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Improvements in Progress at the
Capitol.

LARGE APPROPRIATION BY CORGRESS |
e |
Comfort and Convenience of the

Members Consulted.

i ———
SCENES OF ACTIVITY
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day legisia h e ever exhibited by an
€X] £ p To predict that the
Work can all be completed in time would
ulso s s= difficult as making prophecies
rega he ability of a Congress to clear
Lp itive debris In the same period
of tim re the close of a session.

It has 'y vears since the Capitol
presented as forlorn an interior and exte-
rior. Everything seems to be out of its
proper place. The bills that could not be
passed by Congress seem harder still to
£et by now, as they are stacked in huge

"l-:!e he ecorridors of the Senate wing.
Jooks, des=ks, lounges and chairs are in
sight in directions, while palnters’ seaf-

folds, carpenters’ benches and tile and fron-
workers’ paraphernalla fill the committee
Trooms, cover the roof and are spread on
the gron
Neverth ¢ there is a serene though
very busy individual who will tell you Iif
E'-m are fortunate enough to Intercept him
n his rapid flights from one section of the
work to another that everything will be In
readiness when it is time for the Fifty-
Beventh Congress to assemble. This indi-
vidual {s Mr. Elliott Woods, acting archi-
tect of the Capitol, and it is perhaps with
pardonable pride that he points out the
fnany architectural Improvements which
&re now nearing completion in all parts of
the great buil
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HOLSE

. ZThe last Congress placed at the disposal

OF REPRESENTATIVES,

of the architect of the Capitol considerably
over a4 quarter of a million dollars to be
expended during the recess. The largest
appropriation was of 3152,000 for the recon-
struetion of the roofs of the Supreme
Court chamber and Statuary Hall. For
refurnishing the hall of the House and the
Haouse committee rooms $61,000 was made
available, while the installation of the new
ventilation system for the House was pro-

vided for by an appropriation of $51.200.
The unlimited appropriation which was
made for the copstruction of committee

rooms out of the guarters formerly occu-
pied by the Library of Congress has also
been drawn on for the completion of that
work and for decorating the rooms,
Ventilation of the House.

Of all this work doubtless that which will
be appreclated most 18 the new system of
ventilatlon which has been installed In
the House. The quality of air in the hall
of the house has been a source of constant
complaint on the part of members and the
subject of study on the part of engineers
and architects for vears. In the work just
completed Mr. Woods has had the assist-
ance of Prof. S. H. Woodbridge of the
Doston Institute of Technology, who is con-
sidered the leading authority in this coun-
Iry on matters of this kind. Briefly stated,
the new system comprises two huge air
ducts which lead from the heating appa-
ratus and fans and empty into a white-
tiled vault which extends under the entire
Hoor of the House.

Over this vault Is erected a double wood-

| en floor, the top one being of maple. Smali
| 4pertures are cut ir these floors, over which

the legs of the desks of members will be
placed. These legs are fitted with brass
castings so fashioned that the air cian pass
through openings in them. 1In this way
either warm or cool air can be supplied in
abundance. The glazed tile surface of the
chamber under the floor can be kept spot-
lessly clean and free from dust, and thus
the past unpleasant experience of members
in having dirt from the former dusty con-
creted air chambers blown in their faces
will be avolded.

The smell of heofsteak and onions which
uged to drift in from the House restaurant
through the fresh air duets will also be
lacking, as the air ducts wh®h supplied
these odors have been stopped up. Fresh
air 18 to be suppiied through theg gallery
floors in the same manner, and suction
fins have been so placed above the lat-
ticed ceiling as to draw the impure alr out
at the same rate at which the fresh air is
supplied. In this way it is estimated that
at least three times the amount of alr re-
quired for each occupant of the floor and
gallerfes will be constantly supplied.

Other Honse Improvements.
While the seating capacity of the floor of
the touse has been Increased, the capacity
o!thenllerluhubeendmedbym
seats. This fs caused by the adoption of
the plan to place opera chairs In the gal-

.the two rear corners of the hall.

leries Instead of the continuous benches, as
before,

A revelation is also in store for members
when they step into the cloak rooms under
the galleries. The big, old-fashioned wood
fireplaces have been removed and six small,
modern grates with marble mantles take
their place, The barber shops which accu-
pled the corner cloak rooms on hoth the
republican and demacratic sides are to be
placed in the basement in the room for-
merly used as an employes’ lunch room.
In the new barber shop an eight-foot-high
wooden partition will be all that will sep-
arate the members of the two great par-
ties as they meekly submit to the “pull”
of the political razor.

The House pages., who were formerly pro-
vided with seats and electric enunciators
in the.cloak rooms, will be arranged for in
An elec-
tric push button from each member's: desk
will connect with an enunciator on a table
in each corner, from where the boys will
answer the calls.

Present Stage of the Work.

The present stage of the work In the
House is shown by the photograph. The
new floor is complete, but the desks are
not in place. The new desks are of a dif-
ferent pattern than the old oneg, being con-

gtructed in sections. In the front row two
desks will be joined, and the sections will
increase In length In each row back, until
in the rear row nine desks will be joir-d.
This style of desk has been adopted both
for appearance and economy of space,.

The large panels in the walls of the House
have been redone in gray-figured damask,
The ceillng and skyllghts, which contain
the insignia of i(he states in water color,
have been washed with soap and water,which
has taken off several coats of cigar smoke
and dust and made them as fresh as new.
In the lobby back of the hall of the House
many thousand dollars are being spent in
the redecoration of the ceiling. In these
decorations gold leaf forms the background,
and its lavish use has not been restricted.
Artists are retouching the floral designs
which embellish the corridor between this
lobby and the hall of the House. Several
thousand dollars are being expended in the
decoration of the Speaker's private office,
located at the east end of the members'
lobby. The decorations are being done un-
der the direction of Elmer E. Garnsey, who
is well known for his work in the Library
of Congress,

Rearranging Commitliee Rooms.

By the use of the new committea rooms
which will be made available at the coming
sesslons through the completion of the
work of remodeling the vacant space
left by the removal of the Con-

gresslonal Library, a rearrangement of the
location of the committees of the House has
been accomplished. .In this reassignment
the two important committees, ways and
means and appropriations, have been pro-
vided for handsomely, While each one of
these committees remains in its old locatlion,
additional rooms have been allotted to each.
To do this the office of the sergeant-at-arms
has been removed to the basement floor,
directly under its old quarters. This will
glve the ways and means committee the en-
tire suite of three rooms on the east side of
the House.

The removal of the committee on Fivers
and harbors to the old quarters of the
committee on coinage, weights and meas-
ures gives the appropriation committee a
three-room sulte on the west side of the
House, Both of these suites will be hand-
somely decorated and furnished. In faet,
the frescoe work has been completed in
the rooms of the appropriation committee,
and the new furniture has arrived and
occupies a considerable space in the ro-
tunda, awaiting the representative of the
manufacturer to unpack it.

The naval committee Is to have a three-
room suite in the new section, as will also
the committee on public buildings and
grounds, into whose old room the sergeant-
at-arms has moved. The committee on
coinage, welghts ‘and measures will have a
new room.

The House committee on the District of
Columbia has been han ely provided
for In the new quarters, having been as-
signed to a large and handsomely decorat-
ed room on the southwest corner of the
new section, with windows commanding a
view of Pennsylvania avenue.

The work In the new committee rooms
and also the cor eading to them
has been done in most lavish style. In
order to harmonize with this new construc-

, the main stairway lerding into the
the west of

)

OLD LIBRARY WHERE NEW COMMITTEE ROOMS

ARE.

marble, with marble panelings on the sides,
making it the most attractive Interlor
stairway in the building. The floor
around the air shaft north of the rotunda,
through which that section of the Capitol
was formerly heated, has been relaid in
mosaic. The twoe huge open-air shafts on
each side of the new conference committee
room, which forms the center of the new
construction, have been walled with white
glazed brick. Two new elevators have
been placed for the use of representatives
and senators in the new section, and the
twenty-eight rooms forming this addition
to the committee space of Congress will
virtually form a colony by ‘itself.

Work on the Roof.
The roof work of the Capitol is one of
the important improvements and is costing
more money than any other one section of

the architectural changes. There Is at this
time grave doubt, however, whether this

work will all be completed before Congress
ccnvenes. The delay is on account of the
failure of the contractors for the structural
iron work to fill their contracts. Architect
Woods has a very large file of letters from
the American Bridge Company, which has
the contract for this work, making excuses
for the delay. The steel strike is made Lo
bear the bulk of the burden in this line.
Penalties on the time -atipulation of the
contract are accruing eygry day now, and
atill the iron work necessgry for the re-roof-
ing of statuary hall is not in sight.

A novel way to obtain gevidence regarding
the progress of this work is peing carried
on by Mr., Woods in this connection. He
has dally photographs taken, .showing the
progress of the work. The work on the
Supreme Court roof is f. est along, and
as all the material is atghand for its com-
pletion, the chamber will doubtiess be
ready for occupancy by, the last week In
November. . o

A most interesting part of the work iIn
this connection is the manner in which the
contractors hédve undertgken to reproduce
the ceiling of the Supreme Court chamber.
To do this the ceiling was removed in sec-
tions, Each section was  carefully pre-
served Intact. Two little work shops were
ccnstructed on the ground -adjacent to the
chamber, and in these shops the sections of
ceillng were used as medels and plaster
casts made of them. It is expected that
when these casts are fitted in place the re-
sult wlll be the desired reproduction. How-
ever, the superstructure of the roof is of
iron this time instead of timber, and the
work of reproducing the general contour
has also been a matter of considerable
architctural maneuvering, -

There is as yet only a tempeorary roof
over the new committee rooms, and when
this part of the stmu:g; is completed an-
other floor will be added for which as yet
no use has been designated. This space will
extend over the entire western portion of
the central section of the-building, and both
Senators and representatiyes have suggested
that this would be an ] place to place
the House and Senate urants in one
magnificent establishment; - 5

In Stataary Hall.
A false ceiling of plank has been placed

in Statuary Hall, supported from the roof

Iby_ trestle work, the statues have all been |

boxed, and everything is in readiness for
the work of reroofing the hall. This work,
it has been decided, will be begun as soon
as the iron arrives, and will be carried to
completion without a stop. Mr. Woods es=
timates ‘that the hall will again resume
its normal condition about the middle of
January. While the work Is in progress
all that will be seen of the hall will be a
narrow passageway running through it.
This will be well lighted.
The telephone exchanges of the House
and Senate are being consolidated directly
under the rotunda, thus giving an im-
proved surface to all parts of the bullding.
The only other important piece of work
that is being done at the present time is
the renovation of the Senate document
room and House reference library. The
documents have all been removed from the
former and the books from the latter. New
fireproof shelving and bill cases are being
put in place, and when the work is com-
pleted both the appearance and the safety
of these rooms will be greatly increased.
Very little work is necessary in the Sen-
ate chamber or committee rooms except
general cleaning, and this work is pro-
gressing satisfactorily.
—_———
Falls Church News.
Special Correspondence of The Evening Star,
FALLS CHURCH, "Va., October 19, 1901,
At the meeting of the Royal Helpers
Circle of Kings Daughters of the Presby-
terian Church, held vesterday afternoon,
the following were elected officers for the

ensuing term of six months: Miss Susie
Davison, leader; Miss Bessie Rice, vice
leader; Miss Elizabeth McGowan, secretary;
Miss Lula Mankin, treasurer.,

Mr. E. A, Kimball has commenced the
erection of a residence at East Falls
Church,

The town council has ac
of the Village Improvement iety to do-
nate $25 to mark the street corners, and
haskappropriated a like amount for the
work.

The Ladies’ Aid Society of the Baptist
Church met at the residence of Mrs. W. R.
King, East Falls Church, yesterday after-
noon.

The lookout committee of the Christian
Endeavor Society had special services at
the home of Mr. W. R. Stewart last night.
Talks on the pledge were given by the
president, Mr. Percy Tripp, and secretary,
Mr. W. R. Stewart. Special music was
rendered.

Mr. Geo. C. Birch is preparing to build a
resi(f’qnee on his lot.

Rev, R. A. Davison of the Presbyterian
Church will commence a series of sermons
tomorrow night on the Lord's Prayer. -

Miss Annie Kaufman of Richmond died
Thursday at the Institute for Feeble-Mind-
ed. Her remains were sent to her home for
interment.
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THE LAST OF “BARLEY MOW."

One of the Last of Old Drury Lane's
Fragments to Disappear.
Special Correspondence of The Evening Star.

LONDON, October 5, 1001
When the destruction of the ancient
“Barley Mow™” public house, now in pro-

gress, Is finished one of the last fragments
of Drury lane as it was in the good old
days will have disappeared. This ancient
tavern, forced now to make way for pro-
spective *‘model dwellings™ and other mu-
nicipal Improvements, dates back to the
sixteenth century. When it was first built
its name was more in kKeeping with its sur-
roundings than it is now, for in those davs
the “lane” was a lane, and there were
broad meadows on each side of it, Instead
of faded shaps and dingy lodging houses.
Probably little history was made in the
“Barley Mow" itself—although it was the
scene of many an orgy of the Duke of
Marlborough's roystering swashbucklers
and of their successors—but material for
whole pages was for many a year to be
gathered in its neighborhood. Near by, in
the sixteen hundreds, stood the house of
the Earl of Craven, hero of many a con-
tinental campaign, who was knighted by
Gustavus Adolphus as he lay In his blood
beneath the walls of Creutznach. In the
lane, too, lived the Earl of Ayvlesbury, the
Earl of Stirling and the Marquis of Argyll.
Where now the coster clatters down from
Covent Garden market with his donkev and
his load of cheap vegetables then passed
many a stately coach on its way to the
King's and the Phoenix Theater, Often.
too, the idlers of the “Barley Mow" must
have heard the cries of “Long live the
king,” as Charles II rolled along in state
to the old Drury Lane Theater,
Gwyn was queen of fun.

In those days

men's hands were on their sword hilts as lits crooked alleys.

idan was making a speech at the house of
commons, and when he was interrupted by,
a motion that the session should adjourn,
80 that the honorable members might go
to the fire, made an angry retort and then
wilkedwut of the chamber.,

It was after the fire that fashion began
to desert the lane. After the exodus of

§

In Drury Lane,
the aristocracy the neighborhond got to be
a sort of Grub street, and shabhy wights
with manuscript rolls in hand replaced the

periwigged dandies. At the time of Addi-
son and Steele the street had evidently be-

come what it has been for yvears, a district

where Nell | of ill-repute and of poverty, for the *‘Tat-

ler” tells of outrages having taken place in
A woman by night or a
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