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KEEP BRITISH BUSY

Gen. Roberts Raports Great Activity
on Part of Bours.

THE FIGHTING AT ELANDSLAAGTE

Reported Boer Victory Near Brand-

fort is Unconfirmed.

WARNING TO CAPE COLONISTS

————————

LONDON, April 11.—Lord Roberts wires
to the war office from Bloemfontein, under
date of Tuesday, April 10, as follows:

*The snemy hve been very active during
the past few days. One commando is now
on the north bank of the Orange river, not
far from Alfwal North, while another is at-
tacking Wepener. The garrison there is
holding out bravely and intlicted serfous
loss on the Boers. Maj. Springe of the
Cape Mounted Rifles was killed. No other
casualties have becn reported as yet. The
troops are being moved up rapldly. A
patrol of six men of the Tth Dragoon
Guards, under Lieut. Wetherley, which had
been reported missing sinee April 7, has re-
turned safely.™

As the foregoing does not mention tha
alleged British reverse on Saturday at
Meerkatsfontein, the Boer telegrams are
not credited at the war office, and they are
further discredized on account of the dis-
crepancles in the dispatches, as Meerkats-
fontein In one message = located near
Brandfort and in another It = located
=outheast of Bloemfontein, the places being
1imr miles apart.

Gen. Gatacre Recalled.

Gen. Gatacre's return to England is ac-
cepted as being In the nature of a recall,
though no reason is given for 1it, and it
will he associated in the public mind with
hi= lack of success, Lord Roberts eriticlsed
his management of the Stormberg attack,
and possibly Gataere's having arrived an
hour and a half too late to rescue the Red-
dersburg force may have decided his re-
turn. Gen. Rundle. seemingly. succeeds
Gem. Gatacre, and, according to a dispateh
from Bloemfontein, the commanders of sev-
eral brigades are about to be changed.

The Reuter Telegram Company’s corre-
spondent at Allwal North, wiring at 9:30
this morning. says:

“There i3 no further news from Wepe-
ner Too ecloudy hetograph. Aore
British troops are arriving.”

Notification to Portngal.

It is learned that the Boer governments
have formally notified Portugal that they
er the shipping of British troops and
tlons of war to Hhodesla by way of
ra, Portuguese East Africa. to be tan-

hostile action. Thi=, however,
will not stop General Sir Frederick Car-
rington’s force from entering FRhodesia.
Whether or not the Boers will make Te-

on Portugal remains to be seen,
I Informed opinfon here
of th >

t would bring them in
I another power.

CHANGES IN ROBERTS' ARMY.

Gen. Gatacre Relieved and Will Re-
torn to England.
FLOEMFONTEIN, Tuesday, April 10—
Gen. Gatacre, the commander of the third

diviston, is about to return to England.
Gen. Pole-Carew has heen appointed to
the command of the eleventh divislon.
Beveral changes are Hkely to be made in
the brigade commands.

FIGHT AT ELANDSLAAGTE.

Boer Attack Held ODack by the Naval
Brigade.

LADYBMITH, Tuesday, Agpril 10.—The
Boers opened fire this morning early, send-
ing shells Into the British camp at Elands-
laagte from three positions widely separat-
ed. The shells did no damage. The troops
moved out to reconneoiter and found the
Boers In strong force and well fortified. A
naval 4 ch gun replied to the Boers, who
have again placed a Leng Tom in position

When the Boers commenced shelling  the

itish were Jr ‘2, and one private was
ol and ther was wounded before the
soldiers were withdrawn from range. Then
the naval brigade opened fire and drew a
heavy Boer fusiliade, and two of the erulser
FPhilomel's gunners were killed. The naval
men stuck to their positions, however, and
the Boers unmasked six guns, including a
I-pounder, and shells feil in all the Brit-
Ish camps.

After three hours’ hombarndment the Boer
fire siackened and the burghers cleared oul
from 2 kopje on the right, when a British
shell Iit on the spot occupled by their Fun.,

Another command was seen moving to-
ward the Hritish left, apparently with the
intention of fSanking If, but the Hritish
elells forced it to retire. The British
advance plckelas were continually sniped,
but few casualiles have been reported.

Ja the afterncon the naval brigade agaln
fired a few sheils

It 1= rumored that a body of Boers has
gathered southwest of Elandsiaagte with
the apparent Intention of cutting the Brit-
ish lne of communicatlons,

H Clery dfrected teday's operations.
Gen. Buller visited Elandsiaagte today.

HEAVY STORMS OUT WEST

RAIN AND SNOW, ACCOMPANIED BY

UNUSUAL COLD.

The Disturbed Area Extends From
Wyoming to Texas—Red

River Booming.

CHITAGO, April 11.—The whole west and
seuthwest, Including the states of Colorado,
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Missour],
Iowa, lilinois, Indiana and Ohle, is experi-
encing a series of raln and snow storms,
accompanied by temperatures ranging from
15 to 30 degrees below normal, with heavy
frosts over a large sectlon of the wheat
belt. At Denver thiz morning thermameters
registered 8 above and at Dodge City. Kan.,
18 above.

According to the Ulnlted States weather
bureau, the storms are a continuation of
the recent cloudbursts that caused tho Aus-
tin, Tex:., disaster. Swollen streams are
reported from all over the west. Several
minor washouts have eoccurred, bit so far
the railroads have not experienced serlous
trouble. Weather bureau officlals say the
frost line will extend tonight as far sputh
as the Ohio river at least.

DENISON, Tex., April 11.—High water is
reported at all points in the Red river ter-
ritory. The Red river has risen ten feet
within the past twenty-four hours. The
Washita is on a big boom, and an overflow
is threatened.

Advices from Texarkana say that the
Red river has risen eight feet, and is in-
creasing eight Inches an hour. The rise
comes from the upper tributaries, and will
be augmented by the heavy waterspouts af
the past twenty-four hours in thls section.
The Sulphur river and Little river are also
booming, the latter being out of its banks
in the lower lands.

e

EPPS AND WoOD DEFEATED.

Result of Primaries at Richmond, Va.,
Yenterday.

Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.

RICHMOND, Va.. April 11.—The returns
from yesterday’s primary were slow in
coming in and the result in some cases was
not final tiil the last precinct was heard
from. The vote was the heaviest in years
and the count was not completed until afier
midday today. €. W. Hardwicke, chalrman
of the board of alderm>n’s finance commit-
tee, was defeated by a close vote by James
B. Wood, & Chesapeake and Ohlo officiul.
The chalrman has the placing of the ciiy's
money on d2posit and the banks of the ity
exerted strong influence for and agains:
his election. J. C. Smith beat HL. Claiborne
Epp=, the Incumbent, 134 votes for city =e
Beant. All the other cid offlcers were ra-
nominated.

— -
AT BOWLING GREEN, VA,

FIRE

Business Portion of the Town Almost
Completely Destroyed.
Speein! Dispateh to The Evening Star,
RICHMOND, Va., April 11.—Fire swept
Bowling Green, Caroline county, last night
aml destroyed thirteen stores, two lvery
stables, two carriage shops and county jail.
stimated loss $60,000 to $T0,066); {nsurance,
40,06, Only two siores are left standing
in the business portioen of the town, which
is practically destroyed.
————
BOLD BURGLARY IN RICHMOND,

Watchman Overpowered and Standard
Vil Company's Plant Robbed.
Special Dispateh to The Eveniog Star,

RICHMUND, Va., April 11.—J. A. Sowell,
watchman of the Standard Ol Company's
plant in Manchester, waa overpowered hy
flve men at an early hour thiz morning,
tied with wire, gagged and thrown aside
like old baggage, while the men blew open
the safe and took the contents, Including
$500 In cash.

Sowell was sitting at the table in the
office when he was jumped on from behind.
In a desperate struggle which he made he
was struck on the end of the spine with
a burglar's hammer and painfully hurt.

—————
HUMORED HOER VICTORY.

Daily Newn Correspondent Sends Re-
port From Pretorin.

LONDON, Aprll 11.—The Daily News has
the followling from Pretoria, dated Monday,
by way of Delagoa bay:

“It is officfally announced that a hattle
has been fought south of Brandfort, in
which 600 British troops were killed and
wounded and S8 taken prisoners.

“Lord Roberts s declared to be finding
great difficulty owlng to the scarcity of
water,"”

A dispateh today to the Daily Malill from
Brandfort, dated Bunday, says: “Yesterday
Gen. de Wet Inflicted the third defeat of
the Hritish within a week, at Meerkatsfon-
tein, killing and wounding 6. He captured
900, with twelve wagons, losing five Boers
killed and nine wounded.”

The Dally BMall ulso has the following
from Lourenco Marquez: “The Netherlands
Ratlway Company professes to have re-
celved a telegram reporting a Boer victory
near Kroonstad, the Boers capturing W0
British.™

Commenting on this, the Daily Mail re-
marks: “There is a Meerkatsfontein about
elght and a half miles southeast of Kroon-
stad, but, If the reports be true, this can

hardly be the place "
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ADOPTED BY HOUSE

Special Rule Regarding Vote on
Porto Rican Bill.

EXCITING SCENES PRECEDED DIVISION

Result Was 158 Yeas, 142 Nays; 11
Refrained From Voting.

DEBATE I8 RESUMED

— e

The House of Representatives this after-
noon, by a vote of 158 years, 142 nays, de-
cided to vote on the Porto Rican bill at 5
o'clock today,

ALl 11 o'clock the committee on rules as-
sembled in Speaker Henderson's private of-
fice and settled the day's program, fixing
the finul vote for 5 p.m. today. The special
rule  provided for the occasion allowed
twinty minutes on each side to debate the
rule, and, on its adoption, a debate on the
bill until 5 o'clock. It was expected that
thls arrangement would bring a test vote
on the rule early in the day, as it was ar-
ranged that the rule should be brought in
immediately after the reading of the jour-
nal. The Bpeaker and Messrs, Dalzell and
Froavenor voted for the special rule, and
Mr. Richardson, the democratic member of
the committee, voted agalnst it.

Getting Ont the Votes.

Early in the day the party MANAZCTS Were
exerting their utmost endeavors to assem-
ble a full vote. The measures adopted were
aimost unprecedented in their thoroughness.
On the republlcan side there were twenty-
five or thirty absentees, but Representa-
tive Long, the republican “whip,"” was in
telegraphie communieation with eVery one
of these, und it was known on what train

cach man would arrive.
Mr. Long summed up his work by =aying
that every republican would be present or

paired, with a single exception, Houtelle of
Maine. and it was hoped to pair him later,

“It 1= impossible to guard against sick-
ness, flond or disaster,” sald Mr. Long,
“but, barring unforeseen mishaps, I look
for the passage of the bill as it came from
the Senate by a4 majority of from three to
aipe.’’

Representative Richardson, the demo-
eratlie floor leader, woulid not venture a
prodiction, saying that with such a narrow
marzin vne unexpected mishap might turn
the tide,

Mr. Uniderwood, the democratic “whip.”
counted on noel more than five democratic
albgentees, three of them being sick men.
Hut the republican estinate of democrats
unpaired ran up to nine, Bailey of
Texas, Stallings of Aln Fox of Mis-
siesippl,. Cochran of . Urawley of
inois, Ridgely of r and Hoberi-

n, Davey and Meyver of Louisiana. The
sick Hst includsd Robertson, Crowley and
Ridgely. 1t was expected, however, that

Mr. Ridgely might venture out for the vole,
d Mr. Fox was expected by train. The
democratiec managers alsa clalmed that a
palr had been arranged for Mr., Balley,
which would have to be accepted.

Conference of Republican Opposliion.

The half score of republican members wha
appose the bill heid a conference at the
Cipitol shortly before noon. Elghat mem-
bers were present, and the reports pre-
sented showed that a total of nine republi-
can voles against the bill could be relied on.
Mr. Me(Tall of Massachusetts summed up
the sftuation from that standpeint as fol-
lows: “We have nine republican votes. Hee
yond that all depends upon the prescnee of
democratic members, and that Is an un-
known quantity to us. But the vote will
be cluse."

Crowds in the Galleries,

The struggle attracted great crowds to
the gallerles of the House, and all the
preparations Indicated a field day replete
with exciting incidents,

Exciternent was at a high pltch when the
Speaker's pavel fell at noon. As soon &8s
the reading of the journal was concluded
Mr. Dalzell (Pa.), one of the leaders of the
majority and i member of the committee
on rules, presented the gpecial order under
which the House was to operate, as follows:

“Resclved, That Immediately upon the
adoption of this resolution the committes
of the whrle house on the state of the
Unlen shall be discharged from the consid-
eration of H. R, 8245 (the Porto Rico bill),
and tho Senate amendments thereto: that
the same shall be considered in the House
until & p.m. Wednesday, Aprdl 11, 1000,
when, without delay or other motion, a
vote vhall be taken on the motlon to con-
cur In the said Senate amendments en
grogs. And all meéembers shall have leave
to print on the subject of said bill and
amendments for ten days from the adoption
of this rule.”

Upon the conclusion of the reading of the
rule, upon demand of Mr. Dalzell, the pre-
vious question on it3 adoption was ordered.
This gave twenty minutes for debate on
each side under the rules.

Mr. Dialzell sald he would discuss the rule
bricfly. On February 28 the House sent to
the Senate the Porto Rico tariff bill. The
amendments attached by the Senate fur-
nished a clvil government for the Island. It
was the opinion of the majority, he sald,
that these amendments should be concurred
in. There had been encugh dlscusaion on
the subject, he sald. What the country de-
sired was not debate, but action,

Mr. Richardson's Opposition.

Mr. Richardson, the minority leader,
called attention to the fact that tha rule
would permit the House to vote only upon
a single proposition. If it had been possibls
for the Senate to add to the Iniquity of the
original bill levying 15 per cent of the Ding-
Iay duties on guods going into Porto Rico,
he said, It had done so In the so-called civil
Eovernment amendment. T'nder the gulse
of & elvil government, he egld, the Senata
had imposed an Imperlalistlc government
upon the people of the island. He asserted
that It was never the intention of thas ro-
publicans of the House In the first instuice
to enact any such measure. He quotad
President McKinley, Secretary Root, ex-
Presid:nt Harrlson, ex-Speaker Reed and
other republicans of national reputation in
favor of free trade with the islands, and
drew a salvo of applause from his iemo-
cratic colleagues by characterlzing the
President In the language of ex-Spraker
Reed as the “emperor of expediency.”

Proceeding, he expressed his regrat that
the Secretary of War had not seen fit to
furnish the opinion of Judge Charles A.
Magoon, the attorney of the insular bureau,
to the *ffect that the Constitution extendsd
ex-proprio vigore to our new po i

sensation by giving the name of the news-
paper man who had written the interview,
saying he was a repalable carrespondent,
worthy of all credence.

Mr. De Armond (Mp.) said the rul: was
evidence that those wWho had deculed 1o
suppress intellect, chain the will and sifle
the conscience realized that they must do
their work quickly., H2 commended those
who had the manhood to stand out for the
right and warned the majority that th2 re-
publicans would have the country to rcccon

" Mr. Babeoek's Denlal.

Mr. Babcock (Wis.}), chalrman of the -e-
publican congressional campaign commit-
tee, to whom Mr. Dalzell vielded a minute
and a half, indignantly resanted the char-o
of Mr. Richardson that the republicaa cam-
palgn committee had received a money ¢cin-
sideration for the Porto Rico tariff »Hil.
As a member of that committee he desired
to denounce It as absolut2ly without found-
atlon, and he challenged any one to name
the republican who was responsible for
such a charge.

Jumping to his feet, Mr. Pierce ;Tern.)
tried to interrupt Mr. Babcock, but tna lnt-
t:r waved him aside.

“He withdraws his challenge,” shouted a
voice on the democratic side, amld a howl
of dzarision.

Mr. Babcock paid no attention 10 it. The
shoe was on the other foot, he continued.
The tobacco trust and the sugar trust, he
said, had started th> free trade agitation.

This statement produced more derigive
cries from the oppositien, which, however,
were drowned in republican cheera,
Grosvenor Warms Up the Republicans.

Mr. Grosvenor (Ohin) followed with a
speech that kept his side in almost con-
tinuous applause, It was a glorious thing,
he said, to witness the anxiety of the dem-
ocratic party and the mugwump prese lest
the republican party should destroy itself.
He had witnessed it beforfe, but he had
never seen it #o zealous us now to avert
from the republican party the odium and
curze of An outraged public sentiment.
(Republican cheerz.) He referred sarcasti-
cally to an editorial this morning, in “one
of these independent papers which would
probably support Bryan,” appealing to the
republicans for God's sake not tu do them-
selves Injury. It gave the “brand of hy-
pocrisy” to the whole “outfit,” he sald.
Mr. Grosvenor said he honored the demo-
cratie party for making opposition to this
bill the test of demoeracy, and those dem-
ocriats who had previously voted for the
tarlff bill who now placed alleglance to
party above conslstency,

Allegiance to this bill was now, he said,
the shibboleth of rr'nub[lcarllzm. He hurl-
ed back in Mr. Richarfigo’'s, teeth the
charge of bribery. Did the géntieman from
Tennessee, he asked, think he eould be a
hypoerite evervwhere? He himsolf did not
believe it. If he belleved any republican
had made such a statement, why had he
not Investigated it?

“We do not believe it,” crled Mr. Gros-
venor. “We know it iz a lie. (Republi-
can applause.) 1 do not say no man madde
the statement. But if he did he js n lar.
(Democratic  jeers.) Lat the gentleman
from Tennessee bring In a resolution and
It will be adopted in fifteen minutes."
I did not make the statement myself,”
interrupted Mr. Richardson.

“Oh, no!" retorted Mr. Grosvenor. “That
is Uke the shining, sHppervy character of
the gentleman.” (Republican applause.)

Mr. Dalzell Reviews History.

At this juncture Mr. (irogvenor's time ex-
plred and Mr, Dalrell coneluded the debate
on the rule. Reverting to Mr. Richardson’s
characterization of the rule as an “out-
rage,”" he recalled the rule brought in
when the democrats concurred In the Sen-
ate amendments to the Wilson tariff bill,
evoking frequent applause during the re-
cital. *‘Scribes, phurisees apd hypocrits,”
he denominated the democrats for prating
of the change of base made by the repub-
licans. When the Porto Rlco tariff bill was
originally presented, ha gaid, It had been
advocated and opposed with the time-hon-
ored traditions of the respective partles.
The democrats had found their law in the
Dred Scott declslon, their polities in the
philosophy of John €. Callioun. The re-
publicans had found their law in the
speeches of Daniel Webater, thelr politics
In the platform upon which Abruham Lin-
coln had been elected. The majority upon
whose shoulders the regponsibility rested,
he said, were ready to kssume it and he
predicted, in conclusion, that the day was
not far distant when the masses of the
people of the country would recognlze their
oiurse a8 wise and beneficent for the peo-
ple of Porto Itico.

Mr. Richardson's Substitate.

Mr. Richardson was on his feet as Mr.
Dalzell closed, with 1 motion to recommit
the rule with instructiohs to report a new
rule and a substitute bill providing: “First.
Tor free trade between the United States
and Porto Rico.

""Second. A civil government for the ter-
ritary of Porto Rico, republican in form."

The Speaker ruled that as the pravious
question had been ordered on thé rule Mr.
Richardson’s motion was not In order.

“Vote! Votel” came from many quarters,
and the Speaker beat a lively tattoo to se-
cure order while the vote was takan.

The vive voco vote was indecisive, and to
gBave time a yea and nay vote was taken on
the adoption of the rule,

The voling was followed with Intense In-
terest.

The “whips,” Long and Underwood, hov-
ered ubout the desk, seeing that every pos-
sible vote was recorded.

The Resuli a Sarprise.

The announcement of the adoption of the
Tule—ayes, 108; noes, 142; present and not
votlng, 1l—was greeted with salvos of ap-
plause on the republican side. The large
majority wae a general gurprise. It was
regarded as a test vote,

The republicans who wveoted against the

rule were: Crumpacker of Indiana, Heat-
wole of Minnesota, Lana of Iowa, Littlefleld
of Maine, of IHinois, McCall of

Massachusetts, H. C. Smith of Michigan,
Warner of lilinois. The only demucrat vot-
Ing for the rule was Bigley of Pennsylvania,

It was declded that the time remalining,
three and & half hours, should be equally
divided between the two sides, Mr. Payne
and Mr. Richardson to control the time on
their respective sides. ¥

Mr. Payne yielded to Me. Watson (Ind.),
who opened the debate. From . the incep-
tion of the consideration of the Porto Ri-
can tariff bill to the present time, he said,
there had been so much misapprehension
and misunderstanding, se much erimination
and recrimination, so magpy charges and
counter charges here rlﬂ the eoumr‘y
that he would consider ‘himself fortunate 't
he were able to seareh eut sdime of the
hidden causes which had peoduced this agi-
tation.

Farther Op tion,,

Mr. Jones (Va.) followsd Mm Watson.
He devoted himself prineipally to an ar-
sument against the clvilegovermment fea-
ture of the bHI.

Mr. Maddox (Ga.) and Me Willlams (T11.)

upon which, he said, the original recom.
mendations of the Preslident and the Secre-
tary of War were based.

He read some extracts from this alleged
suppressed opinlon which had bean printed
in & New York newspaper. The reading was
frequently punctuated with applausc.

Why, Mr. n asked, had the
President, the Becretary of War and the
republican party chang=d front upon this
whole question? For reply he read the
statement of Prof. Schurman of the Philip-
pine commission, that the *“trusts had gone
down to Washington and had grasped the
republican party by the throat.”

The Alleged Deal.

He also recalled th: statement printed a
short time ago in a loenl newspaper that a
republican member of the House had sald
that In return for the passage of the bill a
large contribution was to be mad: to the
republican campalgn fund.

Mr. Richardson crzaled something of a

also opposed the bill. The latter charged
that the majority had cated to the
sugar trust. -

Mr. H. C. Smith (Mieh.) and Mr. Warner
(111.) both opposed the hill on the ground
that it was a breach of goed faith whizh
the people would not tolerate.

CAPTAIN REICHMAN.

Ofiicials Do Not Belicye He Has Vio-
lated Newtrmiity Lavws.

Inquiry at the State andsWhr departments
discloses the absence of gny‘reports, official
or unofficlal, connecting Capt. Reichman
with active participation n the Boer cam-
paign. Therefore the officlals, basing their
oplnion on Capt. Reichman's well-known
good judgment and knowledge of the rules
of war, are confident that he dane noth-
ing to violate the neutrality to which he
was bound by his appgintment #s an ob-

server of the war In Intergsts of the
United States army.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

The President Arranging for a Trip
to New York,

TOADDAESS ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE

Large Delegation From Lowell,

Mass., Received.

MANY SENATORIAL CALLERS

—_—

Prezsident McKinley Is going to New York
Aprll 21 to make an address before the
ecumenieal conference on forelgn missions.
This distinguished church body meeta in
Carnegie Hall on that date, and at 8 o'clock
in the evening will listen to addresses by
the President and representatives of the
state and city of New York. The honorary
president of the conference is ex-Presldent
Benjamin Harrison. President McKinley
will remain in New York on the 224, the
Sunday following.

The President may make one other visit
out of Washington this month. He intends
to go to Canton for a few days seome time
after his trip to New York. The home of
President and Mrs. McKinley is being re-
modeled and repaired, and the President
wants to see for himself how the work is
getting on. Several months ago a Canton
architect was here going over the plans
with the President.

Invited to Gridiron Club Dinner.

Henry L. West, president of the Gridiron
Club, and General H. V., Boynton, former
president of the same organization, =aw
President McKinley this morning and in-
vited him to attend the dinner of the ciub
on the 28th of this month. The President
sald it would give him great pleasure to at-
tend if possible. He then mentloned the
engagements which would take him out of
town. He has attended several of the
Gridiron dinners and enjoys the evening's
merriment to the fullest extent.

Anking for Chaplaincies.

Representative Baker this morning pre-
sented Rev, E. H. Lamar of Baltimore to
the President. Mr. Lamar would like to be
a chaplain in the navy. The President said
that there are no vacancies now but sug-
gested that Mr. Baker agaln present Mr.
Lamar's name when there was an opening.

Representative Hall of Texus accompa-
nied by Bishop Warren A, Candler, asked
for a chaplaincy In the army for a Texas
minister. The President has the application
under conslderation.

Many Callers on the Prenident.

The President had an engagement for 10
o'clock this morning to shake hands with
about 130 persoms of Lowell, Mass. Owing
to the pressure of official visitors, however,
the President was nearly an hour late in
going to the east room to meet the Lowell
visitors. This caused Jerry Smith, the old
colored servant to remurk, “Dere ought ter
be two Presidents—one ter "tend ter busi-
nesg, an’ one ter do de handshakin'.' The
hundreds of sightseers at the White House
each day inquire If there ia any way to see
the President and shake hands with him.
Bome of the guide books =old to strangers
have for months erroneously stated that
the President would receive visitors Mon-
duy, Wednesday and Friday afternoons.
The President has held no such receptions
for nearly two years. He was compelled to
stop them because of the heavy demands
on his time during the Spanish war. They
have not sluce been resumed. Occaslonally
by request of a tongressman he recelves
special partles. This is a drain on his time
and frequently takes him away from office
business.

Some Senntorial Callers.

Benator Burrows talked with the Presi-
dent this morning.. “Politics won't open up
In Michigan until after May 1, tha date of
our state convention,” said the senator.
“The republican party is ln good condition
for a victory. There will be little criticlsm
of the Porto Rican bill after it passes, and
the party will lose nothing by it in Michi-
gon. I hope to see the bill passed and boe-
come law.'’

Senator Wolcott was with the President
some time. He is trying to secure several
appolntments in Alaska for Colorado men.
Benator Woalcott I8 not making any claims
a3 to Colorado’s attitude in November next.
He asserts that there is u great change in
gentlment, but does not say that this is suf-
ficient to overturnu the heavy democratic ma-
Jortty.

Senator Platt saw the President about
postmasters for Adams and Watertown, in
Jefferson county, New York. Senator Pen-
rose saw the President about some Pennsyl-
vania post offices.

Invited to New York.

Major Walter Thorn, president of the War
Veterans and Sons' Association, and Col.
Joseph Kay, department commander of the
New York G. A. R., saw the President.
Major Thorn Invited him to atténd the con-
cert and reunion of varlous veterans' or-
s‘nnisattons at Brooklyn on “Antietam

ay."

General Bhaw and Genernl Sickles of the
G. A. R. talked with the Presidont vester-
day afternoon regarding the bill pending in
Congress for the establishment of a penslon
ccurt of appeals.

The Dintriet (3ommlst-!on¢ruhlpl.

Madison A. Ballinger, a real estate dealer,
had a talk with President McKinley thia
afternoon regarding his candidacy for Com-
missioner of the District. It is understood
that Mr. Ballinger's name has been pre-
sgented to the Presldent by several promi-
nent men, among them belng Senaior Frye
and the Iowa delegation In Congress.

. Bome time later M. M. Parker had a con-
ference with the Preeident, talking about
Distriet matters. At the request of the
President Mr. Parker presented his views
of the situatisn.

- The President ig apparently about to make
up his mind on the appointment of Dis‘rict
Commiesioners. He has been visited by a
number of delegations and has received
Juany communications on the subject. By
disposing of the matter soon he will not
have the responsibllity of it longer.

The President wants able executive men
for Commissioners, and It is safe to say
that If he makes a selection it will be after
careful study of the man or men.

Today's Nominations,

The following nominations were sent by
the President to the Senate today:

War: Artlllery—To be captain, First Lieut.
Isasc N. Lewis, Tth Artillery; to be first
lieutenant, Second Lieut. 8am F. Bottoms,
6th Artillery. Infantry—To be first lleuten-
ant, SBecond Lieut. Willlam K. McCue, 1st
Infantry.

“Navy—To be second Heutenant in marine
corps, John P. V. Gridley of Pennsylvania.

Postmasters—Robert J.- Buck, Watertown,
N.. Y.; Frank 8. Henyon, Adame, N. Y.;
Charles P. Barnes, Brighton, N. Y.

Interior—Danlel W. Patrick of Gold Hill,
N. C.,, to be supervisor ef the twelfth cen-
#us for the second supervisor's district of
North Carolina.

One* of the Merrimae's Crew.
Oaborn Delgnan, who was one of the gal-
lant crew of the M>rrimac when that ves-
sel was sunk in the harbor of Santiago, has
been appointed angacting boatswain in the

navy and assignea to duty on the gunboat
Marietta. 3

PORTO RICAN TARIFF

THE BILL EXPECTED TO PASS THIS
AFTERNOON,

Only One Vote to Be Taken—Members
on Hoth Sides Hurry-

ing Here.

The resolution for the consideration of
and vote on the Porto Rican tariff bill in
the House today was an exact copy, as to
the method of voling, of the resolution un-
der which the Scnate amendments to the
Wilison tariff blil were concurred in at the
Fifty-third Congress. 1t {s an iron-bound,
copper-riveted proposition, admitting of but
one vote—that on the motion to concur In
the Benate amendments. The general be-
lief this morning was that the Porto Rican
bill would carry by a majority of from three
to five. The vote occurs at b o'clock this
afternoon, and the exact result depends
upon the arrival, without hindrance, of
absent members, who are hurrying to reach
Washington before that hour.

The work of Mr. Long for the republi-
cans and Mr. UUnderwood for the demaocrats
In securing the attendance of members of
the House and arranging pairs for such
as must be absent has been, perhaps, the
most thorough in legislative history. The
opposition to the bill is at a di=advantage
In consequence of sickness, having three
sick men—Robertson of Loulslana, Crawley
of Illinois and Ridgely of Kansas, while
the republicans have but one—Boutelle of
Maine—all of whom are without pairs.
This difference will probably be adjusted,
however, by two of the sick democrats be-
ing palred with Davey and Meyers of
Louisiana. The democrats, however, have
three absentecs, at least two of whom will
not appear, All except Balley of Texas,
Stallings of Alabama and Cochran of Mis-
sourl are expected and none of them are
palred, but it is possible that one of them
may get here in time to vote. It is said
that Bailey had a promise of a pair when
he went away, but that it was broken.

On the Republican Side,

The republicans expect to have all their
members except Boutelle of Maine present
or paired. The exact location of each
member of the House is known to the
man of each party in charge of the pairs
and the organization of the forces ls com-
plete. Mr. Tawney, who is expected to be
the last of the absentees to arrive, is due
at 2 o'clock thie afternoon, and King, the
newly elected democrat from Utah, is hur-
rylng on his way, but is hardly expected
to arrive in time.

It ia conceded that nine republicans will
vote against the bill. but If there are no
more under cover who will vote agalnst the
bill it will pass by a majorlty of not less
than three. The republicans say that there
is one other man on thelr side whose vote
is in doubt, hut that they do not believe
that there will be more than ten republi-
cans against the bill.

The result is subject to the fluctuations
that may come of the nom-arrival of mem-
bers expected on one side or the other, but
this Is more apt to increase than to reduce
the majority for the hill. Mr. Long, who
is in charge of the republican palirs, says
that the majority Is likely to be anywhere
between three and nine for the bill, and
that the bill cannot fail unless there is
treachery on the part of some republicans.

MR. MUDD NOT RESPONSIDLE,

He Introduced the New Form of Gov-
ernment Bill by Reguest.

The bill to change the form of govern-
ment In the District of Columbla, intro-
duced in the House by Mr. Mudd, has been
referred to the District committee, but has
not yet been taken up by any subcom-
mittee.

Mr. Mudd stated to the committee today
that he had merely introduced the bill “by
request” and had no Intentlon of calling
the bill up for conslderation, nor urging it
upoen the committes.

Mr. Mudd disavowed any pride of au-
thorship in the bill and said that he had
beéen careful to put the words “by re-
guest” on the bill to assure the people of

the District that he did not intend to give
his indorsement to the bill

PASSED BY THE SENATE.

Various Bills and Resolutions Acted
- Upon Favorably.

- When the Senate convened today Mr.
Monrey reported from the committee on ag-
riculture a bill setting apart a portlon of
the Arlington estate for an experimental
farm to be operated under the directiom of
the Secretary of Agriculture, and it was
passed.

- A resolution was adopted calling upon
the President, if not incompatible with the
public interest, to Inform the Senate
whether any persons have been executed by
garrote in Porto Rico since the United
Blates authoritles have been in control of
the Island, and if eo, why the system of
execution was employed.

A bill to establish a fish hatching and fish
station in West Virginia was passed.

The resolution relating to the Quay case
was laid before the Senate, and Mr. Bur-
rows (Mich.) rose to address himself to it

Mr. Allison (lowa) requested Mr. Bur-
rows'to yleld to him that he might have the
Benate take up the District of Columbia
appropriation bill.

his request was agreed to, it being un-
derstood that Mr. Burrows should proceed
tomorrow with his speech.

After. Mr. Penrose (Pa.) had protested
that eppropriation bills should not interfere
with consideration of the Quay case, the
Disgtrict of Columbia appropriation bill was
formally taken up. The bill, as reported to
the Senate, carrles §7,457,755.

CHANGED BY CURRENCY ACT.

Banks Cannot Count Certificates of
Deposit as Part of Money Reserve.
Under authority of section 5193, U. B. R.

8., natlonal banks have heretofore been

permitted to deposit with any assistant

treasurer of the United States lawful
money in sums of not less than $10,000, and
to recelve therefor a certlficate of deposit
which certifies they were authorized to
count as a part of their lawful money re-

=orve. Section 6 of the act of March 14,

1900, known as the “‘currency bill,” repeals

this entire section of the Revised Statutes,

and in consequence the banks will hereafter
be prohibited from counting such certifi-
cates as part of their lawful reserve.

There are about fourteen and a half mil-
llons of these certificates now outstanding,
which are held entirely by the banks in the
principal citles of the east, with the excep-
tlon of two or three western cities, and sre
indicated in their reports as United States
certificates of deposit.

PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS.

Meeting of Ministers anid Ambassa-
dors Called for Saturday.

A meeting of all of the ministers and
ambassadors representing the countries of
the three Americas has been called for
Baturday at the bureau of American re-
publics to take steps to insure representa-
tion of thelr respective countries at the
second Pan-American congress, to be held
in the City of Mexico. This meeting re-
sults from the movement initlated by the
executive committee of the bureau of
American republics and It is expected that
the result will be to fix & date for the
meeting of the Pan-American congress
and outline the program for the
for it is regarded as expedient to hawve
the topics Lo be considered approved by

all of the nations to be represented at
meeting.

the Congress in advance of the

MONEY FOR DISTRICT

Appropriation Bill Acted On in the
Senate,

SCHOOL PROVISION ADOPTED

Debate Over Raising Police Judges'
Salaries,

—_—

OTHER ITEMS PASSED

The Benate began the constderation of
the District of Columbla appropristion bill
at 12:45 today. Senator Allison, chalrman
of the committee on appropriations, ree
quesied that this bill be disposed of, and
Senator Burrows consented to defer his pee
marks on the Quay case untll tomorrow.
Mr. Allison said that if the District appro-
priation bill should not be concluded today
1t woulidl take very little time tomorrow.

Under the head of “Auditor's office” Mr.
Allison proposed an additional amendment
increasing the salary of one clerk provided
for i the bill at $1.200 to $1,400,

First Item Struck Out.

When the amendment appropriating
$25,000 for improving the municipal wholee
kile market on the reservaiion betwee 10th
and 12th and B and Little B streeis norths
wesl was reached Mr. Allison sald upon
further dellberation the committee did npt
care to retain that amendment, and it was
#truck from the bill.

School Provision Passed.

The provislon for public schools was
adopted without debate, except that Mr,
Hawley remarked that he was greatiy
pleased to see that what he and others dge
sired had been done in relation to the
public schools of this city. He sald it wak
the confident hope of many people that twd
of the trustees should be women. He sald
it was in the minds of members of the
committec on appropriations that the 'resi.
dent would appoint two wWomen a8 (rusteess,
and hoped the President would do so. He
m:ade no motion.

The school provision was amended on
motion of Mr. Allison to stipulate that one
of the two asslstant superintendents should
have charge of the colored schools.

A janitor was provided for at $250
Hillsdale Schoul.

Under the head of the appropriation fop
the metropolitan police, twenty-two Instead
of twenty-one station Keepers wore pro=
vided for.

Salariex for Police Conrt Judges,

Mr. Berry objected to the Incrosse of
salaries of two judges for the Pollce Court
from $3,000 to 53,6M. He eald he had heard
of no eomplaint from these judges about
their salaries. He said there was a dis-
pcsition to inerease such salaries, and he
saw no reason for doing it. In his state
circuit courts the judges got but $2.000, and

for the

they did not complain about not having
enough.
Mr. Alllson said the estimate for thesa

salaries had been $4,000).

Alr. Berry made a point of order against
the increase of salary as a chamge In exs
isting law, and he was sustained by the
president pro tem., the amendment being
stricken out,

Mr. Gallinger Commenits.

When the ftem appropriating $1,%¥ fop
the church orphanage asesoclation of St
John's parieh was reached, Mr. Gallinger
sald he was surprieed that a wealthy
church should ask for this paltry sum of
money. The next {tem for an equal amount
for St. Joseph's Asylum he knew nothiog
about. He said, of course, *“these worthy
people” needed money and If they could net
raise it from private subscription they
wanted it from Congress.

He said the superintendent of charitles
had reported that there was room for mora
children in the District of Columbla indus-
trial home, “and he didn't see why Con-
gress should appropriaie for private charie
ties when there was no demand for them.™
He said all the children needing care by
the public are being cared for dnd any gne
conducting a private charlty of the kind
provided for in uri:-:_:i.mcndmem did so on
their own responsibility and for their own

urposes.
pHe made no motion in conneetion with tha
amendments, but said he hoped they would
not appear in the bill when ready for final
passage.

For Filtration Establishment.

The following amendment was adopted
on motion of Mr. Allison:

For establishing those portions of a fil-
tration plant which are essentlal to the
operation of either system of flltration
adopted, including necessary land, grading,
masonry and appurtenances, $&00,000, to be
available Immediately.

On motion of Mr. Gallinger, an amendy
ment appropriating £1,000 for the Women's
Clinic in the District of Celumbia wasg
adopted.

Municipal Hospital.

Mr. McMillan proposed an amendment
appropriating $100,000 for the purchase of &
site for a municipal hospital.

Mr. Allison proposed an amendment ige
creasing the salary of the superintendent g
the street-sweeping department from »2.2
to $2,400, which was adopted.

Mr. Chandler nbjected to the appropria=
tion of $50,000 for continuing the erection
of a workhouse for males, which approm la;
tion was put in the bill in the House o
Representatives.

He made an extended argument to show
that many persons believed that the works
house, jall, etc., would eventually be res
moved from their present localion to som
place further out of the clty, and for thaf
reason objected to any enlargement of
buildings on their present sites In
Washington

Senator Allison strongly advocated thgl
the appropriation be allowed to remain ip
the bill, because of the great needs of thé
institution for additional room.

Mr. ler insisted on an aye and mo
vote on his proposition, and there being no
querum a call of the Senate was ordered,

The Appropriation Retained.

The Senate then, by a decisive vole, re.
tained the appropriation in the bliL
On motion of Mr. Cockrell an amendmeng
was adopted appropriating $2,000 for m,g
ing and regulating Quincy street fro
Brightwood avenue to Sth street, in Peth
worth subdivision.

On motion of Mr, McMillan an amends

ment appropriating $35,000 for grading and
m.provrnl; Connecticut avenue extended was
adopted.

On motion of Mr. mmw.:“tg.u? W
appropriated to purc a o
adjoining the land formerly purchased b
the government for the purpose of cons
structing & water tower on 15th stret, this
land to be used as a public pari.

The Bill Passed.
With the above amendments the bill wag
then passed by the Benate.

Marine Band for Egg Rollers.
The Secretary of the Navy today ordered
the Marine Band to play at the President's
grounds next Monday aftermoon for the
benefit of the children engaged in thelp
usual Easter pastime of egg rolling.

Roberts Warns Cape Oﬂﬂlgl-.
COLESBERG, Cape Colony, April 11—
In view of the state of unrest across
border, Lord Roberts has proclaimed
warning to the Cape Colonists that fu
acts of hostility will be treated with thé
utmost rigor of law,




