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10 USE MORE FORCE

Policy of the Allies Toward
Venezuela.

LANSDOWNE'S REPLY

TO INTERPELLATIONS IN HOUSE
OF LORDS.

Disclaims Any Intention to Land
Troops or Occupy Territory—
Will Blockade Ports.

LONDON, December 18.—Replying to a
question in the house of lords today, Lord
TL.ansdowne, tha foreign secretary, said that
if the selzure of (he Venezuelan gunboats
dld not produce the desired effect, further
coerclve measures would be employed. ‘The
matter had been considered in consultation
with Germany, and it had been declded to
resort to a blockade of the ports. It was
not intended to land a British force and
still less to oceupy Venezuelan territory.

Replylng to a question in the house of
commons today, Under Foreign Secretary
Cranborne sald no attempt had been made
by Great Britain to refer the dispute with
Venezuela to arbitration.

Premler Balfour presided at a cabinet
meeting held at the foreign office at
noon today. The Venezuelan crisis and the
king’s speech at the proroguing of parlia-
ment were the principal matters consld-
ered.

WARSHIPS OFF MARGARITA.

British and German Vessels Sighted—
News at Caracas.

CARACAS, December 18.—The governor
of Margarita Island reports that British
and German warships are off that {sland.

Minister Bowen yesterday polltely re fused
to have a monster patrlotic parade pass
before the Unlited States legation.

Every one here hopes that the arbltration
proposed by Venezuela through Mr. Bowen
and Washington will be granted.

When the combined ficets seized the Ven-
ezuclan ships at La Gualra the German
commander dellvered to the Venezuelan
eaptains the following document:

“By order of my soverelgn and at the
command of the commodore of the German
souadron In Wesat Indlan waters, I, the
German commander of the Panther, request
vou to lower your ship's flag Immediately
and leave your ship, with your crew, within
ten minutes. This 1s not a measure of war
on tae part of Germany, but only with the
object of making a provislonal seizure of
your ship in order to oblige the Venezuelan
government to recognize our just demands.
In case you disobey and wish to defend
your ehip I shall be obliged to prevent you
from so doing by the discharge of arms.

“EOKERMAN, Commander.

“December 10."

Further details of the sinking of the
Venezuelan ships have been obtained from
an entry made in the book of the signal-
men of the fortress of La Guaira. It is as
follows: =

“Tyesday, December 0, 1:30, Night.

“The adjutant called me to gee If I knew
that the steamer Retribution of the Engllsh
navy was towing the steamers Crespo and
Totumo of the national navy three or four
miles north. I had heard four cannon shots
and sald the two steamers had disappeared
and understood they had been sunk by the
Vineta and Retribution. At the end of an
hour the Retributlon returned to the harbor

lone.
?Biz;.lned) “SIGNAL COMMANDER OF THE

FORTRESS.”

The fact that the Retrfbution returned to
La Gualra alone two hours after leaving
with the captured vessels was confirmed by
English residents of La Gualra. Conse-
quently she did not have time to conduct
the Venezuelan ships to Curacas or Trinl-
dad.

No Ultimatum From Italy.

The Itallan minister, Rivas, only handed
to the Venezuelan government certaln de-
mands which were not in the form of an ultl-
matum and which did not specify any limit
of time for an answer. His note slmply
asked for payment of sums due to Italy, and
in case of payment belng made to other
countries it asked for the same treatment.

The government answered today In the
negative to the note of Minister Rivas, say-
fng that tribunals exist In Venezuela to
judge any claims arising from the revolu-
tions.

The Associated Press correspondent is In-
formed that the Italinn minister has cabled
to Rome for further Instructions.

The correspondent called today at the
Jtallan legation and saw Minister Hivas and
nls wife and two daughters with regard to
the report that they had embarked on the
Gilovanni Bausan. They laughed and sald:
“We have never left the city of Caracas,
and much less embarked on the Italian
eruiser at La Guaira.

There 18 no apparent feeling among the
people here against Itallans, because as yet
no Itallan naval demonstration has taken
place.

GEN. COLIN SEEEKS ASYLUM.

Gen. Nord's Supporters Seem to Be
Ahead in Haitl.

PORT AU PRINCE, Haitl, December 16.
—(Gen. Baint-Folx Colln, minister of the
interior, and opponent of General Nord in
the contest for the presidency, has sought
refuge In the United States legation.

There has been much firing In the city
and a sta.e nf great excitement prevalls.

NO ULTIMATUM FROM ITALY.

Government at Rome Has Merely
Asked Payment.

PARIS, December 16.—Italy's attitude to-
ward Venezuela relative to the former's re-
cent demt nd for the payment of clalms has
been mads known by the Italian minister of
forelgn alalrs to the Fremch representa-
tives at Fome, and has been communleated
to the foralgn office here. It shows the de-
mend of taly was not accompanied by an
ultimatun, and there was no suggestion of
an Intention to adopt force or join in the

Joint navi) demonstration,
The French charge d'affaires at Caracas
forwarded his version of the Puerto Ca-
llo bombardment. He says the cause of
was {rdignities to the Britdsh flag on

a n.erchant ship, and he reports that

city was not injured.
Italy’s Claims in Detail.
ROME. December 16.—The claims of Ttaly
on Venez jela referred to by Forelgn Min-
Sster Pritett] in the chamber of deputiea
hare yeatsnday comprises losses suslained

(|}
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by Italians durlng the recent revolutions.
Most of the 7.618 Itfalian residents of Ven-
ezuela have been heavy losers. The Pog-
gioli firm, from Elba Island, is the greatest
sufferer. All its property was sacked. Other
important losers are an engineer named
Martinl and ex-Deputy Fagi, controller of
the Maricual coal mines, which were in-
vaded by the Vemezuelan troops, who de-
stroyved everything and obliged the Italian
miners to flee from the country. All the
marble works in Venezuela besides other
industrles were in the hands of Itallans.

It is said here that Signor Layor des
Planches, the Itallan ambassador at Wash-
ington, has asked Secretary Hay to request
Minister Bowen to assume the protectiom
of the Itallans in Venezuela If such a step
became necessary, and that Mr. Hay com-
plied with the request.

EXCITEMENT AT LA GUIARA.

Caused by the Presence of Two British
Warships.

LA GUAIRA, December 18.—The arrival
of the British crulser Charybdis and tor-
pedo boat destroyer Quail here yesterday
morning caused a bad escare among the
population of this place. The commander of
the fortress wvisited the American, French,
Spanish and Dutch conguls and asked them
in case the British landed marines to In-
tervene to prevent firing on the fort and
to delay any movement on the fort, as he
had recelved orders from the government to
evacuate the place. The commander added
that If the consuls refused to intervene and
the fort was attacked he would defend his
post and conld not answer for the conse-
quences to the town, which s without any
defense now, with the exception of a few
armed policemen. At [ o'c¢lock, however,
the Charybdls and the Quall left La Guaira
and the fears of the population subsided.

What caused most of the alarm was the
fact that when the British ships arrived
here they took up a commanding position,
thelr guns covering the fort, and remained
stationary for a few moments, as if about
to open fire. The people ashore, seelng these
movements, commenced leaving their houses
and the government officials had great diffi-
culty In preventing an exodus, but they
eventually succeeded in calming the popu-
lace.

The Charybdis and the Quaill steamed
away in the direction of Curacoa.

The foreign consuls, subsequently called on
the prefect, who assured them there was no
danger at present. He added that the com-
mander of the fort had been needlessly ex-
cited and had only succeeded in almost
causing a panie. The prefect further as-
sured the consuls that the commander of
the fort was under the orders of Gen.
Ferrer, minister of war, who is In charge
of the Venezuelan forees surrounding the
town.

The consuls tried to find out if the pre-
fect had received any message from the
allies, but they were unsuccessful, as the
Venezuelan officlal would not speak on the
subject, though he promised to communi-
cate with the consuls if necessary.

Asking for Information.

Representative McCall (Mass.) today In-
troduced the following resolution In the
House:

“Resolved, That the Secretary of State
be directed, if not incompatible with the
public interests, to inform the House of
Representatives touching any understand-
ing or agreement between the governments
of Great Britain and Germany on the one
hand and the dlplomatic officers of the
United States on the other, or any assur-
ances by the said governments to the dip-
lomatlo officers of the United States as to
the nature, extent or purpose of the joint
demonstration of sald governments against
Venezuela, and particularly with reference
to tne occupation of the territory of ven-
ezuela, and to transmit to the House of

Representatlves the correspondence, if any,

upén the subiect between the diplomatie
officers of the United States and sald gov-

troments, or either of them.”
ATTITUDE OF GERMANY.

No Reply to President Castro’s Offer to
Arbitrate.

BERLIN, December 16.—The German
government has not yet replied to Presl-
dent Catro's offer of arbitration, belng still
in ecrrespondence with the British govern-
ment on the subject. It Is intimated that
Germany's reply is not likely to be ready
for soma days. The opinion in the cabinet
appears to be that Presldent Castro's pro-
posals are merely & move in a game de-
gigned to see what Germany and Great
Britain are now willing to do, and as a test,
also, of American public feeling.

The preval!ling idea here at present Is that
it is too late to arbitrate, and that the ac-
ceptance of the offer to do so would place
Germany in the position of having put her
hand to the plow.and as looking backward.
The government's concern at the present
moment Is to guide the application of force
g0 as to avold what could be taken inter-
nationally as a declaration of war, resuilt-
ing in_the recognition of Venezuela as a
helligerent. The conduct of the United
Btates 18 regarded in diplomatie opinion
here as belng strong and dignified, and the
State Department's handling of the affalr
{8 looked upon as establishing Europe's rec-
ognition of the Monroe doctrine, because
every step of Germany and Great Britain
was made after taking Into account what
the United States thought of it., At the
same time It is clalmed that even In Ven-
ezuela people are saying that the United
States may prevent future complications
by letting the Latin republies understand

from the effects of finanelal delinquency
and Internal dlsorder.
———————————

ENGRAVING BUREAU STACK.

An Immediate and Careful Examina-
tion to Be Made.

Assistant Secretary Alles yesterday wrote
a letter to Director Meredith of the burean
of engraving and printing, dlrecting that
an immediate and careful examination be
made of the alleged damaged smokestack
of the bureau. It is declared that for a
long time a crack has appeared in the gi-
gantic stack, which Is one of the largest
and tallest of the city. It is sald that the
flssure In the wall of the smokestack has
recently grown much larger and that the
great stack threatens the bureau.

It i1s claimed that the damage may have
penetrated the entire thickness of the chim-
ney's walls. Mr. Alles likewise sent a let-
ter to Mr. Taylor, the supervising architect
of the treasury, directing that he assist In
an examination of the tall chimney and
make a report on the probabilities. The
stack was erected nine years ago, and a
small crack appeared in it shortly after-
ward. It is claimed that there was no en-
largement of this until recently,

THE GRANT STATUE.

Commission Decides to Await Addi-

tional Data Before Making Award.

The QGrart memorial ecommission, eon-
elsting of Becretary Root, Benator Wet-
more and General Dodge, met at the War
Department yesterday and declded to await
thereceiptof additional data In regard to the

enlarged modela of Mr. Ty and Mr.

that the United States will not protect them .

Ject was to be accomplished.

Niehaus before deciding finally between the
designs submitted in competition by those
two sculptors. Mr. Niehaus has made the
claim that the design of Mr. Shrady can-
not be executed within the 1imit of cost of
the memorial fixed by Congress, viz., $250,-
000, and Mr. Shrady has submitted expert
opinion from other artists to the effect that
the work can be done for the amount
stated. It wasstated yesterday afternoonthat
the commission has practically decided that
point against Mr. Niehaus, on the basis
of evidence adduced, and that it only re-
mains to declde between the two designs
on the sole ground of merit. The commis-
gion will meet again In about ten days to
decide that point. The impression pre-
vails that the-commission will decide in
favor of the Shrady design as a whole.

MILITARY COMMITTEE.

General Staff Bill of War Department
Considered.

The general staff bill of the War Depart-
ment was the subject of consideration by
the House committee on military affairs
this morning. The committes decided that
in some respects the bill should be amended,
but came to no conclusion. Inspector Gen-

eral Breckenridge will be heard by the
committee tomorrow. It Is understood he
is opposed to the provision of the bill
which abolishes his department through
the gradual retirement of Its officers.

BACKING COL. MOSBY.

Interior Department Officials Will Fa-

cilitate His Work.

The officials of the Interior Department
were surprised at the contents of the dis-
patches published yesterday regarding
the eltuation in the Iron Mountain region
of Wyaming., They state most posltively
that Colonel Mosby will continue his cru-
sade against the illegal fencers. It is stated
that private adyices receilved within the
course of the last two or three days from
Colonel Mosby would Indicate that he was
progressing with his work and that hils ob-
The Interlor
Department intends to prosecute the Ne-
braska cases, it 1s said, and will do every-
thing in its power to facilitate the work of
Colonel Mosby.

Yesterday's dispatches stated that a bit-
ter range war was Imminent in the Iron
mountain, Guernsy and Wheatland districts
between the men controlling the cattle bus-
iness and the smaller cattlemen, who desire
the use of the government free ranges. The

- trouble has developed from the efforts of

Colonel Mosby, the govermment agent, to
compel the big cattle companies to tear
down the fences which they have fllegally
erected on government land. The cattle-
men have usurped government property, It
{8 charged, and the big companies have en-
deavored to keep the smaller dealers off
these ranges, which are free for grazing
purposes as long as they remaln vacant.

REPATRS FOR THE BROOELYN.

Board of Survey Recommends an Ex-
penditure of Over $£500,000.

Repairs which will require nearly a year
and will cost more than $500(40 are rec-
ommended for the crulser Er.oklyn, now in

the New York navy yard, by the board of
survey which recently examined her. This
extenslve reconstructlon le cpposed by Hear
Admiral Bowles, because he does not think
the Increase In efficiency s sufficient to
warrant such a large expenditure.

The board of survey showed a tendency
to recommend an overhauling which would

“modernize’’ the cruiser, which has heen
in commission six years only. For thisthe
minimum estimate s $T0C.000, and some
naval officers think the final cost would be
nearly $1,000,000, or more than one-guarter

the original cost of the cruiser.

CONVICTED OF THEFT.

Fine of $40 Imposed and Restitution
Ordered.

Michael MeGane, an inmata of the Sol-
dlers’ Home, was convicted in the Police
Court yesterday of the theft of $32 from
the locker of John Connor, a comrade,
Judge Kimball imposed a fine of $H), with

imprisonment for Jfour months as the
equlvalent, and ordered the defendant to
make restitution of the §2, or spend three
months additional In jail.

DREDGING LOWER POTOMAC.

The Project Completed According to
Col. Allen’s Report.

Colonel Allen, the engineer officer in
charge of river and harbor works in this
vieclnity, has reported to the War Depar:-
ment the completion of the project for the
Improvement of the Potomsac river below
the city of Washington by the dredging of
channels 200 feet wide and four feet desp
through the shoals at Mattawoman, upper
and lower Smith's Polnt, Maryland Point
and Kettle Bottoms under the contract with
Rittenhouse Moore of Mobile, Ala. He says
the ruling depth of water in the channels
of the lower Potomac 13 now twenty-four
feet at mean low tide.

It is also reported by Colonel Allen that
in accordance with congressional enactment
for the survey of Anacastia river the re-
quired surveys at the UUnited States reform
gouool farm, reservatlion No. 13 (ineluuaing
the jall, almshouse, ete.), the Congressional
cemeatery, reservation No. 14 (the United
States navy yard) and the Government Hos-
pital for the Insane have bheen completed.
Suitable connections have been made with
the stations employed on former surveys
and permanent monuments planted at im-
portant pointa.

Army Orders.

First Lleutenant Elmer J. Wallace, Artfl-
lery Corps, has been ordered to examina-
tion for promotlon. :

First Lieutenant Francis J. McConnell,
12th Infantry, has been ordered to recruit-
ing duty at Philadelphla to relleve Captain
Robert L. Hirst, 12th Infantry, who {s
ordered to joln his company.

Leaves of absence have been granted as
follows: Captaln 8. D. Freeman, 10th Cav-
alry, three months; Colonel Leon A. Matile,
24th Infantry, one month's extenslon; Cap-
taifi Claude B. Bweezy, 13th Cavalry, two
months' extension.

Naval Orders.

Passed Acsistant Surgeon Edgar Thomp-
son has been detached from the Montgom-
ery and ordered to duty with the Marine
Guard at Culebra.

Passed Assistant Surgeon Harold H. Haas
from the Marine Guard, Culebra, to the
Montgomery.

Acting Boatswain Edwin Murphy from
the ‘Atlanta and to the admiral of
the navy for such as he may be as-

Fire Alarm for St. Elizabeth.
A _bill approj¥lating $25,000 for an auto-
matic fire alarm system for the Government

Haospital for the Insane, has been lw o
?&mmwmm "New
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T0 STOP CHILD LABOR

Judge Gray Suggests Reme-
dial Legislation,

ABOLISH NIGHT WORK

PARENTS OF GIRL WITNESSES
EARN GOOD WAGES.

Miners’ Representatives Spring An-
other Surprise on the Operators
Again Today.

SCRANTON, Pa., Decemhber 16.—When
the coal strike comialsslon met today
Chalrman Gray opened the proceedings by
saying that the commissioners were im-
pressed at the spectacle of the little girls
who were before the commission yesterday
and testified that they worked all night. He
sald the people of the communily and citi-
zeng of the commonwealth should not let
the incident pass without taking some steps
to have the legislature of Pennsylvania se-
riously consider the enactment of a law
that will forbid the employment of children
at night. At the suggestion of the com-
mission the statement of the wages of the
fathers of two of the girls were presented.
One earned more than $1,000 last year and
the other over §800-

Surprise for thé Operators.

The miners sprung another surprise by
presenting an individual operator on the
witness stand against’ the operators. He
wasg John C. Haddock of Wilkesbarre, pres-
ident of the Plymouth Coal Company. Mr.
Haddock, in answer to questions put to
him by C. S. Darrow for the miners, gald
he had been in the coal bushess thirty-five
years. Hls company operates the PBlack
Diamond and Dobson mines near Wilkes-
barre. He said his company went into the
hands of reczivers on Marchk 14, and on
November 14 trustees teuk held of the prop-
erty. Mr. Haddock them explained that the
miners’ ton, which runs from 2,700 to 3,200
pounds, was fixed years ago so -that the
employer could get out of the ton 2,240
pounds of pure coal abeve the size of pea.
Pea coal and all &lzes below that was
waste. This waste is now ‘being utilized.
Regarding the prices of coal Mr. Haddock
sald the middlemen in New York are pay-
lnjg Stll aé.d 312 a ton,

ud ay—"*
s %?_lwr;_} Do the? pay the operators

“Possibly,” was the reply.

————————

MIX-UP AT PRIZE FIGHT.
Lively Row at Gibbs-Williams Bout

at Seattle.

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Deccmber 16.—The
fight last night between *“Young™” Gibbs of
Clevéland and “Kid™ Willams of Denver
ended in an uproar. with the ring filled
with policemen, and Gibbs and the referee
engaged in a fist fight. It was declared no
contest. For six rounds Willlams had the
better of the flght. He knocked Gibbs down
three times in the third tgund. In a filerce
mix-up In the seventh Gibbs landed on the
Jaw and Willlams slarted to fall. The ref-
eree would not get out of the way, so Gibbs
hit him.. The referee responded with bare
]‘._lmu!ilkﬁ. anil then the police entered the
ring.

————— \

OLD MILLS IN ALASKA.

Evidence of Russian Wheat Growing

a Century Ago.

TACOMA, Wash, December 10.—That
wheat was grown in Alaska by the Rus-
slans a century ago is proved by the dis-
covery of two old flour mills built by the
subjects of the czar. One'of these has been
discovered on Wood Island, in southeastern

Alaska. and the other in the interior. The
former mi!l has lust heen investigated by
R. B. Taylor of the Sraltheonian Institu-
tion. He says the old fleur mill was built
by the Russians early in the last century.
——lp—————

LIMITED EXPRESE WRECKED.
Rail

Removed on Alabama Great
Southern Causes Disaster.
BIEMINGHAM, Ala., December 16.—The
gouth bound limited express on the Ala-
bama Great Southern raliroad was wrecked
near Moundville, Ala,, ﬁixiy miles =oulh of
here: today. A rail had been removed near
a trestle. Two express messengers are
missing and are supposed to be under the
wreck. No passengers are reported killed.

The train was en route from Cincinnati to
New Orleans.

———————————
Blew Out the Gas.

Special Dispatch to The Eyening Star:
RICHMOND, Va., Deecember 18.—S. M.
Yancey, a merchant of Lolisa county, came

to Richmond a few da
ping expedition. -

ago on a4 Ehop-
red late Friday
he was found

out the gas. He was

and died yesterday withqut regaining con-
BCiousness. e

day consists .
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WOULD BE AN ACCEPTABLE BIRTHDAY GIFT.

RECIPROCITY TREATY

THAT BETWEEN CUBA AND THE
UNITED STATES.

Document Brought Here by General
Bliss, Signed in Havana
Last Week.

General Tasker H. Bliss, who was sent
to Havans to ald Minister S8qulers in draft-
ing a reciprocity treaty between the United
States and Cuba, reached Washington this
morning. Secretary Hay received General
Biliss shortly after 9 o'clock and received
from him the convention signed in Havana
last week. The treaty provides for a 20
per cent reduction in the tariff charges on
Cuban products entering the United States
and heavy reductions on American exports
1o Cuba.

There is no longer any doubt as to the
nature of the document signed in Havana
by General Bllss and the Cuban commis-
sioners. It ls a treaty pure and simple, and
ag such will be forwarded to the Senate by
Secretary Hay. Minister Quesada, who in-
iti®ed the proceedings here for his govern-
ment, but was unab.e to bring them to a
successful conclusion, expected that it would
be necessary for him to sign a defi-
nite treaty here, but owing to the thor-
oughness with which General Bliss prosze-
cuted his work nothing further remains to
be done by the executive branch.

3en. Bliss found his abllities taxed to
the utmost to draft a treaty in the short
time allowed by kis instruciions. Matters
had got into shape, owing to disagreement
between the negotlators, that made it very
doubtful ‘that any treaty at all could be
agreed upon. The Cubans, looking at the
rough statement of the heavy reductions to
be allowed on United States products en-
tering Cuba, felt that they were getting
much the worst of the bargaln, and It re-
quired all of Gen. Bliss’ knowledge of
tariff matters and <Cuban methods of
thought to make it clear to them that there
was real reciprocity In the treaty which
he offered. He effected this by demonstrat-
ing that a heavy rebate, such as one of 50
per cent, for instance, on a certain line of
United States goods entering Cuba really
amounted to very little owing to the very
limited amount of Importations of that
¢lass of goods, whille the 20 per cent reduc-
tion on Cuban sugar, apparently insignit-
cant, amounted to very many dollars in i1¥e
aggregate owing to the volume of the trade,

DISINFECTING THE CARS.

Latest Steps Toward Stamping Out ths
Cattle Disease.

The chief of the burean of animal Indus-
try of the Department of Agriculture, Dr.
Balmon, issued an additional order relative
to the work of stamping out the foot and
mouth disease this afternoon, containing
new measures to be adopted by the in-
spectors of his bureau In carrying on the
work In the Infected regions. This order
relates to the cleaning of the cars in all of
the sections of the country where Infection
exists. The Inspectors of the department
are required to see that ail of the cars are
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, unless
they have been sealed by the inspector of
the district whence they came. In this case

the department inspector is instructed to see’

that the car is unloaded as quickly as pos-
£ible, and when his has been done he is re-
quired to seal the car anew and send it
back to the place whence it came, where
the first inspector who placed his seal on
the door is required to see that it is cleaned
and disinfected. In this manner it is the
bellef of the experts in charge of the work
that the disease will be stamped out ef-
fectually. - - :
et e .

A TRANSFER STATION.

Petworth Citizens Want It Transferred
to Richmond Street.

The Petworth Cltizens’ Assoclation has
communicated to/ Chairman Babeock of the
House District committee its action of De-
cember 9, in adopting resclutions favoring
the removal of t{he transfer station of the
oth street rallway from its present loca-
tion, Brightwood avenwe and U street, to
street, ' :

_ “Not only would the residents of Petworth
be benefited,'! says Secretary.George W.

| Btose of the assoclation, who writes the

oy wuch
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THE QUESTION OF PRICE

WHAT SHALL BE PAID FOR ISTH-
MIAN CANAL STRIP.

It is Understood That This is Now the
Only Barrier to an Agreement
With Colombia.

Dr. Herran, the Colombian charge, who
has been clothed with full powers by the
Bogota government to sign a canal treaty,
was an early caller at the State Depart-
ment this morning, and spent half an hour
with Secretary Hay in a further effort to
reach an agreement as to the price this
country shall pay for the canal conces-
slon. These conferences will be continued
as frequently as the Venezuelan situation
will permit, and the charge predleis that
tha treaty will be ready for submission to
Congress before Christmas, though it may
not reach .the Capitol in time to be ratified
before the recess. It is understood both at
the State Department and at the Colom-
blan legation that the question of price 1s
the only barrler now to the conclusion of a
convention that will prove satisfactory both
to the American and Colomblan congresses.
The Colombian authorities claim thet tha
revenue derived from the isthmus amounts
annually to between $800,000 and $800,000.

Dr, Herran also informed the Becretary
that Minister Concha - safled from New
York for Bouth America Saturday last on
the Altia. It is customary when ministers
reslgn thelr missions or are relieved for
them to present their leiters of recall at
the Btate Department. Ministee Concha,
however, Is still technleally Colombia's ae-
credited diplomatie representative here and
is officlally absent on leave. Even in such
instances diplomats as a rule are punctil-
fous In the matter of paying visits of cere-
mony to the Secretary of State before thelr
departure. Minister Concha's course is not
surprising in YWashington, as hls relations
with authorities have not been entirely
harmonious. 71t is understcod he will not
return to America, In which event his suc-
cessor will present Minlster Concha's let-
ters of recall.

RECOMENDATIONS APPROVED.

Resolutions of Northeast Citizens Sent
to Chairman Babcock.

The Northeast Washington Citlzens’ As-
sociatlon has communlcated resclutions
adopted by it to Chalrman Babeock of the
House District aommittee, through E. H.
Tucker, its presldent, indorsing the recom-
mendation of the Commissioners regarding
the reclamation of the Anacostia flats. Also
concurring in the recommendation of the
Commissioners “that current revenues
should be devoted to current expenditures,”
and that the half-and-half prineiple of the
organic act of 1878 should prevall regard-
ing District revenues and expenditures.
Allso approving the work on the filtration
plant. y :

COL. JASPER N. MORRISON.

Very Ill in Hospital in San Fran-
cisco.

News reaches here from San ¥Francisco
that Lieut. Col. Jasper N. Morrison, at-
tached to the office of the judge advocate
general of the army, who has been lying in
hospltal at San Franclsco for several weeks
past, is sinking rapidly and he is scarcely
expected to survive. Col, Morrison return-
ed from the Philippines after three years’
hard service only to fall {ll of typhoid at
San Franeisco, and as he was convalescing
from that attack he fell a victim to sp-
pendicltis,

Colombia Cuts Export Duties.

Ministét Hart has informed the State De-
partment that the government of Colombia
has decreed a progressional reductlon of 10
per cent in export duties beginning the first
day of January, 1903, \

Bl b gt i |
Considering the Eight-Hour Bill.

The eight-hour biil was under considera-

tion by thé Senate committee on education

mmm no'%n_clmnm

mmitiee again
- ~ Subdivision of Lots.
Senator Ctallinger has introduced a bill un-

der the terms of which any lot may be sub-
_in the District. regardless of its)

PUTTING ON BRAKES

Leaders Urging Conservatism
in Congress.

OPPOSING DISCUSSION

WANT THE ADMINISTRATION TO
BE UNHAMPERED.

Chairmen Cullom and Hitt Advise All
to Proceed Cautiously Regarding
the Venezuelan Situation.

Interest of congressmen in the Vene-
zuelan situation is growing daily, and as
the news from the geat of the disturbance
Increases In apparent gravity there is mark-
ed restlessness among the statesmen of
both parties on the hill.

Benator Cullom and Representative HItt,
chairmen, respectively, of the commliitees
of the Senate and House, charged with
questions of forelgn relations in Congress,
are urging conservatism and deprecating
all efforts to precipitate a dlscussion In
Congress. These gentlemen talk frankly
with thelr<colleagues and others In priva.e
conversalion and frecly express their ap-
preciation of the general solleftude, but
advise all who approach them to proceed
cautiously with public utterances or actleon
of a public nature,

It is pointed out that with the most cher-
Ished Amerlcan pollcy as the topie, a policy
dear to all partles and about which the
average Amerlean Is particularly sensitive,
It would be easy to raise a storm of dls-
cussion which might serlously embarrass
the executive branch of the government
by compllcating a situation slready con-
fessed to be dellcate.. TUnguarded expregs-
sjons of public men and especially proposed
resolutions of inquiry offered in Congress
are regarded as dangerous at thls time.

It 1s not llkely, therefore, that either
party In Congress will underjake to raise
an issue, even with the possibility of mak-
ing political capital, at a time when such
an attempt might be franght with grave
natlonal and international results.

Senator Cullom eald thls morning, with
reference to the Venezuelan question: *l
take it from the papers that England and
Germany are trying to stay within the
limits in collecting their debis from Vene-
zuela, and so long as they do &0 I ecannot
gee why we have any right to intervene or
to object to it. You know, nations have a
r!giht to collect debts, as well as Individ-
uals."

Senator Cullom is chalrman of the Senate
committee on foreign relations, and this
expression may be taken as reflecting the
views of the Senate committiece.

FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT.

Request Cannot Be Complied With
Until Later.

The Commissioners will inform the East
Washington Helghts Citlzens’ Assoclation
that its request for the wildening and im-
provement of Harrison street cannot be
granted at the present time, The assocla-
tion asked that this street be widened ac-
cording to the street extension plans, from
its intersection with Minnesota avenus to
Good Hope, graded and macadamized
throughout its length. A report from W.
P. Richards, englneer in charge of strects,
was to the effect that the present condl-
tion of the roadway was falr, considering
the travel upon it, and that the widening
and Improvement of the street could best
be done when the property abutting is sub-
divided. He recommended that the action
desired be not taken at the present time,

PRIVILEGES EXTENDED.

Ladies Admitted to Membership in
Carroll Imnstitute.

The officials of the Carroll Institute have
extended to the ladles of Washington the
privilege of becoming members of the in-
stitution. Hereafter the rooms of the insti-
tute, which is located on 10th street be-
tween New York avenue and K street, will
be open dally, Sundays and holldays ex-
cepted,, from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. for the
benefit of the lady members. Ladies who
are members of the Catholle Church may
becomeé members of the Institute upon ap-
plication; non-Catholic ladies will be receiv-
ed upon introduction by a member. A re-
ception parlor has been set aside for thelr
use as a meeting place, and they will %o
given access to the library, -which is well
equipped with current literature,

Fierce Fire at Fruitland, Md.
Special Dispatch to The Evening Star,

LAUREL, Md,, December 16.—Fruitiana,
Md., narrowly escaped destruction by fire
vesterday., At 8 o'clock a blagze was dile-
covered I{n A, M. Bohman's block. The
wind sent the flames flying toward the de-
pot and warchouses very fiercely. A rellef
train from Delmar was promptly dispatched
and checked the flames before much dam-
age was done other than the destruction of
Bohman's block. Several dwellings werse
badly scorched and damaged by water,

—_———————— \

Death of C. G, Boryer.
Bpecial Dispateh to The FEvening Star,
HAGERSTOWN, Md.,, December 14.-—-C.,
G. Boryer, a former member of the city
counci], and for many years one of the fore.
most business men of Hagerstown, dled at

his home here Sunday night. He was
gixty-nine years old. Eﬂs surviving chil-
dren Include Harry F. Boryeér and arge
Edgar Boryer, both of W ngton, D. C.

Investigating New York Gamblers.

NEW YORK, December 16.—The secret
inguiry Instituted by District Attorney
Jerome before Justice Wyatt of the conrt
of speclal sessions, almed at Richard A,
Canfield, was begun today. The district at-
torney refused to say whom he had sum-
moned a8 witnesses, saying it would be &
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