am I not forgiving and free from jealousy?
No, you will now have to stow yourself away
in the cellar or the attie; couldn’t you stay
in your own den for just u few teeny weeny
little hours, Jack?”"

“That ‘ud be nice—and smoke myself deaf,
blind and dumb, and stare out of the win-
dow and at the figures on the wall, and
read the *Rlgse and Fall of the Roman Em-
plre” and just have slathers of hilarity.
Where do 1 conie In for some of the egg-
nog? And how about my dinner? Or is
dinner cut out of these calculutions?"*

“I'll make you 1 nice little separate howl
of eggnog all for yourself, Jack, and you
can have 1t in your own den; and we can
have dinner before we commence receiving,
of eourse. Now do be your lovely, agree-
ahble self. for I am just dying to recelve this
New Year as a solemn, settied matron.’”

“What's the good of your having that old
flame of mine here as an assistant receiver

whoever the deuce she may be—never had
any old flames that [ know of—unless I'm
to have a peek at her, anyhow?"

“Well, Wl be enough for you to know

that she's under the same roof with youw'
So it was settled that way, although

Wednew was heard to mutter =everal times
befors New Year day arrived that he
counldn't exactly see where he was zaoing to
“get off at”  Mrs. Wednow's name was
given in the “‘receiving” columns of the
newspapers,. together with the names of
her assistants, and there was a lot of over-
baulitg of the Jower rooms and embeili
ing with flowers and plants, and daily and
nightly conferenees between Wednew il
Mrs. Wednew a2 to what she'd luok Lhe
prettiest in (“you'll look pretty in any old
thing,” comprised his share of the confer-
ences), and then New Year day happened
along, a= that and other dayve have a hahit
of doing. Wednew evinced a perverae de-

sire to loaf around the lower Hoo of the
house in his smoking jacket during the
morning hours, but he was s ernly told

that =moking didn't go down stafrs that
day, for fear «of tainting the atmosphere
and spoillng the effect of the fragrance of
the cut flowers, and by 11 o'clock in the
morning he found himself chased to the
second floor. He hadn't any more than
read the morning papers and smoked a
couple of cigars before Mra. Wednew tald
him that dinner was ready.

“Dinner? At noon—only oo
after breakfast? How's thi=?" he inquired.

“Well, we begin to recelve at 2. you
know, Jack, and I want to have the dishes
il out of the way, and the maid tidied up
to 2erve the refreshments,” explained Mrs,
Wednew.

80 Wednew, without any appetlte, sat
down to his noon New Year dinner, being
gently jogged along whenever he seemed
disposed to linger over the viands, Imme-
dintely after dinner, which lasted some-
what less than half an hour, Mrs. Wednew
disappeared upstairs, and at haif-past 1 she
apprared unto her spouse, who was gloom-
ily looking out of the parlor windows, ra-
diant and ready to recelve.

“Naw, Jack, au revoir for a few teeny

iple of hours

little hours,” she sald to Wednew., My
assistants will be arriving very shortly,
and you are not =upposed to be within

miles of here. Just go up to your den, like
a dear—it's all fixed lovely, with the in-
dividual bowl of eggnog—and enjoy your-
self. It'I all be over by 7 o'clock, and
then we'll have a jolly old time when I
tell you about everybody that called.”

Wednew ascended the stairs with the
Iook of & man going to execution, and went
tu his den. He had a sort of unexpressed
fecling that this first New Year he had
arrived at as a married man wasn't ex-
actly panning out as one wild whirr of
hilarity for him, but he couldn't exactly
make up his mind what was wrong with 1.

“"Wonder why It 8, he thought, “that
men can't break into this New Year pie-
ture somehow  or other, in thelr own
homes? Married man’s either got to hide
somewhere under his own roof or revert to
his bachelorhool and jam around making
cialls, Thiz looks to me like one of the
respects In which a married man is a dead
one.  Darned gqueer a chap can't have his
wife with him when he wants her. Feel
as lonesome as the dickens up here all by
myself, "N T don't belleve she wanted me to
go out calling, at that. She dldn't sugeest
it, I noticed.*”

He took & couple of eggrogs out of the
bowl and settled himself down to rend. He
read two pages of the book and then got
up and looked out of the window. e heard
the front door opening and closing down
stalrs, and the cheery laughter of young
women, and the deeper tones of the men
making pretty speeches.

“They're having all kinds of fun down
there, and here | am hidden up here llke
a hurglar that's got in and can’t get out.
Wonder she didn't tle me to a bed post in
the store room.”

He took a few more eggnogs, and then
the idea struck him. He furtively opened
the door of his den and looked out. Yes,
they were all down stairs, and he could
riee to his dressing room and get his dress
elothes. He walted until the laughter and
chatter down stalrs were mingling high
together, and then he tiptoed to his room,
furtively got out the things, grabbed a
brush and comb from the dresser, and
tiptoed back to his den. Then he lit the
gas—it was growing dark—and rigged him-
self up. e remembered that, having come
in tha basement way on the night before,
his overcoat and top hat were on the base-
ment rack. He crept down the basement
stalrs, put on his overcoat, grabbed a cane,
and let himself out Into the darkness,

- L - - - - - -

When Wednew got home about 10 o'clock
he found his wife in wild alarm.

“Great heaven, Jack, what has happened?

Where and how did you go? Why did
you—"
“Happy New Yearsh, II'l one," sald Wed-

new, removing his overcoat with great dig-
nity and beawming upon her affectlonately.
“Jesh got W1 loneshome, thash all. Got
'frald bogle man up there all 'lone. Lesh
Hve together in our If'l home after thish,
hey?”

——— e

Food for the Brain Workers.
From the Sanitary Record,

It Is all right for the man who labors all
day in the open air to eat freely, but the
man of sedentary habits, the brainworker,
must adapt his vay of living to his needs.
He must be well nourished, for the brain is
fncapable of good work unless well sup-
plied with pure biood, but such a man can-
not posslbly furnish wital force to digest
three large meals dally. If he tries it na-
tura will protest at every atep. The chem-
iral changes of digestion will be imperfect-
ly performed. The stomach will nelther se-
crete freely nor churn the food with cheer-
ful alacrity; the pyloric orifice contracta
and allows such chyme to pass with grudg-
ing reluctance; the Intestinal lacteals are
ashamed to absorb such miserable pabu-
lum, which chokes, irritates and congests
them, so the large meal remains in the di-
gestive organs to ferment, putrefy and
steep the individual In foul gases and de-
praved secretions.

But the system can furnish enough vital
force to convert a small meal Into pabulum
of high standard, which wlill be absorbed
without difficulty, Three such small meals
are not enough to kKeep the individual prop-
erly nourished, however; four to six will be
required. Each should consist of but one
or at most two articles of food, the diet to
be varied by changes at meals. The por-
tlon of food served must be small; the pa-
tient must stop .as soon as the appetite is
”:i:laed :.Iidm.ueous dtuteaﬁlnn is proof
positive thal € meals are still too large or
too close together
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A Tianiephere of the Heavens, showing the positlong of the Princlpal Stars which are above

the horfzon Janumy 1

JANUARY HEAVENS

Cold Winter Nights Enhance the
Beauty of the Stars,

T0 LOCATE THE CONSTELLATIONS

Recent Discoveries in the Matter of
Dark Suns.

e
LIGHT GONE oOUT

———— e
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Wrltten for The Evening Star,

The brilliant star which may now ha seen
at abcut ¥ p.m. nearly overhead is Capella,
in the consteilation Auriga. Low In the
somheast 18 the still more brilliunt Sirius
A circle described through these two stars,
the line joining them being a diameter, in-
closes a region unequaled for splendor Ly
any other of egual extent in the whoic
heavens,

Within this !lmited arsa are the constci-
lations Orion, Taurus, Auriga and Gemini,
ali brillantly adorned with bright stars.
Orion contains two of the first magnitude—
Betelgeuse (Bet-el-jeu-ze), in  the right
shoulder, and Rigel (Ree-jel), in the lert
fecot—and four of the second magnitude,
namely, the “Three Kings,”” which form the
belt of the huntsman, and Bellatrix, in his
left shoulder. Sa!ph, the “Sword,' at the
opposite corner of the constellation—in the
right knee—is »f the third magnitude.

A straight line run from Sirlus to the
Three Kings and prolonged to an equal
distance beyond them strikes Aldebaran,
the “Bull's Eyve,” in the head of Taurus.
Prolonged still farther to a riislauc‘g abou:
two-thirds as great, it sirikes the Plejades,
in the Bull's shoulder.

At the left of Sirfus, forming with it and
Betelgeuse a large equal-sided triangle, is
Procyon, the Little Dog. Midway between
Capella and the eastern horizon are the
Twins (Gemini), the upper of which, Castor,
12 a bright second-magnitude star, while
Pollux, the lower, belng somewhat brighter.
commaonly ranks as of the first magnitude.

Between Capella and the head of Orien
Ig dnother coasplcuous pair of stars, about
as far apart as the Twins, bhut less bright
than they. one being of the second and one
of the third magnitude. These are the tips
af the horns of Taurus, the celestial Dull—
the very long “golden horns” with which
he was sald ancicuily to “open the year,”
the rising of this constellation, in the Int-
ter part of April, having been anclently the
slgpnal for the farmer to begin his spring’s
plowing.

The Dog Star.

Sirlus, the Dog Star, nine times as bright
a8 an average star of the first magnitude
and five times as bright as the hrilllant
Capella, has naturally held a prominent
place hoth In mythology and the history of
astronomy. Among the ancients Sirins wase
generally regarded as a star of baneful in-
flucnece. The Persians called it Tishtrya,
and dreaded its mallien radiance as the
cause of the summer droughts and of Jdis-
eases among cattle and men. Similar no-
tlons respecting it were prevale among
the Greeks and Romans., The Ezyvpilans,
on the contrary, regarded 1t as a bes
cent star. It was known to them as Sothis,
and belleved to be the resldence of tue
goddess Isis, Its rislng, or first appear-
ance above the eastern horizon at day-
break, which occurred in July, marked the
beginning of the Egyptian year, the sacer-
dotal year, which contalned 3051 days,
known as the Sothic year to distinguish it
from the civil year, which contained but
465 days. The rising of Sirlus brought wio
It the annual Inundation of the Nlle, and
it was, perhaps, because of the star's sup-
posed watchful care over the Interests of
the husbandman that it was called Anubis,
the Dog, a name which still clings to it

Star Distances.

Sirius Is among the sixty or seventy stars
of which the distances from us are known,
with a greater or less margin of uncer-
tainty. It stands third on the lst, not first,
as might be supposed from itz superlor
brilllancy. The nearest star, so far as is
known, is Alpha Centaurl, a star of the
first magnitude, too low In the southern
hemisphere to be visible north of the lati-
tude of New Orleans. The next is 61 Cyeni,
a star of only the fifth magnitude, in the
constellation of the Swan, particularly in-
teresting as the first star of which the dis-
tance was determined by Besseél some sixty
¥ears ago. The distunce of Sirlus, accord-
ing to the determinations of Dra. GIIl and
Elkin, is about 0 times that of the
sun, or about elght “light-years.” That is
to say, light, which comes to us from the
sun in eight and a quarter minutes and
from the moeon in one and a third seconds,
requires eight wvears to flash across the
space which separates us from the brilliant
Dog Star.

The light of Slrius iz estimated to equal
that of seventy suns placed side by side.
The sun In its place would shine for us as
a star of only the second magnitude. It
‘we suppose that Sirlus emits the same
amount of light, area to area, as the sun,
we may easily calculate that to shine at
its distance as brightly as it does it must
have a dlameter about eight times that of
the sun, which would give it a volume five
huvndred or &lx hundred times as great as
the sun’s. But Sirlus 1s undoubtedly hotter
and intrinsically much brighter than the
sun, so that this 1s probably an overesti-
mate of Its siza, 1

The Companion of Sirias.

Tha discovery of a companion of SBirfus—
by Mr. Alvan Clark, jr., while testing the
performance of a new telescope, in 1862—
afforded the meons of determining the
star's mass, or welght. The result of the
caleulatlon was strikingly at varlance with
what had been anticipated from the star's
great brilliancy. Although seventy times
as bright as the sun, Birlus proved to be
only about three times as massive, or heavy,
as that luminary.

Dark Sans.

‘Oné of the most interesting of the astro-
nomical events of the past year Is the dls-
covery mads by Prof. Campbell, at the
Lick observatory, that many of the stars
vary in the rates of thelr movements to-
ward us, or from us In such a wWay as
to leave no doubt that they are re-
volving In orbits around or in connec-
tlon with companion bodies, which, being
invisible, must be non-luminous, must

“dark suns.” The discovery has been
made with the spectroscope—or, rather,
with the spectograph, which Is the same

15581, at D—8 -7 pun.

inetrument  adapted for tekine 3
graphs of the spectra of celestial bo
and is due to the power which that insiru-

wnt has of reveallng a motion of ajp-
proach or recession in s siar through a
slight  displacement which such muotlon

causes in the spectral Hnes,

Prof. Campbell's lint of dlscoveries of
this sart already embiraces Afteen stars, of
which the mast interesting s Polaris, or the
North Star. This star has b n found te
be moving toward us, but with a velwdiy
which variss In such a way as to indi e
that 1t is a=soclated with at least twe ju-
vigible compantons, with ane of which 1
forms & binary system, the two bodles po-
volving about thelr common  center
graviiy In a period of it ooy
while this pair revolves about the thi
body, In & pertod not yet determined. but
which appears to have a length of muny
Years,

Variable Velocity.
ind equally Interesting ense of
varial veloelty “in the line of sigh:™
afforded by the brillisnt star C
examination of slx spectrum pla
pella “leaves no doubt.” says Prof. Cam
bell, At this star s probahly, like Po-
laris, a spectroscopl: blnary.” The oo
panion body ia dark. The pertod o

Another

lution has not yet bean determined, | it
would appear o be some ten 1

months In length. Thoere are indleations
| algo of A second companion, which is lyme-
| inous, revalving in a much shorter period,

not yel detesrmined. It 1= Infere=iing
call here that a few vears ago it was dis-
covered at the Harvard Colligge o

YTV

ftrat Beta Aurieae. the second-ma

star in the right shoulder of the Wae -
Capella 1z in the left—Is a “apoctiose
bin the companion star being Srig
but too close 10 the principal star 1o te v
ihle through a telescops The period of

tevolution in this case is Tour days

(rher Interesting =stars on P
bell’s list are: Epsilon Ursas Min
second =tar from Polarls In the f
the Little Dipper: Era Pega<l, a star of the
third magnitude near the northwest corner

Uamp-
i tha

of the *5 e Epsilon latrae, in the
northern pan of the Ralanee, and Beta Cap-
ricornt. the lower of the conspltuous palr
of stars which mark the horns of Capri-
corn.,

The great Interest which attaches to thesa
discoveries lies in the fact that the dark
hodles thus cevealed must be hodies of
siderable size in er to swing, as th
the stars—the suns—with which they
d=rociated.
extinet suns, nol Meres planctary
They seem to be fairly numerous
from the number already disc
may regurd them as illustrations of
fate which awaits our own glorious lum-
inary, some milllons of years hence.

The Planets.

Mercury is a morning star, but is too near
the sun to be visible.

Venus Is an svening star, setting shortly
before T o'clack. Vizible low in the south-

nre

They can be nothing else than

baod s,

west,
Murs will be an evening star, though not
visthle, until the 16th of the month, and

after that date a morning star
Jupitter. three hours west of the sun, 18
now visible in the soutbeast as o morning
star. .
Saturn and Uranus,
the sun, are both mo
N

bt ween Jupiter and
Ing stars,

only
plar 1t 9 opom.,
about six degrees due east II f + star which
ip= e 8 1 horn of T .
m.;l t!.hn.m.. v hinglon time, on the 24 of
thiz month the earth was in perihellion—at
its nearest to the sun.
——— = -
Fancakes in Chile,
Corpespotndonee of the Chilonge Reoand
For several days I noticed the word ““pans
upon the hill of fare at the hotel,
and did not know what it wus, Thers = a
brand of wine from one of the Ch n vine-
vards with that name, and I supposed it
wasa perhaps the same thing referred to, al-
|llu.m:h it wus difficult to underst why
| it should appear among the 1 tha
menn at the dinner table and on the bills
of fure for breakfast. The best way to find
out about such things Is 10 try li:--_m. nd
the next morning, being in an experiments

queque’”

mond, 1 ordered a “panqueque,”” which, to
our amazement, was an ordinary griddle
cake. Then It dawned upon my dull

ceptlons that “panqueque’” spelt par
i the attentlon of the head wal
e discovery, and he s« 1esd quits

ished. He could talk h  wwl
clulmed to be familiar with the cul
America. Therefore he did not
thing unusual i my discovery,

i

uny-
v, and 1 rather
think he wrote the bill of fare himself, for
he remarked, in a surprised tone:

“What do you call a pancake In Amer-
Iea”

—_—————
Quickly Over,
Frow Fllegends Blastter.

Ah, this thirst, and yet it I8 an hour o
town. Pity there is no bridge over the cli®f.
T

Ow, wo! I'm over




