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WILL ABANDON TRIP
President McKinley Will Return Here

From 'Frisco.

HIS WIFE'S CONDITION IS SERIOUS

He Will Not Start Until Her Health

Improves.

SEC. LONG'S DAUGHTER ILL

SAN FRAXNcIsco. May 15.-It is learned
that Mrs. McKinl.v's conlition is consider-
ed serious by the physi,-ians attending her.
IJt-tors RIxey and 1lirschfelder were in

consultation this morning, and another

I.hysician will be called in this afternoon.

It is probable that If she recovers Mrs.
M. Kinley will be unable to leave San Fran-
cisco by next Monday, when the stay of the
presidential party was to have terminated.
The Pres:dent will remain here with Mrs.

McKinley.
SAN FRANCISCO. May 1.-At 10 oelock

t! is morning Secretary Cort,-lyou informed
t. Associated Press that Mrs. McKinley's
serious illness had compelled the President
to abandon his prposd.- visit to other
states, to which he had looked forward
with so mu. h plasire. As soon as Mrs.
McKinl--y's h.-alth permits he will return
to Washin toi by the most direct route.
Secretary Cort.lyou also Issued the foi-

lowing buil. tin regarding Mrs. McKinley's
condition:
"There hts ..- n but little change In Mrs.

M.'Kinl,' es:'lition siwe last nicht. She
has gained in s'-. ral respects anid lost in
others."
The l'residr:t wili r- main 1ii tly at Mr.

Scott's residene t-LIv% aid will lt take
part in any of the ex- r-is.s t-, be given in
his h.nor.Secretary -f the Navy n.g may leave
the presidential partv aid d-.plart fo'r the
.ast at anvnyome-nt. lIe has r.-ceived
wtord that his dilighte-r, who has ben liv-
Ing In C(olorado- Springs for ver a -tar for
her heilth. is dazne'. rusy ill.
Secretary LAolg is ner.mpani'd on the

trip by Mrs. Long and a son of t etder
years. The toy w;as al'oz tak,-n ill yest-r-
day :t the- Palace Iote.. ww-r- the Longs
are stayinz. and th. physi ian elalid in
ord--d the child. r-tiretment to bed at

:Th Se.cr.t:try is worri.. ov.-r the
.1i.qs in his fanilv. aid he is not iiclined

-ntinue his trip.

MTI-lA%4-HIlG ACT VALID.

Ohio Supreme t'onrt Passen on the
"4-i~ck" NiiteleII Case.

'.L.I'MiU, %ihi-. May 15.-What is
own as the anTtt-lynching a,t was ss-
ned by the suprerne court In a decision

h;n.d down -este-rday. The court af-
m-I the judgment .4 the cirnuit court
Champaign emmtnty in tht- case of the
:nty cnmssi,'n-rs against Benjamin F.
urc-h. adminiistrator of the estate of C.

W. Mitch'ell.
Tlfcek" Mitchell, a ngro. was lynched at
rbana June i l447. Ills administrator,I njanin 'hur-h. br-ught slit against the
-mtnmisslners of Chamipaign county to re-
e--er th s:i -f470 under the specialsztute making the couinty liable in sich

ses. IH0 was giv.-tn a verdict for $~.ls,
the- amount all wed by law. and the dlei-
sion has st-d the test of all the courts of
the state.

TO RHEMODEL SHAMIROCK II.

Gang of Plater and Rivetero Sun-
mmoned to Southampton.

SOUTHAMPTON, May 15. De,signer
Watson has reached the conclusion that
the hill of the Shamrock 11 Is susceptible
of Impn-venent; and there is reason to be-
lieve that alterations are abot to be made.
amni:.nting practically t,, the remodeling of
porti s of the boat. The preparations at
the 1- k where the challenger will be
plameI indicite radical changes, .not con-
nec'-d with the spars and canvas, which
hav%,- hitherto been blam'-d for the boat's
short-omings.
A lirg.e gang of platers and riviters whoass.Id in the building of the yacht hasbecI! summoned from Dumbarton by tel.-gra h These men will arrive today. andwi:1 work day and night until the altera-,ttis are completed.

HARD TO GET A Ji Ry.
Heginning of Trial of S. D. Stoke. atWilliaun, W. Va.
WI LIlAMSt ', W. Va.. May 1.--Glreat

lifficulty is being experltnedt in getting a
3 try to try the ease of S. I). Stokes of! this
.-ty, charged with the murder of Rev. J. J.
WoohL at his hinme here on December 3
lat. The trial opIenied yesterdlay and al-
ready the regular panel has b-en exhausted
without securing mntre than one juror,
'takes is so well known and the kIlling
caused such deep fet-ling that It Is bard to
fi any one without a tix.'d opinion.The tragedy was remairkablp. Woohl was
a Presbyterian preache~r of great force, and
In a sermon last winter v'iolenuy dlentunedtthe society people. of the town for danircing.Stokes took offetnse at the sermon, and thenext Sun-lay the remarks Were repeated.'lhe following evening Stokes and Wootmect at the threshold of Woohl's resideniceHo!.t Words passed. Mrs. L~a Noive, themiister's housekeeper, to whom Stokes
was talking, arnd who is the only witnessays Woobl slapped Stokes In the face and
shot him in the hip before Stakes drew his
pistol and lired] twice, killing Woot~hl In-
stantly. Stokes is popular and a prominent
politician, Hie has been out tn ball all the
time. and the case is attracting great at-
tention.

.

SHOOTlMG AFFAIR I34 DENVER.
Mr's. Ewart Fire. Two Shot, at Joseph

K. C'hoate.
IDENVERt. (Colo., May 15.-Mrs. Martha

Ewart, a widow, prtoprietress of a fashion-
Sable roomIng house. fired two shots atJoseph K. ('hoate. manager of the Over.
land Cotton Mills. and nephew of United
States Ambassador Choate. in the law of-
flee of Wolcott & Valle, during a confer-
ence last night. Nether of the bulletstook effect.
About a year ago Mrs. Ewart sued

SChoate for alleged breach of promise andsecured a judgment. She says she at-tempted to shoot him because he had nolsettled the judgment. She was arrested.
On February 14 last Mr. C7hoate was mar-

ried in Brooklyn. N. Y., to Miss Alic<Muller.

WILL BE TRIED IN SAVAN~NAM.
- Judse Brow. Orders Remmov'a eiGreemud the Gaymers.

NEW YORK. May 1.-Judge Brown, I,
the United States district count, issued as
order today for the removal of Captaht
Benj. D. Green John P., Win. T. and Ed
ward H. Gaynor. to Savannah, Ga.., wher<
they have beern indIe. for conspiraey hi

Connection with 0. M. Carter, formerly
captain of the United States Engineet
Corps, in the matter of Improvements lI
southern harbors. The judge says:
"The defendants should be ordered re-

moved for trial, or give ball for their ap-
pearance."

'W HITE DIES OF HIS WOINDS.

Result of a Cutting Affray at Mount
Zion, Md.

Special lPiatch to, The Evenitg Star.

ROCKVILLE, Md., May 15.-News' reach,
ed here this afternoon of the death this
morning of George White, colored, at

Mount Zion, a colored settlement a short
distance from Laytonsville, this county, as

the result of cuts inflicted with a knife
last Sunday afternoon or evening by Ed-
ward Church, also colored.
The tragedy occurred at Mount Zion and

grew out of the attention laid by one of
the men to the wife of the other. White
was slashed about the head and stomach,
one of the cuts across the head penetrating
the skull. Both men are middle aged, and
at the time of the trouble are said to have
been under the influence of liquor. Church
has not yet been arrested. State s Attor-
ney Talbott went to Mount Zion this after-
no;n to make an investigation.

ORDER IlVEN TO CAPTAIN'$ SON.

Sultan of Turkey Compliments the
Conmnaunder of the Kentucky.

The Sultan of Turkey has conferred the
Ord r of tihe Osmanle upon Clarence Ches-
ter, son of t'apitain Colby M. Chester, who
was recently in command of the battle
ship Kentucky. The decoration was pre-
suntel to Mr. Chester through the Turkish
minister at Washington. Ali Ferrouh Bey.
The presentation is in the nature of a re-

turn compliment following the call upon
the sultan, made by Captain Chester and
his officers while the Kentucky was on-

chored off Smyrna last winter. To have
conferred the order uphn Captain Chester
directly would have necessitated the grant-
ing of special permission by Congress to
that end, so the next best way to extend a

compliment to the American officer was
feit to be through the medium of his eldest
son. The Order of Osmanie Is the highest
order of the Turkish nubility, and is much
co eted by foreigners.

--+ ..-

Mrs. tnge Soniewhat Better.
Mrs. Gage, wife of the Secretary of the

Treasury, was said to be somewhat better
today, upon inquiry at the Gage -:si-
dence, Massachusetts avenue. She has beer
ill since the early part of April, the trouble
beginning with a rheumatic attack. The
past few iays she was thought to be in
rather a serious condition. Mrs. Pierce of
E-vanston. Ill.. daughter of Seeretary Gage,
is with her parents, as are other relatives.

Change in Ships' Planns Approved.
The Navy Department has approved

plans for a change of construction of the
ntw armored cruisers an( battle ships. As
originally planned the bottom floor of the
hull was nearly flat, with a heavy wood
keel for docking purposes. The new plan
rounds the lower part of the hull and does
away with the wooden keel. The only pur-
pe se of the keel was t) serve in docking,
and that will be replaced by a steel rub-
bing ldate.

Nasal Orders.
Pay Dir. tor D. A. Smith has been de-

tached from the Buffalo and placed on

waiting orders.
Li-it. Commanders A. M. Kni;fht and D.

W. Ciffman. from the Naval Academy to
the War College.

Lientts. J. 'M. Reeves, E. Winship, J. P.
J. Ryan, E. R. Pollack, E. W. Bush and E.
1.. 1DeLancy have been ordered to Newport
for instruction in torpedoes and electricity.

Inspection of Batteries.
The War Department has issued a set of

regulations for the inspection of all bat-
teries or emplacenients turned over to the
artillery and of all appliances pertaining
thereto which may be transferred to the
artiilervy arm f-r its use or care. The order
is issued mainly for the instruction of the
new artillery officers and minutely de-
scribes their duties.

Mr. Morgan Leaves London.
LONDON, May 15.-J. Pierpont Morgan

started for Paris this morning. At his
firm's London house it is stated that no one
there has any definite information as tc
Mr. Morgan's future movements. but it is
expected he will return to Aix-les-Bains.

Musicians Elect Ofmlcers.
DENVE.t, Col., May 15.-At the conven-

tion of the American Confederation of Mu-
sicians the following officers were elected:
President, Joseph M. Webber of Cincin-
nati; secretary, Owen Miller of St. Louis;
treasurer, Otto Ostendorf of St. Louis; first
vice president. George Nachman of Balti-
more: second vice president. Frank Spiegel.
Denver; third vice president, John Thobe,
Peoria; fourth vfee president, L. G. Bierie,
Syracuase.

i
Steamushiip Alaskan Laonched.

SAN FECANI'S'O. May 15.--The Alaskan.
the largest merchant steamship ever built
..n the Pacific coast, has been successfully
Ianunehed from ,the yard of the Union iron

Admiral Sehiey's Son Better.
NWY' .RK. May 1.-The condition 01

Dr. Winfield Scott Schley, the son of Real
Admiral Schley, is said to show improve.
ment today.
.lanmes A. Herne. the alctor, who is siel

at his home, continues to improve, and hii
physieians say he has a good chance of re
covecry.

Five Perished on the Padncah.
ST. L.O'IS, May 15.-Developments shot

that not more than five lives were lost It
the wreck of the steamer City of Paducal
in the Mississippi river Sunday night. 0.
the seven persons reported missing all bul
line, a white fireman, have appeared a
the office of the packet company in thu
city.

Fire at Woodsv-iile, N. Hf.
WO0OUSVILLE, N. H., May 15.-Properti

In the business section of Woodsville, val
tued at about $61\000l, was destroyed by firi
early today. Among the burned building:
were Music Hall and Odd Fellows' block.

Admitral Bridge in New York.
NEW YORK. May 15.--Vice Admiral Si

('yprian Bridge. K.C.B., and staff, en rout
to the China station to relieve Admira
Seymour, reached this city today on boar.
the steamer Oceanic from Liverpool.

Maehtints Strike at Seattle.
SEATTLE, Wash., May 15.-The machin

ists' strike is in full swing in Seattle, thi
men in seveni factories having gone out
They demand a nine-hour work day, witi
the same pay as now, working ten hourt
per day. The patternmakers, molders ant
blacksmiths wilt go out Monday, If no
sooner. Their demands are similar to thee
of the machinists. The hoilerm~akerithreaten to strike June 1 for a nine-hou-
day at the old rate of pay..

Mr. Ihi ia Consatose Condition.
GRAND RAPIDS. Mich., May 15.--Edwii

F. Uhi still lingers in a comatose conditios,

ANENT CHINA'S OFFER

Foreign Ministers at Pekin Differ as
to Terms.

ONE SAYS IT IS RIDICULOUS

Thinks the Powers Should Exact
the Last Centime.

VIEWS OF SOME OTHERS

PEKIN, May 15.-The foreign ministers
refuse to allow themselves to be quoted for
publication regarding the Chinese govern-
ment's answer to the Indemnity demand.
but three of them gave expression to their
personal views of the matter.
One of these said he never expected the

Chinese to agree to the demand without
arguing even had the total been only ten
millions. He considers the Chinese offer
of 15,00.(KKI tacls annually for thirty years
absurd and ridiculous, and thinks the re-

quest that 7.iNH1,@0 be given them from the
foreign customs borders upon insolence.
The powers', he believes, will make a mis-
take if they do not exact the utmost cen-

time.
Another says no matter what China says

whatever the powers decide upon will have
to be agreed to eventually.
A third expresses himself as satisfled

that a majority of the powers will agree
to reduce the demands in accordance with
China's ability to pay.

Important Point Involved.
BERLIN, May 15.-officials here, discuss-

ing the answer of the Chinese peace com-

missioners, say the fact of prime signifi-
cance therein is that the commissioners
agree to the indemnities as demanded, and
the withdrawal of the troops can now pro-
ceed forthwith, but that not all the for-
eign forces will be withdrawn at once.
The Chinese proposition to raise the Im-

port and export dntie(s will probably be ac-

e.'pted, since the only other possibility of
increasing China's revenues is the reform
of the liken duties, which tlt powers par-
ticularly wish to avoid, btc.alse it would
require too much Imixing in the internal
affairs of I'hina. Fiirther international con-
trol over the customs will be unnecessary
beyond Sir Robert IIrt's.
The prolongation of the payments to

thirty years will probably lie accepted,
Germany appears favorably disposed
the reto.
The request for a reduction of the in-

deninities will still be discussed by the
ministers at Pekin. who must first get the
instructions of their goivernments. It is
anticipatel liure that olter nations will
make stronger obijections to a reduction
than Germany. which appears to be willing
to reduce the amount if it is sei n China is
unable to pay all.

(OL. SUT ER'S NEW DLTIES.

Ordered to New York as President of
Engineers' Hoard There.

On the recommendation of Gen. Gillespie,
chief of engiieers, Col. (I'harles R. Suter
has been relieved from duty at Boston, in
charge of the rier and harbor works in
that vicinIty, and ordered to take station at
New York city. I-, has recently been as-

signed to duty as president of the board of
engineers, president of the board on New
York harbor lines and president of the en-

gineer examining board at New York. Maj.
William S. Stanton, Corps of Engineers,
has been ordered to assinue charge of the
<hities at Boston heretofore discharged by
Coi.l Suter, but will not relinquish his pres-
ent duties under the Treasury Department
as engineer of the first and second light-
house districts.

LARCE RESIDENCE SITE.

Represents an Aggregate Outlay of
$93,752.

Another spacious residence site has just
been purchased. The ground adjoining on

the east the home of the Misses Patten,
on Massachusetts avenue between 21st
street and Florida avcnue, has been sold.
It forms a part of the lawn in the midst
of which the Patten house stands, and it is
understood that the Misses Patten have
sold it to Mrs. Lars Anderson. The front-
age of the ground, which comprises two
lots, is 140 feet, with an average depth of
about 174 feet, and contains 24,039 square
feet.

It is stated that the price paid was $3.90
per square foot, which foots up a total of
$0,752. The purpose of the new owner, It
is understood, is to erect a handsome resi-
dence there for her own use.

COMMANDER ROPER'S FlnERAL.

Navy Ofmlers Will G~o Over "to An-
napolis to Attend Services.

The funeral of the late Lieutenant Com-
mander Jesse M. Roper, who met a hero's
death while gallantly aiding in the rescue
of some of his sailors dunring a fire aboard
the gunboat P'etrel, in Manila harbor, some
time ago, will take place at Annapolis to-
morrow at 2:30) o'clock, Lieutenant Com-
mander Roper was one of the most popular
officers in the naval service, and was uni-
versally beloved by his fellow ofhicers and
enlistedl men whom he commanded. He
was for a considerable part of his career
in the nary an instructor at the Naval
Acadesmiy, and it is expected that the entire
corps of cadets now at the academy will
participate in the funeral ceremony, Quite
a number of naval officers on duty In
Washington will go to Anna'polIs to attend
the obsequies.
The pallbearers will be Commander Col-

vocoresses, Prof. Henderson, Lieutenant
Commander V. L. Cottman, Lieutenant
Commander Edmund B., Underwood, Lieu-
tenant Commander Charles E. Fox and
Lieut. Charles D. Galloway of the navy
and Colonel Carter and Major Hodgson of
the army.

-

ROSTAND MAY COME HERE.

French Dramatist Ha. Now AdditIonal
Reason to Visit This Country.

it Is possible that Edmond Rostand, the
noted French dramatist, may visit Amer-
lca during the stay in this country of his
sister, Madame de Margerle, the wife of
the new first secretary of the French em-
bassy. Rostand has been quite ill of late,
but when seen In Paris just before Mr. de
Margerie started for Washington. he was
quIte recovered and was busily engaged ona new play for Madame Biernhardt. He ex-
pressed an earnest wish to come to Amner-ica, and it is hoped that his inclinatioa will
take definite form at a later day.

TRANSPORTS REACH MANILA.
Adjutant General Corbin Receives a

Message Fronm Gen. MacArthar.
Adjutant General Corbin received a cable

message from General MacArthur this af-
ternoon saying that the transport Logan
arrived at Manila yesterday and that the
transport Kilpatrick arrived there on the
12th Instant,
A portion of General MacArthur's dis-

patch was withheld from the public for
the present, and there is an impression that
It contains some reference to the alleged

RECIPROCTY WITH CUBA

SUBJECT OF CONFERENCES AMONG

OFFICIALS.

Senator Platt of COnneCtieut Mas a

Long Talk With Acting See

retary Kill.

Senator Platt of Connecticut. Who is
chairman of the Senate committee on Cu-
ban relations, had a long informal talk to-
day with Dr. Hill, acting secretary of state,
on the general subject of the Cuban situa-
tion. The senator is here on other busi-
ness, but being much interested in the
Cuban question, visited the State Depart-
ment and the insular bureau of the War
Department to talk over the situation with
reference to present and possible future
conditions. Yesterday he had a long talk
on the subject with Col. ldwards, chief of
the insular bureau.
The most important matter discussed at

these interviews-and that only in a tenta-
tive and anticipatory way-was the ques-
tion of reciprocity with Cuba, which may
be expected to follow after the Platt con-
ditions have been adonted by the Cuban
constitutional convention and an independ-
ent Cuban republic has been established.

An, information leads to the conchision
that the Platt conditions will be adopted
without equivocation or avoidance, and it
is regarded as practically a necessity to
Cuba that some cofcessions he made to
her in the matter of tariff duties on sugarand tobaceo, in return for which this gov-
ernment nay receive trade advantages of
value to our commerce with the island.
This matter will come up for consideration
by Congress. probably either through a
treaty being reported to the Senate by the
executive or through a recommendation to
Congress for special legislation.

It is a matter requiring delicate dlsertln-
ination to give Cuba a concession on the
sugar tariff which will be of advantage toher in competition with the German sugarwithout injuring the beet sugar producersof this country. The resistance of the
sugar and the tobacco interests has to be
mt in attempting to enter into reciprocitywith Cuba in a manner to be of any advan-
tage to the island.

IMPROVING 'HE POTOMAC

GOOD PROGRESS IN DREDGING THE

RIVER.

Practical Completion of the Emtank-
ments on the Reclaimed Area-De-

posits Left by Freshet in April.

Colonel Allen, the engineer officer in
charge of the improvement of the Potomac
river, has made a report to General Gil-
lespe, chief of engineers, in regard to the
progress of the work in his charge.
Dredging operations in the Potomac were
conducted with good results during the
past month by the contractors, the Atlan-
tic, Gulf and Pacific Company. The work of
dredging the Washington channel was com-
pleted on the 25th ultimo, and Colonel Al-
len says there is now a good channel, 40)
feet wide and twenty feet deep. betiveen
the Long bridge and the junction of the
Washington and Virginia channels.
The embankments on the reclaimed area

for retaining material dredged from the
channels are praetically completed. The
work was retarded somewhat during the
latter part of last month by high wilids and
a freshet in the river. The freshet reached
its maximum height about 11) o'clock on the
morning of April 22. At that time the sur-
face of the water was about 7.7 feet above
mean low tide at the Aqueduct bridg-, 6.7
feet at Easby's Point and 6.5 feet at the
Long bridge.
Col. Allen says that no seripus damage

was done to property by the fresbet, but
that soundings show that a large amount
of material was deposited by it on the bar
in the Virginia channel above the Long
bridge.
Now that the improvement of the Wash-

ington channel has been completed the con-
tractors have directed their entire atten-
tion to dredging the Virginia channel of
the river above the Long bridge, where
work was discontinued about a year ago.Dredging operations have also been re-
sumed in the lower Potomac at Matta-
womnan shoal, but the work there has been
delayed slightly by high winds, &c. The
necessary lines have been laid out and the
lumps and ridges left in the channel at the
close of last season's work are being re-
moved.

Progress on Warships.
The latest monthly statement of the

status of warships under construction
shows a remarkable advance in the sub-
marine torpedo boats. Three of them, the
Adder, Grampus and Pike, are half com-
pleted, while three others are one-third fin-
ished. This gives promise that they will
be entirely complete within the next four
months. Of the battle ships the Missouri
and Maine have made most rapid progress,
advancing 5 per cent each. This makes
the Maine just one-half completed. Of the
protected cruisers the D~es Moines and the
Galveston each have advanced 5 per cent
and the Cleveland 3 per cent. The last-
named ship is now considerably more than
one-half completed. Of the new monitors
the Arkansas is more than one-half com-
pleted.

Mov-ements of Naval Vessels.
The Massachusetts has arrived at the

New York navy yard. The Scorpion has
arrived at Greenville, Miss. The Indiana
has left Hampton Roads for Annapolis.
The Solace left Honolulu May 3 for Guam.
The Iris has left Yokohama for Hong
Kong. The Dolphin arrived at the New
York navy yard this mnorning and sailed
for Tompkinaville later on in the day.

Boston Navy Yard Imjproveinents.
The Navy Department has awarded the

contract for the new power dhbuse .at the
Boston navy yard to T. G. MeCamery of
Utica, N. Y., at $42,000. This is th~e first
of the fine new buildings for construction
purposes at .the Boston yard.

Commander Belknap's Oners Nevok-
ed.

The orders of May 9 detaehig Colemand-
er C. Belknap from duty as presidnt of
examining board at the Washington navy
yard and ordering him to the war college
for instruction have been rmrked.

'Personal Men tien..
Mr. Charles C. Glover sallas torrow

from New York for Europe, wifere he ex-
pects to spend the summer.-

Gen. Van Reypea Desigasted.
Surgeon General Van Reypen of the navy

has designed Medical Director Bloodgood
to represent the navy at the meeting of the
American Association of'uilitary Surge'ons
at St. Paul. on May 27, nd at the Amneri-
can Medical Association iaeetittg at Sti.Paul on June 4.

Pestage Staarp Isatated.-
.Edwin C. Madden, asast t pet-
master general, ligs infdenisd tbht
the plan inaugurated I hil @f selling
postage stamps in bo~~gbeen adopted
by the postal admi ofa 'Austria-Hungary.-J

MURDER OR SUICIDE

Mysterious Death of Census Office
Clerk in Hotel Room.

HORRIBLE DISCOVERY THIS NORNING

Shots Fired at Midnight and Wo-
man Seen on Fire Escape.

DETECTIVES INVESTIGATING

James Seymour Ayres. twenty-one years
old, who was employed as a clerk In the
census office and was a resident of Port
Austin, Mich., was found dead in his room

in the Kenmore Hotel on North Capitol
street, near the Capitol, about 8:30 o'clock
this morning. His body was in a cramped
position on the floor near the window, his
head being in a pool of clotted blood. A
revolver that had been dropped on a trunk
near the window contained three empty
shells and as many cartridges. One of the
missing missiles from the cartridge shells
had entered the unfortunate man's left leg.
another the left arm and the third one

penetrated his breast in the region of the
heart.
Coroner Nevitt examined the body and

concluded, from the nature of the wounds
in the leg and arm, that the shots may
have been fired by some person other than
the victim, and, although the case was re-

ported as one of' suicide, he thought it
might develop into one of murder. In ad-
dition to the location of the wounds men-
tioned blood stains were found on the fire
escape in front of the building, and a

neighbor declared he had seen a woman
descend the lire tscape shortly after the
shots were fired.

It is believed to have been about 2
o'clock when the fatal wounds we*re re-
ceived, and although several persons in
the hotel heard the reports of the weapon.
and heard the occupant of the room Cr'V
"Help," none of them went to his assist-
ance or followed up the investigation
enough to ascertain that a life had been
taken. About breakfast time the episole
of the early morning was mentioned. and
then Policeman Brady of the sixth pre-
cinct was summoned. le found the door
of the Ayres room locked and the key on
the inside. Without waiting to pick the
lock he forced open the door, and the
ghastly sight was revealed. On the trink
where the revolver was found there was
an old musk t. but this weapon did not ap-
pear to be loaded.

Theory of Suicide.
Policeman Brady and several guests of

the hotel felt satisfied that the young man
had committed suicide, although they as-

signed no motive. It was stated that ht
had attended the dental school of 'olum-
bian University and had been considerably
worried about his examination. He was In
excellent spirits when he retired last night,
It is stated, and those who saw him about
midnight declare he was in no frame of
mind likely to cause him to take his own
life.
When the doubt was raised as to the

young man having committed suicide. Pre-
cinct Detective Williams was sent for, and
Inspector Boardman detailed a number (of
his detectives on the case, among them hv-
ing Detectives Weedon. Parham, Home.
Flather, Peck. Bauer and Trumbo. When
they reached the hotel the body and +f-
fects of the dead man had been re.movt d
from the room on the fourth floor to the
morgue, and the superintendent of the
morgue had taken the weapon with him.
The revolver was sent for by Lieut. Moore,
and examined by the detectives. It is a
Harrington & Richardson .32-caliber wea-
pon, the ownership of which is a matter of
Interest to the detectives.
The barrel of the weapon was smeared

with blood, while the handle was perfectly
clean. There were also bloodstains on the
trigger. One of the officers ventured the
opinion that the appearance of the weapon
indicated it had been grabbed by the vic-
tim while it was in the hands of another
person, the former having obtained pos-
session of it after a wound had been tin-
flicted, and had gtten blood on his hands.
Inspector Boardman has the pistol in his
custody at headquarters.
Incidents Preceding the Shootinic.
Ayres, the detectives learned, did not re-

turn to his room last night until after mid-
night, and his conduct indicated he had
been drinking, although Mr. James Burns
of the government printing office, who left
him In his room about the hour stated, de-
clares he was sober. Mr. J. V. Wiggins of
Texas, who is a clerk In the Treasury De-
partment, and who occupies a room in the
hotel, says be was in his room writing let-
ters about 12:30 o'clock this morning when
he heard Burns or Ayres call "Hello, Wig-
gins!" Mr. Wiggins left his table, and when
he reached the door the men were on their
way in the direction of Burn's room. Mr.
Wiggins is preparing for some litigation over
oil lands in Texas, and he remarked to his
callers: "i'm burning midnIght oil."' H-e
told them about the letters he had ben
writing, and after shaking hands with him
several times, his callers left.
James Burns says he left Ayres In the

latter's room about 12:30 o'clock, but Ayres,
it Is believed, left the room after Burns de-
parted, for he was seen on the ground floor
as late as 1 *clock.
"He had everything to live for," Burns

remarked to the officers. "He had passed
his examination and had packed his effects
to move today to a club house on L street."
His trunk and telescope,- It was later

learned, had been but partially packed.
Heard Piatol Shots.

Among the several persons in the house
who heard the reports of the pistol shots
was Mr. R. P. Hopkins.
"I heard three shots fired in rapid suc-

cession," he said to a Star reporter, "and
I left my room to make Inquiries. I saw
what I thought was a man's head on the
lire escape at the window of Ayre's room,
but it turned out to be a skull."
Mr. Hopkins said he was afraid of a fire,

and while at the window he called to some
one below him, asking If there was any-
thing the matter. He repeated the ques-
tion and received the answer:
"I don't see anything here."
The response came In a tone which he be-

lieved to- be that of a woman's voice. Mr.
Hopkins returned to his room and his son.
who occupied a room in the front part of
the building, accompanied him, the latter
afraid to remain in his own room.
A number of young ladles in the hotel

also heard the pistol shots, but they were
afraid to leave their rooms or make an
outcry.
.
James Mahoney, a fireman at the Con-

gressional Library, Informed the detectives
that he passed the hotel about ten min-
utes past 12 o'clock and saw several young
men at the door.~They were swearing, he
said, and seemed to be angry about some-
thing.
Regarded a. Iinportant Wita.
The most important witness found by the

detectives was Mr. 'I'homas M. Baker, a
clerk In the office of the fish commissioner,
who boards at the houfe of Mrs. Lancas-
ter, adjoining the Kenmnore.
In conversation wIth a Star reporter Mr.

Baker said he was aroused by hearing loud
talking and laughing In front of the Ken-
pre about midnight, but he paid. no atten-
tn to the noise.
"About 2 o'clock," he said, "I was awake

and heard two shots fired in rapid auceg-
slon, but did not hear the third shot,"
He said his bed-was not more than four

reaching the window to ascertain. if pos-sible, what the shooting was about. He
saw somebody on a floor lower than where
he was, and he asked:
"What's wrong down there?"
When he had repeated the question he

got the answer:
"'Tve heard some pistol shots."
'Mr. Baker says he rt mained at the win-

dow from three to five minutes to watch
for developments.
"While watching I saw a form come from

a window on the fourth floor and descend
the fire escape leisurtly to the second
nloor."
"Was the form that of a man or wo-

man?" he was asked.
"I am positiv: it was that of a woman.

he answered. "The woman was in her
night robe and stocking feet. She used
her left hand on the rail of the fir" es-
cape and held up her gown with her right
hand. Wi'hen she reached the veranda at
the second story she entered a room."
The room indicated by Mr. Baker was

vacant, but the window was open and a
person might' easily have passed through
the room to the hall and gained access to
any part of the building. Mr. Baker thinks
he may have been aroused by the report of
the first shot fired.
On the landing of the fire escape the de-

teetives found several blood spots. one of
them being nearly six feet from the win-
dow of Ayres' room. There was nothing
about the spots to cause the belief that
blood had spurted from the window to the
distant point. and it is believed it dropped
fr-m the garments of the person seen to
leave the room by Mr. Baker.

Blood Prints Found.
On the wall in the hall of the hotel annex

on the fourth floor the detectives found
what appear to be blood prints. One place
indirates a finger print, while in other
la-ss the suplpised stains appear as if they
were made by a bloodstained gar.nent com-

ing in contact with the wall. Rooms near
thesstains were searched, but no blood-

stained clothing was f, und.
It was intimated by people in the hotel

that the victim had had a love affair
which ended in this morning's tragedy.
(<3lsts of the hote-I say he was popular
with women, a.d it wis st atd he had had
st-eV ral quarrels ior misunderstandings with
.some of the-m. During the sssion of 'on-
gress. his friends say. he was att+-ntive to
a daighter of a represtntative in C'ongress
froi Michigani. He had attended many
dal ''s given at the h.otel during the past
season. andi as lat+ as !ast night he was
one of a small party that enjoyed an hour
or tw-o of dancing.
When th- body realhed the morgue Cor-

onur Nevitt made a miore careful examina-
tion. to get the exaec locat ion of the three
bui.llets. The wound in the left hip he
foaund had taken a forward and inward

urse. the bullet having entered from the
Futerside of the hill. The. wound in the

arm was of a similar 'haraeter. and Dr.
N-vitt expresses a doubt that the man
rould have Inflicted such wounds upon
himself, especially the one in the arm. The
only garment on the man was an under-
shirt, and the sleeve of this was hurneil
abou't the elbow. There were also powder
burns about the wound over the heart.

Deputy Coroner's Views.
Assistant District Attorney Semmes and

D.puty Coroner Glazebrtook participated in
the Investigation at the Kenmore this
afternoon. The former had several jho-
tographs taken to assist the government
In the event of an arrest being made. The
deputy coroner went over the ground and
also made an examination of the wounds.
He stated to a Star reporter that the
wcunds, in his opiniop, could not have been
sc-lf-inflicted.
Detective Bauer attached some impor-

tance to the finding of a lady's tn in
Ayres' room. The fan had been torn- in
s.-veral pieces and the officer thinks it was
broke-n during a struggle with a woman.
It was evident that the fan had been
broken recently. There is no question in
the minds of most of those engaged in the
investigation that a woman was in the
r' .am last night. The ide-ntity of this wo-
man i. the question the police are now
anxious to solve.
Mrs. Warlield, wife of the proprietor,

thinks Ayres was cleaning his revolver and
it was accidentally discharged. This In-
jury, she thinks. gave him so much pain
that he ended his life. Another theory ad-
vaneed is that a woman in the room at-
templlted to prevent him from killing him-
sitf and in the struggle for the possession
of the weapon the wounds in the leg and
arm were inflicted. At a late hour this
afternoon no arrest had been made.
The father of the deceased, J. S. Ayres,

sr.. liv~s at Grand Rapids. Mich., having
moved there a short time ago from Port
Austin. He is in the insurance business.
His first wife, the mother of the deceased,
died several years ago. The father has
been notified by wire of the tragedy. An
aunt of the deceased. it is stated. lives in
this city. Coroner Nevitt has decided to
hold an inquest Friday morning.

Arany Orders.
Capt. M. J. Henry, commissary, recently

appointed, now at San Francisco. has been
ordered to this city for duty at the Wash-
ington barracks.
Capt. F. S. Dutton, commissary, recently

appointed, has been assigned to duty at
Fort Monroe, Va.
A general court-martial has been ap-

pointed to meet at West Point, N. Y., today
for the trial of such prisoners as may be
brought before It. Maj. C. B. Hall, 2d In-
fantry, is president and First Lieut. F. H.
Pope. 2d Cavalry, is judge advocate of the
court.
Capt. H. C. Clark, 2-4th Infantry, has been

placed on the retired list on account ot
disabilities.
Capt. W. W. Harts, corps of engineers,

at Fort Totten, N. Y., has been ordered to
Boston and vicinity to inspect certain mu-
nicipal improvements.
Capt. W. L. Geary, commissary, has been

assigned to dutty at San Francisco.
Major E. E. Hardin, 7th Infantry, has

been assigned to duty In the department of
California.
Capt. WV. 0. Cutliffe. assistant surgeon,

1U. S. Y., has been relieved from duty In
Porto Rico and ordered to Manila, P. 1.,
for assignment to duty.
Capt. WV. J. Watson, 40th Volunteer In-

fantry, has been ordered to Fort Leaven-
worth, Kan., for examination to fix the ex-
tent of the disabilities receiv'ed by him
while In the military service.
Capt. John R. Lynch. paymaster U. B. A..

has been honorably discharged as major
and additional paymaster U. S. V. only.
Lieut. W. C. Gardenhire, recently pro-

moted from the ranks, has been assigned
to the 15th Cavalry.

Personal Mention.
Capt. T. V. Walker, Company C, 4th Bat-

talion, D. C. N. G., who has been sick for
the past month, is now able to resume his
place in the Post Office Department.
Rev. W. E. Parson, D.D., of this city

has accepted the Invitation to deliver the
annual sermon to the students of Roanoke
College, Salem, Va,, June 9.
Bishop Hurst visited Monticello, the home

of Thomas Jefferson, while on a trip to
Charlottesville, Va., where he spent Sunday
and preached morning and evening in the
pulpit of the University..of Virginia.
John R. Procter, president of the civil

service commission, is in New York on
official business.
Victor E. Desto has left for a two weeks'

trip to New York and Bqaton.
- ..

Rlepairs to the Pout Omee.
Controller Traceweli has ruled, in regard

to the appropriation of ,i,300 for repairs
to the Waslfington post office, that If day
labor is to b~e hired the appropriation will
not be applicable after the close of the
present fiscal year.

Cmnnisasy at Washington Dam-meka,
Capt. Maorton J. Henry, cmmmaamey. re-

cently appointed, stationed at Philadelphia,
has been ordered to this city for duty s
co.misa... at the weahingtn ba..rak.

FOR COAST DEFENSE
Chain of Torpedo Boat Headquarters

to Be Established.

NAVAL BOARD LEAVES FORTHE SOUTH

Members Will Consider Best Points
to Be Selected.

LARGE FLOTILLA COMPLETED

The m'mbers of the naval board ap-
pointed to devise a scheme of practical
usefulness for the torpedo flotilla rapidly
nearing completion left today for l'.nsa-
cola, Fla., where they will hold a meeling
Saturday mrning and consider the
establishment of a series of tor-
pedo headquarters along the g;lf
and Atlantic coast. Although the
plan is still in embryo, It is now pravically
decided to begin with the establishment of
three main divisions; one along the ,north
Atlantic at some central point. say N w

London, Cona.; another at a convenient
point on the south Atlantic. probably at iV.rt
Royal, and a third on the Gulf of Meab ',

probably at Pensacola.
Peurpose of time Trip.

These points are merly sugg..ted th.
far, and it is the purllse of the trip to
de termine more definitely what points of-
fr the best facilities as central r ndez% -of
for a group of torpedo ltts. When these
chief v,.ints are located. the purpose is to

graduhliy add other stations contiguous to
the nian points, until there is a li.w of
torpedo boat stations .xteixtng along the
Atlantic and gulf coast. In tim of p.-are,
these points would serve hiiitiv as yards
and dcpots where the small craft could be
drawn out of water a part of the time.
end in time of war th. y wlldd be part of
the strategic defense of the country. giv-
ing the entire coast protectiion in case 4-f
attack from any une-xpected quaarter.
Many Boats PractIcally Completed.
The statement issued by the Navy Loc-

partam nt y.sterday on the condition of
vessels under construction shows that

thirty more torledo boats and destroyers
wire practically compl-t-d. many of them

being so far advanced that they are under-
geing their final trials. Thes# will all he
ddto the flotilla within the coning
lmnter, and with the large number al-

ready in commission. about fifteen. the tor-

pedo board will dett rmine upon a general
line of policy as to their use. both in tinwo;
of peace and war. Captain Convers.. chair-
man of the hoard, is on.- of the most en-

thusiastic officers in the navy on the value
of the torpedo boat as an adjunct to na aI
service. He looks upon the present fit.-
tilla as the nucleus for a much more ex-
tensive system, and the board has taken
up the subject with a view to develoig
the full resources of that branch of nna a

defense. Associated with him is laieuten-
ant Chandler. at present in chargi- -f the
torpedo branch of naval ordnal 'w.ad
recognized authority on the use of ti'r-
pedo.es in naval warfare.

SAFELV DEMOCRATIC.

What Mr. McCreary %ays of the Bs
Grass Meate.

Ex-Governor McCreary of Kent jcky. f'r-
merly representative ill Congress. arrived
in Washington last evening. lie was choseni
chairman of the state cummittee for the
democratic party and conducted the sue-

cessful campaign in the state last year. the
result being not only that the democratic
governor was elected. but that it was the

only state which Uryan carried with a

conspicuous gain over the vote of *i96. It is
expected that if the democrats carry the
Kentucky legislature this fall Governor
Mcoreary will be chosen to succeed Deboe
in the 'nited Stat'S Senate.
"Do you think that Kentucky can now

be reckoned as a democratic state'" he
was asked by a Star reporter.
"I do," the governor replie4. "The party

is thoroughly organized throughout the
state and is in perfect harmony. At no

time has there been better feeling within
the party. At the 'election this fall I
think we will carry the state by fifteen or

twenty thousand, having a majority in
both branches of the legislature and a

large majority on joint ballot. The legis-
lature then elected will choose a United
States senator."
"Have you observed a tendency in the

south toward the adoption of republican
policies, as indicated in some recent ut-
terances?" was asked.
"My observation does not extend through-

out the south." he replied. '1 know that
in Kentucky the tendeviey is not toward
the adoption of republicanlpolicies. On the
contrary, democratic sentiment is growing
stronger. I observe that this Is true also.
of Alabama. where I am familiar with con-
ditions, and I believe that democratic sen-
timent is growing stronger in the south
generally. The southern people do not be.-
liev'e in high protetion. in coloniz~atin, in
a large standing army. noir in trust.. The
more closely the republican party biecomnes
identified with colonization, as exemplified
in the Philippinen; with the maintenance
of a large standing army. andi with the'
tr usts. the stronger becomes tht- spirit of
democracy in the south. The southern p~eo-
pIe do not believe in these things and cant
have no sympathy with a party which is
identified with them."

INDMCATE A PRKOSPEROt'S (CWTRVU.
Nastiona Bank Reports Subsmitted t.

Controiter Dewe..
The reports of the national banks of the

United States'now coming into the nine
of Controller Dawes, under his call of
April 24, show a prosperous condition
of the country. Assets are larger
than ever, and so are deposits.
From the reports already received
it is evident that the assets of the national
banks of the country April 24 will prove to
have been over $5,8tW40,(0.00, or something
over 164,000,000 more than in February,
when the national banks were required to
make their last statement.
The conditions of the national benars et
New York and Chicago, the two great re-
serv~e centers, are very significant, indi-
cating increases in assets and in individ ual
deposits. The reports of other reserve
cities show similar conditions. The assets
of New York's forty-five banks April 24
were $l.291.i3,9lR.17, an Increase of 56.-
(00,001) over their February condition, while
the individual deposits aggregated SIM,-

13061527.a ginof 138,979,957.51 over Feb~-
ruay. hicgoshows assets of $2H*,9.-

149.20, a gain of 58,443,6l9.OS over February,
and individual depsts of $t16,t69,.l@.66, a
gain of W83i3,432.W over February.

PLANE OF NEW WARSMEVB.
3eeived by the Navy Depar'tmet

Pseon the Cemtreeten
The Navy Department has received the

detailed plans from the contrartera having
most of the new battle ships and armored
eruisers in thou' yards. These incude the
dailsn of the California and Sooth niumena
buadier by the Union tron works; eas of
the Rthode Isiand and Georgia, buing at
Fore River, Mass., and of the Califnenta
and Penngtvania, building by the Crampn.Thes. deea relate to the minute features
of construetlon eomig under t == ==!.-.. f....shed by. the Nr.... n----to--


