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that The Evening Star has the most com-
plete composing room of any newspaper
plant In the country will be pardoned, par-
tlcularly by those who are famiiiar with the

work that has to be done In a composing
room and who have pald a visit to that of
The Evening Star.
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be used to increase the total output of the
plant when extra power is required. Every-
thing is driven electrically. There are 34
motors for different machinery; also 1,600

Wm. R. Traver,
Foreman of the Press Room.
four arc lights, three
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Mr. J. T. Tennesson has been for nearly |

f engineer of The Evening
Star power plant. .
With Star Many Years.

Samuel Matlock of Rockville, Md., is the
only person now living who was connected

with The Evening Star when it was first
issued. He was a compositor and set part
of the type for the initial number of the
paper. Up to a few years ago he had been
for a long time The Evening Star's corre-
spondent at Rockville.

Next to Mr. Richard Mclean, foreman,
Mr. William P. H. Crews has been con-
rected with the composing room of The
| Evening Star the longest period. His serv-

Ice extends eontinuously

over a period of

nearly thirty-four years, during which time
he has lost only one day from I[llness. Oth-
{ ers who have served In the composing room
ng periods are Harry W. Davis, twenly-
even yeurs; Jrmes H. Thomas, twenty-
five years; W. G. Collins, twenty-three
yvears; August Bruehl, twenty-two years,
and Willlam J, Gallagher, twenty-two yvears.
Mr. Gallagher also was connected for five
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WL R, Iz a fax ¥ in it=self. The em-
ployes of every department of the paper
have demonstrated their lovalty and inter-

est in building up a great metropolitan
newspaper at the national capital, and the
management Is not unmindful of the fact.

In the Engine Room.

The engine room, in the basement of the
main bullding of The Evening Star, is un-
surpassed by that of any other newspaper
tn the world. The power plant has a total

capacity of 20 horsepower All the ma-
y Is driven electrically, Including the
glant presses and elevators The engine

ipment consists of three automatlic en-

es of about 60 rated horsepower each,
lelivering current for both light and power
at 120 volts. The speed of the generators
fs 300 revolutions a minut The storage

battery consists of 62 cells and has a ca-

pacity of T% hours.

The celle are all placed in a room by
themselves near the switchboard appara- |
tus and the generators v h dispose of
the fumes produced In charging. The

ptorage battery instruments are mounted on
the left-hand panel of the switchboard, and
are all connected. 1In center of the
board are located the end cell switches, two
in number, one belng used for charging and
the other for discharging, these having
points of sufficient number to accommodate
nine end cells, or one contact for each cell
The battery !s relled upon to perform sev-
eral different kinds of service, being used
as a regulater to prevent fluctuations, the
generators running in multiple with the
battery, taking current when the load Is
light and giving current when gudden fluc-
tuations or heavy demand is called for. It

Lhe

- is also used to operate the light and ele-

‘Jainder of the night, and 18 sometimes
ed to carry the entire load In case re-
Pairs and ghanges are being made. IL may
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THE STAR ROUTES.

How the Paper Is Delivered to Its

Patrons.

The development of the circulation of The
Evening Star since the early days of th%l
paper, the dellvery and sale by the news-
boys and the great growth in advertising
is an Interesting field to review., Nothing
reflects the advance of a city more than its
newspapers, and Washington's strides to-
ward perfection were equaled by the splen-
did growth of The Evening Star.

Two men are still living and working for
The Evening Star today who were con-
nected with the paper back In the "50's, and
their storles of the ploneer days of Wash-
ington’s favorite paper are full of In-
terest. John Lockie was one of the original
route men fn 1857, and is still a member ot
that force. Up until a year ago Mr. Lockle
was in robust health, but hard work and
age are beginning to make themselves felt,
and he finds trouble in moving around as
rapidly as In the olden days.

Two Route Boys for South Washington

In 1857 Mr. Lockie controlled the territory
known as South Washington and employed
but two boys to deliver the papers. At that
time there were no numbers on the houses
and the routes were made out with the
names of subscribers alone. For this rea-
gon the carriers had to be selected from
that quarter of the clty in which their
routes lay, and sickness or resignations ot
the boys caused a great deal of trouble, be-
cause new carriers had to learn the routes,
On rainy days the earriers had to wude
through seas of mud while delivering the
paper, and in the hot summer time, when
the s reets dried up, they were almost b 1nd-
ed with the dust. The routes up town were
no better, and it required stout-hearted boys
to continue in the carrying business gny
length of time.

Three other route agents divided the busi-
ness with Mr. Lockle, but they are eitner
dead or ocut of the eity. These other routes
were covered by six boys, making eight In
the total force of ecarrlers. The routes wers
unusualiy long, owing to the sparsely set-
tled condition of the northern part of the
ecity, and the boys had to bustle all the
time to finish up their work before dark.

Twenty-One Btar Routes.
At the present time there are twenty-one
route agents who see that The Btar is de-

livered promptly, and one of them has @

¢ days,

boy who works down in Virginia almost to
the gates of Mount Vernon. To hasten thé
delivery of the papers twelve wagons, with
swift horses attached to them, dash away
from The Star office at fréquent intervals
after the presses have started up, and eager
carriers continue the delivery after meeting
the vans at specified places.

Compared with the eight boys who dellv-
ered The Star to subscribers in 1857, there
are now 261, or an average of almost thir-
teen carriers to each route agent. Instead
of shouldering the papers, as in the old
the Hers now use small wagons,
t . little vel s belng especially appre-
clated on Saturdavs, when the thirty-four
pages of The Star make a boy's bundle
cumbersome and unwieldy.

In the small towns of the country it is
the general custom for the carriers to de-
llver papers and once a week go over the

thege
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routes In the morning and collect the
money from the subseribers, turning the
receipts in to the business office. The Star
almost-from its inception adopted the origi-
nal idea of selling the papers to the route
agents and holding them responsib’e for the
money and the development of the eircula-

tion list. This plan proved so satisfactory
that it is still in yvogue and has become al-
most universal among the papers of the big
cities. Should an agent become unfitted for
the work, lacking energy and push, he is
politely notified that a successor would be
appreciated by the business office and the
route passes on to a4 new man. At the pres-
ent time the body of route agents deliver-
ing The Star embraces those who under-
stand their business thoroughly, have the
confidence of the publishers, and the city
and county are o0 well covered that there
is hardly a ¢itizen of the District who has
not been apprharhed at least once and his
subsecription solcited.

The Star’s Mail List.

The other gmploye who worked for The
Star nearly fifty years ago is George John-
son, who now keeps the malling list in or-
der. In the early years of the paper Mr.
Johnson had charge of a portion of the
newsboys, and -in -addition did the collect-
ing for advettisements among the business
people of the Digtrict.

In those days The SBtar was sold by the
boys for § cents, and if anything extraor-
dinary ocecurzed, for which an extra was
needed the price immediately rose to 10
cents. TPThese pelees allowed the newsboys
a large margin. of profit, and the weekly
earnings made up more than a respectable
salary of today, The little fellows would
begin gatheéring at the old Star building as
early as 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning, so
as to be entitled to positions from which
they ceuld get the first papers that came
from the press.

Many days of excitement came prior to
the outbreak of the war. Extras were be-
ing issued almost dally, and the number of
newsboys increased to almost the size of an
army., The force became so large that the
police found it impossible to keep the side-
walk free for pedestrians, and finally Mr.
Johnson had to take more than half of
them back to the canal, then running
through the city where the market now
stands. There the boys would line up, more
than 500 strong, buy their checks and get
their papers.

Selling Stars to Soldiers.

Then came the breaking out of the rebel-
llon, and with it came the hosts of soldiers
into Washington. These troops formed an-
other source of profit to the newsboys. Al-
most immediately after the troops would
reach the city and go Into camp ona or
more of the newsboys would bésiege head-
quarters and obtain exclusive permission to
sell papers inside the lines, Then a can-
vass of the camn would be made, names
taken down, and in this way a route of
sometimes over 500 subscribers would be
obtained. As these boys paid 2 cents for

each paper and retailed them for 5, it can
easily be seen that their profits were large.
Mr. Johnson says that many of the colored
newshboys were thrifty and shrewd, saving
their money and investing it to good advan-
tage. Some of the colored homes in the
northwest section were purchased by these
newsboys, and in this way fortunes that
are now up In the hundreds of thousands
were started from the foundation of The
Evening Star.

In the old days The
best efforts to provide for the newsboys,
but their numbers were such that it would
have required a building of immense pro-
portions to house them while waiting their
turns at the disbursing counter. In sum-
mer the matter of accommodating them
was not a serious problem, but in winter
everybody wanted to get under cover and
behind closed doors.

Newsboy Comforts of Today.
When The Star moved into present
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home it was found that the original plans
had provided ample quarters for the little
hustlers. All the space under the sidewalk
on 11th street, running from the corner to

almost the length of the building, has been
given up to the boys, and here they begin
gathering at noor -and remain until they
secure their papers. In winter the hot air
from the engine room s pumped into the
big room, the celling of which is twenty-
five feet high, making the place comfort-
able in the most frigid weather, while in
summer a biz rotary fan at each end cools
off the atmosphere most effectually. Some
of the litle fellows possess beautiful volces
and sing in harmony a way to attract
attention from the pedestrians overhead,
and it is often Interesting to watch pedes-
trians who, passing by The Star building,
have caught the strains of a popular song,
but are at a loss to locate them. They will
lcok up at the building, acros=s the street,
and generally go their wayvs without be-
coming aware of the sourece of the music
Others, who are familiar with the situa-
tion and singers, will gather around the¢
ctairway leading to the room below and
stand listening to the singing of the popu-
lar songs of the day.

In the early dayvs of Washington's news-

papers much of the circulation was by
regular carrier. and prior to the appear-
ance of The Star full-grown men were

employed, assisted by well-grown youths,
It Is true the newsboy had appeared some
yvears before, but the boys regularly en-
raged as such were few, and it was only
on the Iissue of papers with the Presi-
dent’'s message or some most Important In-
telligence that they appeared in numbers,
With the advent of The Star, however,
there was a marked Increase of newsboys,
and not a little of the early success of the
paper was due to the Industry of the news-
boys on the streets while the canvass of
the regular routes was being made.

It Is an Interesting sight to watech the
newsboys during the half hour prior to
the dally lssue of The Star. One of the

paper’s employes goes into the apartment
set aside for the little fellows at 3 o'clock
and begins selling checks for papers. The
voys have been walting since early morning,
and the line has grown to large propor-
tions. They are tired of their long walt
and eagerly push up to the booth wilh
their money. The boys, still maintaining
tiwoir line, take the checks to the counter
at the end of the room. As soon as the
papers cgme rushing down the chute they
are handed gver to the boys, according to
the figures on the checks presented.

This plan is in «eneral use throughout
the country and has proved the most sat-
isfactory. At one time the plan of sell-
ing the smallest number of pagaers to the
first boye in the iine and the highest num-
ber to the last, so as to get the papévs cir-
culated more quickly, was tried, but was a
fallure. Thizs plan was to shove the boy
calling for four papers up front, while the
more enterprising youngster who handled
a hundred or more had to remaln in the

rear until the smaller merchants wera gate
isfied. The papers were clrculated
right, but the resuit was the driving away

of the more energetic and enterprising
newsbovs,
Ona morning during . the Spanish war

checks calling for 80,000 exira Stars were
gold to A mob of newsboyas who had been
velling like Indians for the extras to come
out. At the last minute something turned
up that made the issue of the extra Inad-

visable, and the checks had to be redeemed.
& gight has seldom been witnessed
The Star bdullding. There were
ber of humor incidents during
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The colored newsboy made his appear-
ance during the war and the race has a
repregentative In W. Calvin Chase, the

colored attorney and editor of the Bee.
Primitive Advertising.
Looking over the newspaper advertising
field today It would seem as though the
people who had things to sell back In the

'‘0's depended upon the blank walls and
poster display to make public the fact that
bargains were o be had. For twelve
years Mr. Johnson did the collecting for
The Evening Star, and his re of the

ways of the advertiser of fifty years ag
forms an Interesting comparison with
methods now in vogue.

In those days the theaters were ths
€=t space
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displays now exhibited in Saturday’s Star,
If a manager devoted six inches to an
“ad..,"” single column, the people were as-

survd that one of the Iq;;;;.:-ai attractions

of the country was coming to town. The
stars of the theatrical world were not
80 well known as they are today, and the
patrons of the theater had to be told
that a worthy attraction was _about to
open in the city. In these days everybody
is known und particular care Is taken to let

the patrons know more about the play and
supporting company than the star.

The merchanis whe had large stores did
but little advertising, relyving on their
name and pretige in bring i J nd
when the younger gencration

ers came to town and st id oY with large
dlsplays in The Star, someirhing of a sen-
sation was created. In I the
old bills sent out by The St on
says that the largest advq
ed themselves extravagant (f
the $30 mark for a mon

Up-to-Date Advertising.

king oves

they raz

advertising.

The art of adveriising at the present time
has become almost as important a business
as that of the s advertised. Where

dollars were expended fif
thousands now are pald t
of satisfactory returns All
ness firms of the city em
mer

who have made a st
tising busdn h
their advertisi
are displayved

£8 to do n

E and
before

the most attractive form

“he merchant would simply advertise the
sfact that he =old dry goods, siiverware or
boots and shoes at a certain numbe d

today tise-

let it go at that, whils

ments are gotten up so atira ely to the
eye and mind ae to form a distinet feature
of the publication. Back in the early day®
the merchants gave no orders as to what

type should be used, doubtless not knowing
one font of type from aunother, and depend-
ed entirely upon the printer for a good
play. Today each advertisement is ha
in by the ad. writer with the fullest instruc-
tions as to type, space and position. Not
satisfled with instruections, he will be given
a proaf of the advertisement, the same as
the writer of & news item, and all correc-
tions and suggestions are made at his dlo-

tatiou.

Advertising by the Page.
As to the space covered, It might be men-
tioned that a recent advertisement took up
two full pages of The Star, and that a sin-
gle page display hae become 20 common
£9 to create little comment. The theaters
are well to the fore, as in the olden days,
but the mercantile houses now utilize the
greater portion of the space. In the matter
¢f money expended it can be stated that
one large business firm does as much ad-
vertising in six months now as the entire
trade of the city did in a year in the early
daye of The Btar.
In looking.over. the files of The Star many
advertisements will be found that possesse
considerable humor on account of their
unique comparisons. In the “Lost and
Found” column appears an advertisement
eslling for the return of two pigs that had
escaped from a pen on Massachuselts ave-
nue northwest.
“Avenue' property could not have been so
remurkably valuable in the '50's, when an
advertisement tells us that boarding couid
be had at the corner of 9t} sireet and Peon-
sylvauia avenue.
city was doubtless as dull In summer
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