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ALEXIEFF'S VERSION

Sends Report of Petropavlovsk
Disaster to Czar.

CREWS RETAIN MORALE

BEMOANS THE ILL SUCCESS OF
THE PACIFIC FLEET.

Burvivor of the Explosion Declares
There Were Four Reports—New
Yorkers Offer Loan.

ST. PETERSBURG, April 22..-The text of
Viceroy Alexieff's report to the emperor
concerning the Petropavlovsk disaster and
the torpedo boat engagement which pre-
ceded It (an abstra>t of which was given in

Assoclated Press dispatches yesterday)
reads as follows:

“I respectfully report to your majesty
that on April 11 the whole effective squad-
ron at Port Arthur sailed out six miles to
the southward to maneuver, and toward
evening returned to port. On April 12 a
flotllla of eight torpedo boat destroyers
went out to inspect the islands, having re-
celved orders to attack the eneny should
he be encountered In the course of the night,

“Owing to the darkness and a heavy rain
three of the destroyvers became separated
from the flotilla, two of which returned to
Port Arthur at dawn. The third, however,
the Strashnl, having, according to the evi-
dence of her seamen, encountered several
Japanese destroyvers, took them In the dark-
ness for Russlan ships, 2nd, glving the sig- |
nal of recognitidn, joined them at dawn.
8he was recognized by the enemy, and there |
was a flight at close quarters, in which her
commander, midshipman and engineer and
most of her crew were Killed, Male!ff, her
Heutenant, although wounded, continued

firing on the enemy.
Cruiser Bayan's Work.

“At dawn on April 12 the cruiser Bayvan

went out, preceded by destroyers, and hur-
ried to the rescue. About sixteen miles
from Port Arthur the Bavan saw the
destroyer Strashni engaged with four Jap-
anese destroyers, Shortly afterward an
explosion occurred and the Strashni sank.
Driving off the enemy's destroyers by her
fire, the Bayan approached the seene of the
fight, lowered her boats and had time to

save the remnant of the destroyer's crew.
Unfortunately only five men were swim-
ming. Thelr lives were saved.

*“The cruiser was obllged to fight on her

starboard side with s=ix Japanese crulsers
which came up. Having picked up her
boats, the Bayan regained the harbor, suf-

fering no damage or loss, although covered
with fragments of shells

“The cruiger Dlana and five destroyers
hastened to her succor, and at the same
time the other cruisers, the battie ships
Petropaviovek and Poltava, and some de-
stroyers came out from the roadstead and

the other battle ships left the harbor. In
column formation, with the Bavan at the
head and the deetroyers on the flank, Vice
Admiral Makaroff proceeded to the scene

of the Strashni's nLght, whither more Jap-
anese destrovers and cruisers were ap-
proaching. After a short fusillade at fifty
cable lengths distance (10,000 yards) the
ships drew off,

Positions of Squadron.

“A squadron of nine Japanese battle ghips
appeared at 5:40 a.m. and our ships retired
toward Port Arthur. In the roadstead
they were rejolned by the battle ships Po-
bleda, Peresviet and Sevastopol, which were

coming out through the channel. The
pquadron was drawn up in the following
order: Askold, Bayvan, Diana, Petropa

wviovsk, Peresviet, Pobieda, Novik, five de-
stroyers and two torpedo cruisers.

“They turned toward the left, but when
approaching the mouth of the channel the
destroyers were signaled to return to the
harbor and the crulsers to proceed. Ma-
neuvering with the Petropavlovsk at their
head, the squadron turned to the east, mak-
ing toward the enemy on their right.

“At 0:43 a.m. an explosion occurred at the
right side of the Petropaviovsk, then a sec-
ond and more violent explosion under her
bridge. A ihick eolumn of greenish-yellow
smoke was mecn to rise from the battle ship,
her mast, funnel, bridge and turret were
thrown up and the battle ship keeled over
on her starboard side. Her poop arose
from the water, showing her screw working
in the air. The Petropavlovsk was sur-
rounded by flames, and in two minutes sank
bow first.

“Some of her croew escaped. The erulser
Gaydamak, which was a cable length away,
lowered boats and succeeded in rescuing
Grand Duke Cyril and forty-seve. seamen.
The destroyers and boats from the Poltava
and Askold also picked up some of the Pe-
tropaviovsk's crew.

Number Saved.

“Altogether seven officers and seventy-
three men were saved. The Poltava, whieh
was following the Petropaviovsk two cable

lengths astern, stopped her engines and re-
mained on the scene of the disaster.
“At a =lgnal from Rear Admiral Ouk-

tomsky the other warships made for the
entrance of the harbor, maneuvering to-
ward the Peresviet in line. A mine ex-

plcded under the starboard side of the
Fobieda. Bhe listed, but proceeded and
ertered the harbor with all the other ships
astern of her. The enemy remalned Iin

slght untll 3 o'clock, and then disappeared.

“The nlght preceding the sortle of the
squadron, lights and the outlines of ships
were seen In the digtance from the road-
ptead, and the commander of the fleet kept
watch in person until dawn from the
cruiser Dlana. stationed in the outer road-
stead. He left her at 4 o'clock In the
morning.

“In concluding, T take the liberty to an-
ncunce respectfully that despite the 1l
guccess which has attended the Paclfic fleet,
the crews of the ships retain their morale
and are ready to perform all duties required
of them. The graclous words of your maj-
esty addressed to the seamen at this pain-
ful hour of trial serve as a consolatlon and
a support to all the force in their efforts to
overcome the enemy, to the glory of their
beloved sovereign and their country.”

Floating Mines Discovered.

TIEN TSBIN, April 22.—Floating mines
have been seen off the Shan Tung promont-
ory, in the much-used fairway followed by
veasels to and from Shanghal and Chefoo
and Tlen Tsin and other northern ports.
This is extremely dangerous to shipping
and probably will cause an increase In mma-
rine insurance.

Says There Were Four Explosions.

8T. PETERSBURG, April 22, 4:38 p.m.—
Lieut. Jenish, one of the survivors of the
Petropavlovsk disaster, in a telegram to his
motner, says:

“I was in the ward room when the ex-
plosion occurred. There were altogether
four explosions. The battle ship sank in a
minute and a half, [ escaped without a
scratch and am now on shore duty, in
charge of the battery at the electric search-

t plant. under Lieut. Gen. Stoessel."
Tlce Admiral Skrydloff goes to Bebastopol
pext Wednesday, and thence direct to Port
Arthur.
Bombardment Not Confirmed.

BT. PETERSBURG, April 22, 4:38 p.m.—
The Assocluted Press is authorized to an-
nounce that the government at this hour

has received nothing to confirm the report
of the alleged bombardment of New
Chwang or the landing of Japanese troops
in that vicinity.

New Yorkers Offer Loan.

MOSCOW, April 22.—New York caplitalists
have offered this city a loan, to be Issued
at 03,

WANTS MORE SHIPS.

Bussia Reported Negotiating With
Greece and Argentina.

P.!\Ria. April 22.—Informat!on reaches the
officials here to the effeet that Russia is ne-
gotiating with Greece and Argentina for the
purchase of warships. The indications are
that the negotiatlons with Greece will not
be successful. The negotiations with Ar-
gentina for a cruise; are understood to
hinge largely on the question of price.

Looking for a Loan in France.

The Buropean Economist says under re-
serve that Russia is negotiating with the
principal French banks for a loan of $150,-
W0,000 on 5 per cent four-year treasury
bonds, to be placed at 98, The statement is
not verified, and appears based on yester-
day’s St. Petersburg reports indicating that
the Russian government might resort to
shori-term loans.

Jap BSuspects Arrested.

ARCHANGEL, Russia, April 22.—-Two
suspected Japanese have been arrested on
the railroad near Vologda, in northeastern
Russia, 302 miles from Moscow, with plans
in their pessession of Archangel and the fa-
mous monastery on the Island of Solovet-
skiy, in the White sea,

Considered an Unfriendly Act.

TIEN TSIN, April 22 —1If Viceroy Alexieff
has declared Yinkow a terminal of the Im-
perial Chinese railways opposite New
Chwang, to be within the region under mar-
tial law the management of the imperial

| Chinese raillways will consider it an un-

friendly act, as it was prearranged that
Yinkow should be considered within a*neu-
tral zone. The Imperial Chinese railways
give notice this morning by telegraph that
they will not receive code messages at Yin-
kow. When this is considered the war cor-
respondents now at Mukden and New
Chwang will not be allowed to forward
news of the slightest importance.

EKUROPATEIN WILL ACT.

Informs Czar He Will Leave Nothing
to Chance.
Special Dispateh to The Evening Star.

NEW YORK, April 22 —A cablegram from
St. Petersburg says: Gen. Kuropatkin has
telegrapiied the czar that he has decided to
take the offensive, considering the foree
new at his disposal suflicient. He says he
will leave nothing to chance. He, therefore,
gave orders yesterday to advance a bri-
gade of Infantry, supported by a strong
force of Cossacks.

Fiva thousand Cossacks are alsp advanc-
ing in northeastern Korea and are said to
be seventy-five miles from the Yalu river.

The mutilated body of Admiral Molas,
who perished in the destruction of the
Petropaviovsk, has been washed ashore at
I'ort Arthur.

Korean Soldiers Desert.

A cablegram from Shanghai says: The
desertion of five companies of picked Ko-
rean soldlers completely armed, which were
recently sent to northeast provinces, has
seriously affected the peasantry, already
restiess, owing to excessive taxation and
the presence of Japanese.

It iz generally believed the deserters have
joined the Tonghak revolutionary party,
which has been creating disturbances on the
rorthesstern coast. Agents of the Tonghak
party are inciting the people of Seoul and
central districts, asserting that the Japan-
ese purposely burned the imperial palace at
Seoul.

Discontent in EKorea.

Unconcealed discontent exists wherever
Japanese troops are statloned, because they
seize or force the sale of all animals re-
quired for their needs, thereby paralyzing
agricultural Interests at the beginning of
plcughing season, and oocupy houses with-

out making pavment. Many Korean otH-
cers resent this wholesale occupation, and
would attempt to oppose it, but people are
inert and are not united.

It i8 expected that within three months
Japan will take control of the real admin-
istration of Korea, through powerful Jap
anese advigers, leaving Korea mere oui-
ward forms of government, in order o
placate the people, This will be perhaps best
for both parties, for Korea is helplessly be-
yond hope.

Skirmishes Along the Yalu.

LIAO-YANG, Manchuria, April 22.—Oc-
casional skirmishes with the Japanese
along the Yalu river and unimportant tus-
sles with small bands of Chinese bandits
alone vary the monotony of the perpetual
movement of troops to the seat of war.

Military trains are endleasly going up
and down the line: infantry, cavalry and
artillery are passing by daily. The troops
which have reached their allotted stations
are hard at workK preparing to receive the
enemy.

Wayvside stations have been organized
everywhere to give the soldiers on the
march hot meals, warm sheiter and com-
fortable beds.

The torrential rains which fell during the
first fortnight of April did not affect the
movement of troops.

Notes.

A Red Cross hospital has been established
here and a fiylng fleld detachment has been
sent out with pack horses and trained dogs
to find wounded men.

The hospital work is under the personal
supervision of M. Alexandrovsky, formerly
Russian commissioner to the 8t. Louis ex-
position. :

A large temple for the use of ‘he Red
Cross Bociety has been donated free of
charge.

The foreign military attaches are at Gen
Kuropatkin'e headquarters here. Some fer-
elgn newspaper men have arrived here from
New Chwang.

A military newspaper will pe publishad
by Gen. Kuropatkin's field staff.

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH CONTROL.

Bigne of Difference Between Civil and
Military Views,

There are signs of a difference of opinion
between the civil and military branches of
the government “especting the Russian de-
cree against the use of wireless telegraphy
by newspaper correspondents. The sub-
ject has received a good deal of attention
already from the joint army and navy
boards, composed of the highest officers of
each service and Secretaries Taft and
Moody have been charged by the cabinet
to obtain reports upon the whole broad pro-
ject of wireless telegraphy. The disposi-
tion of the service branches is distinctly
manifested in favor of governmental eontrol
which makes toward the suppert of the
Russian position. It Is even argued that no
clvilian should be allowed to erect a wire-
less mast without executive permission, be-
cause its use might Interfere with that of

some military

While the Btate opinion is
not crystaliged it is known that the & -
ment is disposed to move very slowly In
laying any sweeping prohibitions upon pri-
vate enterprise, either newspaper or com-
mercial, and If It can prevail it is lkely
that the department will lead to an inter-
nll.lmonnl agreement upom this Important
w .

AN ALLEGED COMBINE

Evidence Against the Coal-
Carrying Roads.

MR. HEARST HEARD

ARGUES BEFORE THE HOUSE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEEE.

Wants Report of the District Attorney
for the Southern District
of New York.

o Fe————

“The Attorney General has been brooding
over that evidence like an old hen on a
door knob for eighteen months. He has
not acted in any way and won't let any-
body take it away from him."”

Representative Wm. R. Hearst made La'sd
statement before the House committee On
the judiciary today in arguing for a favor-
able report on his resolution calling on the
Attorney General for the evidence against
the anthracite coal-carrylng rallroads,
which includes the report of the United
States district attorney for the southern

distriect of New York.

Mr. Hearst occupied the attention of the
committee for an hour In the first argu-
ment he has made in his capacity as a
member of the Fouse. He reviewed in de-
tall the proceedings instituted by himself
against the railroads, and demanded tnat
actlon should be taken either by the Al-
torney General or that the House shouid
appoint a commitlee of seven of its mem-
bers to compile anew the_evidence in the
possession of the Atiorney General wilth a
view to securing action against these roaas
under the Sherman anti-trust act

Alleged Violation of Law.

The precise manner in which the anti-
trust law was being violated, as claimed
by Mr. Hearst. was® when it Dbecame
known to the gix coal-carrying roads that
the independent coal mine operators con-
templated building a road of their own to
tidewater. To prevent this, the roacs
bought the property of Simpson & Watkins,
owning eleven coilieries, the largest of the
independent operators. They also Doug_nt
the Temple Iron Company, capitalized for
$240,000, and recapitalized it at $15,000,100,
guaranteeing € per cent annual interesi on
this capitalization. The price of coal In
New York wae then raised 50 cents a ton,
netting an increased annual earning of
$20,000,000.

This, according to Mr. Hearst, consti-
tuted a violation of the Sherman anti-trust
law, and he declared he had placed rellable
evidence in the form of affidavits to sub-
stantiate the same In the hands of the dis-
trict attorney for the southern district of
New York. This official had investigated
the evidence, and Mr. Hearst said he had
been informed, though not officially, that
the distriet attorney had reported the case
to the Department of Justice eighteen
months ago, with the recommendation that
a case had been made out. v

Questions Necessity.

Republican members of the committee
questioned the necessity of calling upon
the Attorney General for the evidence, in-
asmuch as Mr. Hearst had furnished it to
the district attorney in the first instance,
and could as well furnish it to the commit-
tee.

Representative De Armond of Missouri
maintained that the country ought to know
why the Attorney General did not proceed
in the matter.

Mr. Hearst saild it was Impossible for
him to procure the report of the district
attorney who had investigated the evidence
furnished by him; that would have to be
obtained from the Department of Justice.
The information he had of that report was
entirely unofficial, but he belleved trust-
worthy. It had been obtained from a per-
son connected with the district attorney’s
office, but he declined to state from whom,
because It might embarrass the person in
question.

Representative Palmer (Pa.) asked if the
present price of coal was an unreasonable
one, and if the increase in the price had
not come shortly after the commission ap-
pointed by the President had increased the
wages of the miners 10 per cent,

This latter fact Mr. Hearst conceded to
be the case. He held that the combination,
however, was realizing $20,000,000 a year
out of the preservation of its monopoly,
and that the 10 per cent increase to the
miners did not amount to an aggregate of
more than §3,000,000 to $5,000,000 a year.

Mr. Hearst explained that the recent de-
cision of the Supreme Court of the United
Btates was predicated on an action by the
interstate commerce commission, and was
entirely another matter than the prosecu-

tion of the coal roads for violating the
Sherman anti-trust law.

What Mr. Hearst Wants.

“What I want,” concluded Mr. Hearst,
*Is to have this evidence come before Con-
gress, and if the Attorney General does not
report it, as I am very sure he won't, as he
has refused to do anything of the kind, I
then wish, or hope, that a committee of
seven representatives will be appointed
with power to take the evidence. I suppose
the House and this committee, in reporting

favorably the resolution, really wants to
get the evidence; it is not merely going
through the form of asking for it, but
wants to get it."”

‘I suppose the purpose is to show whether
the Attorney General has done his duty,”
suggested Representative Powers of Mas-
sachusetts.

“Perhaps the House is capable of judgin
whether it ouzht to know the factjn.?gel%
without leaving it to the Attorney Gen-
eral,” answered Mr. Hearst.

Representative Henry (Texas) wanted to
krow if Mr. Hearst ever had applied per-
scnally or otherwise to the Attorney Gen-
eral to get tha report of the district attor-
ney. He had not.

Mr. Powers wanted to know if Mr. Hearst
could not furnish the committee with all
the information, inasmuch as he furnished
the district attorney with the facts in the
first Instance : 3

"“An individual can do almest all these
things,” responded Mr. Hearst, ‘‘but the
Attorney General is there to do somet Y

The committee referred the Hearst resolu-
tion to a subcommittee conslsting of Rep-
resentatives Powers of Massachusetts,
Thomas of Iowa and Smith of Kentucky
for further consideration,

Orders to Naval Vessels.

The gunboat Machias has been detached
from the North Atlantic fleet and ordered
to be placed ou‘ of commission at the navy
yard at Pensacola, Fla, :

Orders have been given for the gunboat
Wheeling, statioped at
when relieved by the cruiser Adams, - ta

Wet s B o Snmte

nd there placed out of

Anti-Injunction Bill Postponed. comple

By a vote of 10 to 5 the House committee

on the judiclary today postponed further
constderation of tne anti-injunction bill un-

Tatuila, Samoa,

WAS SHOT FOR MURDER

ROSE PAYS PENALTY AT SALT
LAKE FOR KILLING HIS WIFE.

Confessed to Many Crimies — Btarted
His Wicked Career Wi Robbery

—Confession Believed.

-
——-—ﬂ

SALT LAKE, Utah, April 22-—Frahk
Rose, the wife murderer, wde shot to death
in the yard of the state peénitentiary here
at 10:09 this morning. th was instan-
taneous, four bullets lodging In or very
close to his heart. ;

Rose was strapped to the same: little
wooden chair in which Peter Mortensen met
his fate a few months age. Five prison
guards concealed behind a heavy blue cur-
tain in the doorway of a biacksmith shop
across the area formed -the executing
squad. One of the rifles held a blank car-
tridge. j..*

Rose went to his death chair with the
same coolness that had marked his con-
duct since he surrendered to the pelice.

SALT LAKE, Utah, April 22.—The Herald
today says:

Frank P. Rose, sentenced to be shot today
for the murder of his wife last Christmas
day, has confessed to other murders, said
to number no less than teni  Rose declared
he had spent the last folrteem years in
committing successive crimes, varying from
robbery to murder. ’ it

Robbery was his first crime, aceording to
his story. From that he launched into mur-
ders of every description and related In-
stances where he had killed men for a
little money. Rose declared he had com-
mitted a murder in San.Franecisco, where
he quarreled with a companieon who was
working with him on tne' Santa Fe ter-
minals, across the bay from the city. The
man's body was found in the bay and Rose
says he murdered him.

In St. Louis, according to Rose's confes-
sion, he was guilty of a number of crimes,
including murder.

There is some doubt at the penitentiary
about the truth of Rose’s confesslon, but
he has furnished names and dates and other
details to such a degree that the story 'ha,s
gained general credence with the prison
officials.

Rose's crime was peculiarly atrocious and
eold blooded in that it almest resulted in
the death of his two-year-¢!d son from
starvation and cold. Rose, whe claimed
his wife was consorting with ether men,
shot her on Christmas day while she was
lying in hed. He sat and talkked with her
until she died of the wound, then went
away, leaving his boy in bed ®'th his dead
mother, soaked in her blood.

Rose said he returned four times in the
next two days to feed the child, climbing
through a window and over the dead body
of his wife in order to get imto the house.
At the end of that time he went to police
headquarters and gave himself up, stating
that he had shot his wife:

Rose never expressed any sorrow for his
deed and aeserted a firm bellef ‘that it all
was predestined. - .

oy -

AGCIDENTALLI

Young Man Near = d Kills

Himself Today."
RICHMOND, Va., April 2—William C.
A. Gregory, a prominent youhg man, SO
of Judge Roger Gregory, deah of the law
gchool of Richmond College, today acci-
dentally shot and killed himself at the
farm of his father, in King Willlam county.

————————

BOLD CHICAGO ROBBERY.

Lone Man Holds Up Four Men in
Saloon and Escapes.

CHICAGO, April 22.—State Senator Mich-
ael J. Butler, with his barkkeeper and two
of his friends, have fallen a victim to a lone
highwayman, who left the senator's saloon
with £200 in cash and jewelry valued at $400.
The ‘robber, unmasked, walked in while the
bartender, Albert Manley, was counting
the day's receipts, most of the money being
on the bar. The intruder ordered a drink
and when Manley placed the glass on the
bar the man suddenly drew two revolvers

and crled ‘“Hands up.”

The bartender was ordered from behind
the bar and all were told to stand against.
the wall. The robber then took the money "
the bartender had been counting, looked
in the cash register for more, and searched
the men, secured a diamond ring and twe
diamond stick pins. The police say the
diamond ring was taken from Senator But-
ler.

The robber ran from the saloon, boarded
an elevated train and escaped.

—_————————

TRIBUTE TO OUR RAILWAYS.

English Opinion Based on an Inspec-
tion Last Summer.
LONDON, April 22—Orville Priestly,
under gecretary to the government of India,
rallways department, who was sent to the
United Btates last summer to study and
report on American railways, has submit-
ted his report. It is an éxhaustive review
of the subject, and in conclusion pays a
high tribute to American rallway enterprise

and management. -

“The raflways of Ameries;"" says Mr.
Priestly, “are commercial undertakings on
a gigantic scale, and are operated under
conditions which are to be found nownere
else in the world, since they réceive no pro-
tection from the state, and have had to
fight their way to the front by sheer ability
of management. If I h 5 -
thusiastic at times, It h:wm‘?m::s
greatly impressed by the courage with
which the railroad officers have faced their
difficulties and the pluck with which they
have overcome them,

“Many of thelr methods are different
from those one has been breught up to be-
lHeve the only correct methods and It is not
until one realigzes that the one fdea in the
mind of American rallway men Is to get
there, and that they do get theére by the
shortest and quickest way,

“They carry their goods traffi¢ profitably
at extraordinarily low notwithstand-

ing the fact that they pay mn for thelr
labor than any other em?:g‘n fe=n

An Oklashoma Bask Flils.
The controller of tmw has re-
ceived advice from Nationkl Bahk Exam-
iner Myron R. Bturtevant that the Farm-
ers and Merchants' National Bsnk of Ho-
bart, Okla., closed its morning.
and that he Is en route to eéharge. No
cause fis aesigned for its -
Bturtevant has been appoin r
The condition of the bank, as shown by
its statement at the closa of business on
March 28, 1004, )Ws_total resources

POLICY OF THE HOUSE

Government Not to Pay for
- Street Extensions.

MB. BABCOCK'S MOTION

IT WAS VOTED DOWN BY A
LARGE MAJORITY.

Opposition Voiced by Messrs. Cowherd,
Payne and Hemenway — The
Particular Case in Point.

The House of Represcntatives voted today
to continue its policy of placing the whole
burden of the expense «f street openings on
the abutting property owners and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The matter came up in
connection with the consideration of a con-
ference report on Senate bill 2134, to connect
Euclid place with Frie street. Representa-
tive Babcock, chairman of the House com-
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported
on benalf of the Hous= conferces that they
had been unable to agree with the Benate.
The latter body, complying with the earnest
request of the District Commissioners and
citizens of the Disirict, has insisted this ses-
sion that in all Wlls of this character the
government ghall stand its share of the cost
placed upon the District.

In order to test the sense of the House to-
day Mr. Babcock moved that the House re-
cede from its position and agree to the Sen-
ate plan, whieh would place one-half of the
cost of street openings on abutting property
cwners, one-quarter on the Distriet of Co-
lumbla and one-quarter on the federal gov-
crnment.

Mr. Babeock was careful to explain that
he made no recommendation In the matter,
but merely stated the proposition in order
that members could vote as they pleased.
8Several speeches were made In opposition
to the motion to recede, but mone in fa-
vor of it. No one arose to argue the Dis-
triet's side of the case, but, on the con-
trary, Representative Cowherd, a member
of the District committee, urged strongly
that the House maintain its position of
putting the whole cost upon the property
owners and the District of Columbia.

A viva voce vote was taken. The chorus

of noes was so loud Mr. Babecock said he
would not ask for a division.

The Question at Issue.

In calling up the conference report Rep=-
resentative Babecock said that the question
at issue was one of the most important
matters before the District commniittees of
the two houses of Congress. It related to
the whole subject of opening streets in the
District at this time and in the future,
Older members of the House, he gaid, would
remember the passage of the highway act
several years ago. Since that time a great
many new streets have been opened. Each
bill providing for such extensions had stjp-
ulated that one-half of the expense shonld
be paid by the abutting property owners
and opge If by the District of Columbia,
the ral government having no part of
the expense placed upon (t. Mr. Bab-
cock said that the organic act of 1878 pro-
vided that one-half of the expenses of the
Digtrict should be borne by the general
government. The House, however, in the
past, has, In the matter of street openings,
enacted in every hill that the government
should have no part in the Distriet's share
for street extension expenses,

Now the Senate has refused to concur
in any House bill based on the old proposi-
tion and maintains that in al!l bills under
consideration and to be presented In the
future one-half the cost shall be put upon
the property owners, one-quarter borne by
the general government and one-quarter by
the District of Columbia.

“Your committee on conferenge,”
tinued Mr. Babcock, ‘‘felt that on account
of the previous action of the House In such
matters it could not consent to the Senate’'s
rearrangement of the plan of street open-
ings without first consulting the wishes of
this body. In order to test the sense of the
House, I now move, Mr. Speaker, that the
House recede from It position and agree to
the S8enate bills, which entail a division of
the expense on the same basis as all other
matters relating to the government of the
District of Columbia.”

Mr. Cowherd’s Opposition.

Representative Cowherd, the senior demo-
cratic member of the Distriect committee,
was ylelded tlme by Mr. Babcock to speak
in opposition to the motion. Mr. Cowherd
sald he hoped the House would vote down
the motion to recede and non-concur in the
Senate bill. The precedent of having the
general government share In the expense
of street openings, he said, once established,
would result in large expenditures from the
federal treasury. Mr. Cowherd argued that
there was a radical distinction between the
opening of streets and the expense of pav-
ing and caring for streets after they were
opened. He did not belleve that it was the
sense of the organic act of '78 that the gov-
érnment should buy from the people of the
District of Columbia street space and then
take care of these streets.

Mr. Cowherd cited the case of 8 street
extended, and sald that one property owner
received a consideration of $80,000 for land
taken for the purpose of opening the thor-
oughfare. As a matter of fact, this man's
property, Instead of being damaged the
street opening, .was worthless until the
street was cut through, and thus greatly
benefited by it.

If the United Btates should pay any part
of the expense of street extensions, Mr.
Cowherd declared that the cost of the land
as fixed by juries of citizens would be
greatly increased because of the fact that
a large share of the money would be com-

con=-
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“Mind you,” sald Mr. Cowherd, ‘‘the ex-
penses under consideration are only those
connected with the condemnation of the
land itself, and not for the paving or caring
for the streets in any way. One-half of
the latter expense does come from the gen-
eral m“‘;mtﬁtlt do not think that the
government Oug 0 pay a single cent for
& foot of ground taken for thaimmo-a of

hope the

in-adovessen
use, and sald that he had presented
the matter simply for Instruction. The bill
itself under consideration was unimportant
the expense associated with the

recede from its position and agree to the
Serate bill.

Representative Hepburn of Iowa asked

fo~ a fuller explanation of the matter. Mr.

beock again went over the ground, stat-
ing what he termed the proposition as it
waa3 before the House. He said the con-
ferees did not feel they should take the re-
spcnsibility of agreeing to the Benate |deas.

Representative Payne of New York, the
republican floor leader, then took a hand
in the discusston. He said he had always
noticed that whenever the government de-
sires to buy a plece of property the value
of the land immediately goes up, especially
where condemnation proceedings are to be
instituted. h

He had often thought that it would be
better to buy the land at the exorbitant
prices asked by the owner rather than re-
sort to condemnation proceedings, because
the juries In such cases usually send the
amount much higher. Mr. Payne spoke of
the square recently purchased for the pur-
pose of erecting an office building for the
House of Representatives thereon. The
property, he sald, was assessed at about
$240,000, but when the condemnation pro-
ceedings were over it was found the gov-
ernment had paid three times this araount.
It occurred to him that if the government
should take a hand In the expense of street
opening the land would be more highly
valued than ever before. Mr. Payne asked
Mr. Babcock If he really believed that the
House should recede from its position in the
matter. »

Mr. Babcock said he did not think the
gentleman from New York exactly under-
stood the situation. The motion to recede
in no way affected the amount of the as-
sessment on the property owners,

This assessment under existing practice is
generally one-half the cost. and that would
continue to be the share the abutting prop-
erty owners would be called upon to pay.
It was merely a question as to whether or
not the United States should share with
the District its half of the cost of streel
openings.

Mr. Payne asked why should the general
government pay any part of the expense.
Mr. Babcock said he would not argue that
question. He was merely trying to explain
what the proposition was. Mr. Payne said
he hoped the policy of the House in the
past would be maintained.

Representative Hemenway again spoke in
opposition to the motion. claiming that the
government ought not to have any share
in the expense of street opening.

Mr. Cowherd sald that as he understood
the matter, Mr.. Babcock had not made
any recommendation, but had simply sub-
mitted his motion to get the sense of the

House,
The Vote.

Babcock said that was exactly the
gituation. The Speaker then put the mat-
ter to a vote and several members re-
sponded aye, including Mr. Babcock. When
the noes were called for the response was to
loud Mr. Babeock said he would not ask a
division.

“1f the gentleman desires to bring out
the strength of the opposition,' suggested
Representative Hemenway, ‘‘let him ask for
a division.”

“Not today,” replied Mr. Babcock.

Mr. Babcock then made a motlon that
the House further insist upon its amend-
ment to the Senate bill.

Mr.

THE NAVAL BILL.

Full Agreement by Conferees of the

Senate and Hounse.

A full agreement was reached today on
the naval appropriation bill by the cen-
ferees of the Benate and House. The dis-
puted peints were settled as follows:

The Senate provision for the Charlaston
navy yard was eliminated from the hill
with the exception of £50,000 for a store-
house.

The House provision for the consolidation
of the power plants under the bureau of
vards and docks was restored, and the Sen-
ate provision permitting such consolidation
under the varlous bureays elimlnated..

The Senate provision for a naval training
station on the great lakes was stricken out.

An appropriation of $70,000 was allowed
for a magazine on the New England coast,
the total cost of which i to be §500.000.

The agreement strikes out the Benate pro-
vislon for restoring the Constitulion as re-
gards hull and rigging to its original con-
ditlon at an expense of $400,000 for the
purpose of making It a training and receiv-
ing ship.

The House provision is restored provid-
ing that tests must be made of submarine
boats before they can be purchased or con-
tracted for, and thes Benate provision per-
mitting contracts for submarine boats is
eliminated.

TO RECLASSIFY OLERKS.

An Effort May Be Made to Pass the
Bill This Session.

The House committee on reform in the
civil service today, as a matter of for-
mality, considered the bills introduced in
the House day before yesterday by Rep-
resentative Giilett of Massachusetts,
chairman of the committee, and ordered
them favorably reported. One of these
bills provides for the ousting of all gov-
ernment employes over seventy years of
age after June 30, 1907. The second pro-
vides for a reclassification of employes In
the executive departments on the basis

of twelve classes of clerks at different
compensations,

It is sald that an effort will be made to
get the reclassification measure through
before the adjournment of the present
session. but that the other bill will prob-
ably not be called up.

SALE OF SHIPS TO RUSSIA.

Law as Laid Down in Decision on the
Alabama Case.

The United States government has had
no official information of the sales, persist-
ently reported from Europe, of American
ships to either Russia or Japan. There has
already been some speculation in offlelal
circles as to whether or not any such sales
could be permitted, and one thing is quite
certain, namely, that no vessel under the
American flag could be allowed to pasa
directly into the possession of the govern-
ment of either beligerent state. This is
sald to be true of merchant ships as well
as warships, for the former might easily
be transformed into cruisers or used as
troop transports, and the spirit of modern
international law is sald to be decidedly
against the transfer of any floating prop-
erty to a belligerent which could be used
for warlike purposes.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Responsibility for the Silver
Coinage Amendment.

SECY. SHAW'S POSITION

SHOWN IN HIS ANNUAL REPORJ
AND RECENT LETTER.

More Trouble Over the Location of thg
New Building for the Agricul-
tural Department.

The President and his cabinet did not col=
lectively discuss the [ittle financial stew
that has been caused in Congress over the
amendment to the sundry civil bill removs
ing the limit to the amount of subsidiary
coinage that may be In existence, and per-
mitting the purchase of silver bullion to
coln more small money. It is thought Lhat
Becretary Shaw and the President, how-
ever, had a brief talk about the flurry
caused by the two-line amendment fasten=
ed to the sundry civil blil by Senator Al-
drich of the Senate finance committee,

It is made pretty clear that the respon-
sibility for this amendment f= with Senator
Aldrich, who does not consider it se-ious

enough to attract general attention., Sec-

retary Shaw and all the officials of the
treasury, including Mr. Roberts, the di-
rector of the mint, are not In favor of any
legislatioh that would allow the purchase
of more sliver bullion. They are unguali-
fledly In favor of recoining silver dollars
for the next few wvears at least. They do
not think any more sllver bullion ought to

be bought under any circumstances.

Secretary Shaw’s Position.
Im his annual report to Congress last De-

cember Secretary Shaw called attention 1o
the fact that less than 5000000 ounces of
silver was then held by the treasury and

that this would be approximately exhausted
at the close of the fiscal year. He recoms
mended that authority be given to recoin
existing silver doHars. He said that one of
two things would have to be done—elther
give authority to recoin silver or authorize

the purchase of bulllon to carry on sube-
sidlary colnage. A few.days ago Secretary
Shaw sent a letter to Senator Aldrich call-

ing atiention to the situatlon.
ing this letter he sald:

“In view of the enormous volume of full
legal tender silver now in the vault= of the
treasury (about 500 car loads) I think it
would be the part of wisdom and prudenca
to direct the recoinage of so much thereof
as may be required to meet the growing
de;ﬂa‘,nds of the country for subsidiary
coln."”

The coinage of subsidiary silver amounts
to about 5,000,000 to §$7,000,0000 each year,
The stock of money in exisience would, It
is sald by high administration officlals, be
in no way decreased by recoining siiver dol-
lars lying in the treasury. As a mafter of
fact there would be a gain in the stock of
money, as there s a galn of about T per
cent in the process of recolnage, and evegy
dollar melted and turned into small coin
would net more than a dollar In small
ellver.

In view of the promise of a flnancial fight
on the eve of a presidential election the
chances are entirely in favor of the amend-
ment being withdrawn, it ls sald, and the
matter resting where it has been all the
time, This would leave the treasury with-
out authority to coln mueh silver In the
coming fiscal year, inasmuch as the total
of subsidlary coinage now in existence 8
close to the $100,000,000 Hmit, and no mord
can be coined, under the law, when that
limit is reached. At thé next session of
Congreas the republicang will put through
some legislation providing for changing the
situation. They will probably allow recoln-
age of silver dollars, but they do not care
to go into all this at this time.

Senator Aldrich, it is admitted, realized
that any attempt to change the law an
permit recoinage of silver dollars woul
launch a finaneial discusslon all over the
country, and he and his colleagues in the
Senate preferred to confer authority for
purchasing a small amount of silver to
meet existing conditions.

Status of Land Bills.

Representative Lacey of Iowa conferrad
with the President as to the status of some
of th2 land bills pending in Congress. Rep-
resentative Overstreet of Indiana introduced
J. L. Griffith, an Indlinapolis man, who is
completing a work on the life of President

Harrison. Mr, Griffith will have a talk
with President Roosevelt about what he
knows of President Harrison.

Representative Jones of Washington pre-
sented two Wentchee Indians, John Miit
and Lculs Judge. Senator Penrose intro-
duced Attorney Ceneral Palmer of Penn-
sylvania. Benator Quarles introduced some
friends from Wisconsin., Including Judge
Burnell.

The Agricultural Building.
The filght over the location of the new
building for the Department of Agriculture

has again been carried to the President,
Representative Wadsworth of the House

commlittee on agriculture having had a
long talk with the President this morning.
This s the second time he has talked

with the Presldent in the last few months.
Mr. Wadsworth declares that the commit=
tee of which he is chairman is unalterably
and unanimously opposed to placing the
new bullding on the north side of the
proposed S00-foot mall, with Its face to the
south. They think that It ought to go on
the present grounds and face to the north,
Just as the present building does. The de-
cision will finally rest with the President,
who is being econsulted by both the ad-
vocutes and opponents of thie plan.

The architects and others who composed
the commiseion that lald off plans for the
future bullding of Washington have strong-
g‘mmtod the croct.lionld thtg‘ mew buil

as proposed, and declare t to begin
to make ¢ in the recommendatfons of
the oo n would mean a breaking
away from the plans in every way in the
future. Becre Wilson is deelared to
:umlt withdt:.e mouwﬂ;mlttu on agri-

ure, an u the acceptance Qf
his view by the President. Under such ou’a-
ditions the President Is naturally
elated.

Representative Wadsworth, in comment-
ing upon the for the mall, said: “Our,
favor of one of three prop-

In conelud-




