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AWAKENED  ANXIETY

Effscts of a Special River Bulletin
of the Weather Burean.

WARNINGS TO WHARF OCCUPANTS

oA

Few of the Latter Believe There
Will Be Much of a Flood.

> =

CONDITIONS

PRESENT

i

Fears of a flood In Washington, which dis-
turbed nervous members of the community,
had been pretty thoroughly assuaged by the

asurances of of® and experienced river
sharps today that nothing terrible onI-I
happen, when all of a sudden a special
bulletin from the weather bursau put the
alarmed ones on the anxious seat agaln.
This decument, which was entitied “Special
Rivér Bulletin,” and s'gned “Willis Lo |
Moors, Chief U. 8. Weather Hureau.” read
as follows:

41 % o'vliwk this morning the stage of the
Potomac river at Harper's Ferry was 19.5
feet, a rise of 9.5 fret sinee S aam, yesiers
day. This will cause a marksd rise In the
river at Washington, and eeilars an Loulsl-
ana avenue between Bth apd 10th streets |

will be flooded to a depth of s=vera! inches

by tonight. and the B sireel sewer at the
foot of ITth street will he full to the crown.”

‘Qome felt after perising the ahove that
the natlona! oapital might become u'l'l.utht:t'.
Johnstown or talveston, ban ald  timers
were not inclined to regard the outlook in
such a = rious Hght.

Whar! Occupanis Warned.

To be i - sufi side, however, Harbor-
master Sutton, when he received the bulle-
tin, proceeded to notify the oceupants of
the wharves between the Long bridge and
the arsenal. in order that they might re-
move their goods and prevent loss. At noon
when the harbormaster made his trip along
the river front the water was= touching the
siringere of some of the wharves, and that
of Riley, the lumber merchant at the fool
of 6th street, was pu? vrmsder  water.
While mest of the rivermen appreciated the
efforts of the harbormaster and set at work
to protect their property _n'];-.-l‘.-: pa'd but
little attention to the warmiug. .

Owners of small eraft wers bhusy this af-

ternoon securing their boats. Many of the
dealars recalled slmilar warnings they had
received when they went {n great expense

removing property and the anticipated
flood failed to materiadize “Twice since
the flood of 182" said a man on the river
front this afternoon, “merch.ants have re-

ciived flond warnings. and the floods falled
to come. For this reason many of us will
probably pay no attention 1o the warn-
ing.”

There was a fall of about one foot dur-
ing ebh tide today, and the south wind was
keeping the tide much higher than {t
would otherwise have been

The present condition of the river, it is
stated, will not Interfere in any way with
the movements of the river steamers. The
Fern. the boat of the naval battalion of the
District militia. is at the tith street whart.
Because of the threatening condition steam
has been kept up for nearly a week. Should
the river assume dangerous proportlons the
boat will gu to the channel aud drop an-
chor. Some preparations are in progress
at the arsenal to protect government prop-
erty, and the authorities at the navy yard
are also on the lookout. It is likely that
extra detalls will be made at both places
tonight to be In readiness in case of emer-
Bency.

Reports From Up-River.

General Manager G. L. Nicolson of the
Chesapeake and Ohlo canal expressed the
opinton this morning that there would be
no serious flood In the Potomac. In his
opinlon the water would not be as high as
in the spring of 1887. He based his opinion
on a telegram received from the canal of-
fice correspondent at Harper's Ferry which
was received a few minutes before 9 o'clock
this morning., stating that the water at
that place was nineteen feet above Its nor-
mal, and that since 6 o'clock this morning
it had been at a standstill

This news was regarded as encouraging,
and, coupled with it intelligence was also
recelved that the water at points above
Hurper's Ferry, while quite high. was re-
ceding.

At the canal office, from reports received,
the Shenandosh and Potamac were both
affected by the recent rains and both are
far above their level. A rlse of nineteen
feet at the point of their intersection meana
a rise of six or seven feet at Georgetown,
and possibly more. It takes about twelve
hourse, or perhaps longer, for the water to
reach this place, and with the present
ewollen condltion of the Potomace It might
be sufficlent to overflow the wharves and
do some little damage, though not to
emount to much.

Swift Current—Much Drift.

The water in the river has heen high and
swift for perhaps a week past, and this
morning the current was running at the
Tate of five milea an hour. Floating down
stream were an immense quantity of logs
and driftwood, showing that the river in
the regions above had overflowed the low

grounds and the current was sufficlent to
all  loose

EWeeD AWAY material lving
arouand Some whole trees came down,
amd logs from twenty to forty feet Iin
length were seen very often horne awiftly

along by the strong current

When a Star reporter visited the river
ront of Georgetown about 10 o clock this
ing the water was found to be quite
and In some cases overflowing the
wharves. A number of people were at-
tructed to the place and were watching the
progress of the siream, extremely muddy

all over. while In the eurrent the driftwood
wius tloating by in large quantities. The
wonnl fishers were out. and with long ropes
11 weighted end were hauling in floating

wound in large gqnantities, securing a supply
for home use for the entire season.

Capt. J. H. Lee, who Is Interested in prop-
erty along the water front, when seen by a
reporter, stated that the last intelligence

[ i recelved was that the river at Har-
pers Ferry was nineteen feet high, and at
Jast reports was at a  standstill. At 4
o' clock this morning he had heard that tue
river was nearly nineteen feet high, and
raising at the rate of two ineches an hour.
He thought the waterway was about two

feet ubove its high water mark, and that
at Ceorgetown it war ralsing at the rate of
two inches an hour. He had sent a tele-

Eram to Harper's Ferry and was awalting
BRIl answer,

Fotomac Hoat House Flooded.

At Cumberland’s boat house the wuter
reached above the whartf, but had not done
any damage. The Georgetown University
boat house, while the water was well up

on its float, had escaped up to 10 o'clock
the flooding of its floors.

The home of the Potomae Boat Club was
less fortunate, and the place was entirely
flooded. It is situated lower than any of
the other boat houses, and for that reason
is suld to suffer at any rise. When Janitor
Eromley got to the place this morning
the water had not reached the floor of the
house, though last evening the floor level
had been reached, but the water quickily
went down. He left about 7:30 for his
breakfast, and returned in three-quarters
of an hour, according to his statement, ard
found the water two feet deep all over the
floor of the bullding, showing how rapid
was the rise.

By 9:30 o'clock the water was fully two
and o half feet deep and shortly afterward

1= work of moving some of the hoats was
commuenced. The capacity of the boathouse
§s taxed at the present time, and the water
threatened to jam and strain some of the
boats. By the statement of Mr. Bromley
the water at high tide comes within two
f-¢t of the floor of the boathouse, and that
Wwith a depth of two and a half feet on the
floor showed a rise of between four and
five feet in the brief space of time The
tide at 8230 o'clock was supposed to be go-
ing down, but the water was still rising
gt a lilvely rate.

Nothing Serious Anticipated.

At the whart of J. E. Libbey & Son, lum-
ber dealers, no preparations had been made
for a floasd. Mr. Libbey, the senior member
of the {irm, stated to a Star reporter that

he did not anticlpate anything serious.
The wind was from the east, and he
thought that so long as it continued from
that direction the water would rise, but he
looked for it to veer to Lhe northwest,
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when the water would partly subside. The
firm had made no preparations for a flood,
but if the water rose to any considerable
height ropes would be strung along, fas-
tened to heavy poles, to prevent the plles
of lumber from washing away. Llke all
of the men Interested in water front prop-
erty reports from the upper Potomac were
anxiously awaited. The firm had very 1it-
tle lumber on the wharf itself, the piles be-
ing situated some distance back, and what
loose material was lying around was re-
moved to prevent washing away in case
the wharf itself was overflooded.

At the office of the irm a mark has been
cut in a piece of lumber alonside the door
jamb, showing the height of the river in
IS8, when on June 2 the entire street was
flooded, the greatest flood in the history of
the river. The water at that tlme reached
a height at this point of over thirteen feet,
doing considerable damage,

Not Mach Damage to Canal.

The office of General Manager Nicolson
was besieged with persons anxious for
| news, and he readily furnished everything
| he knew. He stated to a Star reporter that
| the damage to the ecanal would not be
| serfous, though nothing definitely could be
| judged untfl the water went down. At dam
| No. 4, eighty-five miles from Washington,
he reported six or seven feet of water, but
| at every rise of the river the water got in
i there and went out without dolng much
| damage. Dam No. 6, which was reported
| in the morning papers to be washed away.
ihe stated, was never in better conditlion
than since 1ast summer, when extensive re-
pairs were made on it. The dam has =&
| base of about forty feet, sloping to twenty

feet dt the top, and the general manager
stated that he would stake his life on its

holding. The fact that the water had
reached only a certain height led him to
| belleve that the damage would not amount
to much.

Sycamore Island Club.

With the water much higher than it was
this morning It is believed considerable
damage will be done to the property of the
Sycamore Island Club, near Glen Echo.
| Late yesterday afternoon the island was
partly under water, which was still rising.

An ice house was built on the island last
summer,

B. and 0. Officerns Reassured.

Mr. S. B. Hege, general agent of the Bal-
timore and Ohlo, received the following
telegram at noon today from D. B. Martin,
manager of passenger traffic, stating that
the general superintendent had advised him
as follows:

“We feel safe; danger of being blocked iIs
over, and expect all trains to make schedule
time today. Will be free of water and all
rivers falling by 8 p.m. Only point water
is now rising Is Parkersburg. and very
slowly there.””

All Pennsylvanla trains were running on
schedule time.

COL. SANGER'S HIG TASK.

Consldering How the Temporary

Clerical Force May He Cut Down.

There is considerable interest In the War
Department to hear the result of the in-
vestigation conducted by Assistant Secre-
tary Sanger into the condition of the clerl-
cal force of the department, especiaily that
portlon known as the temporary force.
Colonel Sanger took up this work on his
induction into office, and has been prosecut-
ing it with vigor ever since. The [orce of
the War Department was largely increased
at the outbreak of the Spanish war to meet
the Increased needs of the service, and the
force has practically remained unchanged
up to the present time. The present lnv_es—
tigation is made with a wWew to a reduction
of force and a corresponding reduction of
expenses. .

A propusition under serious consideration
is the transfer to the regular classified ser-
vice of all the temporary employes whose
services are deemed necessary to the prop-
er vonduct of the business of the depart-
ment. The investigation has in view the
general improvement of the clerical forece
and a readiustment of salaries on the basis
of efficlency. It Is a big job and will un-
doubtedly occupy much time. There is con-
siderable trepidation among the clerks as
to the outcome of the Investigation.

DEPARTMENT ASSISTANTS WANTED.

Examination Scheduled for Tomorrow
Postponed Until June.

The TUnited States civil service commis-
sfon has called attention to the fact that
the examination advertised for April 23, for
the position of depertment assistant n
the Philippine service, has been postponed
to June 3 and 4, and announces that this
examination will be held In any eity in
the Unlted States where postal free deliv-
ery has been established

The subjects on which applicants will
he examined are a thesis of 5% words on
one or two topies, the correction of a
rough draft, manuseript, mathemsatica
(arithmetic, algebra and plane geometry),
history, constitution, government and geog-
raphy of the U'nited States, commerce and
industrial resources of the United States,
general history and geography, territorial
government and administration, political
economy and education and experience.

Two days of seven hours each will be
allowed for the basis or required subjects
of the examination. Three additlonal hours
will be allowed for each optlonal subject.

Particular attention is invited to the fact
that within a few monthe it is belleved
that a number of financial agents will be
needed. These agents will be selected from
this examination and the selectlons will be
confined as far as practicable to those who
have shown proficiency in the optlonal sub-
jeets of bookkeeping and finance, and
who have passed the regular examination.

The salary of the position of financial
agent will be about $Z000 per annum, and
those who are appointed will be required
to glve sultable bond.

The entrance salary of the position of
department assistant will not be less than
$1.200 per annum. Persons who have a

knowledge of bookkeeping, finance, muncl-
pal administration, taxation and theory
and practlee of statisties, are particularly

desirable for this service.

The age limits are eighteen and forty
years, Applicants must be physieally com-
petent for service in the Phillppine Islands.

_— - . - - .

HALF RATES FOR FILIFINOS,

General Order Issued Fixing Pay im
the Navy.

A general order has been issued by the
Navy Department establishing a rate of
pay for natives of the Philippine Islands
who may enlist In the United States navy.
It 1s interesting to note that the schedule
of pay thus prescribed gives a Fllipino just
one-half the pay prescribed for a ecitizen
of the United States holding a precisely
almilar position in the government service.
For instance, a Filipino serving as a cox-
swaln wlill receive compensation at the
rate of $15 a month, whereas the regular
compensation Is £0 a month, regardless of
the nativity of the incumbent outside of
the Philippines. The regular pay of a sea-
man, white or black, is $24 4 month. It is
provided, however, that a Filipino seaman
shall receive §12 a month. Filipilno ma-
chiniasts of the first and second-classes are
paid $28 and $20, respectively,as against the
regular pay of &5 and $40. The same
ratlo of pay obtains in the cases of fire-
men and other enlisted men on American
warships, Fllipinos receiving only half pay
of all others.

Golng Over Mr. Yeatman's Books.

Acting Secretary Sanger of the War De-
partment has appointed a committee of ex-
pert accountants, consisting of Messrs.
Thorpe, Churchill and Barker, to make a
thorough examination of the books and ac-
counts of Disbursing Clerk Yeatman, who
died suddenly Saturday. This action is
purely administrative, and involves no re-
flection on the offHcial integrity of the de-
ceased. It is a necessary prellminary to
the transfer of the affairs of the office to
| his successor. The committee was engaged
all day behind closed doors, and the general
expectation is that Mr. Yeatman's accounts
will be found correct to a cent.

Movemenis of Naval Vennels.

Admiral Rodgers, aboard the New York,
has informed the Navy Department of his
arrival at Perim yesterday. The gunboat
Yorktown left Hong Kong today for
Cavite, The hospital ship Solace left San
Francisco S8aturday for Manila. Her first
stop will be at Honolulu. The Zafiro left
Cavite yesterday for Hong Kong. The Ban-
eroft arrived at Lambert's Point yester-
day. The Potomac has arrived at Norfolk.

.
Naval Orders.

The order directing Captain J. B. Cogh-
lan to report to the Mare Isiland navy yard
has been revoked.

Assistant Surgeon C. G. Smith has been
ordered to the Vermont.

KILBOURNE IN LEAD

Choice of the Masses of the Ohio
Democracy.

HOT CONTEST ON FOR GOVERNOR

Hard Fight Against McLean-John-
son Combination.

DARK HORSES IN THE FIELD

Special Correspondence of The Evening Star.
COLUMBUS, Ohio, April 21, 1901.

Col. James Kilbourne of this city, candi-
date for the democratic nomination for
Eovernor, s evidently trying to break the
McLean-Johnson combination in democrat-
ic politics, which promises to make short
work of the colonel's gubernatorial as-
pirations for the present. He has agents
at work in the state stirring up Kilbourne
enthusiasm. N. D. Cochran of the Toledo
Bee has been assigned to the northern part
of the state, Colonel W. A. Taylor to the
central section and J. L. Garber, seccre-
tury of the last state campaign committee,
to the southern part of the state.

They report that amfong the masses of
the Ohio democrats Colonel Kilbourne is
the first choice for eandidate for governor.
If the party's cholce of a candidate for
governor is left by the party leaders to
the rank and file nothing can defeat him.
Acting upon this information, Colonel Kil-
bourne has made the very unusual propo-
sitlon that the eandidate for governor be
chosen this year by popular vote. His
suggestion 1s that the counties vote when
they hold their democratic primary elec-
tlons for candidates for governor and that
the candldate recelving the largest vote
be declared the nominee. Colonel Kil-
bourne argues that it is fitting now, when
“the republican party is so thoroughly con-
trolled by bosses,"” that the democrats
should make a new departure and permit
the rank and flle of their party to decide
who shall be the candidate.

The proposition goes better in theory than
in practice, for the counties do not ali
hold their primary elections on the same
day, and it would not be practicable for
them to do so. The plan would afford an
excellent opportunity, as the last counties
t> vote come In, to purchase the number
of votea found necessary to secure the
nomination. It will probably not be adopt-
ed. Though the present state central com-
mittee, which will have power to decide
how and when the nomination shall be
made, is an anti-McLean body—not radi-
cally so—Iit is altogether improbable that
it will follow Colonel Kilbourne's sugges-
tion.

Two Other Candidates Out.

Two other candidates are actively In the
field for the democratic nomination for
gevernor—two other antl-combine candi-
dates. They are John C. Welty of Canton
and John L. Zimmerman of Springfield.
Welty has sought the honor unsuccessfully.
Zimmerman is a wealthy manufacturer,
who, like Gov. Bushnell, having amassed a
fortune In business, longs to try polities.

Between Col. Kilbourne and former Rep-
resentative John J. Lentz there Is sharp
rivalry for polltical honors, which has cul-
minated in considerable anlmosity. The re-
sul! of the municipal election here has
pliced L.entz in control of local democratic
affairs. Though he has announced that he
will not be a candidate for the nomination
for governor, and will loyally support Col.
Kiibourne, it is the general notion that he
would be glad to see the colonel dropped,
even though in that result no special ad-
vantage came to him.

Repeated interviews with Tom L. Johnson
as to his political plans have. elicited from
him nothing but statements that he intends
to apply all his ability for the next two
years to the office of mayor of Cleveland,
to which he has been elected. In a general
way he denies that he will be a candldate
for nomination for governor. He could
hardly be expected to take any other posl-
tior. at this time. It will take much more
explicit and positive statements from him
to assure the people of Ohio that his politi-
cal ambition Is not leading him to look to-
ward both Columbus and Washington at
orce,

Republican State Convention.

A call for a meeting of the republican
stale central committee to fix the time and
place of the state convention will be issued
in a few days. The conventlon will be held
here about June X). The democratic state
cenvention will be a month later.

Prominent republicans here are being
urged to write letters to the President re-
guesting the appointment of former Lieut.
Gov. Robert P Kennedy of Urbana to be
clvil governor of Porto Rico. Gov. Ken-
nedy was appointed a member of the Porto
Rican commission, and it is bellieved here
that he can land in the position of governor
of the island if he gets proper support from
this state.

—
EX-SENATOR BIUTLER.

He Approves the FPositlon of Senator
McLanrin.

Ex-Senator M. C. Butler of Soulh Caro-
lina sustains Senator McLaurin in the at-
titude he vccupiesa In support of the admin-
istration with reference to the most im-
portant questions of the day. In an inter-
view ex-Senator Butler says that the course
of Senator McLaurin has his approval. He
speaks approvingly of the course of the
President with reference to our new pos-
sesslons, says that expansion will be ad-
vantageous to the south, and gives the
opinion that it would be a good thing to
have in South Carollna an actlve and re-
spectable opposition to the present politi-
cal organization of that state.

GEN. PEARSON'S PETITION.

It Will Be Given Due Comnslderation
at the State Department.

The petition of Gen. Pearson, who brought
action in the name of the Orange Free State
at New Orleans to prevent the shipment of
mules to the British In South Africa, 1s to
be given especial consideration. It has not
vet reached the State Department from the
White House, but when It dves Ita receipt
will be properly acknowledged In a note to
the petitloners, and it will be given such
consideration as i3 always occorded to pe-

titions of real importance., If there should
be any result, if the petition should meet
with favor, the effect would be manifestsd
through the diplomatic branch of the gov-
ernment, which would initiate proceedings
itself through the courts relative to the
mule shipments,

MINISTER LOOMIS DELAYED,

Prevented From Reporting Here hy
the Iliness of Hin Wife.

Word has been recelved at the State De-
partment directly from United States Min-
Ister Loomis to the effect that he has been
detained in New York, and prevented from
reporting In person to the State Depart-
ment, by the illness of Mrs. Loomis, re-
sulting from the voyage to New York
from Venezuela. However, the minister
will leave New York today for Washing-
ton, and when he arrives he will acquaint
SBecretary Hay with such details respect-
ing the situation in Venesuela when he
left as were not embodled in his officlal
reports. Minister Loomls does not expect
to return to Venezuela, but will spend the
summer at one of the European spas

seckIng to recuperate his own health and
that of Mrs. Loomls. i,

Capt. Austin's Condition Impreving.

Capt. M. A. Austin of the police depart-
ment, who has bhen ill for several weeks,
Is slowly recovering. As soon as he Is able
to leave the city he will go away for a short

vacation, and the rest, it is belleved, wiil

greatly benefit him.
B

Capt. Cole Sent to Chicago.
Capt. F. W. Cole, quartermaster, recently
appointed, has been ordered to temporary
duty at Chicago, and on its completion

will woceed to S8an Francisco, for assign-
ment te duty on the transport Samoa.

Wél.};;‘ DENIED.

Actiom of Unlitéd Simtes Supreme Court
in ‘ﬂe Falk Canse.

The Buprema Court of the United States
today denied ‘& Awrit of certiorarl in the
case of Maximilian W. Falk, under con-
viction for visiating the Edmunds act.

Falk was fo¥nderly engaged in the con-
fectionary busitess on 11th street, Jjust
south of F stirdef. He was tried in Crim-
inal Court Nd!'1 for violation of the Ed-
munds act, add'icreated a mild sensation
by leaving thd olty while the trial was in

progress.  Ad verdict of gullty was re-
turned. ’_

Falk was kté’r apprehended and sen-
tenced by Justicé, Cole to imprisonment In
the penitenti 3- six months. An appeal
was taken. € Court of Appeals aflirmed

the judgment of the trial court. ' An ap-
peal was thereupon taken to the Supreme
Court of the T'nited States, the special
point raised being that the Edmunds act
does not apply to the District of Columbia.

The appeal was dismissed for lack of
Jurisdiction. A petition for certiorari was
then filed. This was the petition the court
today denled. This ruling means that the
Edmunds act. until further notice at least,
is In force in the District.

Falk is said to be conducting a confec-
tionery business in Philadelphia at the
present time. It is stated that he will be
;?quired to serve the sentence imposed on

m. 2V
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A SPACIOUS RESIDENCE.

Reported Sale' of the Fraser House
for $120,000.

While S8aturday was a rainy day, yet, ac-
cording to some reml estate brokers, more
large transactlons were closed that day
than on any one day for a long time. Tt is
Impossible to get details , but it {s under-
stood that ome of the deals referred to was
the sale of what i{s known as the Fraser
house, the large spdcious residence erected
several years ago at the northeast corner
of 20th and R streets by Lhe late George
'raser. The name of the purchaser is not
known. but it is amnounced that the price
pald was $120,000.

——— e
KELLY & (0.

JOHN FAIL.

Firm Makes an Assignment for Beme-
fit of Creditors.

NEW YORK, April 22.—John Kelly &
Co.. stock brokers, made an assignment to-
day for the benefit of creditors.

The firm had no membership in either the
stock exchange or the consolidated ex-
change. It is belleved the liabilities are not
large.

“Honest John" Kelly is the senfor mem-
ber of the flrm. The company has been
doing business more than a year. It had no
membership In the consolidated or stock
exchange, but transacted all its business
through other brokerage firms on a com-
mission. Messrs, Levy and Unger, attor-
neys for the assignors, issued this state-
ment for Mr. Kelly today:

“Mr. Kelly has made heavy sacrifices to
tide over the affalrs of the flrm. Outside
of these transactions he does not owe a
doilar to any one. The firm was obliged to
suspend payment, and although there is no
doubt it will eventually pay one hundred
cents on the dollar, and that within a
short time, when it will resume business,
it was deemed advisable In the best inter-
ests of the creditors and all concerned to
make a volungery general assignment.

“This will prevet a sacritice of the as-
sets, and gmiye -gime to ascertaln just
what is the exactigpudition of affairs. The
liabilities are not ¥t known. We may add
that a.number of fdr. Kelly's friendas have
offered him finangial assistance, but Mr.
Kelly Is resvilved to adjust the matter
through his ewn resources.”

—_— e ——
LAUNCH OF ¢UP DEFENDER.

It Cannot Possilly Take Place Before
May 4.

NEW YORK, April 22.—As the situation
now exists thg new cup defender Constitu-
tion that s to, measure speed and skill
against Shamrock II will not be launched
until after May 4. The date has not yet
been decided wpen pgd cannot be for sev-
eral doys, but ugﬂpf present circumstances
it mux_be a date jater than May 4. De-
spite 3tements to the contrary thers will
be a launching cerentony. The party at
the launching ceremony will not be a large
one. Formal arraiigements of the launch-
ing and the ceremony attached to it will
be made several days in advance.

—
2,500 MINERS ON STRIKE.

Trouble Over “Dead Work” In Ohileo
and West Yirginia Mines.
COLUMBUS, Ohlo, April 22.—Twenty-five
hundred mine workers of the lower part of
the subdistrict No. 5 of Ohio and West
Virginia struck today owing to a disagree-

ment in regard to the '“dead work’ system.
Tt 1s feared that the strike will spread to
other districts.

—_—————

SIX KILLED BY EXPLOSION.

Fatal Aecident in Hotel ‘at St. Mary’s,
: - We Va.

ST. MARY'S, “¥™. Va., April 22—S8ix
deaths were cauged late last night by an
explosion of gas in the Commercial Hotel
The dead: :

Bert Smilley, an oll well shooter.

His unknown partner.

Samuel Cunningham, oll driller, of Rex-
f\'l!'l". Pa.

Harry Robinson, tool dresser, of Corning,
Ohio.

John George, oil operator, of Butler, Pa.

John Slater, one year old, son of the pro-
prietor of the hotel.

The buildlng caught fire and is a total
loss. Rescuers are now searching the ruins
for more bodies. The loss to the property
cannot be estimated at this time,

—_—————

To Receive Silver Service.

Mr. B. BE. L. Bunch, who was recently
appointed general passenger agent of the
Seaboard Alr Line, and has his headquar-
ters in Portsmouth, Va., will this afterncon
be presented with a service of silver at the
general offices of Lhe Southern Rallway
Company in this eity by the employes of
the passenger department of that com-
pany. Mr. Bunch was for a number of years

chief clerk of the general passenger de-
partment of the Southern, and about four
months ago was promoted to be assistant
general passenger agent for the company
at St. Louls. He had hardly reached that
city, however, before he was tendered and
accepted the position he now holds.

— —— e
Erection of Fire Hydrants.

The acting chlef engineer of the District
fire department, Mr. Wm. T. Belt, has
recommended to the Comimissioners the
erection of the féll_g‘i"illl' fire hydrants in
the northeast sectioh of the ecity, for the
better protectifn of property against fire:
Northwest corfier of 8th and H
northwest cormer :af17th and K, northeast
corner of Elliott F and north side of
Emerson between ldth and 14th.

*r——?——-—
Wants Half Interest Awarded.

John A. Peer_ this afternoon filed suit In
equity agalnst iff iﬂéﬂm Manufacturing
Company, asking the court .to award him
& one-half lntrlf_t a certain improve-
ment in artificfal TegS and to cancel an as-
signment of that Interest made to the com-
pany under ceféainonditions.

The complalnant alleges that he is the
inventor and ief of a half interest In
the improvement mentioned, and that he

agreed to assigp histownership in the same
to the derendags Fﬁma-thjrd of its capital
stock, which, he was informed, amounted to
$60,000, He has beenr told, so ha says, that
aftdr this agreement was entered Into the
capital stock of thé company was increased
to $500,000, and contends that he is entitled
to one-third of the latter amount.

— .
Crulser Dixie Safls From Norfollk
Speclal Dispatck to The Eunlu Btar.
NORFOLK, Va. April 22—United States
cruiser Dixie salled from Norfglk navy
vard this afterneof’dn her way; it is sald,’
tn New York.

Fine Imposed.
Danfel Smothers ;of: Armory place this
afternoon, in the Pelice Court, pleaded
gullty of cutting, Anpa Cranklin in the

hand with a knife, and Scott fined |
him $30, with the alternative of ninety
days in jall | o

NEW REGULATION

Under Adt to Prevent Violations of
Public Decency.

REPORT BY ATTORNEY FOR DISTRICT

Draft of Law to Govern Places

- of Amusement.

PENALTIES PRESCRIBED

Congress passed during Its recent seasion
an act regulating licenses to proprietors of
theaters and other public places of amuse-
ment, the object theieof being to prevent
violations of public decency. Today the at-
torney for the District submitted te the
Commissloners drafts of regulations au-
thorized by the new law.

This act. which was approved by the
President March 1, 1901, is as follows:

‘*That any license issued by the assessor
of the District of Columbia to the proprie-
tor of a theater or other public place of
amusement in the District of Columbia
may be terminated by the Commissioners
of the District of Columbia whenever it
shall appear to them that, after due notice,
the person holding such license shall have
failed to comply with such regulations as
muy be prescribed by the said Commission-
ers for the public decency."

Suggentions Invited.

The District Commissioners a few days
after its passage invited the attention of
the chief of police, Maj. Sylvester, to the
new law, and invited such suggestions as
he might care to make. In reporting upon
the subject Maj. Bylvester explained that
the difficulty tneretofore encountered by
the police authoritles had been the want of
law or regulationa whereby they might pro-
ceed against the owner, lessee or manager
of a place of amusement. or against any
person or persons who participated as per-
formers thereat, unless there was Indecent
exposure of person such as is generally ac-
cepted by the Police Court, or an indul-
gence in profane or vulgar language. He
suggested that the proposed regulations
should cover words, actions or displays on
the part of participants in any public en-
tertainment or exhibition which might be
construed as indecent or immoral, or be
readily suggestive of indecency or immor-
ality. Definltion, he also suggested, should
be given as to what would constitute an in-
decent or immoral suggestion or act. He
invited attention to the law of the state of
New York upon the subject, and expressed
the opinion that it would be well to enu-
merate what should be considered as being
“other public place of amusement.”

The Commissioners thereupon referred
the matter to Mr. Duvall for the purpose
of drafting such regulations as the act re-
quires them to make and adopt. Today Mr.
Duvall submitted these drafts, explaining
that they follow very ciosely the provisions
of the New York ordinances. They are as
follows, and it 18 understood that, unless
it appears to the Commissioners they need
amendment, they will be adopted by them,
to take effect upon their approval:

Text of the Regulations.
“Regulations for the public decency in
theaters or other places of amusement in
the District of Columbia, preseribed under
authority of the joint resolution of Con-
gress, approved March 1, 1901:

“The licenses issued by the assessor to the
proprietor of any theater or other public
place of amusement will be terminated and
revoked by the Commissioners of the Dis-
trict of Columbia whenever the licensee
shall give or allow to be given in any such
theater or other place of amusement any
public entertainment, in which entertain-
ment any person shall use any immodest,
lascivious, lewd, blasphemous or obscene
language, or conduct himself or herself in
an immodest, lascivious, lewd or obscene
manner, or sing any songs or music of any
immodest, blasphemous or Immoral char-
acter, or take part in any song, act, farce
or play wherein any woman or girl, or any
person attired in the garments of a woman
or girl, shall make any immodest motions
or signs or perform any lewd, lascivious or
morally offensive acts or movements, or
make any lascivious gestures, or exhibit
herself, himself or themselves, or direct
attention to any other person or persons
while making such exhibition, in a manner
offensive to womanly modesty or common
decency.

“2. In case any license is terminated or
revoked under these regulations the pro
rata amount of the license fee for its un-
expired time shall be returned to the per-
son who paid the same, and no license
shall be issued to such person as the pro-
prietor of a théater or other public place of
amusement for the space of at least one
vear thereafter.

“2. The ‘other public places of amuse-
ment’ referred to in the foregoing regula-
tions shall include all such places, build-
ings, tents, &c., as may be licensed for a
circus, concert, exhibition or ball, horse
racing or tournament or for games of any
kind, where an admission fee is charged.

“4. Each license for a theater or other
public place of amusement is issued upon
the express condition of strict compliance
with the regulations prescribed and to be
prescribed from time to time under the
nbove”mentloncd Joint resolution of Con-
Eress,

Regarding Indecent Performances.
“Proposed police regulation respecting in-

decent performances at public entertain-
ments:

“It shall be unlawful for any person to
take any part in any public entertainment
in any place, tent or bullding in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, whether as an actor,
performer, director, managser or employe,
and it shall be unlawful for the proprietor
or lessee of any such place, tent or build-
Ing to suffer or permit therein any pub-
lic entertainmegnt, in which entertainment,
any person shall use any Immodest, las-
civious, lewd, blasphemous or obscene lan-
guage, or conduct himself or herself In an
immodest, lascivious, lewd or obscene man-
ner, or sing any songs or music of any im-
moedest, blasphemous or immoral charac-
ter, or take part in any song,
act, farce or play wherein any
woman or girl, or any person attired
in the garments of A woman or girl, shall
make any Immodest motions, signs or
movements, or make any licentious ges-
tures, or exhibit herself, himself or them-
selves, or direct attention to any other per-
son or persons while making such exhibi-
tion, In a manner offensive to womanly
modestly or common decency,

“Any person violating any of the .r-o-
visions of the forégoing regulation all
oa conviction thereof im the Polloe Court
be punished by & fine not exceeding $40 for
each offense.”

—_— e
OfMcers Honorably Discharged.

By direction of the President the follow-
ing named officers have been honorably dis-
charged by the Becretary of War as
majors, quartermasters, United States vol-
unteers only, to take effect the 1st of next
month: Captaine James L. Wilson, Edward
C. Brooks, James B. Aleshire, w.
Littell, Carrol A. Devol, Thomas Cruse,
Daniel E, McCarthy, John T. Knight, John
M. Carson, jr.- Joseph C. Byron, Francis
M. Behreiner and Abraham 8. Bickham.

Ofter of Reward Withdrawn,

The offer by Rev. Father Mullin of High
8ridge, N. Y., of a reward of $10,000 for
the return of little Willle McCormick of
that place was withdrawn yesterday. The
lad, who is the nephew of Mr. Michael Meo-
Cormick of this city, was kidnaped from
his home in High Bridge about three weeks
ago, as already stated in The Btar. Father
Mullin explained that he was forced to
take this actlon because he had been an-
noyed excessively by mountebanks, clair-
voyants and cranks of every sort since the
offer was made public

—_———
Hecommends Return of Fee.

Mr. John Blair of Accotink post office,
Falrfax county, Va., recently stopped here
for three days. With him he had a brindle
and white bull dog. The poundmaster's men

g St sk was fros 1 gay e
an . pay
e e ;g He uested

ward, "
mended, in view of the fact that Mr. Blair
was simply passing through Washington, it.
be returned to him, g recommendation it is
belleved the Commissioners will approve,

Death of Umkmown Colored Mam at
Emergency Hospital.

A colored man who probably lived in Vir-
ginia dled at the Emergency Hospital about
12:15 o’clock this morning from the effects
of injuries believed to have been received
by being struck by an electric car on the
Washington, Alexandria and Mt. Vernon
railway. The colored man was brought
here from Virginia last night., reaching the
station at 13% and E streets about 10
o'clock. He was removed in the ambulance
to the Emergency Hospital.

The patient was unconscious when he
reached the hospital, and he was not able
at any tlme before his death to give his
name. Statements made by the crew of
the electric train are to the effect that the
man was put in their charge by the crew
of a south-bound train. Members of the
latter crew stated they had picked him up
between Arlington junction and Queen City.
At the hospital the doctors examined the
injured man, and found he had a broken
thigh, fracture of the right leg hetween the
knee and hip and ten ribs had been broken.
Motorman Groves and Conductor Elllott
were in charge of the car in which the
dying man was brought here, while Motor-
man Hall and Conductor Barber were the
men who picked him up. There was noth-
ing found on the dead man that would in
any way assist in establishing the identity
of the victim. .

Coroner Nevitt was notified of the case,
and he directed that the body be removed
to the morgue to be held for identification.

—_— e e
ANOTHER MASONIC FAIR.
Dusiness Transacted by Temple As-

- sociation Saturday Night.

Gre of the most gratifying meetings in
the history of the Masonic Temple Asso-
clation was held Saturday night at Scot-
tish Rite headquarters, on G street. There
Wwas a large attendance, and it was declded
to hold another fair in behalf of the temple
project in the spring of 1%12. A committee
was formed to draw up the plans for the
event, and it was anticipated that it woulad
surpass even the former exposition, held in
Convention Hall a couple of yeare ago. It
is to be managed by a board of control, to
be composed of representatives of all the
blue lodges, chapters, commanderies, Scot-
tish Rite bodies, the Grand Chapter of the
Eastern Star and Almas Temple.

The announcement was made to the as-
sociation that the possibillty of a cloud
resting upon the title to the property pur-
chased at 13th street, H street and New
York avenue, upon which it is intended to
erect the National Masonle Temple, had
been removed. A parcel of this realty had
belonged to the Utermehle estate, and it
was supposed the litigation now in progruss
over it might affect a clear title. To allay
this anxiety, however, Mr. Charles A. Uter-
mehle and wife executed a guit claim deed
to the parcel in question.

During the meeting the board of control
of the former Masonic fair and exposition
turned over to the assoclation stock of the
latter, full paid, in the sum of $31,500.
Votes of thanks were tendered to Messrs.
Joseph R. Darlington and 8. R. Bond, the
attorneys, respectively, of the board and
of the association.

BUSINESS PROPERTY CHANGES,
Gossip Abont Pennsylvania Avenue
and F Street Bulldings.

While no definite announcement has been
as yet made of the plans of those who
bought portions of the holdings of the
Travers estate on Penneylvania avenue be-
tween 12th and 13th streets, there is con-
siderable gossip on the subject. It was
stated at the time of the auction sale of
this property last week that Mr. E. L.
Johnson, who bought No. 1229, intends to
use it to provide an opening on Pennsyl-
vania avenue for his hotel building, which
fronts on 13th street and runs back to this
property.

It is now stated that Mr. R. T. Warwick,
who purchased the properties known as
Nos. 1231 and 1243 Pennsylvania avenue,
proposes also to gain in this way an avenue
frontage for his restaurant, which adjoins
the Hotel Johnson on 13th street and ex-
tends back to this property.

The present tenant of the latter property,
Mr. James B. Topham, it is understood, has
arranged to purchase the property 1219 F
stieet, which adjoins Veerhoff's on the
west, and is still used as a residence. A
new building, according to the general un-
derstanding, 13 to be erected for the ac-
coinmodation of the business carried on by
Mr. Topham, which is not only that of re-
talling trunks and leather goods, but has
an extensive manufacturing department.
The F street property has a frontage of
twenty-four feet three and oune-half inches
and comprises 2,642 square feet. The price
is said to be $23 per square foot.

The property known as 1200 F street has
been bought by Thos. Hyde for the George
Kennedy estate for $62,540. It has a front-
age of 24 feet 4 inches, and the lot con-
tains 3,127 square feet.

B ——
PROBABLE OFFICE BUILDING.

To Be Erected on Farragut Square at
17th and I Streets.

The property at the northwest corner of
17th and 1 streets, formerly the home of
the Unlversity Club has been sold by the
trustees, the American Security and Trust
Company. Mr. E. C. Baumgras, real es-
tate broker, who is said to represent the
purchasers, declined today to say anything
about the deal. He =ald he was not at lib-
erty to speak of this transaction nor of
several others which were closed during the
past week in his office, aggregating over
a half milllon of dollars.

It Is understood that the price pald for
this property was about $75.000, and that it
was practically a cash transaction. The
dimensions of the ground are 78 feet on I
street and 120 feet on 1Tth street. While
the name of the purchaser is not known
and his plans In regard to the property are
not positively stated, there iz an idea that
in all probability a structure will be put
up that can be used for business and office

purposes.
—_——

Said to Be Flood-Bound.

It was rumored this afternoon that sev-
eral men were lmprisoned on Sycamore
Island by the high water, unable to get
ashore and in danger of being washed
away. Bycamore Island Is the site of a

fishing club just below Cabin John bridge.
— e,

Government Bonds.
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Heavy Realizing Was the Feature of
Closing Stocks,

BIG BULGE IN S§T. PADL

Southwestern Group Also Devel-
oped Considerable Strength.

@ENERAL MARKET REPORTS

Special Digpatch to The Evening Star,

NEW YORK, April 22 —Opening prices
failed to reflect the bulge from Saturday's
closing level which had been generally pro-
dicted, and the market was regarded with
greater favor In consequence. London sent
over a higher range of prices and forelgn
houses were Inclined to buy a few shares
while realizing in others.

St. Paul attracted a good demand and
was advanced from 170 to 175 during the
morning hour.

This advance was variously explained,
but the one fact generally accepted In ex-
planation was that the discrepancy be-
tween 1t and Burlington is not justified.
There may be a deal which wiil remedy this
Inequality or the directors may be forced
into a more generous distribution of earn-
ings. The stock was taken in round
Amounts and for interests generally cred-
ited with conservatism.

The southwestern Eroup was a feature of
the day, because of the increasing evidenca
that something official 1s to be given out on
the subject of the merger in that section.
At the meeting of Missouri Pacific directors
a resolution increasing the caplital to an
even $100,000,000 was passed, and the stock-
holders will be asked to ratify the same at
an early day. The proceeds from the sale
of the new stock go in payment of the
Denver and Rio Grande purchase.

After the meeting a demand for Texas
Pacific was inaugurated with some spirit,
carrying the price up to 45%. in spite of
heavy profit-taking. Taken as a whole, the
Missouri Pacific meeting failed to throw
any light upon the consolidation plans, but

did not help to perpetuate the belief that
something substantiul has been done in
that connection.

Southern Pacific was well bought during
the day, and made a new high record, con-
siderably over 50. Pacific Mall was made
to keep pace with this rise, but there was
little news in explanation. The Traction
stocks were strong and higher under an
increased volume of business. Dividend
rumors on Brooklyn Rapld Transit and a
possible sale of unneeded property by Met-
ropolitan were factors in this group.

The local gas stocks were not active,
much to the surprise of many, In view of
the published announcement of their early
consolidation. The movement to hold them
down was sald to have been inspired by
Inside interests, but the failure to advance
them did not look altogether like inten-
tional manipulation. The trading during
the last hours showed the effects of enor-
mous realizing and many of the early gains
;’ere entirely lost toward the end of the

ay.

St. Paul conceded all of its galn and
many of the active shares did the same.
There was no special news, but the opinion
Is gaining ground that the pace has been
too rapld and should be checked. The closs
was consequently reactionary and nervous.

e e

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.

New York Stock Market.
Furnished by W. B. Hibbs & Co., bankers
and brokers, 1419 F st., members New York
stock ¢xchange, correspondents hl;-m La-
ork.
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