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CHEAP PUBLICITY.

New rate for advertising
“Rooms for Rent,” “Rooms
and Board,” *Doarding.”
“Wanted—Help,” “Wanted
—Situations,” went into ef-
fect May 1. See 4th page.

WILL ABANDON TRIPi
President McKinley Will Return Here ':
From "Frisco.

- -

|

HIS WIFE'S CONDITION 1§ SERI[]US'%

He Will Not Start Until Her Health

Improves.

_— ——.

SEC. TLONG’'S DAUGHTER 1LI

L
ey

SAN FRANCISCO, May 15.—Tt is learned ]

that Mrs. McKinley's condition is consider-
ed serious by the physiclans attending her.

Iwtors Rixey and Hirschfelder were in
ronsiltation this morning, and another

physician will be calledd In this afternoon.
1t probable that if she recovers Mrs.
MoeKinley will be unable to leave San Fran-
cisco by next Monday, when the stay of the
presidential party was to have terminated.
The President will remain here with Mrs.
MeKinley.
SAN FRANCISCO, May 15 —At 10 o'clock

this morning Secretary Cortelyvou informesd
the Associated Press that Mrs. MeKinley's
serious fllness had compelled the President |

o abandon h's proposed visit te other
statea, to which he had looKed forward
with so much pleasu As =oon as Mra.
MeKinley's health permits he will return
to Washington by the most direct route. |
Seecretary Cortelvou alse Issued the fol-

lowing b
condition:
“There has heen but little change In Mrs,

tin regarding Mrs. MceKinley's

MeKinley's eondition ve last night. She |
has gained in several spects and lost in |
others.” |

The President will remain guictiv at Mr.
Scott’s residence today and will not take
part In any of the exoreises to be given in
hit= honor

Secretary of the Navy Long may leave |
the presidential party and Jdepart for the |

east at Fle
word that r., who has been live
Ing In Colorado Springs for over a year for

her health, is dangerously il

any moment. has received |

his daught

Secretary Long is aceompanied on the |
trip sy Mrs. Long ; A son of tender |
years, The boy was also taken ill yvester-!
day at the Palace Hotel, where the Longs
are staying, and the physician called in |
ordered the child's retirement to bed at |

The Seerotary s worried over the |
tilneas I s fumily, and he is not inclined

ntinue his trip
—————
ANTI-EYNCHING ACT VALID.

| ship

| his

| 1ather

connection with O, M, Carter, formerly
captain of the United States Engineer
Corps, in the matter of improvements in
southern harimrs, The judge says:

“The defendants should be ordered re-
moved for trial, or give bail for their ap-
pearance,’”

- — et -
WM HITE DIES OF HIS WOLNDS,

Result of a Cutting Afiray at Mount
Zion, Md,
Special Dispatel to The Evening Star,

ROCKVILLE, Md., May 15.—Newg reach-
ed here this afternoon of the death this
morning of George White, colored, at
Mount Zion, a colored settlement a short
distanee from lLavtonsville, this counly, a3
the result of cuts inflicted with a Eknife
last Sunday alternoon or evening by kd-
ward Church, also colared.

The tragedy occurred at Mount Zion and
grew out of the attentlon paid by one of
the men to the wife of the other. White
was slashed about the head and stomach,
one of the cuts aeross the head penetrating
the skull. Both men are middle aged, and
at the time of the trouble are said to have
been under the Influence of Hgquor. Church
has not vei heen arrested.  State s Attor-
ney Talbott went to Mount Zion this after-
nogn to malte an investigation.

————————

ORDER GIVEN TO CAPTAINIS SON.

Sultan of Turkey Compliments the
Commander of the hentucky.
The Sultan of Turkey has conferred the
Order of the Osmanie upon Clarence Ches-
ter, son of Captain Colby M. Chester, who
was recently in command of the battle
Kentucky. The decoratlon was pre-
sented to Mr. Chester through the Turkish
minister at Washington, All Ferrouh Bey.
The presentation is in the nature of a re-
turn compliment following the call upon
the sultan, made by Captaln Chester and
officers while the Kentucky was on-
chored off Smyrna last winter. To have
conferred the order upfn Captain Chester
directly wonld have necessitated the grant-
ing of special permission by Congress to
that end, so the next best way to extend a
compliment to the American officer was
feil to be through the medium of his eldest
sott, The Order of Osmanie s the highest
order of the Turkish nobility, and is much

I coveted by foreigners,

e s e
Mru. Gage Somewhat Better.

Mrs, Gage, wife of the Sceretary of the
Treasury, was =ald to be somewhat better
today, upon inguiry at the
dence, Massachusetts avenue, She has been
ill since the early part of April, the trouble
beginning with rhenmatic attack. The
few Jdavs she was thought to be in
4 serious condition.  Mrs, Pleree of
111, daughter of Secretary Giage,

Gage rosi-

s

Past

Evanston,

| is with her parents, as are other relatives.

i
(hange in Ships' Plans Approved.
The XNa Department has approved
plans for a change of construction of the
new armored eruisers and battle ships. As
originally planned the bottom floor of the

v

Ohio Supreme (oart Passes on the D Was nearly flat, with a heavy wood
“tlick™ Mitehell ¢ ase, | keel for doecking purpeses, The new plan
OLUMBTUS, Ohio. May 15.—What is I rounds the lower part of the hull and does
wn as the lyned act was sis-  away with the wooden Keel. The only pur-
tained by the e in a decision | POSe of the Keel was o serve in dmkin_;:”
honded down yesterday THE oonri af- ‘.],’.I“]-Ulll-v‘!‘ .“lil be replaced by a steel rub-
frmedd the judgment of the eircuit court | e ‘:—-' - -
Champaign o in the cuase of the Nawvnl Orders,
inty eommissioners sgainst Benjamin F. | Pay Director 1. A. Smith has been de-
. Vhurch, administrator of the estate of C. | tached from the Buffalo and placed on
W. MitcheIL waiting orders.
Clek™ Mitchell, a negro, was lynched at | Lieut. Commanders A. M. Knight and D.
ri ana June 4 189 His administrator, | W, Coffman, from the Nuvial Academy to
Penjamin Church, brought suit against the | the War Cullege.

ammisstoners of Champaign county to re- |

cover the sum of 35060 ur r the specisl
siatute making the coumty able in such
eses. He was given a verdict for 5w,
the amount allowed by law. and the deci-
- Si6n has stood the test of all the courts of |
the state,

—_——————

* the hull of the Shamrock Il Is sus

« able

TO HREMODEL SHAMROCEK 1L

Gang of Pleters and Riveters Sam-
moned to Southampton,
SOUTHAMPTON, May
Watson has reached the

15. — Dwsigner |
conclusfon that
wepntible
of fmprovement; and there is reason to be-
Heve that alterations are about 1o be made,
amo:. nting practically to the remodeling of

portions of the boat. The preparations at |
the dock where the challenger will be |
placed indicite radical changes, not con-
necicd with the spars and canvas, which
have hitherto been blamed for the bouls

shortcomings.

.-\. wrEe gang of platers and riveters who
tasisted in the bulldig of the yiacht has
bee summoned from Dumbarton by tele- |
KT "lh--_:-'-- men will arrive todayv, aml
wil work day and night until the altera- |
JiTis are completed, |

e i
HARD TO GET A Jt HY, !

Hezinning of Trial of S. D. Stohes at
Willinmson, W. Va.

WILLIAMSON, W. Va.. Mav 13.—Great
MAculty Is belng experienced in Eetting
jury to try the case of S,

a
). Stokes of this
city, charged with the murder of Rev, J. J. |
Woohl at his here
Iast. The 1ol

il
ready the regular panel has been exhausted |
without

2 than Juror. |
Stokes is so well known and the killing |
ised such deep feeling that it is hard 1o
{ any one without a fixed opinion,

The tragedy was remarkabhle, Woohl was
4 Presbyterian preacher of great foroe, and |
ina sermon last winter violenuy denounved
e sowiely people of the town for dancing |
Stokes took offense at the sermon, amd 1} '
next Sunday the remarks were repested
The following evening Stokes and \\'mnhl
et at the threshold of Woohl's residence
‘IT-n._ words passed. Mrs. La Noive, u..:
minister's housekeeper, to whom Stokes |
was talking. and who I8 the only witness |
says Woonl slapped SBtokes in the face ':llli
shot him In the hip before Stokes drq-w-hi:i I
pistol and fired twice, killing Waoohl
stantly. Stokes is pop and ; |
p-.]iﬂs:uln. popular and 5 prominent
thme, and the case is attracting ETeat
tention.

nDome Decembur 5 1

trial op Yesterday and

securing more one

e

at-
—————
SHOOTING AFFAIR IN DENVER.

Mrs. Evwart Fires Two Shots at Joseph
K. Choate.

DENVER. Colo., May 15.—Mrs. Martha
Ewart, a widow, proprietress of a fashion-
rooming house, fired two shots at
Joseph K. Choate, manager of the Over-
land Cotton Mills, and nephew of United
States Ambassador Choate, in the law of-
flee of Woleott & Vaile, during a confer-
last night.

ence Nelther of the bullets
took effect.
About a year ago Mrs. FEwart sued |

Choeate for alleged breach of promise and
secured a jJudgment. She says she at-
tempted to shoot him because he had not
settled the judgment. She was arrested.

On February 14 laat Mr. Choate was mar-
ried in Brookiyn, N. Y., to Miss Alice
Muller.

R . = S—
WILL BE TRIED IN SAVANNAH.

Judge Brown Orders Removal
Green and the Gayneors.

NEW YORK. May 15—Judge Brown, In
the United SBtates distriet court, izsued an
order today for the removal of Captaln
Benj. D. Green John P,, Wm. T. and Ed-
ward H. Gaynor te Savannah, Ga., where
they have be:n Indicwed for comspiracy in

-

of

| artillery

In- |

He has been out on bajl all the |

Lients. J. M. Reeves, E. Winship, J. P.
J. Ryvan, E. R. Polluck, E. W. Bush and E.
L. IbLancy have been ordered to Newport

for instruction In torpedoes and electriclty.

Inspection of Batteries.

The War Department has issued a set of
regulations for the inspection of all bat-
teries or emplacements turned over to the
and of all appliances pertalning

thereto which may be transferred to the

lalt'tijio-r}' arm for its use or ecare. The order

is Issueid maluly for the instruction of the
new artillery officers and minutely de-
scribes thelr dutles,

—_— -, — e
Mr. Morgzan Leaves London.
LOoXDOXN, May 16.—J. Plerpont Morgan
started for Paris this morning. At his
firm’s Lendon house It is stated that no one
there has anyv definite information as to
Mr. Morgan's future movements, but 1t is
expected he will return to Alx-les-Buins,
——,——
Musicvians Eleet Oflicers.

DEXVER, ol., May 15.—At the canven-

Ction of the American Confederation of Mu-

sicians the following officers were electoed:
President, Joseph M. Webber of Cinecin-
natl; secretary, Owen Miller of St. Louis;
treasurer, Otto Ostendorf of St. Louis: first
vice president. George Nachman of Baltl-
more: second viee president, Frank Splegel,
Denver; thivd vice president, John Thobe,
Peoria; fourth vice president, L. G. Bierie,
SyTrucuse,
—_———————
Steamship Alaskan Launched.
SAN FRANCISCO, May 15.—The Alaskan,

| the largest merchant steamship ever built

an the Pacifie coast, has heen suceessfully
luurnehed from the yvard of the Union iron
works.

—_—————
Admiral Schley's Son Better.

NEW YORK. May 15.—The condition of
Dr. Winfield Scott Schley, the son of Rear
Admiral Sehley, is sald 1o show Improve-
ment today.

James A. Herne the actor, who is sick
at his home, continues to Improve, and his
phyvsicians say he has a good chance of re-
covery.

——————— .
Five Perished on the Paducah.

ST, LOUIS, May 15.—Developments shaow
that not more than flve lives were lost In
the wreck of the steamer City of Padueah
in the Mississippi river SBunday night. Of
the seven persons reported missing all but

one, a white fireman, have appeared at
| the office of the packet company in this
city.
——————
Fire nt Woodsville, N. IIL.

WOODSVILLE, N. H., May 15.—Property
in the business section of Woodsville, val-
ned at about $60,000, was destroved by fire
early today. Among the burned bulldings
were Music Hall and Odd Fellows' block.

—_—w-—
Admiral Bridge in New York,

NEW YORK, May 15.—Vice Admiral Sir
Cvprian Bridge, K.C.B., and staff, en route
to the (hina station to relieve Admiral

| Seyvmour, reached this ¢ity today on board

the steamer Oceanie from Liverpool.
————————

Machinints Strike at Seattle.
SEATTLE, Wash., May 15.—The machin-
is1s’ strike Is in full swing in Seattle, the
men in seven factories having gone out.
They demand a nine-hour work day, with
the same pay as now, working ten hours
per day. The patternmakers, molders and

blacksmiths will go out Monday, if not
sooner. Their demands are similar to these
of the machinists. The hollermakers
threaten to strike June 1 for a nine-hour
day at the old rate of pay. -

Mr. Uhl Iin Comnatose Condition.
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.,, May 15.—Edwin

F. Uhl still ingers in a comatose condition,
but the end is expected at any moment.

f

ANENT CHINA'S OFFER

Foreign Ministers at Pekin Differ as
to Terms.

T i e —

ONE SAYS IT IS RIDICULOUS

Thinks the Powers Should Exact
the Last Centime.

VIEWS OF SOME

_—

OTHERS

TEKIN, May 15.—The foreign minlsters
refuse to allow themselves to be quoted for
publication regarding the Chinese govern-
ment's answer to the indemnity demand,
but three of ‘hem guve expression to their
personal views of the matter,

Omne of these said he never expecied the
Chinese to agree to the demand without
arguing even had the total been only ten
millions. He considers the Chinese offer
of 15400000 taels annually for thirty years
absurd and ridiculous, and thinks the re-
quest that 7.0000000 be given them from the
foreign  customs  borders upon insolence.
The powers, he bhelieves, will make a mis-
take If they do not exact the ulmost cen-
time.

Another says no matter what China says
whatever the powers decide upon will have
to be agreed to eventually.

A third expresses himsclf as  satisfied
that a majority of the powers will agree
to reduce the demands in accordance with
China’s ability to pay.

Important Point Involved.

BERLIN, May 13.—Officials here, discuss-
ing the answer of the Chinese peace com-
missioners, the faect of prime signifi-
cancve therein that the commissioners
agree to the indemnpities as demanded, and
the withdrawal of the troops can now pro-
ceed forthwith, but that not all the for-
ecign forces will be withdrawn at once,

The Chinese proposition to raise the im-
3 will probably be ac-
vepted, sinee the v other possibility of
increasing China's revenunes is the reform
of the liken duties, which the powers par-
tieularly wish to avold, because it would
regquire too much mixing in the internal
affiairs of China. Further international con-
trol over the customs will be unnecessary
bevond Sir Robert Harts,

The prolongation of the
thirty years will probably
Germany  appears  favorably
thereto.

The request for a reduction of the in-
demnities will still be discussed by the
ministers at Pekin, who must first get the
instructions  of thelr governments. It s
anticipated here that other natlons will
make stronger objections to a reduction
than Germany, which appears to be wllllﬂ_g
to reduce the amount if it s seen China is

=y

is

payments to
acceeptod,
disposed

Lies

unable to pay #ll
— - ———
COL. SUTER'S NEW DUTIES.

Ordered to New York ns Prexident of
Engineers’ Board There,

Om the recommendation of Gen. Gillespie,
chief of engineers, Col. Chuarles R, Suter
has been relieved from duty at Boston, in
charge of the river and harbor works In
that vicinity, and ordered to take statlon at
New York city. He has recently been as-
stgned to doty as president of the board of
engineers, presldent of the board on New
York harbor lines and president of the en-
gineer examining board at New York, Maj.
Willlam 8. Stanton, Corps of Engineers,
his been ordered to assuiue charge of the
duties at HBoston heretofore discharged by
ol. Suter, but witll not relinguish his pres-
ent duties under the Treasury Iepartment
as enginecr of the first and second light-
house districts.

S
LARGE RESIDENCE SITE.
Represents an Aggregate Outlay of
BOZ,THZ,

Another spacious residence sjite has just

been purchased. The ground adjoining on

the east the home of the Misses Patten,
on Massachusetts avenue between  21st
street and Florida avenue, has been sold.

It forms a part of the lawn in the midst
of which the Patten house stands, and it is
understood that the Misses Patten have
sold it to Mrs, Lars Anderson. The front-
age of the ground, which comprises two
lots, is 140 feet, with an average depth of
about 174 feet, and contains 24,039 square
feot.

It is stated that the price paid was $3.00
per square foot, which foots up a total of
03,702, The purpose of the new owner, it
is understood, is to erect 4 handsome resi-
dence there for her own use.

-
COMMANDER ROPER'S FUNEHRAL.

OfMicers Will Go Over ‘to
napolis to Attend Services.

The funeral of the late Lieutenant Com-
mander Jesse M. Roper, who met a hero's
death while gallantly alding in the rescue
of some of his sailors during a filre aboard
the gunboat Petrel, In Manila harbor, some
time ago, will take place at Annapolis to-
morrow at 2:50 o'cloek.  Lieutenant Com-
mander Roper was one of the most popular
officers in the naval service, and was uni-
versally beloved by his fellow officers and
enlistedd men whom he commanded. He
was for a considerable part of hls career
in the navy an instructor at the Naval
Academy, and it is expected that the entire
corps of cadets now at the academy will
participate in the funeral ceremony. Quite
a4 number of naval officers on duty in
Washington will go to Annapolis to attend
the obsequies.

The pallbearers will be Commander (Col-
vocoresses, FPror, Henderson, Lieutenant
Commander V., L. Cottman, Lieutenant
Commander Edmund B. Underwood, Lieu-
tenant Commander Charles E. Fox and
Lieut. Charles D. Galloway of the navy

and Colone]l Carter and Major Hodgson of
the army.

Navy An-

ROSTAND MAY COME HERE.

French Dramatist Has Now Additional
Reason to Visit Thia Country.,

It is possible that Edmond Rostand, the
noted French dramatist, may visit Amer-
ica during the stay in this country of his
sister, Madame de Margerie, the wife of
the new first secretary of the French em-
bassy. Rostand has beeh quite il of late,

but when seen in Paris just before Mr. de
Margerie started for Washington he was
quite recovered and was busily engaged on
a new play for Madame Bernhardt. He /X~
pressed an earnest wish to come to Amer-
ica, and It is hoped that his inclination will
take definite form at a later day.

REACH MANILA,

TRANSPORTS

Adjutant General Corbhin Recelves =a
Mensage From Gen. MacArthur.
Adjutant General Corbin received a cable
message from General MacArthur this af-
ternoon saying that the transport Logan
arrived at Manila yesterday and that the
transport Kilpatrick arrived there on the

12th instant.
A portion of General MacArthur's dis-

patch was withheld from the public for
the present, and there is an Impression that
it contains some reference to the alleged
commissary frauds. '

RECIPROCITY WITH CUBA

SUBJECT OF CONFERENCES AMONG
OFFICIALS,

Senator latt of Connectieut Has n
Long Talk With Acting See-
retary Hill,

Senator Platt of Connectlcut, who is
chairman of the Senate committee on (Cu-
ban relations, had a long informal talk to-
day with Dr. Hill, acting secretary of state,
on the general subject of the Cuban situa-
tion. The senator is here on other busi-
ness, but being much Interested in the
Cuban question, visited the State Depart-
ment and the insular bureaa of the War
Department to talk over the situation with
reference to present and possible future
conditions. Yesterday he had a long talk
on the subject with Col. Edwards, chief of
the insular bureau.

The most important matter discussed at
these interviews—and that only in a tenta-
tive and anticlpatory way—wuas the ques-
tion of reeciprocvity with Cuba, which may
be expected to follow after the Platt con-
ditions have been adonted by the Cuban
constitutional convention and an independ-
ent Cuban republie has been estahlished.

Au Information leads to the conclusion
that the Platt conditions will be adopted
withont equivecation or aveidance, and it
is regarded as practically a necessity to
Cuba that some coficesslons he made to
her in the matter of tariff duties on sugar
and tobacco, in return for which this gov-
ernment nyay receive trade advantages of
'\"-‘i]iil‘ to our commerce with the island.
This matter will come up for consideration
by Congress, probably  either through a
treaty being reported to the Senate hy the
executive or through a recommendation to
L'nngr':-ss for special legislation.

It 18 a matlter requiring delicate diserim-
ination to give Cuba a coneession on the
sugar tariff which will be of advantage to
]n_r in competition with the German Sugar
without injuring the beet sugar producers
of this country. The resistance of the
sugar and the tobacco interests has to he
met in altempting to enter into reciprocity
with Cuba in & manner to be of any advan-
tiage Lo the Island.,

IMPROVING THE POTOMAQC

GOOD PROGRESS IN DREDGING THE
RIVER.

Practical Completion of the Embhank-
ments on the Reclnimed Area—De-

posits Left by Freshet In April.

Colonel Allen, the engineer officer in
charge of the improvement of the Potomac
river, has made a report to General Gil-
lesple, chief of engineers, In regard to the
progress of the work in hls  charge.
Dredging operations in the Potomac were
conducted  with good results duving the
past month by the contractors, the Atlan-
tle, Gulf and Pacifie Company. The work of
dredging the Washington channel was com-
pleted on the 25th ultimo, and Celonel Al-
len savs there s now a good chennel, 400
feet wide and twenty feet deep, betWween
the Long bridge and the junciion of the
Washington and Virginia channels.

The embankments on the reclaimed area
for retalning material dretlged from the
channels are practleally completed. The
work was retarded somewhat during the
latter part of last month by high winds and
a freshet in the river. The freshet reached
its maximum height about 10 o'¢lock on the
morning of April 22, At that time the sur-
face of the water was about 7.7 feet above
mean low tide at the Aquedaet bridge, 6.7
feet at Easby's Point and 6.3 feet at the
Long bridge,

Col, Allen says that no seripus damage
was done ta property by the freshet, but
that soundings show that a large amonnt
t_nr material was deposited by It on the bar
in the Virginia chaniel above the Long
bridge.
~ Now that the Improvement of the Wash-
ington channel has been completed the con-
tractors have direeted their entire atten-
tion to dredging the Virginia echannel ot
the river above the Long bridge, where
work was discontinued about a year ago.

Dirvdging operations have also heen re-
sumed in the lower Potomac at Matta-
woman shoal, but the work there has heen
delayad slightly by high winds, &e¢, The
necessary lnes have been laid ont and the
Iumps and ridges left in the channel at the
close of last season's work are being re-
moved.

—
Frogress on Warships.

The latest monthly statement of the
status of warships under construction
shows a remarkable advance In the sub-
marine torpedo boats. Three of them, the
Adder, Grampus and Pike, are half com-
pleted, while three others are one-third fin-
ished. This gives promlse that they will
be entirely complete within the next four
months. Of the battle ships the Missourl
and Maline have made most rapid progress,
advancing 5 per cent each. This makes
the Maine just one-half completed. Of the
protected cruisers the Des Moines and the
Galveston each have advanced 5 per cent
and the Cleveland 3 per ¢ent. The last-
named ship 18 now considerably more than
one-half completed. Of the new monitors

the Arkansas is more than one-half com-
pleted,

Movements of Naval Vessels.

The Massachusetts has arrived at the
New York navy vard. The Scorplon has
arrived at Greenville, Miss, The Indiana
has left Hampton Roads for Annapolis.
The Solace left Honolulu May 3 for Guam.
The Iris has left Yolkohama for Hong
Kong. The Dolphin arrived at the New
York navy yard this morning and sailed
for Tompkinsville later on in the day.

Boston Navy Yard Improvements.

The Navy Department has awarded the
contract for the new power hnuse at the
Boston navy yard to T. G. MeCaffery of
Utlea, N. Y., at $42000. This {s the first

of the fine new buildings for construction
purposes at the Boston vard.

Commander Belkn;n‘n Orders Bevoli-
ed.

The orders of May 9 detaching Command-

er C. Belknap from duty as president of

examining board at the Washingtor navy

yard and ordering him to the war college
for instruction have been rewvaked.

-

Fersonal Mentien.
Mr. Charles €. Glover salls tomorrow
from New York for Kurope, where he ex-
pects to spend the sSummer,

Gen. YVan Reypen Designated.

Surgeon General Van Reypen of the navy
has designed Medical Direetor Bloodgood
to represent the navy at the meeting of the
American Association of Military Surgeons
at St. Paul on May 27, und at the Ameri-

can Medical Assoclation meeting at St.
Paul on June 4. ] .

Postage Stamp Boska Imitated.
. BEdwin C. Madden, assistant post-
master general, has heen informed that
the plan lnaugurated by. him of selling
postage stamps in books } ted
by the postal admtnh?i;{?:nb:efnmﬂ&-
Hungary. ="

=

T

MURDER OR SUICIDE

Mysterious Death of Census Office
Clerk in Hotel Room.

HORRIBLE DISCOVERY THIS MORNING

Shots Fired at Midnight and Wo-

man Seen on Fire Escape.

DETECTIVES INVESTIGATING

James Sevmour Ayres, twenly-one years
old, who was employed as a clerk in the
census office and was a resident of Port
Austin, Mich., was found dead in his room
in the Kenmore Hotel on North Capitol
street, near the Capitol, about S:30 o'clock
this morning. His body was in a eramped
position on the floor near the window, his
head being in a pool of clotted blood. A
revolver that had been dropped on a trunk
near the window contained three emipty
shells and as many cartridges. One of the
missing missiles from the cartridge shells
had entered the unfortunate man’'s I«ft leg,
another the left arm and the third
penetrated his breast in the region of the
heart.

Coroner Nevitt examined the body and
concluded, from the nature of the woumnds
in the leg and arm, that the shots may
have been fired by some person other than
the vietim, and, although the case was re-
ported as one of suicide. he thought
might develop into one of murder. In ad-
ditton to the lecation of the wounds men-
tioned blood stains were found on the fire
escape in front of the hullding, and a2
neighbor declared he had seen a woman
dezecend the lire cscape shortly after the
shots were fired.

utie
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It is belleved 1o have been about 2
o'clock when the fatal wounds were re-
ceived, and although several persons in

the hotel heard the reports of the wWeapon.
and heard the oceupant of the room ory
“Help," none of them went to hie assist-
ance or followed up the investigation
enongh to zscertain that a life had been
taken, About breakfast time the episode

of the carly morning was mentioned, and
then Policeman Brady of the sixth pre-
cinet was summoned. He found the door
of the Ayres roum locked and the key on
the inside. Without waiting to pick the
lock he foreed open the door, and the
ghastly sight was revealed. On the trunk
where the revolver was found thers was

an old musket, but this weapon did not ap-
pear to be loaded.
Theory of Sulcide.

Policeman Brady and several guests of
the hotel felt satisfied that the young man
had committed suicide, although they
signed no motive, It was stated that he
had attended the dental school of Colum-
bian U'niversity and had been considerably
worricd about his examination. He was in
excellent spirits when he retired last night,
it is stated, and those who saw him about
midnight declare he was in no frame of
mind likely to cause him to take his own
lite, . 1

When the doubt was raised as to the
voung man having committed suicide, Pro-
cinet Detective Williams was sent for, and
Inspector Boardman detalled a number of
his detectives on the case, among them be-
ing Detectives Weedon, Parham, Horne,
Flather, Pecik, Bauer and Trumhbo, When
they reached the hotel the body and ef-
fects of the dead man had been removed
from the room on the fourth floor to i
morgue, and the superintendent of the
morgue had taken the weapon with him.
The revolver was sent for by Lieut. Moore,

-

and examined by the detectives, It is a
Harrington & Richardson .32-caliber wea-

pon, the ownership of which is 4 matter of
Interest to the detectives.

The barrel of the weapon was smeared
with blood, while the handle was perfectiv
clean.  There were also bloodstains on the
trigger. Omne of the officers ventured the
opinion that the appearance of the weapon
indicated it had been grabbed by the yic-
tim while it was in the hands of anuther
person, the former having obtained pos-
sessfon of It after a wound had been fu-
flicted, and had gotten blood on his hands,
Inspector NDoardman has the pistol in his
custody at headquarters.

Incidents Preceding the Shooting.

Ayres, the detectives learned, did not re-
turn to his room last night until after mid-
night, and his conduct indicated he had
been drinking, although Mr. James Burns
of the government printing office, who left
him in his room about the hour statad, de-
clares he was sober. Mr. J. V. Wiggins of
Texas, who is a clerk in the Treasury De-
partment, and who ocecupies a room in the
hotel, says he was in his room wrlting let-
ters about 12:10 o'clock this morning when
he heard Burns or Ayvres eall “Hello, Wig-
gins!” Mr. Wiggins left his table, and wien
he reached the door the men were on their
way In the direction of Burn’'s room. Mr.
Wigglnsispreparing for some litigation over
oil lands in Texas, and he remarked to his
callera: “I'm burning midnight oil.” He
told them about the letters he had heen
writing, and after shaking hands with him
several times, his callers left.

James Burns says he left Ayres in the
latter’'s room about 12:30 o'clock, but Avres,
it is believed, left the room after Burns de-
parted, for he was seen on the ground floor
as late as 1 g'clock.

““He had evervthing to live for,” Burns
remarked to the officers. “He had passed
his examination and had packed his effects
to move today to a club house on L street.”

His trunk and telescope,- it was later
learned, had been but partially packed,

Heard Pistol Shots.

Among the several persons In the house
who heard the reports of the pistol shots
was Mr. R. P. Hopkins.

“1 heard three shots fired In rapid suec-
cession,” he said to a Star reporter, "und
I left my room to make inquiries. 1 zaw
what I thought was a man’s head on the
fire escape at the window of Ayre's room,
but it turned out to be a skull.”

Mr. Hopkins said he was afraid of a fire,
and while at the window he called to some
one below him, asking if there was any-
thing the matter. He repeated the ques-
tion and received the answer:

1 don’t see anything here.”

The responsge came In a tone which he be-
lHeved to be that of a woman's voice. Mr.
Hopkins returned to his room and his son.
who occupled a room in the front part of

| the building, accompanjed him, the latter
afraild to remain in his own room.

A number of young ladles In the hotel

also heard the pistol shots, but they were
afraid to leave their rooms or make an
outery.
.James Mahoney, a fireman at the Con-
gressional Library, informed the detectives
that he passed the hotel about ten min-
utes past 12 o'clock and saw several young
men at the door. They were swearing, he
sald, and seemed to be angry about some-
thing.

Regarded as Important Witness.

The most important witness found by the
detectives was Mr. Thomas M. Baker, a
clerk in the office of the fish commissioner,
who boards at the house of Mrs, Lancas-
ter, adjoining the Kenmore.

In conversation with a Star reporter Mr.
Baker said he was aroused by hearing loud
talking and laughing in front of the Ken-

more about midnight, but he paid no atten-
‘tion to the noise.

| **About 2 o'clock,” he said, “I was awake
and heard two shots fired in rapid sueces-
sion, but did not hear the third shot.”

+ He sald his bed.was not more than four

| tance

reaching the window to ascertain, If pos-
sible, what the shooting was about. He
saw somebody on a floor lower than where
he was, and he asked:

“What's wrong down there?”

When he had repeated the question he
got the answer:

“I've heard some pisto]l shots.™”

Mr. BaKer says he remained at the win-

dow from three to five minutes to watch
for developments.
“While watching 1 saw a form come from
window on the fourth floor and descend
the fire escape leisurcly to the second
."en-[‘,“

“Was the form that
man?’ he was asked.

“1 am positive it was that of a woman.”

of a man or wo-

he answered. “The woman was in her
night robe and stocking feet. She used
her left hand on the rail of the fire es-

cape and held up her gown with her right
haund. When she reached the veranda at
the second story she entered a room.”

The room indicated by Mr. Baker was
vacant, but the window was open and a
person might' easily have passed through
the room to the hall and gained access 1o
any part of the building. Mr. Baker thinks
he may have been aroused by the report of
the first shot fired.

On the landing of the fire escape the de-
tectives found sgeveral blood spots. one of
them being nearly six feet from the win-
dow of Avres' room. There was nothing
abuut the spots to cause the belief that
bicod had spurted from the window to the
stunt point, and it is believed 1t dropped
a1 the garments of the person seen 1o
lenve the room by Mr. Baker.

Hlood Prints Found.

On the wall in the hall of the hotel annex
the fourth floor the detectives found
wlnit appear to be blood prints. One place
Indicates a finger print, while in other
pliaces the supposed stains appear as If they
were made by a bloodstained garment com-
ing in contact with the wall. Rooms near
these stains were =earched, but no blood-

ined clothine was found,
people In the hotel
had a love affajr
ended in this morning’s  tragedy.
of the hotel say he was lar
with women, and it was stated he had had
several quarrels or misunderstandings with
some of them. During the session of Con-
gress, his friends say. he was attentive to
a «Jdavghter of a representative in Congress
from Michigaun. He had attended many

nees given at the hotel durlng the past
isan, amd as jate lnst night he was
one of a small party that enjoyed an hour
or two of dancing

When the bady reached the morgue Cor-
oner Nevitt made a more careful examina-

oun

was intimated by
the wvictim had

ich

li0sts

as

tion, to get the exact location of the three
hullets., The woumd in the left hip he
found had taken a forward and inward
course, the bullet having entered from the
outer side of the hip. The wound in the
arm was of a similar character, and Dr.
Nevitt expresses a doubt that the man
could have intHeted such wounds uapon

himself, especially the one in the arm. The
only garment on the man was an under-
shirt, and the sleeve of this was hurned
abont the elbow. There were also powder
burns about the wound over the heart.
Deputy Coroner’s Viewns,
Assistant Distriet Attorney Semmes and
Deputy Coroner Glazebrook participated in
investigation at the Kenmore this
afternoon. The former had several pho-
tegraphs taken to assist the government
in the event of an arrest belng made, The
deputy coroner went over the ground and
also made an examination of the wounds.
He stated to a Star reporter that the
wounds, in his opiniop, could not have becn
self-inflicted.
Dretective

1ihe

Bauer attached some Impor-
to the finding of a lady's fgn In
¢s' room. The fan had been torn in
s ral pieces and the officer thinks it was
broken during a strugzgle with a woman.
It was evident that the fan had been
broken recently. There Is no question
the minds of most of those engaged in the
investigation that a woman was in the
room last night. The identity of this wo-
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man iz the guestion the police are now
anxious to solve,
Mrs., Warticld, wife of the proprictor,

thinks Avres was cleaning his revolver and
it was accidentally discharged. This in-
jury, she thinks, gave him so much pain
that he ended his life. Another theory ad-
vaneced 18 that a woman in the room at-
tempted to prevent him from killing him-
self and In the struggele for the possession
of the weapen the wounds in the leg and
arm were Intlicted. At a late hour this
afternoon no arrest had been made,

The father of the deceased, J. 8. Ayres,
sr., livés at Grand Rapids, Mich., having
moved there a short time ago from Port
Austin. He is In the insurance business
His first wife, the mother of the deceased,
died several vears ago. The father has
been notified by wire of the tragedy. An
aunt of the deceased, it is stated, lives in
this city. Coroner XNevitt has decided to
hold an ingquest Friday morning.

—_—— <
Army Orders.

Capt. M. J. Henry, commissary, recently
appointed, now at San Francisco. has heen
vrdered to this city for duty at the Wash-
ingion barracks.

Capt. F. 8. Dutton, commissary, recently

appointed, has been assigned to duty at
Fuort Monrce, Va.
A general court-martial has been ap-

pointed to meet at West Point, N. Y., today
for the trial of such prisoners as may be
brought before 1t. Maj. C. B. Hall, 2d In-
fantry, is presldent and First Lieut. F. H.
Pope, 24 Cavalry, is judge advocate of the
court.

Capt. H. C. Clark, 24th Infantry, has been
mlaced on the retired list on account of
disabilities.

vapt. W. W. Harts, corps of engineers,
at Fort Totten, N. Y., has been ordered to
Boston and vicinity to Inspect certain mu-
nicipal improvements.

Capt. W. L. Geary, commissary, has been
assigned to duty at San Franclsco.

Major E. E. Hardin, Tth Infantry, has
been assigned to duty in the department of
California.

Capt. W. O, Cutliffe, assistant surgeon,
T. 8. V., has been relleved from duty in
Porto Rico and ordered to Manila, P. 1.,
for assignment to duty.

Capt. W. J. Watson, 40th Volunteer In-
fantry, has been ordered to Fort Leaven-
worth, Kan., for examination to fix the ex-
tent of the disabilities received by him
while in the military service.,

Capt, John R. Lynch, paymaster 17. 8. A.,
has been honorably discharged as major
and additional paymaster U, 8. V. only.

Lieut. W. C. Gardenhire, recenily pro-
moted from the ranks, has been assigned
to the 15th Cavalry. .

Fersonal Mention.

Capt. T. V. Walker, Company C, 4th Bat-
talion, D. C. N. G., who has been sick for
the past month, Is now able to resume his
place in the Post Office Department.

Rev. W. E. Parson, D.D., of this city
has accepted the Invitation to deliver the
annual sermon to the students of Roanoke
College, Salem, Va., June 9.

Bishop Hurst visited Monticello, the home
of Thomas Jefferson, while on a trip to
Charlottesville, Va., where he spent Sunday
and preached morning and evening in the
pulpit of the University of Virginia,

John R. Procter, president of the civil
service commission, is in New York on
official business.

Victor E. Deslo has left for a two weeks’
trip to New York and Bogston.

Repalrs to the Post Office.

Controller Tracewell has ruled, In regard
to the appropriation of 11,300 for repairs
to the Washington post office, that If day
labor is to e hired the appropriation will
not be applicable after the close of the
present fiscal year.

Commissary at Washington Barracks.
Capt. Morton J. Henry, commissary, re-
cently appointed, stationed at Philadelphia,
has been ordered to this city for Jduty as
commissary at the Washington barracks.

1 feet from the window, and he lost no time
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FOR COAST DEFENSE

e —

Chain of Torpedo Boat Headquarters
to Be Established.

-

 NAVAL BOARD LEAVES FOR THE SCUTH

-

| Members Will Consider Best Points
to Be Selected.

LARGE FLOTILLA COMPLETED

e e e——

The members of
pointed to deviee

the naval board
a scheme of practical
usefulness for the torpedo flotilla rapidly
nearing completion left today for Pensa-
cola, Fla., where they will hold a mecting

ap-

[ Saturday morning  and  consider the
establishment of a series of  tor-
pedo headquarters along the gt
and Atlantic coast, Although he
plan is still in embryo, it s now prasticaily

decided to begin with the establishment of

three main divislons: one along the north
EAti;ml!c at some central point, say New
| London, Cona.; another at a convenfent

point on the south Atlantic, probably st Port
',RH,\'.‘:I. and a third Gull of Mexica,

the

{ probably at Pensacola.
1
| Irmrpose of the Trip.

-
[ These points are mercly suggested thus
i far, and it is the purpose of the trip 1o
| determine more dellnitely what points of-

| for the best facllitles as eontral rendegvous

| for a group of torpedo boats,. When these
| chlef points are located, the purpose is to
gradually add other stations contiguo o

s

the main points, until there Is a line «of
l torpedo boat stations extending along the
| Atlantic and gulf coast In time of peace,

these points would serve chfefly as yarda
and depots where the small craft could be
drawn out of water a part of the time,
and In time of war they would be part of
the strategic defense of the country, giv-

ing the entire coast protection In case of

lu{t:luk from any unexpected guarter.

|| Many Hoats Practically Completed.
The statement issued by the Navy Dw-

|p:-.1'l..:1— nt yesterday on the condition of

| vessels under construction shows  that

thirty more torpedo boats and destrovers

were practically completsd, many of them
being =0 far advanced that they are under-

| geing their final trials. These will all be
added to the Amilla within the coming
| summer, and with the large number al-

ready in commission, about ven, the tor-
pedo board will determine upon a general
line of policy as to their use, both in times
of prace and war. Captain Converse, chalr-
man of the board, i= one of the most en-
thusiastie officers In the navy on the value
of the tur‘[u-dn boat as an adjunct to naval

| service. He looks upon the present flo-
tilla as the nucleus for a much more ox-
tensive system, and the board has taken

up the subject with a view to developing
| the full resources of that branch of naval

defense. Associated with him lg Lieuten-
| ant Chandler, at present in charge of the
I torpedo branch of naval ordnmnce ) A
recognized authority on the use of tor-

| pedoes in naval warfare.
. -

SAFELY DEMOCRATIC.

What Mr. Me(Creury Sass of the Blae
Grass State.

Ex-Governor MeCreary of Kentucky . for-
nerly representative In Congress, arrived
in Washington last evening. He was chosen

;r}l.‘ll?'!!].‘l!'l of the state committes for the
demoeratic party and conducted the suc-
cessful campalgn in the state last year, the
result being not only that the democratic
governor was elected, but that it was the
only state which carried with
consplcuous gain over the vote of " It is
eéxpected that if the democrats carry the
Kentucky legislature this fall Governor
MeCreary will be chosen to suceeed Deboe
in the 'nited States Setuate

“D)o you think that Kentucky can
be reckoned as a democratie state?
was asked by a 8Star reporter.

“1 do,” the guvernor replivd
is thoroughly orguanlzed throughout the:
state and is in perfect harmony. At ne
time has there been better feeling within
the party. At the election this fall 1
think we will carry the state by tifteen or
twenty thousand, having a majority in
both branches of the legislature and a
large majority on joint ballot. The legis-
lature then clected will chooge a United
States senutor.”

“Have yvou observed a tendency In the
south toward the adoption of republican
polleles, as Indicated in some recent ut-
terances wis asked.

“My observation does not extend through-
out the south,” he replied. 1 know that
in Kentucky the teadency I8 not toward
the adoption of republican®policles, On the
contrary, democratic sentiment 18 growing
stronger. [ observe that this is true also
of Alabama, where | am familiar with con-
ditions, and 1 believe that democratic sen-
timent is growing stronger in the south
generally. The southern people do not be-
lieve in high protection, in eolonization, in
a large standing army, nor in trusts, The
more closely the republican party becomes
identified wihh colonization, as exemplitied
in the Philippines. with the maintenance
of a large standing army. and with the
trusts, the stronger hecomes the spirlt of
democracy In the smith, The southern peo-
ple do not believe in these things and can
have no sympathy with a party which is
fdentified with them.”
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INDICATE A PROSPEROUS COUNTRY.

Lrvan a

now
he

“The party
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Aational Bank Reports Submitted to
Controller Dawes,

The reports of the national banks of the
United States now coming into the office
of Controller Dawes, under his call of
April 24, show a proesperous condition
of the country. Assets  are larger
than ever, and 80 are deposits,
From the reporis already recelved
it is evident that the assets of the national
banks of the country April 24 will prove to
have been over 5,500,000 (00, or something
over $64,0006¥) more than In February,
when the national banks were required to
make their last statement.

The conditions of the national banks of
New York and Chicago, the two great re-
serve centers, are very signiticant, indi-
cating Increases In assets and in individual
deposits. The reports of other reserve
cities show similar conditions. The asscls
of New York's fortyv-five banks April 24
were $1,201 KG3.918.17, an increase of $i6.-
000,000 over their Febhruary condition, while
the Individual deposlts aggregated $H0S -
130.615.27, a gain of EIS0THUHT.51 over Feb-
ruary. Chicago shows assets of $IN) WS -
149.20, a gain of $8.443,619.66 over February,
and individual deposits of $116 18802064, a
gain of $6,308,082.59 over February.

E3
PLANS OF NEW WARSHIPFS,

Recelived by ti-: ANavy Department
From the Contractors.

The Navy Department has received the
detalled plans from the contractors having
most of the new battle ships and armored
cruisers In thelr yards. These include the
detalls of the California and South Dakota,
bullding by the Union iron works: also of
the Rhode Island and Georgla, building at
Fore River, Mass., and of the California
and Pennsylvania, bullding by the Cramps.
These details relate to the minute features
of construction coming under thg general
plans furnished by the Navy Department.




