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The Pan-Amerleam Congress.
Here and there in the United States are

appearing some ill-natured newspaper com-

ments on the American delegation to the
Pan-American congress now in session in
the City of Mexico. They are not likely to
injure the delegation, but rather their au-
thors. One wonders at the inspiration. A
fire in the rear always calls for a very
thorough explanation. Why is it that these
gentlemen. who are representing the gov-
ernment at a distance from home and in
circumstances of difficulty, should be as-
sailed in this way by those who instead
should be helping to hold up their hands?
Mr. McKinley's selections for the congress

were cordialy approved at the time of their
announcement. 'They were made after full
advisement, and with due regard to the re-
quirements of the mission. Mr. Davis is a
man of large experience in large affairs.
The leader of the democracy of West Vir-
ginia for years; a senator of the United
States from that state for a full term; a
prime mover in the business policies which
have brought the state to the front in min-
ing and manufactures, he has excellent
equipment for his present duties, and prop-
erly has been made the chairman of the
delegation. Mr. Barret is a diplomat, a lin-
guist, and a man of wide travel. Mr. Pep-
per is an author, a journalist of high repu-
tation. writes and speaks Spanish like a
native, and is familiar with the history and
resources of Latin-America. Mr. Northrop
anD Mr. Foster, if less generally known
than their colleagues, are yet of most ca-
pable quality, and are easily equal to the
work they have been set to do. And so
comes up the question: Why is it that, with
the work of the congress scarcely cut out,
these men should be attacked from the
ranks of their own countrymen?
The desire In the United States is that

this congress achieve a triumph. We are
looking for great benefits from a closer and
'Workable business arrangement with our
southern neighbors. We are in session in
Mexico with them without a single conceal-
ment or reservation as to our purposes.
Our benefits, as we believe, will be their
benefits, and the sum of our hopes is the
general advancement of the western hemi-
sphere. But this project is not agreeable to
Europe. More than one nation across the
water would be glad to see it go up in the
smoke of the after-dinner cigars of the dele-
gates. Nothing would please them better.
Are they maneuvering to bring that about?
Are those American newspapers, with their
types trained on the American delegation
to the congress, playing Europe's game?
Or are they, in a sort of wantonness, mere-
ly hitting heads because for the moment
they are showing above the level of every-
day affairs? If so, why not reserve this
spcrtive energy for other heads? Why at-
tack our public servants while they are
absent on the country's business?

Fed Priees Rising.
It is not a pleasant prospect which con-

fronts the householder of moderate means
as the winter approaches with the prices
of practically all food stuffs rising steadily.
There is scarcely a commodity of table con-
sumption which has not advanced in cost
during.the past three or four months. Fresh
and canned vegetables, all grain products
and meats are still rising. The cause or
the trouble is believed by some to be the
drouth of last summer, which interfered
seriously with the gardens and the grain
fields and pasturage. Potatoes came out
.of the ground in many regions only half a
-crop, while green truck shrank percepti-
bly in volume. On the great western farms
the drouth was a serious affliction. The
corn crop was a total failure in some parts
of the country, and in other parts only a
fraction of a crop was harvested. The cat-
tIe were out of pasturage and were fed on
corn and later on wheat, which happens
to be normally abundant this year. With
wheat going into the mangers naturally the
price is rising in the markets and flour is
becoming more costly. The meat scale has
jumped upward in consequence of the dif-
ficulty of feeding the cattle and the packers
have taken advantage of every shade of
advance to put up their wholesale and re-
tail prices. Butter follows the operation
of the same law and the lack of cheap'grain
foods for the hens has added to the cost
of eggs. There apparently is no way to cope
with such a situation. It cannot be attrib-
uted to the workings of man, but is the di-
rect result of a visitation of nature, The
only remedy for the man in narrow cir'-
cumstances is to be unusually careful of his
expenditures and to reckon upon a possible
further increase in the cost of living this
winter. Fortunately there is an abundance
of work for willing, capable hands, and un-
less a great and unexpected financial de-
pression occurs to check the activity of
the industries the wage-earning capacity
of the people and the conditions of wide-
spread prosperity need not be affected in
the months to come.

There was a time when the sale of a rail-
way indicated disappointment. Now it is
considered pretty good luck to be purchased
by J. Pierpont Morgan.

Somebody has said that the horse show
was essentially Parisian. This will flatter
New York. but it is likely to annoy Paris.

Seth Lew's Blandienas.
Seth Low wBil not have as fair a chance

go redeem the city government of New
York from the misdeeds of Tammanamy as
did Mayor Strong when he entered ofiee
severn years age, and far from as fair a
chance to de good as Mayor Van Wyck
has had to corrupt the municipal admin-
istration. His termn will be for two years,
a year shorter than Strongs, and half as
long as that of Van Wyck. He cannot,
sweep the offices clean to replace the heel-
era with competent men, eh=se= for their
merit, for a civi service iaw has blanketed
the whole city govenent, in some of the
lower ranges of clerical services, with a
mantle of protection. While his juuisgie-
tiorn is much wider than that of St'ong,covering five boroughs instead of two, his
powers are les than Van Wyek hag en-
joyed for the greater part ot his term,owing to the revison of the charter aimed=*
in large part at the checking of the Tam-
manmy -machine. Mr. Iow wiN *nd the
city's limt ot loeisn=e. Pesehed and
ghus evary chnel for extra improvemnents
elosed save by =spec4al =====me antl
economy permits the reducsties et the debt.
The city is new hardened with an ann=.l
interest charge of U5,MM, slane-
quence of the estrvaganee of past eimi-
tetrationa Past of this hurden is due to
the start of the Ureong severamemt to ee
res Taimas~ s=n=m.n, saeea se-
oe, pavime, water amaa nd the like
were long eve . and the 1~e to eateb
up set the b&ig r 3i eait a iaSpif
Isn. n.e pe... Us-aa-- syYea 1er..a ..a. a... ..aaea the

sary expendismes were-bdo N by lavOM
etiayo ulaer the sib of massaiai, Umei
dpwartme1tla0ed an the total of tan
drain was sa appointg lam to the s'I
resessces. Te city is now far from VA
full e"pim-et of schels a farther an
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required if the LOw snm-aameran fullhi
its prim" to the people in this partie
lar. Bt inteafent New TYrk wtB a"

leek so muek to the peetive advanes
achieved during thiee two years as a ens
ure of the morn of the flsion gSersw
meat. as to the Corrective preemes Wf
are to be invoked. If in two years the
reformers can clease the police depurtmet
of the 'grafterm e.tablish a right relation
between the law and the law-breakAr,
send to prison nme of the most notorious
of the corruptionfsts and so demonstrate
that a public ofice may still be regarded
seriously as a public trust and not a pri-
vate -nap, they will have .justilled their
election and stimulated thq cause of de-
cency. If meanwhile they can keep the
ordinary 'expenses of the city at a fairly
'low point without crippling any pt the pub
lie agencies, while making some headway
against the tide of new necessities, .New
York will have been vastly benefited by the
deed as well as the example;

Im.
The Coemmisener of Pensions.

Secretary Hitchcock in his annual report
pays the following handsome and deserved
tribute to the Conmisoner of Pensions:
"The report of Commaoner Evans

should be carefully read by his country-
men in order that they may properly un-
derstand the great responsibilities of his
office and the exceeding diMculties which
he has encountered In faithfully discharg-
ing its duties. He has no option, and should
have no desire, to do otherwise than con-
form to the plain direction of the law in
the disbursement of the enormous appro-
priation made for the payment of pensions.
The veterans have no more sincere friend
than their comrade, the commissioner, who
himself served as an enlisted man In the
armies of the Union; and he but maintains
and defends the honor of their patriotic
service when, refusing to Ignore both the
letter and spirit of the law, he declines to
permit the Impostor, whether claimant or
agent, to share in the bounty which Is pro-
vided for the veteran and those dependent
upon him."
After they had failed to shake his reso-

lution about conducting his own office, the
opponents of Mr. Evans started a report
that he did not enjoy the full confidence of
either his immediate chief, the Fecretary
of the Interior, or the President. He was
merely tolerated by them. Both would be
glad to see him retire, but neither was in
position to give him a shove. The President
particularly was embarrassed by finding
that he had put the interests of his old
comrades in arms into the hands of a man
so little In sympathy rith them and their
claims upon the government. How many
people were deceived by this yarn has
never ascertained, but from the Industry
exhibited in its circulation its Inventors
seem to put a good deal of store by It.
Mr. McKinley months before his death

put his foot upon it so far as he was con-
cerned. He not only resisted every effort
to have him diamis. Mr. Evans from
office, but he lost no opportunity to testify
to his faith in Mr. Evans' personal and
oMcial integrity, and to signify his ap-
proval of the record then being made in the
pension bureau. There were some threats
last year of losses at the polls, but the
President did not dignify them with serious
notice. He stood by Mr. Evans, and the
country stood by him.
Of course there was quite as little to the

yarn as It involved Secretary Hitchcock.
He gave his confidence to Mr. Evans, as
the President did, and sustained him right
along, and now, in the most cordial and
emphatic form; publicly applauds his con-
duct of the pension bureau.
There has been a lull in the warfare

against Mr. Evans, partly as the result of
the Buffalo tragedy, and partly. hy reason
-of the defeat of his bitterest.oppenents at
the grand encampment at Cleveland In
September. It is to be hoped it may never
be renewed; but If it Is, the continued sup-
port of the Commissioner of Pensions by
his superiors in office Is reasonably Within
expectation. A full eight years of his ad-
ministration of that Important and difficult
post would be of great benefit to the coun-
try, and go a long way toward making it
impossible for the bureau ever again to fall
back Into the old rut when mefn looked to
the list of pension claimants and then at
the Treasury Department and fervently ex-
claimed: "God help the surplus!"

fm Service at Last.
The Lydecker tunnel pouring water into

the Howard University reservoir is a sight
to gladden the heart of every Washing-
tonian. This spectacle has been a long
time materializing. It has cost a vast sum
to permit It. The mistakes committed In
the process have been In some respects In-
structive, The tunnel has taught at least
that it is unsafe for an army officer to su-
pervise a great underground construction
from the vantage point of a clubhouse
window. It has demonstrated that when
contractors have a good chance they are
prone to skimp their work and that work-
men do not like the dark and dampness
of subterranean jobs well enough to en-
courage them to take particular pains save
under the sharpest observation. There are
some financial demonstrations in the record
as well, chief of which Is that the govern-
ment is not averse to saddlng the District
with an unjust debt which represents the
Incompetence of its own agents. However,
the tunnel is working and the water supply
of the city will soon be materially Increased
thereby. When the filtration basins about
to be established at the reservoir have been
installed Washington will at last be given
not only abundant but clear water, for
which It has been striving for many years.

It seems a pity to forget thus completely
about the woman who went over Niagara
Falls in a barrel. She took a serious risk,
and many others have In the same way at-
tained profitable and lasting notoriety. It
seems a little unjust to discriminate be-
cause her sex prevents her from opening
a saloon in New York.

The current histories may not be fully
satisfactory. But they will be valuable for
the wealth of the detail they put into the
hands of the real historian who will go to
work in a -strictly unblassed and profes-
sional spirit a generation or so hence
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When It comes to a mere matter' of In-
tribmic value, name of the Americans In
attendance at the coronation will display
tiaras that will make the oficial crown
look like a barbain-counter product.

The kaiser's ancestors were very- mauch
interested In fighting, although but few of
them had time to equal their illustrious
descendant in- literary and oratorical con'
tributions on the subject.

The bank deposits in Kansas are esti-
mated at nearly 10 for every person In
the stat. The reerganisatton of the popu-
list party may be regarded as Indefinitely
postponed.
There might be some benefit In a dimus-

fMon by Fournier and Santos Dumont of
which is the most dangerous to life and
limb, the automobile or the dirigible bal-

Frank James. the ex-bandit, is to go on
the stage. He ought not to act. He ought
to charge two or three dollars a seat for
the show and stay In the box office.

Whether long or short, the President's
message Is likely to be one of the most
discussed documents of its kind In the his-
tory of the country.

9 I 0
Don't laugh at the children for writing

letters to Santa Claus. Some grown peo-
ple write letters in answer to green goods
advertisements.

Unless the Bulgarian brigands conduct
their affairs with discretion they may be
brought face to face with a total slump in
the market.
The President has received a great deal

of advice. He will presently reciprocate and
deliver some to Congress.

- a 1

Pat Crowe appears to think that the way
to make the bandit business pay is to keep
it well advertised.

China will, of course attribute the, ex-
clusion agitation here to the influence of
a laundry trust.

SHOOTING STARS.

Timidity.
"Don't you love children?'
"Some children." answered the man who

is slightly bald.
"But don't you love children as a ruler'
"No. I once taught school. I don't love

them. I fear them."

Haman Vanity.
Don't Imitate the turkey's strut,
Because he has you beat.

You may be quite as handsome, but
You aren't good to eat.

"Some folks," said Uncle Eben, "is so
wrapped up in riches dat dey 'pears to
'spise politeness 'cause it don't cost nuf-
fin'."

Conseientieus.
"So you won't chop the wood?'
"No, lady," answered Meandering Miae

in a tone of deep sorrow. "I'm- a kdepto--
maniac. rm afraid I might steal some
of it."

A Modest Explanation.
"How did you attain the reputation of

being witty and satirical?" inquired the
methodical person.
"It was quite accidental," answered Miss

Cayenne. "On two or three occasions I in-
advertently said something which left my
friends no alternative except to laugh or
get angry. And they were too polite to do
the latter."

The Reward of Patience.
Old Bill Jones,
He ,used to kick

An' never worked
A single lick.

An' Hiram Smith
Worked night an' das

An' never had
A word to say.

When workin', Bil
Seemed at a lous,

An' so they had
To make him boss.

.An' Hiram, he
Works with a will.

A tryin' hard
To please 01' Bill.

Dieluman Deerations at Star e..e
From the Weahtuton Post.
The lunette decorations by Mr. FrederickDielman, president of the New York Acad-

emy, have been placed in the business of-fice of The Evening Star and make this
one of the most ornate and at the sametime dignified and entirely tasteful officesin America. Mr. Dielman has done hiswork with great skill and, with The Star.is to be congratulated upon a success whichartists and laymen may alike enjoy. Thisis a triumph of utility and art which re-flects great credit upon the capital city.

I I
If Pens Were Spades.

From the kirneapolis 'limes.-
If pens were spades, the Isthmus wouldhe all dug up by this time.

Smoeke Waste.
From the Indianapolia News.
A dense smoke indicates that fuel is be-.lng wasted. Learn how to burn the coal.

Tre=6tese of the ViEte.
Promn the Nashvfie Banser.
Mayos-eleot Low is besteged by reform.-er's who want- to hei do the refom inI
go etat emee

The Ueb-OsU De1mi.
Froma the 3.m~s- Anmerlee.-
Colonel Bryan, sl~is opposed to thedocking of horase'ils But he sti fe
ras the bob-talled Annaw,

prelm S. Naw TeN Be4.
IR nmy not he e esy to sppens the.seeipseeit taess, after alt

hame Se Noer Tesk Uae,
Uternal vIg~lamo. Ip *s w3 .a the'

la m ukbutm
theb ega t

mdseer ~ m
revamme-e~

dinner te ...9
ever m-

. ..t .. .. .. e .

N . Wrual,'g"

* ~l~ earna as

WALFORD'SOcKis

auid telabu nqr"ma a

ef t'hae ma

isstylish gewning. We

Fi Pt a moaAveB-NPW

MRBr Sits totoer

1W-Als -,

-Everythingingmsfrmt
smlehankiam tothemos

gorgousbpAtdso

tha emracs epsofth e utos

beautyad artsi nworh Moderat

N e. ut& o',

. -- ..41 7t.Sret

ThanPay at

arsfItow antrthe

e~e bont. n~e n o

LIttle mb and a1m Par. s.

~B-adies' ut

Perfecrtbe

ehmen . t at fea r e i eot"woe *ti on4"thhot.SC1IWALB BRGOS.,
Two40an 47 WWPa. aONs217

-Teebaroms we'euitted

-Euerhingr io lasre e
smallest hey illustrt the msu

pertthat c hates eoms f t uto
eay wwoo Modra

srtyrihe lbngo

Ri.B. Cavery, -=
Teo.hey- u&Co
30sDaysT7h Stret.

Guaratee Fr- 25 Cents

Dre Bemrkart's of F151Tea

&a'"Jttkys,38 ~t

fre. r ,g*asta-idalya

La, omS. U reatincn-o.
- hereythi n ee ndnom in

,s ales h nni-A m ut ow wn the m s
ago .gon fail to pap . Otoc

'ha i emrae'o s mort o uteo

piumbieg wof nkin. fT o

ety aistisc Tailori.a

-LaiescSuts

NiklL "......ea. ... " 110

Pse -Lde'Cas

asse-ade23 toorer

-G e. tR frMuedn th C0eueea9b
Fdy i1827th thet.

upinoursoom r re
winnrs. Teyonstrate the su-TO

ouaur te bceatin great n.

l. B. n' Caer.lPy, P' a st u

304Dys mnTratmwilent yufr

Vegetale cuompnykidound.a

bUtt eele& CoP~d beu 1 l0Fttu . ia

Atisuofthe HaT.CtrbPailorn idangee.
free.aiesCoadrtgs.s

- . w . cute adR A'Cin iane ista.

lhent. w e44 s= l undertsndothe to

cetln of th otPplear tme-, eba
Ow n ailor ato~~& I h

4a423U 1Sth t

ealtsnppdg
day before

Imd~gTsh- Ia kgiing
beey. Geat at-

T ha nksvig taMmn at the
D~ayP11 OaDWbeaIawiR1Roaa
Coupon. copon.

eC... ao Se eati- _ _ a m

-1 et 21.typ. P.e.-e3.-.m . .e 1b.-t As oi as go1d"i n exIp aeuT

cusivl goodonstrt h bv go-staetr not exprggeratedug. The rings are beete thananda real drns

etwuithW M.el that toe betrtafeirralste.N-nwTes .L o ig

stones to even the eyes of cwnnosseurs. You need only the assurance of durability-which is given ithe five years' guarantee.

More Jewelry. New Belts.

Solid25 Gol .h.: --..-s,.25 t.150

-Asigoodtas mwzeol-nt . not pe.v. .g. oe e rg arew. hette th. ch. ra W rigs.

Seihjwstha aereetepr tan inero ralk stnet Noth Snwhse W. L & CWo. eknown to-the trade as thte tfsm e taroued W.~ Lt &th'eieean O*

9k forl dmtaethe above' stateentsorte notexam'e Dui 1 he ings are rue. als. rU, atduredn
stne to'vethe Seyes~a of condssu ou nihbemew Donte asuredo duhraiity-wt-h is gefes

them tovtearegg.uaranteee.oriue~molpo

brigtoad Phow~ 0ora- Gem pandNew Bags. 5 U

Itahdn ~ e hm 1zalsle 0 bh e s e Bielt aitSe k d thba a an'~si D umamos a lo es.

tt te othe Mew- " o"lov.

two as, ris seq1s Q61

9ftffer he'Vsoptr- nal Baclet 98 price ccure" annu k N m ="f.mnnrcl

tft

==524tor:o/"r"Be.'"so"Don am

ii75 rMfinery. $ 00athese reduced prices c justi
_______newatfo Thanksgiving Day. This to regular patrons-The hats ______' you'veseenhere at$o to$3 areoffereda $9 forchoice The$to $8 hats are only $o75 for choice. These are best dress hats.

- , Those known as best Walking Hats are only 48c for choice. ......

The Palais Royal for Neckwear.
1111 Mto $18 each.The variety includes dreams of beauty made to wear with the millineryhere.

neck pieces at $4 to $8 will be found on second boor. On first floor is a matchless coection at98c to $i8, including Ruffs of Liberty Silk, Mousseline de Sole, Taffeta Silk, plain and fancy Nets. Thelong and attractively trimmed ends are a feature of these new ruEs. Colors include black with white,white with black, all black, grays, pinks and blues. The best Ruef at 98c is here. The more expensive-those at $r.98, $2o, $2.98, $3.98, $5.00, $6.oo, $6-5e, $9.00, $950, $rio and up to $8-are here in be-wildering variety, making a matchless collection.

Ths1kon sbetWakn Has aeol 8 " choc.r

More Neckwear. len's.Mufflers. Men's Neckwear.To w The Paais Royhe f09 Ladke'ag- AD ATofrdoulea th bnet ashandbl ckThe onlyric begy nman-t d aga eduatthe pr8ce.aWih. alTheapparaynclesdm of abrerut garmet Thee-ath th8e crating hmThee
sato e ithe sen.oi ffote , too, t terd c price s , pr et Sl aertise d ftor t es g T-me

long.r and atrctvl trime en se eaureo ese ew rfs.Coor incud blc wit white

whate of dble-f llbacd cloth, inkas and blcs. The onlstRftctl mnilre RTgla mored ateniv
-thse rc.th all98 theappearance3of8$5 o. .o garent TheA $iod pto$t8-arcretn he sn e-sildiong vith sean Noe toatthe colecdpieaspeiolyavriedfrohr.amn

are good- for tomorow. Hints below.

$17.00 $00 69
($25 Raglans.)($2t$iCot)($ ohCas)

4a .ly $3.88for thee toeh weo to t u

$4.48 $.8$00
($5 to $7:50 Furs.) ($io C Sktt. CM S Skirts

5C or flar . $1.6 -du e chkb o e. Ta-a sa . sue ad pat o @f pon.03e
; nften f nkseatom msa Cst ID. " rb atbe 25 bf DUc 0M 3 Of 66 Sf Ned

to mws to"6 faemow a se e tor asseod

$3.89$.984
($5 to $ro Waists.) ($3.50 to $6 Waists.)($solanlWst.

TafTah1k'aesmte oaa~s Royal'~s aolebwfih $10-9 Lad e" Ragln .

Mtyles, ofadoublet-faed clothsen 1m. b, ... 'r.., a. the o etab ib,4.-ilo_ o Ral offer at

theysprice. With. ~ th apeaan e of a $2 threr gmhet. Thes-tyis-.SW he c eat~thsesatin o theseao neims Note, ota theredce prics, as eviousl advriedor othe Elarie s,

the N.d-.or be. .-.ints. below

$17oO $1000$6.98
Mi25ellans.($ to $i($8Cloth Coats.)

Bctomoroorate- G ts TNw _;Ws 22hi S ndcial pricets. omrrow for $1M saffaMAN.um

e..y--Rum-..ota......f.....

J~a Ti~wi Shrde-au.......M -- re.. .... e ...., e..t..I

Damask Setr. silk Skirts.)-

Rud-touseSet-Tale othaiu vey qech prce $r-So Fha ne aists.)uSets $35f---... aHm~s... O-mdyw.a..~

M3*w.-. G.S...a..w..
22c ""'""-""we*"--'''S*s. th63.e M.. wl ..

die. .re ...oeu.terseanted.

25c-"-"-- -"" -*

52.0- --S- "-

Thansgiing ay inne Ne
Tuka s-n- ...: aer
los E. *22"- = -.--.. eseV2 *


